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{ truce with

AFP Manila

Minister urges Israel to escalate
raids, brands Arafat war criminal

Sharon to annex settlements if Palestinians declare state

AFP Jerusalem

Israel's Public Security Minister Uz
Landau yesterday called Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat a "war criminal®
and urged the government (o esca-
late i1ts attacks against the
Palestinian Authority until life
becomes "unbearable.”

Landau, a hardline member of
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's gov-
ernment, said Israel should present
Aralat as “the partner of (Iraqi
leader) Saddam Hussein® in a repe-

“fition of previous comments,

“(He is) someone who gives his
men the green light to place the
crosshairs of their rifle scopes on 10-
month-old infants, who dispatches
mortars 1o harm one-year-old

German nuclear
shipment

blocked by
protesters

A.FE Cowen

A train carrving nuclear waste from
Germany was held up vesterday in
this northwestern French town alter
activists chained themselves to
railway tracks to prevent it reaching
a reprocessing plant.

The train was blocked for several
minutes at the Caen rallway station
by dozens ol Greenpeace protestors,
al least four of whom had chained
themselves to the tracks.

The activisis were quickly dis-
persed by police and several of them
were detained.

The heavily guarded shipment,
bound for reprocessing at the
French plant in La Hague, has met
similar protests since it lefi
Germany Tuesdayv evening.

It was lorced to stop lor about an
hour late Tuesday near the French
border after protesters also chained
(hemselves to the rails lorcing police
tocul them free with metal cutters.

Manila seeks

Communists

T

The Philippines asked Communisl
guerrillas vesterday (o agree (0 a
nationwide ceasefire ahead of peace
talks later this month, government
chief peace negotiator Silvestro
Bello said.

The decision came after a meet-
ing of President Gloria Arroyo's top
national security and military advis-
ers, Bello said.

"We will recommend to the NDF
(National Democratic Front) the
declaration of a bilateral ceasefire,”
Bellotold reporters.

27 killed in
S African bus
accident

AFP, Durban

Al least 27 people, including hve
children, were killed and 59 others
hurt when a bus overturned early
vesterday in South Alrica’s eastern
KwaZulu-Natal province, a traffic
oflicial said.

Provincial transport spokesman
Colim Govender told AFP the acci-
dent occurred when the bus
plunged 70 metres (230 feet) down
an embankment near the town of
Kokstad, about 250 km south of
Durban, at dawn.

“Some of the passengers are still
trapped in the bus. We don't know
how many (more) are dead,” he 1old
Al-P.

Man walks free
after 14-yr on
death row in US

M’. Covur Dilene

A man who spent 14 years on death
row has walked out of an ldaho
courtraom a free man for the first
timein2l vears.

Donald Manucl Paradis, a 52-
vear-old former member pf amotor-
eycle gang, stooped to pet a Iriend$
dog Tuesday as he left the coun. He
expressed little bitterness about his
time in prison. during which he was
scheduled for execution on three
oCcasions.

“Thisis the firstdog 've petted in
21 years,” Paradis said. “I'mgoing (o
ko take abath and wash 21 years of
prison off ie.”

Judge Gary Haman, who sen-
tenced Paradis to death 20 years ago,
came out of refirement (o accept his
pleato a reduced charge of being an
accessory to murder. Paradis was

then 1wnlt‘nu*d o fNive years in
prison, but given credit for time
served. Paradis became the lirst
condemned murderer in Idaho
history 1o hl.: released from peison,
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babies -~ all in all, a war criminal, for
whom a case should already be
prepared by which to put him on
trial in an international court of
law," hetold army radio.

Israel overnight launched a raid
deep into Palestinian-ruled territory
in the Gaza Strip, bombarding build-
ings in the Khan Yunis refugee camp
it suspected of serving as bases for
mortar attacks against Jewish settle-
ments and army posts.

Isracl has sharply stepped up its
offensive against the Palestinians
since late March, lollowing a String
of deadly anti-Israeli attacks and a
spate of mortar shellings in Jewish
settlements in the Gaza Strip and
nearby Israeliterritory.

One Palestinian policeman was
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" %Gagarin as become a myth, His
disputable. He could

even be canonised.” said Boris

killed in the shelling and another 24
Palestinians wounded, according to
medical sources.

"I want to see this operation as
the very tip of the beginning of this
struggle, and will of course demand
that the government (pursue) this
policy ol hitting at them all the time,
everywhere, and not necessarily just

where the mortars are,” Landau
said.
Meanwhile, Israeli Prime

Minister Ariel Sharon said in an
interview published yesterday that
he would annex Jewish settlements
in occupied territory if the
Palestinians unilaterally declared an
independent state,

Sharon, the hardline former
general who took office just over a
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Islamists wind up mass
rally in Pakistan

Pr hawar

A mass rally of Islamists was due (o
wind up here yesterday after three
days of bitter anti-West speeches
and pledges of support for the
Taliban militiain Afghanistan.

Organisers said around one
million people, mostly members of
Pakistani lundamentalist parties
but also clerics and teachers from
abroad, had attended the confer-
ence but witnesses put the numbers
at around 200,000,

I'he gathering, convened by
Pakistani fundamentalist group the
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam, marks the
1 50th anniversary of the founding of
the Sunni Muslim school ol
Deoband. ;

Witnesses said 1t had (urned into
a mass rally in support of the puri-
tanical Taliban Islamic militia,

which controls most of neighbour-
ing Afghanistan, as well as indicted
terrorist Osamabin Laden.

Some 200 speakers had
addressed the conference since il
began Monday, with many making
calls for jihad, or holy war, against
Western powers who are accused of
trying to undermine Islam.

TheTaliban, followers of an ultra-

conservative line of the Deoband
school, are condemned internation-
ally for wadespread human rights
abuses and their backing of alleged
terrorists such as suspected US
embassy bomber bin Laden,
A recorded speech from Taliban
leader Mullah Mohammad Omar, in
which he condemned the "infidel
world® for conspiring againslt
Muslims, was plaved amid reveren-
tial silence Wednesday.

=

month ago, alsosaidinaninterview
with the Haaretz newspaper that he
has no intention ol evacuating
settlements in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, even under a deal with
the Palestinians.

"I'donot see any reason to evacus-
ate any settlements. So long as there
is no peace, we will stay sitting there,
Ifafter some time, God willing, there
will be peace, there will certainly be
no reason (o prevent them from
staying there, " he said.

Sharon, who led a massive settle-
ment drive as a minister in previous
right-wing governmenlts, said
Palestinian leader Yasser Aralal
would be making a “major mistake”
il he unilaterally declared an inde-
pendent state,
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Gagarin's death at the age uf34
plunged the country into mouming,
with people crying openly in the
street, andlem a melancholy note to
all subhsequent celebrations of hls
flight.

The official seerecy thar sur-
rounded the investigation into the
crash in which he died, almost
certainly an accident, allowed all
kinds of rumours to flourish, includ-
ing one according o which he had
been murdered by the KGB because
he had lost his faith in Communism.

Some said that his death had
beml’aked.somumhehadbeen

by extraterrestrials, -
Rubtsov, a member of the

&s!bﬁ setup in March 1968 to
inok into Gagarin s death, said last
month that at least 20 possible
explanations for the accident had
heen examined.

China to cement
‘all-weather' ties
with Pakistan

P11, Beijing

China yesterday hoped to cement its
‘all-weather' relationship with
Pakistan as the two close allies pre-
pared to celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of the establishment of diplo-
matic relations,

The Chinese side believes that
the good neighborly relations
between the two countries will be
further strengthened and devel-
oped, Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Sun Yuxi said while
announcing the upcoming visit 1o
China by Pakistan Foreign Minister
Abdul Sattar.

Sattar will visit Beljing from April
16 1o 19 at the invitation of his
Chinese counterpart Tang Jiazuan to
finalise plans to celebrate the 50th
anniversary ol diplomatic relations
between the two nations, Sun said.

This year marks the 50th anniver-
sary of China-Pakistan diplomatic
relations, he noted. China and
Pakistan will mark the 50th anniver-
sary ofdiplomatic ties on May 21.

I'he Pakistani Foreign Minister's
visit (o China is an important part ol
the activities (o eelebrate the estab-
lishment of bilateral relations, Sun
added.

VHP to train
3 lakh youths
to fight Pak
terrorists

P]I. lanmu

Vishawa Hindu Parishad (VHP) has
said it will recruit 30 lakh Bajrang
youths and tram three lakh ol them
1o fight Pakistan-sponsored mili-
tancyin the country.

We will recruit 30 lakh Bajrang
vouths and train three lakh of them
throughout the country from
September this year to light funda-
mentalist outlits sponsored by
Pakistan, particularly in Jammu and
Kashmir, international general
secretary of VIP Parveen Bhai told
reporters here.

'he remaining 27 lakh vouths
would be trained in phases, Bhai
said.

[he training would be imparted
from 28 dilferent places with 10,000
vouths each taking part in these, he
sdid, adding, alicr that they would
be sent to dilferent states for per-
forming theirduties.

Nearly 50,000 youths would be
recruited rom Jammu and Kashmn
alone lor the training, he added.

Malaysia detains opposition
workers under tough law

AFP Kualat umpur

Malaysian police confirmed yesterday they have arrested seven opposition
supporters under the draconian Internal Security Act (ISA) and said more

arrests would be made.

Asked howmany more people would be arrested, the national police chief
That'sasecret.”
Norian, reading a statement, said the seven

Norian Mai told apress conference: "

"Reformasi” (reform) sup-

porters were detained Tuesday and Wednesday “"because there was informa-
tion about their involvement in an activity which could endanger the secu-

rityofthe country.”

He said they planned to launch “large-scale street demonstrations in a
militant way ahead of the 2004 elections.”

The ISA allows indeflinite detention without trial.

Supporters of jailed ex-deputy premier Anwar Ibrahim planned (o pres-
eni a memorandum on his treatment 1o the human rights commission on

Saturday, April 14.

They call the date "Black 14"

since it marks the second anniversary ol

Anwar'ssentencingon April 14, 1999, for abuse ol power.

Noriansaid the event could have turned intoariot.

From January 6 to April 4, he said, some 20 activists had held 12 secret
meetings to persuade the public to take part in militant street demonstra-

lHHons.

SC orders clean-up of Yamuna

M:H Newe Delln

India’s Supreme Court hasordered a
clean-up of New Delhi's main
Yamuna river heavily polluted by
industrial and domestic waste by
March 2003, the Hindustan Times
said yesterday.

- The count earlier set another
tough environment deadline requir-
mg all public transport vehicles in
Delhi 1o convert to non-polluting
compresscd natural gas (CNG) by
April 1, 2001 order.

“10as shacking that the govern-
ment can't enswre supply ol clean
waler in the capital,” a three-judge
bhench of the apex court was quoted
AS SAVINgin a joint pronouncement,

Fhe judges said the pollution in
Yamuna river, which is New Delhi's
main source of water, has deprived
citizens ol thelr constitutional right
to clean water,

tinchecked construction ol
iegal slums and huts on the banks
of the river was & major contributor
af pollution, they added,

“The hut dwellers are enconr-
aged by the politicians 1o stay on,”
they said.

Ihe bench directed the Delhi
state government to Ole an allidavit
in the court outhining in detail the
steps 1o be taken 1o impruw the
waler quality ahead of the 20073
deadline,

New Delhi is one of the world's
maost polloted cities and its waler
and air are both heavily contami-

nated due 1o emissions from indus-
tries, automobiles as well as wastes
from households.

I'he court order relating 10 the
conversion of petrol run vehicles to
environment-friendly compressed
natural gas led to a transport melt-
down inthe Indian capital last week.
But the situation eased a bit alter

deadline was cxtended from

the

Apnil 1 toApril 15.
Meanwhile, the Delhi state gov-

ernment has sought a way o case
the situation by proposing 10 a
[ederal government expert panel
that ultra low sulphur diesel be used
as an alternative fuel in addition 10
gas,

Newspapers said the decision
wis faken at a meceting Tuesday
betweernr Delhi state Chiel Minister

Shiela Dixit and Petroleum Minister
Ram Naik,
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A 2000 September filer shows a couple of boatsmen making their way past
toxic affluents floating In the Yamuna River in New Delhi. India's Supreme
Court has ordered a clean up of the Indian capital's main river by March 2003
whichis'heavily polluted by industrial and domestic wastes.
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Rwanda orders
arrest of ex-PM
for genocide

AFP, Kigals
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I'he Rwandan government has
ordered the arrest of former prime
minister Pierre Celestin Rwigema,
accused of participating in the 1994
genocide, top prosecutor Geracd
Gahimaannounced.

“The accusations against him do
not date from today, he has been
accused since 1996, only the case
against him was not yel trm‘lph e,

Gahima told reporters here late
Tuesday.

The 47-yearsold former ollicial is
accused of distributing firearms and
prenades to members ol an extrems-

|
|
|

Ist Hut milita in the Kigali suburb |

ol Biryogo in order to carry oul
massacres ol Tutsis.,

Ihe allegation has been con-
firmed by the testimony of former
head ol Biryogo sector, Amrn
Karekezi, who has been sentenced
todeath,

Karckezi claimed that Rwigema,
who was in charge ol security in
Birvogo, coordinated the hunting |
down ol Tutsis by issuing lists ol
those to be killed,

Charges
include

against Rwigema

against humanity, Gahima told
journalists,
Between 500,000 and 800,000

futsis and moderate Hatus werd
slaughtered between Apnil and July
1994,

genocide and crimes |

Lankan govt pins down
support for budget vote

AFP Colombo

Snt Lanka's ruling party has secured
the support ol all its allies to resist an
opposition daltempl [0 engineer
defections ahead of a crucial vote in
Parliament yesterday, political
sources said.

President Chandrika
Kumaratunga who met leaders ol
the minority Ceylon Workers
Congress (CWC) and the Sn Lanka
Muslim Congress (SLMC), has
secured their firm backing lor the
government, the sources said

Press reports here said
Wednesday the government has
offered two junior ministry posi-
tions to smaller allies to keep them
within a shaky coalition and defeal
opposition moves (o bring the
government down,

A senior government minister
who declined 10 be named said the
coalition had comfortable numbers
in parliament and was conlident the
budget vole would pass withoul
difficultv.

He said about five junior minis-
iries may be ollered to coalition
parmers as well as 1o members ol
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP)
which is the main constituent in the
coahition (o fill existing vacancies

Kumaratunga went to parlia-
ment Tuesday to meel legislators
ahead of Wednesday's vote on the
2001 budget, officials said

'he mam opposition
National Party (UNP)

Lini
and 1thi

Marxist JVP or People's Liberation
Front had boycotted a banguel
hosted by her on Monday in a sign of
troubles ahead.

Ihe UNP said it had never been
invited to such a banquet by
Kumaratunga in the past six vears
and felt the move was a thinly dis-
guised attempt to gamer support for
Wednesday's key volt

Every time the president opens
her mouth, she aitacks us,” UNP
chiel whip Tyrone Fermando said
"We don't think the invitation 1o us
was extended in the nght spirt.”

State media said Monday intelh-
genceagencies had uncovered a plol
to bribe munisters.and backbench-
and topple the government
which has aslender lour-seat major-
ity inthe 225-member assembly.

Five leading businesses had
oflered millions of rupees in cash to
ministers, deputy ministers and
other ruling party legislators to stage
a mutny, -run Daily News

'rs
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Meanwhile, Sn Lankas ruling
party is set to offer more jobs 1o

coalition partners in a bid to preven!
delections that could bring the

government down during a key vote

vesterday, officials said
Presirdent

Kumaratunga who met leaders ol

the minority Ceylon Workers
Congress (CWC) and the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress (STN( has
reportedly ollered two junior minis
Iry posismthen

Chandrika

Maoist rebels
kill Nepali
Congress
official

f\lp. Katlimandu

Maoist rebels have killed the
surer of a ruling Nepali Congress

irea

district committee for belonging to
the Demeocratc Party, said
yesterday

The

reports
Maaoists shol dead Tanahu
district committee treasurer Bishnu
Prasad Jamar Kattel in Dalaipan

Vajpayee to persuade MPs
not to paralyse parliament

REUTERS, New Delhi

Indian Pnme Minister Atal Behan
Vajpayee hopes (0 meet opposition
lawmakers at the weekend to try to
persuade them not to disrupt the
upcoming session of Parliament
over an arms scandal, a spokesman
said yesterday.

India’s Parliament was paralysed
for eight working days last month by
opposition lawmakers demanding
the resignation of Vajpayee alter a
“sting” operation on the delence
establishment by journalists from
an InternetWeb site.

"It was decided by the govern-
ment that an all party meeting be
convened to request the opposition
to allow parliament o function,’

INVITING

C-BuSINESS EXCLULLVES Lo

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) spokes-

man Vijay Kumar Malhotra told
Reutersyesterday.
"After all, Parliament is the

essence of a democracy and debate
should be allowed,” Malhotrasaid.

He said the meeling probably
would be held on Saturday

Reporters from the Web site,
www.tehelka.com, posing as arms
dealers, secretly filmed a string of
politicians, defence bureaucrats
and military officers apparently
taking money to swing a hicntous
arms deal.

I'he foorage was aired on TV last
month

I'he scandal rocked the govern-
ment and led to resignations ol the

BJP president as well as the party

180 km west ol Kathmandu, while he
In‘ll.i'\ IT|1‘n{ i11!]f-l‘ I'fl | 1 R i‘ll'
| imalaya [imes” said

Ratrel, who was also the disti
commuitiee chairman of the ¢ T
ment sponsored " Bishweswar with
the poor programme, was on his
way 1o dllend a meeling dt a second
ary school when the incident
occurred

Police have launched a manhu
T, riir-IF'nE'; t".‘ MsSIs W |l! !':I :':'(:'
nearby junglealter the inciden!

Deputy Prime Mimnister and
Flome Minister Ram™ (handra
Poudel ¢condemned "t killing
which comes in the waki | d Series
ol bloody attacks by the Maoisis
and accused them of ng
s ;Ill
chiefl of a key ally of the ruling coali-
tion. The Defence Minister, Georg
Fermandes, also quit last month over
the scandal but denied any wrong
doing

ihl' "l.r'.ﬂa.i‘_” [E'L-j O ShoOoulir
matches befween opposition la
makers and government deputies in
both houses of Parliament

I'he budgel session of parliame
reconvenes on Apnl 16 after
week recess and the g

,[Ir'l1f"

wWermment i1s

keen [0 ensure that proceedings go
smoothly as pending legislation 1s
pilingup

According to media reports, eight

bills are pending in the lower houss
\l;I'\j ;H]’],j-,l ll_l!'||'lflL":"| "i" In
the upper house, 13 bills are held up
These includi

COITUpPLION AMONg Lo

OV

t‘.!;nn '.;-' _1!:"'- VN

UHICIals

“'COME, EXPLORE THE
MOST ADVANCED
SOLUTIONS TO HARNESS
THE POWER OF
E-BUSINESS

c-Networking 2001

presenls you an
opportunity to learn how to Improve your
_business processes and competitiveness. At
e-Networking 2001 you will learn how
Novell's e-business products work to simplify
the complexities of e-businesses and
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provide you the flexibility needed to succeed
In the Net Economy.

Admission to e-Networking 2001 is
free, but missing it may cost you. Don't delay.
Space s limited! Make your reservation for
e-Networking 2001 today!
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