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Ruling party men frustrate probe

into Arnab Das murder

UNB, satkhira

Itis widely believed in Satkhira that bribe and interference by the ruling party
men have frustrated investigation into the adduction of an 8-vear-old whose
body was later found 500 vards from his home to the mortal shock of the
parents. :

For nine month since the cold- blooded murder ofArnab Das, astudent of
Class L1, the task of investigation has been shifted thrice from thana police
wdetective police and finally to C1D without any progress.

Palice said Abdul Mannan, the main accused, could not be interrogated
because of obstruction by a ruling party leader and former MP. The plaintilf
in the case was also coerced tosay Mannan s not guilty,

Police Super Aminul Islam told the news agency that he was aware of the
allegationof bribe. "1 am looking into the allegation of taking bribe by police
afficers. It the investigating olficers have compliciry with the killers, action
will be taken against them.”

The responsibility of investigation has recently been shifted to CID
Inspector Shahjahan. He had not started the work till April4. "

Arnab is the only son of Bimal Krishna Das of village Saihati in Kaliganj
upazila. The boy was kidnapped on June 18 last year. Llis body, with the right
arm severed, eyes gouged and acid burn injuries, was left in a drain about
S0 yards away [rom hishome after three days of abduction.

Initially, Kaliganj police refused to take the case. On a directive from the
higher authority, the case was taken and so far 7 people Mukul Gazi, Abdul
Mannan, Tarniqul Islam, Golam Fatak, Daud Mistry, Abdur Rahman and
Kariman Bibi were arrested. Of them, Golam Fatak secured bail from the
High Courtand Daud, Rauhman and Kariman from the lower court.

Bimal Das said he was constantly under threat and pressure from influ-
cnnalquarters to withdraw the case.

- Police said Mukul Gazi, 30, of village Khalsheani in Assassuni upazila had
kidnapped Amab. On his confessional statement, Abdul Mannan and
Tariqul Islam were taken into custody.

. Mukul also confessed 1o the police that he Kidnapped Arnab in exchange
for Tk 5,000 and handed over the boy to Mannan and Tariqul, '

Kaliganj thana OC Rabiul Islam and SI Mamoaon [irst took up investiga-
tion into the brutal murder. Within a lortnight, it was widely talked in the
area that the accused bribed them Tk 15 lakh to undo the case against them.
Theallegation quickly reached senior officers who shifted the task of investi-
gation toSIMamun of Detective Branch.

The task was again shifted to CID Inspector Shaharum Khan. But again
allegation of his complicity with the killers and taking of Tk 10 lakh in bribe
was raised in a written complaint made by Nishan Chandra Das, uncle ol
victimArnab,

On avisit 1o Saihati village, 6.5 kilometes from Satkhira district town, this
correspondent found that Bimal Krishna Das, a wealthy and influential
man, is quite popularamong both FHindus and Muslims in the village for his
charity and help to the poor whenever asked for. 3

Bimal and the villagers suspect that Arnab was killed out ol enmity by
quarters envious ofhis (Bimal) good deeds and popularity.

Bimal has dispute with an influential student leader and nephew ol
Union Parishad chairman over formation of the managing committee of
local high schooland lease of Uzirpur [erry terminal.

“Influential querters have taken side with the Killers. They have time and
again frustrated investigation 1o unearth the truth and trial of the killers,”
lamented Bimal.

“But the Killers must be punished so that they neyer indulge in such
brutal act,” hesad.

e
=

\

*in three months

llN"- { JH";N”“![HIHI}"f”; II-lIL-L k[1i}lktrd l]‘“.‘]r % I1|l Ilh '1".”
Eaa. Ercon Company ollice on

Nababganj-Sona Masjid road.

\tleast 14 personswere killed and 11

in road
accident

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kajshiahi

14 killed in Chapainawabgani'hfw0 killed

|

Amnura on Nabgbgany-Nachole
road.

Ekramul Hug, 60, of village

Iwo people were killed, 30 others
injured in two separate road acci-

injured in separate incidents in
(-hapainawabgan) district during
thelast three months.

Police sources said while cross-
ing Nababganj-Sona Masjid road a
hitle boy Azizul Hug, 9, was run over
by a speeding truck on January 6.
the body was sent (o hospital
morgue lor autopsy. On Feb 9 an
unidentified man was killed and
lour athers were injured at Rasulpur
on Nababganj-Shibgan) road in a
head-on collision between a truck
anda 'Mishuk.'

(n Ieb 17 motor l':'g'llt.' riders
AManirul, 32, Minarul, 10 and Babu,
wothied on the spot whena speeding

On Feb 24 an unidentified man
was Killed and 12
injured when a passenger bus skid-
ded of the road at Jonakipara on
Nababganj-Nachole road.

On February 21 assailants mur-
dered schoolgirl Selina, 13, daughter
of Khabiruddin of Gohalbari village
in Bholahat upazila. They threw the
body intoanearby irrigation canal.

On Feb 28 the hoodlums mur-
dered Fensi, 15, a student of class
nin¢ and daughter of Kuddus of
village Kalahar in Nachole upazila.
On March 13 two persons were killed
and hive injured when a passenger
bus collided head-on with a truck at

others were

Ekhlaspur in Shibganj upazila was
electrocuted on March 17 and on
March 22 two little boys Rahim, 12,
and Russel, 11, of village Alinaar in
Nababgan) town also died when
they came in contact with a live
electricwire.

On the same day Mishuk passen-
ger Kaves, 30, died on the spot and
his wile Sanowara, 18, sustained
injuries when a speeding truck hil
the vehicle on Nababganj-Sona
Masnd road in Konsut area.

Others were injured in separate |
other accidents during the same |

period. Separate cases were [filed
with the police.

dents in Rajshahi and
Chapainawabganj district on
Thursday.

In the first accident, a man was
killed when a passenger bus collided
with a truck carrying bricks in
Zalibagan area in Rajshahi. Driver ol
the-bus, Dulal Tossain, died on the
spot. Besides, 30 passengers were
injured.

In another accident, Alkash Ali
lhoru, 40, was killed on the spoi
whena truck hithim frombehind on
Chapainawabgonj-Sona Masjid
Road.

Police seized the truck but the

drivermanaged (o escape.

She earned wrath of 'sardarni
for saying no to prostitution

-

- LY
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UNB, Bagerhat £ 3

SClous.
A beautiful voung girl, brought to Banishanta sex village

opposite Mongla Port, fled 10 a nearby villagerwhen she
realised that she was in forafilthy life.

But hapless Lima, 16, could not stay in hiding inside
a teastallinChnistianparaarea forlong.

Amena, sardami’ (madam) of Banishanta sex vil-
lage, who bought Lima at a high price did not allow her
ship out. With the help of Salam Member and Muijibar,
she traced out Lima and dragged her to the confine-
mentofthe brothel.

lima refused to become a prostitute and thus
earned the wrath of Amena, the all-powerful woman in
Banishanta. Annoyed and angry, she set her goons 10
deal with Lima.

Witnesses requesting anonymity told that o the
night of February 6, four young men in a drunken con-
dition entered into the house where Lima was confined.

death.

-

. They'hit an her head with a hammer. Lima fell uncon-

Presuming her to be dead, they called in Mati and
Sekander, the so-called cashiers of the nearby police
camp. To avoid the charge of killing, they conspired and
sel the house on fire at dead of night. Lima was bumnt to

Amena informed the police that Lima died in the
fire. Residents say she managed the police with the help
ofa powerful quarter tosuppress the fact.

Informed sources said that about three months ago,
Lima and two other girls were procured from Dhaka
City through agents who promised them lucrative jobs
abroad. Bult to their surprise and agony, they landed in 27
the sexvillage of Banishanta.

Leaders of Banishanta use to collect good looking
young girls from different parts-of the country and
engage themin sexwork without any registration.

f
! Iwaoseparate cases were filed
15 injured as
locals clash
in Rajshahi

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rajshali

Al least 15 people were injured, five
of them critically, in a clash between
two rival groups oflocals at Alimganj
under Rajpara police station in
Rajshabhi city Friday night.

Some grocery shops, three
houses and one clubroom were
looted and torched during the clash.

Five seriously injured were
admitted to Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital. They were identi-
fied as Masud, 17, Entazul, 22,
Alauddin, 35, Selim, 17, and Kamal,

Four abductors
handed over

to police
UNB, Kushtia

Local people caught four abductors
in Mirpur upazila in Kuchlia and
after mass beating handed them
over to police recently.

Police said that the four youths
abducted Ashraful Islam, 22, ai
gunpoint from Khas Mahal village in
Gangni upazila of Meherpur district
and on their way to Kushtia town in a
car when they reached
Khalsihakandi bazaar in the upazila
the victim cried out for help.
Apprehending danger the vouths
left him at the bazaar and drove
towards the Kushtia town. But the
chasing people blocked the road at
Nimtala on Kushtia-Meherpur road
and caught the abductors. They

Majampur, Raju, 25 and Bazlu, 32, of
lalipara in Kushtia town and Toukir,
30, driver ol the car, A case was filed.

i | : were identified as Bipul, 28, of

Veteran freedom fighter Maj Gen (Retd) Subid Ali Bhuiyan addressing a meeting at South Sotanandi village under
Daudkandi upazila in Comilla district recently which was arranged by General Bhuiyan Supporters’' Forum

o

BDR jawan gets 20-yr RI for'r

possessing illegal arms

UNSB, Joypurhat

A courtin Joypurhat has sentenced a
BDR jawan to 20-year Rigorous
Imprisonment (RI) for possessing
ilegal arms.

According to prosecution, in
brief, local people caught red
handed BDR member Shahidul
Istam with a pipe gun and one round
of bullet while he along with his
accomplice Humayun Ahmad was
snatching money from a man at
Battaliin Sadar upazilaon Joypuhat-
Mongalbari Road on June 28, 1998
Humayun, however, managed to
flee thescene,

shahidul who was handed over
10 police was on leave during the
incident, BDR sources said. Later
villager Omar Paruq liled a case
against the two under arms act and
police after investigation submitted
charge-sheet against them.

After examining the witnesses
andWecords Special Tribunal Judge
Rezaul Islam awarded the punish-
ment acquitting the other accused
onApril 3.

Another report from Jessore
adds: Two courts here have sen-
tenced eight people 1o life term
imprisonment and two others (o
dilferent terms in three separate
murder and arms cases on Tuesday.

The court also fined the life
timers Tk 20,000 each, in default, to
sullersixyears more Rl

According 1o prosecution,
Sobhan Gazi, Nasiruddin, Amir Ali,
Banazir, Abdus Salam, Rezaul 1slam,

« Kirti Royand Chittastormed into the

house of Sharnajit Chandra Roy of
village Haridaskati in Monirampur
upazila on November 20, 1993 and
looted valuables worth Tk 81,900.
They also shot dead Tito Roy while
fleeing thespot.

A case was filed and police
arrested them. Later they submitted
charge-sheet against them.

Alter examining witnesses and
records special tribunal Judge
Motajedur Rahman handed down
theverdict,

In another case, the same court
awarded a woman 14 years rigorous
IMPrisSonment inan arms case.

The case, in briel, was that police
acting on a tip, arrésted
Meherunnisa, daughter of Moksel
Ali Sardar from Kagojpukur village
in Sharsha upazila with an Indian
revolver on June 26, 1999.

In yet another case Assistant
Sessions Judge Motahar Hossain
sentenced Golam Rasul to five years
Rl in a drug smuggling case. The
court also flined him Tk 1000, in
default, to suffer three months
more,

According 1o the prosecution,
police acting on secrel information
arrested Golam Rasul from old
Kasba areain the town last year with
56 bottles of phensidyl syrup.
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A workshop, organised by Local Partnerships for Urban Poverty Alleviation
Project (LPUPAP). was held recently in Sirajgan;.

Speakers put accent on |

poverty alleviation

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sirajgan;

If the urban poor are given training
on various income generating
activities they will be able 10 break
away from the vicious cycle of pov-
erty, speakers at a workshop in
Sirajganjsaid.

Government, local government
bodies and non-governmental
organisations should make a con-
certed effort to eradicate peverty,
the speakers told the Orientation
and Community Action Plan
Presentation Workshop held
Bhashani Auditorium in Sirajganj
town on march 27,

The workshop was organised by
lLocal Partnerships for Urban
Poverty Alleviation Project
(LPUPAP) under the technical and
financial assistance of LGED, UNDP
and UNCHS (United Nations Centre
for Human Settlement). Sirajgan;
Municipality extended all-out
cooperation for holding the work-
shop.

I'he workshop was presided over
by Abu Mohammad Gulam Quibria,
Chairman of Sirajganj Municipality
and chief of project co-ordination
committee of LPUPAP Sirajganij.

National Project Manager ol
UNCHS Omar Farook Khan,
Training Co-ordinator of UNCHS
Nilular Ahmed Karim, [ield Co-
ordinator of Rajshahi LPUPAP Md
Najrul Islam, Participatory Planning
Otficer of Sirajganj LPUPAP Hasan
Zahid Tapu, among others, spoke on
the occasion.

Nanonal Project Manager of
UNCHS Omar Farook Khan said
Bangladesh is one of the poorest
countries where most people, par-
ticularly women, are unskilled.
Many urban people are now living in
slums without basic amenities, he
said, adding that the poverty can be
eradicated through imparting

170 out of 282 families in Shajad

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A local non-government organisation m Sirajganj is about 1o set unigue
sample by providing hundred per cent coverage in use of samtary latrines,

Programmes for Peoples Development (PPD), a pariner organisation of
NGO Forum for Drinking Water and Sanitation covered almost 60 per cent
households of Alokdia village in Shajadpur upazila of Sirajganj district with
sanitarylatrines.

Out of 282 families, it now covers more than 170 lamilies who have aopled
forusing water sealed sanitary latrines in their homes,

“When we sel out for the mission of supplying sanitary latrines in the
. Village we got very negative response since people here were used (o kutcha
’i totlet, But through our specially designed advocacy programmes we broke
ihe ice especially among those who did not believe in investing money for
such @n idea that hardly gives any return,” said Nazneen Choudhury,
Executive Director of PPD,

Showing round the village Nazneen also said, “When we started only 1010
12 houses had sanitary latrines at the beginning last year,”

“Thad no latrine. My family used open space for the purpose and we had
stinking smell round the year, But since ook the latrine it is noweleaner and
better condition,” said old manYahiva Khan

PPIg is currently working in many other villages promating not only
Simitary latrines but also hand pumped tohe-wells.

PPD started implementing Water and Sanitation programme since early
1990 In co-operation with NGO Forum for | rinkingWaterand Sanitation.

Under the programme it is supplying cost-elfective tube-wells that
enables water to draw from 201035 feel deep. Only members ol village devel-

apmentcommitiee are eligible for loan between Taka 3,000 and Tk 20.000 on

casy lermslor purchase of the tube-wells and latrines.

50 far we have disbursed over Taka six crore (0 our members since 1995
anddemand isincreasi ngeveryday,” said Nazneen,

A poor young farmer in Alokdia village said, “I do not have sufficient
money (o buy a tube-well but with loans | already bought one which | share
withanothersixneighbouring families,” g

PPD s exccuting its activities mainly in Shajadpur and Ullapara upazilas
In Sirajganj district and Sherpur upazila in Bogra district, With technical
assistance from NGO Forum it has also constructed six arsenic iron removal
plants and hive rainwalter harvesting plants. A total of about 100 families use
the facilities.

Lach of the iron arsenie removal plant costs about Tk 8,000, twenty per
centotwhich comes from the beneficiaries and the rest is borne by PP,

Through such programmes NGO Forum has covered over 86 villages
tunder its WATSAN programme in Bogra region which includes training ol
over 1,500 local NGO workers and 630 ordinary people of the communit v and
1400 caretaker women,

pur use sanitary latrines

i—-r-

vocational training to the poor.

Some 225 LPUPAP projects will
be implemented in the country to
help rehabilitate about 7 lakh urban
people.,

Chairman .of Sirajganj
Municipality said erosion by the
River Jamuna is the main reason of
migration of poor people in the
town. He thanked LPUPAP for
undertaking the programme.

Earlier, LPUPAP officials focused
on objectives of the project, its
components and institutional
arrangements for implementing the
programme.
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PHOTO STAR

Mangd trees
start blooming
in Netrakona

UNB, Nerrakona

Buds started appearing on mango
trees with the advent of spring giving
mango orchards an attractive look in
Netrakonadistrict.

According to an estimate, there
are about five lakh mango trees in 10
upazilas of the district of which
mango orchards in Kendua and
Sadar upazilas are famous for pro-
ducing qualiry and delicious man-
LOA.

Experts attributed widespread
budding in mango trees 1o not-so-
coldweatherthiswinter.

I the weather continuesto do the
favour, they said, mango output in
the coming season would break the
country's previous record.

They said mango production in
the district could be boosted further
by encouraging the growers to apply
modern methods in mango farm-
ing.

PHOTO: STAR

One worker of Uttaran, a Non-governmental Organisation (NGO) distributing
sanitary latrine to a flood victim of Shibpur under Sadar upazila in Satkhira
district recently. The organisation distributed 2,000 sanitary latrines among

the flood affected people of the district.

Computer Centre of Shahjalal University of Science and Technology
(SUST), Sylhet arranged recently a computer training course. Prof
Habibur Rahman, Vice-Chancellor, Dr Zafar Igbal, Pro VC of the univer-
sity and trainer of the course Computer Engineer Mohammad Mahbub
addressed the trainers on the concluding session of the course.

Diarrhoea breaks out in Nilphamari

BSS, Nilphamari -

Diarrhoea has broken out in an epidemic formin Nilphamarn district.

According to hospital sources, Babli, 4, daughter of Babul Hossain of village South
Rajib of Kishoreganj Upazila, died of diarrhoea on Saturday in Kishoreganj Health
Complex. The disease attacked atleast 50 people here last week.

Chimbuk-Thanchhi road work going on

UNB, Bandarban

Construction work on Chimbuk-Thanchhi road is progressing fast al a cost of Tk 60
crore. Sixteen Engineering Construction Battalion (16 ECB) of Bangladesh Army is
implementing the project. Of the total allocation, some Tk 25 crore has already been
spent for this purpose. -

The project officer said 16 ECB undertook the construction work on the 54-km road
after Roads and Highways Department failed to build the road on nigh hillsides. About
S0+per cent work on the road has already been completed and the rest of the work is
expected lo be completed by 2003.

Youth allegedly commits suicide

UNB, Kislioreganj '
A youth allegedly committed suicide by hanging himself at his bedroom at Akhrabazar
In Kishoreganj Municipality Wednesday. The victim was identified as Nurul Islam alias
Murad, 22, a bus helper and son of Selim Reza

Police said Murad, who got married with his cousin about four months back took
nis own life over a family quarrel with his parents. Later on police recovered the body
from the spot and sent it to Kishoreganj Sadar Hospital morgue for autopsy. A UD case
was filed with police in this connection

487 BNP leaders, workers sued under PSA

UNSB, pabna
A lotal of 487 BNP leaders and workers were sued under Public Safety Act (PSA) in
Pabna district for their alleged involvement in violent activities curng last 60-hour
counlovwide hartal

Police said one case was filed with Chatmohar thana against 19 leaders and
workers including Chatmohar Municipality BNP president Prof Sultan Mahmud on
Monday and another case against 192 with Sujanagar thana on Tuesday. Besides, a
case was filed under PSA against 100 BNP leaders and workers indluding former MP
Sirajul Islam and two other cases against 176 with Iswardi thana on Sunday.

Bid to stop carrying passengers illegally

UNB, Sherpur
Police, in a bid to stop carrying of passengers on goods-carrying trucks, seized six
trucks and one tank-lorry on Dhaka-Sherpur Highway in Sherpur on Wednesday. They
also arrested drivers and helpers of these vehicles seized from Nakla and Sadar
upaziias.

The vehicles were released on the following day as there is no law to keep them
confined. The number of accidents on the highway increased due to camrying of
passengers on goods-laden vehicles.

Disabled Day observed

UNB, Rajbari

National Disabled Day was observed in Rajbari district on Wednesday through holding
vanous programmes. A rally was brought out in the town under the leadership of new
woman Deputy Commissioner Razia Bequm.

Laler, a3 discussion meeting was held in front of DC office where about 200 disabled
people took part. Among others, Prof M Akbar Ali, Abdus Sattar Miah, Shamsun Nahar
Chowdhury, Kamrun Nahar Lavli, Humayun Ahmed and Ajgar Ali spoke on the
occasion

50villages to get electricity

UNB, Narayangan)
All villages in Baktabali and Alirtek unions in Narayanganj will come under the
electncity network of Rural Electnfication Board (REB) by the next month.

Unlike the townsmen, inhabitants of some 50 villages in the unions had no access
lo electnaity, although their villagers are located near the district town. State Minister for
Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Prof Rafiqul Islam, addressing a meeting in
Baktabali union Wednesday, told the villagers that they would get power from the next
month

Fire victims get relief materials

UNB, Panchagar
Former minister and BNP leader Jamir Uddin Sirkar MP visited the fire victims of
Bodhgaon village in Atwari upazila in Panchagarh distnct on Frdpur

He talked to the wictims, inquired about their conditions and distributed relef
materials among them. Some 127 dwelling houses were burnt to ashes on March 24 in
a devastating fire forcing thousands of villagers including chidren to live under the sky.
The government has allocated 2 30 metric tons of nce for the vichims. Officials so far
distributed only Tk 100 perfamily.

Training on vegetable farming

UNB, Shariatpur
A two-day training programme on vegetable farming was held at Nana upazila counci
auditonum in Shanatpur recently

Some 120 farmers from various parts of the upazila !ook part in the course
organised by Agnculture Extension Department (AED). AED experts conducted the
training course, aiming to familianse the growers with modem methods of farming.
Another two-day training course on self-employment conduded at the BSCIC officer
recently. Bangladesh Small and Cottage Industnes Corporation (BSCIC) organised the
workshop participated by some 58 unemployed youths, including girls. After the
raining, the youths were given loan for undertaking small but income-generating
programmes

Construction of BAU laboratory starts

UNB, Myimensingh
Construction work on the central laboratory of Bangladesh Agriculture University

(BAU) has started.

BAU Vice Chancellor Prof Dr M Anwarul Islam inaugurated the construction work
involving Tk 76 lakh on the 8000 square-foot laboratory on the university campus.
Faculty deans and senior teachers of the university were present at the naugural
$eason

New youth training centre in Noakhali

UNB, Noakhali

With a view to making the unemployed youths self-reliant, a youth training centre has
been built at Gabua in Begumganj upazila of Noakhal district at a cost of Tk 3 crore.
State Minister for Youth, Sports and Cultural Affairs Obaidul Quader inaugurated the
centre on Saturday.

ADC Monsur Raja Chowdhury, Director General of Youth Development Directorate
ASM Shamsul Alam, Project Director Mosharraf Hossain and Awami League leaders
Prof Mohammad Hanif and Mahmudur Rahman Belayet were present on the occasion.
The youths of greater Noakhali district would be imparted training on income-
generating programmes from the next month, official sources said. Pnme Minister
Sheikh Hasina laid the foundation stone of the youth training centre on October 28,
1999 :
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