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Vot S e ) is likely to stand trial in Belgrade for I tihn '1: is lor the United Nations  ing a historic wrong. Itis astep they  whereitlanded inaChinesemilitary  Summer Olympics.
£ % 3 abuse of power corruption and  tribunal in The Hague to call shouldbe encouraged 1o 1ake, airfield. The pilot of the Chinese
DCS mUSt malntaln StrlCt other domestic crimes committed  Milosevic to account for the war On the other side of the globe 1o i'l' ledp milsalis For the first time in his presi-
during his 13-year rule. For now, crimes of which he is accused. The : 2, TLADEARIS B dency, George Bush is facing a split
h tension between Washington and have swarmed all cy, Lbeorge
. se-mi - | ¥ ethnic cleansing of B ia and th : B! d The Chinese have
o this once-mighty tyrant no longer cansing ol Bosnia and the  Beijing is mounting aftera U.S among his most loyal supporters as
neutra_llty lives in his tony villa in Belgrade; campaign in Kosovo both of which gy rveillance ai 'g[a crar.o.navy  averthasise of the aryll-S SiEEmit rival factions push him in different
| : ' instead, he languishes behind bars  included mass murder, torture, ope a0 E;;:r’:l:cw&:mf::;:cd :U S C L directions over thisincident, Onone
We strongly endorse President's call in a Balkan jail. With Milosevic  rape, the buming and loofing of  souhern Ching. Ahe wamp oy ronies gear it contained. Although &y, "5 0 "social conservatives,
el ' i foante YDrosid behind bars, the government of homes and businesses, and other hieter iR ‘ ALANG-0 the U.S. government have com- demandingthatheadoptahardline #
HESE are words of immense ?lgmﬁh}nt?' 1S ?'?‘ President Kostunica, which came to  atrocities  are crimes against tiween (he two countries could plained 3331'“' it saying it violates against China, a country i.hat they j
Shahabuddin Ahmad has reminded district and divi- power in a relatively free election, humanity that need to be fully aired S'f a:rcely have come at a more sensi- imematlunall norms, they would 7ot e te On the other side are
sional commissioners that they must maintain “strict should now give its authority to a  beforeaninternational court. ltwas ¥ inglrmm*.ln TECEIt Weeks Lhe, | haREEE SRl the ies wealthy REF"' blican business inier-
neutrality” while discharging their national duties. We hunt for other war-crimes suspects.  noteasy for the Belgrade authorities  'MPending sale of sophisticated  werereversed. doit
Y aischarging U : DR. A. R, CHOUDHURY , ‘ }LS. military equipment to Taiwan The U.S. government has ©5tsandintemationalists who don't
strongly endorse this significant piece of advice. _ XN/ - . B want Bush to rock the boat any more
The President's remarks have focused on a very basic — than is necessary. Bush's foreign
issue, which is to ensure that the long arm of the govern- A AT T e T R " policy handlers see real opportunity
ment, extending as it does into the district and divisional captured headlines in news: .. Ol' l“ v B LIS i well as danger in this crisis.
levels, remains completely impartialand above rep_roalch. papers around the world. - . : A Wll L Wk R ROR S I mmgu@dm“ts is no Baa); of Pig:sthe
Unfortunately, the officers of the gevernment, District and While some may refer to one The extradition of Milosevic to The Hague would not compromise Yugoslavia'a independente or constitute a surren- ::IE'\ r:l: a ;,531.?,:: 1,:1}0 wonar:
Divisional Commissioners included, have been increasingly of these events as payback time, the : . : : g g AN : .
encouraged by our political leaders to adopt a partisan pos- | other has raised genuine concern der to NATO or the United Nations; on the contrary, it would promote national healing, bolster Yugoslavia's ties with oonmemal ;'?l:?ﬂdaﬂgt isb!;ﬂl:
L . 4 : -‘- P g . W : T s firet le . e - . - - . " - - # - stm ntosctenu sa u
ture. The Leader of the Opposition has openly called on civil ;:;;lﬂﬂ::liﬂti} IIII;:JIE::L |: ::::ii-;:l::,[-l.';ﬁ:{ its European neighbours, burnish its international image and foster its economic development... hisexpen.genuan diegitimacy;
servants to abandon their posts and join the movement to Y gnts 0, pommaty in Serbia's  Heiahtened tensio W - . : :
e g:n‘ﬂ[[][]'[(‘]][ [I}:‘L[}l.lgh repeated hartals. The Prime ::;,:p?b;i;il::n ;_r(::::l:‘:::l::miil;lml;:[l”lld“: : g : tld I St. n h:tt een V::shl;ns?ton anc! Bespng WOII"d be to no one's adv??tage. c'@ﬂl’ly much is at stake... No doubt the new U.S., §MIHB-
Minister, on her part, while also addressing members of the | peace and international accep- on-hostile relations between the U.5. and China are essential for peace and stability in theAsian-region. g{‘:::l"?o‘:;‘"g ‘;nﬂm"‘:;‘;“;:];?;;
district administration has called upon them not to allow tance; and muir w{lm'm :l.u the mundi with China than the previous

o | sr deve > ork. This is ing : off between the United States and A e e AR : . + s
hartals to hamper de ‘*}“"P”“ ni “(?_r]\.- H'HI?'!h "E”“”E but a Chins relating (athe USsurvellance At the top of the listar I.L:Itkn@"ddl[‘ to summonup the courage todetain  the defection to the United States of  expressed regrel over the incident, administration. It talks about the
call to takea 5“"“.‘ QgaIns! the opposition afliance. _ o aircraft that was forced to Jand in ilﬂl_i _'Hilﬂ}“'ilﬂ _iﬁurl'ildf-ll‘- Im"m_vr Milosevic. But Serbia's need for aChinese army officer, and the U.S.  which falls far short of Beijing's new realism in U.S. foreign policy

The negative inference of these political statements 1s e PRIRG, liim.;mn Tun' nnlilldr}'] and political  economic aid gives the outside intention to sponsor a resolution in demands for an apology. An analysis -~ that has replaced the soft-centred
i . iy . y e 53 L n . . L} B f ( ¥ g - ;.u.l " 1 " yi I 1 . R . .
obvious, but let us rppu;:_t them lor the :Tnllu, ol ¢ lﬂ[)l]dhl?ﬁ. ]!u 'he arrest of former Yugoslav ( u|"t‘1:'\|li\:‘r“}lr|‘{1illmlT‘Hlll' lltii::m g ';'t:rld d_[jlrl}“:t;.r'[l:il lever in ﬁ;.run?; '.h'“ Geneva r.:undemning Beijing's  oftheincident would show that both internationalism of the Clinton era. |
district administration is a nucleus of state power. District President Slobodan Milosevic prom- '(M"‘“mwm wt T’;u BRI ‘_" q’“‘ ‘; N;’_‘i‘“_”‘"}j‘ t;“‘*‘»;'f"“j”' lo f—‘xlff'd'lt‘ human rights record have all  governmentsaretryingtofindaway Bul tough rhetoric would only help i
Commissioners are pivotal instruments of governance and ises to help bring justice to thou- :‘ud e mh”t_p"tm,r:“”:‘-:',”;:J N!;I;;::‘:':(“'ﬁ'r] f'_"""_’" f"}“{’“""“.“’_‘ abraded the U.S.-China relation- out of the standoff before more 10 raise the temperature. !
exert immense influence. As magistrates, they are responsi- | sands of his many victims in Bosnia 8" il*llliil‘iul m-'-h!mh‘ L T hwu‘_“rt_’ﬁld;',';rfr’;_l: J"‘I:;Lri ill‘r:i‘ff‘:{j”l":’ ship. These cuts and scrapescamein  damageis donetorelationsberween  Heightened tension between Wash-
ble for upholding the law. As collectors they are the fiscal arm and Kosovo. As such, it will lessen - 0000 i b e S e Gl Kuutunil‘;erm)rmmﬁu _Iihh‘it‘ ' : lhu1 context of long-standing com-  the two countries. The response, or lngl:un and Beijing would be 10 no

L5 .nt. Their modern role axtends iiito develop- the likelihood of further spasms ol (honsht- o baslavakto: BT {hiea. s SSARI] ;Iﬁ‘ Sk '“"i’:. plaints lodged by both these coun-  lack thereof, from the respective one's advantage. Clearly much is al
e T g radds | ir scope of influence ethinic violence in the Balkans, But 1'h'ml-:1-a im )r:m:llht' chances of : Kni’[ bl -dﬁl I:thnnfm“ BY tries about arms sales, trade, and  governments also show the tug-of-  stake and it would be a grave mis-
ment "‘“‘“}"“PT' " lim h ;mlt‘i.‘“ e m; LRI SUQLICTOp LIV e the cause of justice requires other = l:‘m lm'lh-ﬁlmwir ey l'h'{mT: %L'rl)lllatit'lll'n:::rtﬁl‘iri ':‘;l:ﬂdt.“”::"‘;. environmental pollution. war that is going on behind the t'ake on either side 1o allow this
f"t |.I1“\'I|l fg‘ll[. {jl l ]{1{ t]\-- l. 1‘.‘ l IHEI-IL‘[ HL lﬂlnlhlrﬂllUI] “\ EI]]p{)l"b"t" ms h ' lh ' ovel r”nL-:”i l” B'l.‘l" o . L : . - « L . : : L ‘1‘ i | 0 () - - N n ! . E » 1 - . - .

: R Y R B \ ave far-reaching c \auences k_l,t_l H) | i - ek whitewash. ItisforaYugoslavcourt  Milosevic to The Hague would not . Infrud'lng .Uih' SPY planes and SC?PE in both Washington and InCIdLnIIoescaldteandl'unl?ersour |
ered 1o take decisions that have far-reaching consequence: Rricc, . o to determine whether, and how compromise Yugosiavia'a inde- \D‘ercepting Chinese jetshavebeen  Beijing the almosphere. Non-hostile rela- |
on this nation. _ : | S | | ['L"L “"."_”;']r\d"’“f”_“_'f.“'“f‘”.1_[':“'“"{: severely, (0 punish Milosevic for pendence or constitute a surrender  P/ayingcat-and-mouse off China for China's balkiness may reflect tions between (he U.S. and China 4" |

The President's voice of neutrality therefore 1s oflmlrdlnul !ll_l_J-li.l lft- :l & W ‘"_“ﬁf”."f s tribuna presiding over the dismemberment  to NATO or the United Nations: on  Y€4rs: }Jndvr these circumstances,  internal disagreements within the ?reessm!tiaj fﬂf.mﬂﬂ and stabiliry ;
il"ll[,"I'O['l, We urge the District and Divisional (:(]I]H]‘]ISHI{]HL‘TS :II |l ::{ :}“‘B‘:‘_:j ri{:]~l|i:'I-t]}:|:::: :"n" K:::T}:': of his country; for lrigguring and the contrary, it would promote an accident was har(_"}r gurpnbing government. The mllitar}r. institu- !n lh.EA:SIEm.rL"glnn.What is needed |
to follow his guidance implicitly. They must never forget that |;I:l -\}hItln:..-w.-if?iQ rlmttmﬁn-n_--kl i“ h:- losing four wars; for neediessly national healing, bolster Yugosla- What caused the current crisis, it tionally defiant and resentful of inthissituation are cool heads1olay
they are officers of the state and not of any political party. Nor extradited immediately to The Provoking a two-month NATO via's ties with its European neigh-  4Ppears, wasaChinese lighterplane  challenge, probably wants a tough the foundations for a mature rela-

< w foreet th: Y ers are sanctioned by the state iy e 7 o 7" bombing campaign; for making his  bours, burnish its international  that flew 100 close (o a US. navy line towards the Americans; while tionship between these two coun-
must they forget that their powers are sanctioned Dy the sl Hague to face these charges. , | : : : _ : g s _ al : , : gl

hich represents all the people, and not just one segmentof | although all who respect human SOUNUY aninternational pariah; for — image and foster ils economic surveillance plane, bumped it, then  the political leadership may not  lries. A mature relationship is one
WNCILIEDIES S < 0 e [ s ;'ighh E‘i“”‘lm g Im'hiim o m.“:‘m abuse of power; for embezzlement  development. The people and crashed into the South China Sea. want a drawn-out controversy that thal is not held hostage to isolated
Il o 5 b . and for various other home-grown rovernment of Yugoslavia would be  The American patrol craft imped o would imperil trade relations or incidents or poini-scoring propa-
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e urge € ) i hi oulrages. seen as laking a major step to right ainan Island, ol the China coast, China's chances to host the 2008 - ganda.
sioner to understand the immense responsibility on nis or :
her shoulders. They must live up to the faith this nation and o .
e nien veclen e ey | V[ OISt rebels step up attacks in Nepal
that upon their total neutrality rests not just the :‘»jnm}lh
functioning of government, but the continuing confidence
of the people in the fundamental notion of democracy. : ~its support towards a negotiated industry as the 'war' is intense in  tion" and was joining mainstream  had expressed his willingness 1o to confront the security forces. ‘1
settlement of the insurgency which — some parls of Nepal and a sense of  regular politics. He later issued a  broker the peace talks between the  Innocent people often become i
Accent On biotechnolo has become a H‘Iili[]l’fﬂiﬂhlhﬂ\ I{.”‘.'ht n‘lw{:unt}' pL‘Fﬁlﬁl'ﬁ because ol the Hlﬂlt‘ml‘nl. 10 say that he was or- gﬂvemmenlmd[herebcls_ victims of |heir operauuns and this |
gy g:n'vr‘nlnl‘:lll. Main opposition  stalking insurgents who make no  tured to give earlier views and that The Maoist insurgents began causes public apathy and anger. As '
FE’ZHOT “ 10 ‘FHI'T OUT ”E’(’d? l\-t-pu} S (,ummu:_m_l I’;l(l};-l]ﬂlh*d t'{unva about the Iu_r.'t that "dqslrlllg"- the government had forced him to  their insurgency in 1996 and they such, they are aware of this situa-
1LLC UL AR S i Marxist and Leninist (NCP-UML)  tion [or the !-":El](l‘ ol {Tlmblrlllt‘llf')n' Is  make the statement. The rebels, also want, among other objectives, tion, and possibly cannot afford to
S I realistic to expect our research scientists to ”1}‘]\9 haveolleredtomediate betweenthe — one ol their avowed principles.  who model themselves after Peru’s  to dismanile the feudal structure tum a total blind eve to efforts for
scientific and technological breakthrough? It ij-mm.]}r government and the rebels on l_hu since Nepal is close (o communist ~ “Shining Path" guerrillas and  that remains inpractice in parts of  peace if there existed scope for
A isn't. True, we have quite a few brilliant researchers in Issue for resolution ol Ihy- conflict.  giant China geographically, it is describe themselves as "Lal Shena”, the country. accommodation of some of their
different branches of science and technology. However, they I'he government carlier favourably  possible that the Maoists draw  then announced that they would Two sides were in touch on the demands’ also as a face-saving
have not been, still are not, adequately sponsored to make :-;-ap:;uiu._mli [;?kwrl;un dt--rlnemdﬁ u} _]p.]ﬁ)'c:;}l{:ugu:a!dﬁlrq}g_th [r;;:rm lh;erv. _III_;H talk to the present government.  problem for a dialogue but without  formula. On the other hand, the ;
: - - g - - : 1e Maoists like release ol some * Maoists, ide r ‘mselve: > POVE 3 N accus TR f : : -
groundbreaking achievements ke decipheringthe BOokof | z4cuu, AuED CHONDHURY e ocnen s et s S cniinglhemshes e gowminnt the accused he - anyrogese nylaurlbsnees | nurgency e aseiguspobemor |
e : : : . e - & - ol 4w 5. - ern- : *Pe . N L f di- Dels s sed 1alks as W IV - : » ' 1 r
Life," as human genome is widely known. For research scien- ] b ! - Ay EAIEPIQPOSCC LIRS 25 L OIS BIVITTE SOME CONCESMOTS Jr?lf government which obviously |
tists of a third world country such as ours, it's much too far- R —— “ gmemletrﬂ :&:teoi::;‘er:;ll;]ﬂ lhis.T;:lt:
fetched a proposition to ‘T\'ﬂ_rk on genomics, F:ISIrOI[}h}'SICS or HIRTY policemen were | _ o - T R e seems not in a position tol Ectrmih £ |
the like. The approach should be pragmatic. We need to Killed and meéretthan 20 : | 'IT ERS OUN 5 JIN . o ‘%F B supp !ithem.pBDmmthe e |
focus more on reaping maximum benefit, as appropriate to injured when Maojst guerfil -} e N A G, i L L AVAL R LA L JANLT U r"' | hastopuupabraveface. - . . ;
us, out of the scientific and technological successes | lasthrewbombsonapolicepartyon  Maoists say they are opposing the "state terrorism" by the government. How far the rebels can really go is doubtful  The'govetnment is embroiled'in - Pl
achieved in the developed world. In that direction, the first April 2 in western Nepal, dealing b thei 3 3 atiack to b di di A Bt cari il o k b bi a crisis over the opposition demand |
the minister of science and technology got it right when he 'fﬁ_‘-]*'l L‘F!”f}"_?l&l SR h"hihlf{ fkiidi- headache for the government in Nepal. o pllut PrESSUTE On }he government 1;_
accentuated development of biotechnology to be self- | & '€usts. 1heatfackin the Hukum _ . _ _ ' : torelease their men from prison and |
sufficientin food production. districtis one of the most daring by mentsays the ballisnowin thecourt  ists), have time and again accused a publicity stunt. Deputy prime to each other. But given the com- consider the uliras as a force to |
T e R SR 3 : o the ultras who have kept the govern-  of the rebels for a meaningful dia-  the government of repression and  minister and home minister Ram  plexities of the issuesinvolvedinthe  réckon with, have stepped up their ’-.

We have succeeded to put a brake on the hitherto spiral- e tArTaaliv on th fabs Bt Taathie : , e : , : >OUEIS : Salence. Té e S .
line fertilitv rate. Still. the best scenariois that the population | oore, EUaty on Hae toes a1 feastin - logueto end theinsurgency. Butthis  killing of their ranks and leaders. ~ Chandra Poudel said recently that  discussions, it will be rather naive to e LD |
INgIc y rate. st LML IALHVIR (G S PR some areas of the country. The  development notwithstanding, no  Several of their key figures were the government was always ready expect any breakthrough at the explosions in recent days in and i
would plateau at around 180 million in 2025. The biggest | Himalayan country is rocked by a  meaningful progress has taken arrested either during combat fortalksandtheballwasinthecourt moment, The present Maoist insur- ~ around capital Kathmandu. One
challenge, therefore, is feeding the teeming millions. Given more than four-year-old insurgency  place towards a dialogue between operations or from the hideouts. of the rebels since some of their gency has been intensified overthe Pomb went off near the house of
the disconcertingly decreasing arable land in our disposal, by the Maoists who want 10 over-  (he two sides in recent times. This  The general secretary of the group conditionshad beenmet. last two years in a country mired by former inspector general of police
the task is indeed Herculean. The equation is simple: we | throw of the ceremonial monarchy  sjiuation casts a shadow on the who uses the name "Prachanda” Earlier, general secretary of the poverty. Many people are attracted A-K.Kharel. Another device ;
need to produce as many times more as possible than and the Pafllﬂ'“t‘ﬂ'arif sysiem _”! peaceful atmosphere in this other- said the authorities must end opposition Nepal's Communist to the ultra-leftists' campaign but exploded in lhECMheﬂ of Nepali 4’
before. Genetically modified seed varieties hold the answer fl‘r‘f11f}t‘fﬂﬂ?' .”,1 the L"-’JEUHIT_}I’J ‘-‘-'hllt’ wise relatiw!y calm south Asian repre:c,sinn against his men before Pa_rty{NCP-UM'L} Madhav Kumar many are also getting disillus;'oned ﬁongregs é;:k':‘hak“ Lekhnath |
all right; however, we need to be extremely cautious while asking to change the social and  country, which also houses the anydialogue. ~ said some of his party leaders met  with. the prospects of the violent ~ “UPane in SRR At ooT i
using them. We all know about the predator seeds and the economic structures. Ihey have  secretariat of the seven-nation Three months ago, the govern- ~ Maoist chiefs in an insurgency hit . insurgency. s L . Y

e BN e & NE gained strength in recent imes and ~ South Asian Association for ment released Dinesh Sharma, a  district in midwest Nepal and it was The political instability in the Maoists say they are opposing }
navocthiesemaywreak on the ecosysteny. . conflict with the security forces has  Regional Cooperation (SAARC). It  high ranking rebel leader, after the his belief that the rebels were keen  countryisanotherreason forviolent the “state terrorism” by the govern- ;

r_h_e way Ol‘“ ) Ih"-‘ d._‘!“-‘r“‘md is application of biotechnol- claimed more that 1600 lives so far.  glso draws big number of tourists  Maoist leaders wanted to know his  for dialogue. He said Maoist them-  activities by the Maoists, who say Ment. How far the rebels can really {
ogy In our context. We will bU"QW gechno!ogy from the Efforts are continuing for a settle-  from across the world for the charm  whereaboutsasacondition fortalks. ~ selves were doubtful about the they are hell-bent is carrying out 89 IS doubtful because their cam- ]
acc_u:nplnl]gg nations but must tailor it to suit our purpose mc-n_l_ul the problem through dis-  andbeautyofthe Himalayasandthe  Soon after his release, he toldapress ~ success of their violent campaign.  their campaign. But they are alsoat  Pa!gn and. atracks seem (o be spo- ;
while not takingatoll on the ecology. Any planon biotechno- cussions but so far no tangible  mount Everest. Tourism is @ major  conference that he was quitting Some sources said Madhav Kumar  times in disarray due to internal thc and less organised. But cer- |
logical development should have that as aguiding principle. }“'f}d“'d}' could be made. The coun-  industry for the country but the rebel politics since he was disen-  himself held talks with rebel leader  dissension, lack of means to sustain tainly they have become a big head-

try's opposition party has also lent  Maoist insurgency is affecting the  chanted with "killings and destruc-  Prachanda. The opposition leader themselves and necessary weapons acheforthegovernmentin Nepal.
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Hartal forwhom? Power not priority PHOTORI QI T T R Tl I AT

[t is really frustrating to learn thatl
the Opposition hasagain called a 72-
hour hartal. How can a poor country
like Bangladesh allord hartal on
three consecutive days? Do the
politicians realise how they are
coppling the country's economy?
[hey are not hurting the raling
party, instead it is the country and
the people that are being hurt

Soon the next general elections
are going 1o be held. Why can't the
opposilion political parties wait that
long? What is their rush? The politi-
cians should look around the world.
How many opposition political
parties in other countries resort (0
such violenttactics?

| hope good sense will prevail
upon our leaders, and they will
refrain from such destructive atti-
tudes.

Neelima Hassan
Taoronto, Cancada

|
I'he lTour-party alliance led by the
BNP are calling meaningless hartals
one alter another. Why are they
resorting 1o such political unrest?
Lhe answer is simple, 1o upsel the

government. But don’t they realise  government to address the pressing Lubna Rashid green and red, the map of Bangla-

the main victims of hartal are necds ol the people, but it is an Dhaka desh in gﬁld came out very Shﬂm ‘
rickshawpullers, Il'l"l'b]l{;u[.ln".'t‘f‘wdlltl irony that the Prime Minister is ' attractive and meaningful. ‘1: 3
]h'tr}[]h‘ 8] d.i’i walks of lile not the leaving us in a worse off condition Can’t we have the map of Ban- il
ruling party? il i Spaainy Ban thebanners gladesh back again on the national |

In the month ol May two major
examinationsHSC and the O and A
|.evels are scheduled 1o take place. |
request the opposition leaders nol
10 declare any hartal in that month,
Students are the luture generation ol
the country and their education
should be kept above all political

considerations, Small-time traders buy fuel in makeshift containers from petrol pumps that have sprung up recently on the outskirts of the Dhaka has almost become a city backonthepatianal flag. |
Moin ul-Alam A H Dewan city. The traders sell the fuel at cheaper prices to lorries and buses. The chance of selling spurious fuel is high. The authori- ofbanners. Banners are everywhere.  Khondkar Habib i
Eskaton Garden, Dhaka Dlidkn | ties must regulate fuel supply to ensure safety and protect the environment. Be itin the ciry parks, road islands,  Sowth Bishil, Mirpur '

[1 1s strange to see our Prime Minis-
ler engaged in various constructive
programmes but in the dark aboul
frequent load-shedding and the
immense sullerings of people
Recently the Prime Minister gave
a directive to ensure the supply of
electricity without any interruption,
but like the past, her directive has
gone with the wind. It has gone
because there has been no prolifera-
tion ol generation of power with the
demand of electricity growing
rapidly as each day has passed.
Barely a month has passed since
summer has set in, but load-
shedding has begun with a ven-
geance, 1o the intolerable woes ol
the people. Apart from living ameni-
ties and productive services which
are being badly affected by load-
shedding, the student community,
especially the examinees have been
put to unbearable odds. Even the
hospital emergency scrvices have
come (o an abrupl stop as supply of
electricity stops without any notice.
Five years are a pretty long time for a

example.

People would be happier if the
Prime Minister were seen opening
mstallations of power generation
plants to mitigate the power crisis,
That was the priority, but it was nol
pursuedinright earnest.

Readers are invited 1o send in exclusive pictures, colour or black and while, of edilorial value, with all relevant information including date, place and significance of subjecl matter. Pictures recerved will not be retumed.

Fooling with fuel

THIS PHOTORIAL MAS BEEN SENT BY AZIZ AMIRUL FROM UTTARA, WE WOULD LIKE MORE CONTRIBUTIONS FROM OUR READERS. PLEASE SEND US YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS!

This is in reference to the news item
"Criminal silence for three years”
(April 5). 1 am astonished that the
government has concealed the news
of arsenic contamination in
Chapainawabganj municipality for
three years. Are we wailing for a
disaster to strike? But the disaster
has already struck. As per GoB infor-
mation, arsenic contamination has
been found in 59 of 61 districts, and
unofficial records indicate the two
districts have also since fallen in the
contaminated list. According to the
GoB supported British Geological
Survey report of 1999, conservative
figures estimate as many as 24 mil-
lion people are drinking arsenic
contaminated water, with another
80 or more million at risk.

Without rapid action, arsenic will
not only be a major development
issue for Bangladesh, in years (o
come it may become the only issue
of development, exacting staggering
costs for mitigation, water supply,
healthcare, lost productivity, and
human suflering.

It is high time the government
took necessary stepsin this regard.

To make the slogan 'Keep Dhaka
City Clean and Green', meaningful,
serious elforts should be made. To
deal with this issue the authorities
should take notice of many prob-
lems among which the banner
problemisanimportant one,

front of educational institutions, in
residential areas and commercial
districts. Nobody appears to be
concerned about the nuisance they
pose. These old, tattered, outdated,
discoloured banners and festoons
give the entire city a dirty look. They
often obliterate the address as well
as the beauty of a building. Some-
times they pose a hindrance (o
normal movement of traffic. There
appear to be no rules and regula-
tions for proper display of these
banners.

The city fathers are not con-
cerned about this nuisance, Butisn'
it their responsibility to beautify the

city?

Naima Ali
Dhaka

The national flag

Alter thirty long years, it was heart-
ening to see the map of Bangladesh
imprinted in golden colour on the T-
shirts worn by the valiant freedom
lighters, in their massive congrega-
tion on March 31 at Suhrawardy
Uddyan. Against the background of

(lag? That is the way it was when the
brave Bangladeshi people rallied
under the flag to fight the Pakistani
Army, leading to the liberation of
the Bengalination.

I call upon the authorities con-
cerned ta put the map of Bangladesh

———
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