DHAKA MONDAY APRIL Y, 2001

T e

Express

The World On Time

Bangladesh Express Co. Ltd. |

|
|
Licensee of Federal Express Corporation | |
95, Motijheel C.A, Dhaka; Tel : 9565114; Fax : 9565112 }

WL S — e w— g —

PACKAGES, DOCUMENTS AND FREIGHT WORLDWIDE

EEST

=\

e

® Dynamic Bass Boost
® b0w pmpo music output
® Repeat & shuffle for CD

e

NEW ©0 ravio casserre pLaves Fron

‘5 PHILIPS

Chitlagony 1 Tel: 720385, 653758

Transcom Electronics Ltd.

DHARA 1 Tel: 8115307-10, 9889192, 601024, 9009044, 8011442

SEMP still in a tangle

Govt-UNDP row over resumption of funding continues

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The late of the Sustaimnable Environment Management
Programme (SEMP) hangs in balance, with the Ministry
of orest and Environment (MoEF) and the United
Nauons Development Programme (UNDP) vet to settle a
rowover resumption ol funding for the project.

he UNDP would close the project in case ol the
ministry’s fatlure (o resume the project carried out by a
numberol NGOs

MoLEF and
e Seplember lasl

i,

UNDP have been at loggerheads over the

project sin vear lollowing suspension
ol tunding by secretary (o the MoEE who 1S also the
natonal project director (NPD).

He made allegations ol 'gross irregularities’ against a
number of NGOs who are sub-implementing agencies
(SIAS) of the USS26m project launched in 1998. About
four mitlion dollars have been released so far.

Alter investigations carried out by the UNDE an
evaluation report prepared by former UNDP chiel in
Dhaka Erling Dessau, who gave 1t a clean bill, noted that
there had been no major impropriety and suggested the

immediate resumption ol funding. It also favoured

direct payment to the SIAS, sources said.

The UNDP submitted the report to the External
Relations Division yesterday.

he report said the SEMP is a unique and successful
prorgamme and Bangladesh could present it at the Rio
plus Ten Earth Summit as asuccess story,

But it falled to impress the national project director,
who abolished the Project Monitoring Unit (PMU),
letting down 40 of its officials and employees on March

L he LUINDP the sources said, termed the action arbi-
trary as it was done without consultation with the
agency. The UNDP favours retaining the existing staff as
theyitfeels were trained onjjob lor the project.

Meanwhile, a meeting of the SIAs was held last week
with Khushi Kabir, chairperson of the Association ol
Development Agencies in Bangladesh (ADAB) it the
chair. The meetng expressed concern over the situgtion
and demanded that the project be resumed and funds
released immediately.

Fhe meeting sources said the SIAS would not attend
any meeting convened by the NPD and the MoEF until
theirdemands are realised,
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Kotaliparabomb incident

Mufti Hannan, 18
othersindicted

UNB, Dk

Nincteen peop luding pnng
;u! decused NMulul Hannan wers
vesterday indicted lor an aboruve

r Priime Minister Shetkh

planting bombs in |

attempt ol
Hasina s life
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Severe power disruption, scorching

“‘..: ”_I!:“!j_'"lt' ;]':':1;;“ L‘Illll__'l]"; :I‘IIIM‘:}:I; heat and trathic jam l}lmu;_.:!u_nu[ the
5 iy o day caused unbearable sulferings to
GOpRigan) magistrale Court in the city dwellers yesterday.
BMAIECLOL, WM e pianiing al 'he demand for power shot up
MASSIVE EXpLOSIVE AEVICES [argeling | gye 10 the heat wave. resulting in
the Prime Ministe) verloading of transmussion lines
Among the 1Y, hve are in jail Loadshedding rose to 120 MW
while the res ncluding Multi | during peak hours vesterday, swhich
"Hannan, are on the run. 15 one hilth of the total power con-
Police said the suspi planied | sumpuon of the city. Besides, there
Iwo powerlul | vas lowvoltage
midnight near the Sheikh Lutla he highest temperature in
Rahman ge al Kotalipan : Dhaka was 354 C and the highest in
kill Prime Minister Sheikh Has the country was 37.8 C in i":iii.“-hnll‘ll
who wa hed | N , vesterday, Meteorological oftice said
1 ' ; 1 , femperaturn hkely (o remain
2000 Umostunchanged today.
Meanwhi AT Power Development Board
detected on Tuly ('l FLB) vesterday generated 2800
= Tal S MW ol power against the country's
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[1ON across the nanon
PDB has been directed by the
3 ]Ubo LeagIIE, Prime Mimnister's Olhice 1o 'LL"I.';"'

l0adshedding in the capital at the
One ]llbo I)al TN | ossible level
BT = jul Dhaka Electric Supply
aCth]StS held \uthaorihy !.Jt SA) has lailed to keep
power wrisis at a tolerable level
- K]] l during the last ftew davs
ln u I]a Loadshedding was nearly 100 MW
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Khulna thana police vesterday
arrested three Jubo League and
Jubo Dalactivists
A revolver was recovered from |
the possession of Jubo Dal activist |
[he arrested were identilied as |
Kamal, 2
b
Dal.
| hey are wanted inseveral crimi- |
nal cases recorded with Khulna |
thana, police said. They are also
members of the cdang wh di
accused in Zatar Murder Case filed
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JP makes it
official
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Ershad-led faction of latuva Pariy

(1P} has warned that it would bov-

cott all programmes of the four- |

I]._|r['_-, OPPOsSITon alliance unless lthe

IP laction led by Naziur Rahman

Manzui cxpelled Irom the alll-
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laction ADM Shahjahan, in a stal '.ht;tﬂfhﬁfff-‘}ﬁh'
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inciusion of pro-grsnad jJF mn the .
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alliance, It also referred 10 a fresh List

ol 1P nominees sent recently to the
lhaison commitiee ol the alliance
and regretted that BNP ‘ignored’ the

f151

hour hartal starting today.
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Kamal Murder Case |
Adel's ad-interim |
bail turned
permanent

COURT CORRESPONDENT |

Lhe ad-internim bail ol '-”MHV.”

Mohammad Adi |, an accused in thi . []||;|_““_1‘”; (.ORRI SPONDENT
Kamal Murder Case, was turmed into | ————— o ——————rpe
d permanent bail vesterday by the |
T‘\l['l!u{!fl']ldl'l
Court.

Meanwhile, the bail of Zobaver
Adel, also accused in the same case
was extended till April 18 by the
CMM s court Dhaka,

Fhey were granted bail on April |
and4 as Hena Adel, wile of Adel died
onApril |

The judge Ahmed Jamil Mostal4
granied them bal o attend the
namaj-e-janajaol Hena,
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the world-- Chinaand India.
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City dwellers suffer
without power in
scorching heat

onSaturday.

Yestrerday, the worst affected
areas included Baridhara, Gulshan,
Banani, Dhanmondi, Tejgaon,
Khilgaon, Moghbazar, Kamalapur,
Mirpur and most areas of in the old
part of the city.

DESA officials said that powel
disruption 1n Baridhara, Gulshan
and Banani was due to overloading
ol 132 KV Bashundhara-Tongi trans-
mission line while overloading ol
132 KV Ulon-Haripur transmission
line caused disruption in
Dhanmondi, Tejgaon,
ind Khilgaon areas

Meanwhile, sullerings ol powel
consumers in Dhaka Electric Supply
(DESCO) command

area Mirpur have been increasing.

Loadshedding in the area was nearly

J0MW yesterday.
| he cnisis in Mirpur area started |
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on February 13 when a 132/33KV
transformer ol Mirpur grid sub-
station caught lire and was dam-
aged. It 1s yvet (o be repaired or
replaced while routine
loadshedding of 12 (o 18 MW con
(inues for more than one and a hall
months.

When asked, a DESA oflicial said
11 will take about six months to
replace the transformer.

Mogbazar |
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PHOTO STAR

Policemen take position after bombs were hurled at the vehicle carrying alleged terrorist Tokai Sagar on the eastern

. side ofthe DC office on Johnson Road in the city
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Bangabandhu Murder Case

yesterday, leaving eight people injured.

Detence challenges trial
at civil court

BSS, Dhaka

i —

'he defence in Bangabandhu
Murder Case yesterday challenged
the civil court's authority to try the
August 15, 1975 plot leaders since
(the accused belonged to the army
during the massacre as the "out-
come olanarmy mutiny.”

“According to article 5 and 139 of
the Penal Code none of the accused
ol the case can be tried in a civil
court, The civil court has nothing to
do (even if) the military court does
not take any action against the
accused,” for the mutiny, Advocate
Khan Saifur Rahman told the single
judge court of Justice Fazlul Karim.

He added that the permission,
which was oblained from the army
authorities to try the "former army
oflicers™ could not justify the civil
trial since they all belonged to the
army during the August 15 killing of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman along with most of his
[amily members.

I he army chiel gave his clear-

ance for trying the "former army
officers” but during the incident
they were all in "active army ser-
vice," Advocate Khan said.

l'he defence plea came on the
20th day of the hearing of the case
before the third High Court judge to
decide the fate of six of the 15
accused including Khan Saifur's
client former Lieutenant Colonel
Muhiuddin Ahmed (artillery) in
view of the split verdict by the previ-
ous bench.

I'he delence lawyer claimed that
his client’s arrest, cohfinement and
trial was "illegal” since he was
detained on the very [irst day of his
retirement leave (LPR) by civilian
authprities without the permission
of army authorities as required by
thelaw.

"His conlinement is still illegal,”
Advocate Khahsaid.

The defence counsel also
claimed that the prosecution wit-
nesses who testified in the case were
involved in the August 15, 1975
killings and for that they could be

PVC caution falls ;

on deaf ears

Health ministry refuses to resort
to safer, cheaper alternatives

NAIMUL HAQ

I'he Health Ministry, despite being

l | cautioned about the precarious

FPHOTO STAR

A bus was set alight at Kamalapur in the city yesterday on the eve of the 72-

impact of using toxic chemicals in
polyvinyl chloride (PVC), is still
reluctant to revert to safer, cheaper
alternatives available in the world
markel.

An increasing number of hospi-
tals and medical equipment provid-
ers across the globe are phasing out
the use of PVC plastic, a chemical
which is used in various medical
products and may cause damage to
vital human organs and the environ-
ment. ,

Baxter International, Inc., a
leading producerof IV (intravenous)
bags in the United States, Universal
ealth Services, Inc., America's
third largest hospital management
company, and Kaiser Permanente,

Y

America’s biggest non-profit health
maintenance organisation, are a few
of the companies replacing PVC
plasticwithsafer options.

Alternatives to PVC bags, known
as polyolelin, are available and it is
cost-effective. A US manufacturer
3. Braun McGaw, has fetched 20 per
cent of the US market with its
polyolefin IV bags. US company
Baxter Healthcare also exports non-
PVCbagsto Europe.

Peer-Reviewed report, released
on July 7, 1999 by the Lowell Centre
for Sustainable Production at the
University of Massachusetts, evalu-
ated more than 100 studies on a
plasticiser called di-ethylhexyl-
phthalate (DEHP) that is used to
make plastcs (PVC) solt and [lexi-
ble.

Because the plasticiser di-

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6
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| Speakers tell seminar in the city
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speakers at a seminar here yesterday said that the cost ol non-cooperation
between Bangladesh and its eastern neighbour Myanmar is much higher
piven the strategic geographicallocation of the two countries

Besides, itis sapping the immense potential of development ol economic
relations that will be of mutual benefit.

Lhe seminar on Bangladesh Myanmar Relations was organised by the
CenterlorStrategic and Peace Studies at the CIRDAP Auditorivum in the 18%

Lhe speakers felt that the two neighbours should not lose any time and
the opportunity 1o link their economies and act as land-bridge between
twasirategic parts of Asia sandwiched by the two maost populous nations ol

Presided over by the Center's Executive Director Major Gener:l Syed
| Mubammad Ibrahim, Bir Pratik, the session was moderated by Ambassados
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Anwar Hashim.
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Economic ties between Bangladesh,
‘Myanmar hold immense potential

Two papers were presented at the seminar, one on A Friendly Myanmar
lor Bangladesh: Necessity and Reality by Md. Obaidul Haque of the faculty of
international Relanons, Dhaka University while the other on Myanmar-
Bangladesh Strategic Sccurity Concerns Keeping in View the Quadrangular
ltelationship among China, India, Myanmar and Bangladesh by Brigadier
General (retd.) Syed Jahangir Kabir, a former Defence Adviser at the

Bangladesh embassy inYangon.

Both papers argued thal Myanmar, once known as the rice bowl ol Asia,
has vast untapped resources ol imber, agricultural surplus, sweet and sea
waler fish, cotton, mineral products like copper, gold, silver, tin and coal,
precious stones, and oil and gas. Its vast unexploited lands can be utilised
also (o set up joint venture manufacturing plants and Special Ecanomic

/0Nes,

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2
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accused in a martial law court but
they could not appear as "witness”
in the civil court,

Advocate Khan said three army
personnel Bangabandhu's son
Sheikh Jamal, Colonel Jamil and
Nayek Shamsu were killed during
the massacre along with several
civilians while the accused were all
inactive service.

Therefore, it is not possible to
separate the "civilian offence" from
the "military offence” and carry out
the trialincivilcourt, hesaid,

The defence said the provisions
of punishment for "plot to murder”
was clearly cited in the article 32 of
the Army Act, which deals with
“army mutiny” and so the punish-
ment under Articles 34 and 120 (B)
of the (civil) Penal Code was nol
required.

Senior Advocate Serajul Haq is
leading the prosecytion team com-
prising special prosecutor Anisul
Haq and Deputy Attorney General
Shamsuddin Chowdhury Manik.

Biman's restructuring plans

Officials leave for NY
for tripartite talks

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Biman officials are going 10 New
York for a tripartite meeting on April
20 with its consultant the Citibank
Group and the World Bank to review
its restructuring and commerciali-
sation programme under which the
national carrier offered 40 per cent
sharestoastrategic partner.

The decision was taken ar a
meeting of the Biman Board of
Management yesterday after a
review of the restructuring plan
under a two-million-dollar World
Bank-aided programme last year.

However, the international
offering of shares in December last
year received poor feedback from
the prospective sirategic partners
on the Request For Proposal TRFP),

The Citibank Group of New York
designed it for offloading the shares,
Nine per cent shares were also
offered to its employees and offi-
cials, and the rest was set aside for
the government.

Only two airlines, the Gulf Air
and the Qatar Airways submitted
RFP. The Gulf later withdrew from
the bid, prompting Biman (o exiend
the deadline for RFP until June 30.

sSome 5500 Biman emplovees
and officials, who strongly opposed
the proposal for conversion of the
airlines into a Public Limited
Company (PLC), forced alterations
inthe programme,

The consultants then prepared
f(wo proposals, one retaining the
corporation status of the airlines
and anotherconvertingitintoa PLC.

Need for development
of bio-technology
underscored

DU CORRESPONDENT

Minister for Science and Technology Lt Gen (retd) Noor Uddin Khan yester-
day emphasised on the role of science and technology in the fast changing
world and called upon the all to develop the field.

While inaugurating the 24th National Science and Tec hnology Week, he
also stressed on the need to develop bio-technology to be self sufficient in

food production.

The Ministry for Science and Technology has organised the fair in associ-
ation with National Museum of Science and Technology (NMST) with a view
to uplift the hidden talents of the young generation in the ¢ ountry and create
mass awareness about science and technology.

He said that the government has increased allocation for the science and
technology and also laid emphasis on the sector in the upcoming election

manifesto.

“Tk 12 crore has been allocated for research in the field each year and the
Bangabandhu Scholarship was started with a total fund of Tk 128 crore for
young scientisis to enable them to obtain doctarate degrees in overseas

universities”, he added.

He also informed that government has made several agreements with
different countries including Italy and USA for development in thefield.,

"Under the agreement with USA, titled Global Learning and Observations
to Benelit the Environment (GLOBE) project, the high schools of the COUniry
will be brought under an internet network enabling students (o gain a betier
appreciation of environmental challenges facing the planer and also gain

valuablescientificdata,” he said.

Speaking at the programme as special guest Prof Jamal Nazrul Islam,
Director of Research Centre for Mathematical and Physical Sciences of
Chittagong University, said that minimum social stability and congenial
atmosphere is amusi for the development of science and technology and all

have towork together for it.

"It is important to know the negative sides of science along with its

positives”, he said.
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HEAD OFFICE: DHAKA
LAW DEPARTMENT-1
SALE NOTICE

BANGLADESH SHILPA BANK

M/S AL-AMIN COMPLEX (PUBLIC) LIMITED,
NAWABBARI ROAD, BOGRA

Mortgaged land of M/S AL-AMIN COMPLEX (PUBLIC) LIMITED, NAWABBARI ROAD, BOGRA will be sold
by the Bangladesh Shilpa Bank (BSB) on cash payment and on "as-is-where-is basis” for realising BSB's
arrear loan and dues of Tk 339.92 lacs as on 31.12.1999 plus additional interest and other expenses until
realisation of this amount from the company and its Director as per Article 34 of BSB Order, 1972 (PO No

129/72) read with BSB (Direct Sale of Mortgaged Property) Rules, 1980.

2. Bangladesh Shilpa Bank will not assume any legal obligation whatsoever on behalf of the company
and/or its Directors in respect of any dues/claims of Government and/or Autonomous bodies such as

local Municipality, PDB, REB, Land Revenue and other Credit_ors.

8. The following persons are the Director of the company:

(a) Mr Md Rafiqul Islam

(b) Mr Md Alamgir Hossain
(c) Mr Md Shahinoor Rahman
(d) Mr Md Helal Uddin

4 Statement of collateral mortgaqed Assets:

Managing Director
Director
Director
Director

All that piece and parcel of land measuring a total area of 0.3942 acre under Mouza-Sutrapur, PS
Bogra Sadar, District-Bogra, JL No 82, Khatian No- (old) 1207, 1210, 1211, MRR No 1705. 1709,
1710, Mutated No 4739, 4740, 4741, 4742, Plot No 1707 together will all superstructure made or to
be made thereon and the right of using gas, water, electricity, main or any drain or sewerage where
the said premises & the machinery, plant and electrical equipment etc made or to be made thereon.
5.  Tender schedule containing the details of the assets and properties may be obtained from the Law
Department-1, BSB, Head Office, Dhaka on cash payment of Tk 250/- (Taka two hundred & fifty) only

(non-refundable).

6. Intending tenderers/buyers may drop their tenders/offers in sealed cover alongwith earnest money
(refundable) @ 5% of the quoted value in Bank Draft/Pay-Order in favour of Bangladesh Shilpa
Bank, in the tender box kept at the above mentioned department on 30.04.2001 by 12.00 noon.

7. On acceptance of offer, the successful bidders/tenderers shall have to deposit 50% of the bid or

- tendered money within 7 (seven) days and the balance within 30 (thirty) days from the date of
acceptance of tender. In case of failure in making payment of the bid amount within stipulated time.
the earnest money or the tender money (as the case may be) shall be forfeited and the mortgaged
property may be resold. The mortgage assets will be handed over to the successful bidder(s) by the
Bank on fulfilment of the conditions. |

8. Tender will be opened on 30.04.2001 at 12-30 PM at the aforesaid department in presence of the .
tenderers (if any). For further information, if any, the undersigned may be contacted. Bidders may
purchase the above mentioned immovable property in a lot or separately.

9.  The BSB reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tender/offer without showing any reason.

GD-314

Dy General Manager
9556682

-mail: dstar@banala.net. dseditor@gononet.com
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