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In praise of the paralysed

Bihongo premiered at Balaka

FAYZA HAQ

IHONGO written by Elspeth
B Waldie and directed by award

winning [ilm director

Abdullah Al-Mamun
includes stars like Ferdousi
Mojumdar, Ishita, Shomy Kaisar,
Zahid Hassan, Shaiduzzaman
Selim, Shahidul Islam Sachchu,
lropa Majumdar, Ks Firoz, Diba
Nargis and Fazlur Rahman Babu. For
a long ume the well-loved 1V
actresses had been pressurized 1o
come into films but it was only

"Bihongo" that could linally do this.

This is a full length feature film
with a purpose. The carefully wrnitten
script bears an important message
that the paralyzed are not to be
frowmed upon or misunderstood.
I'his contains all the elements ol
drawing a large audience with its
moments of tragedy, excitement,
laughter and love. The music (00 S
pleasant enough although it could
have been more subtle at times,

The ilm deals with the problem
of the attitude of the people around
them that is faced by the disabled

ﬂéﬁeroine Ishita Before hermishap
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The p;ol_a_g_on_ist with her parents in the v.;ill_aiﬁe

people. Ignorance and fear unnec-
essarily overwhelm and demoralize
those combating to overcome phys-
ical disabilities causes by paralyses
and other types of disabilities. Lack
ol training, absence ol unemploy-
ment facilities and shortage ol
access are caused by adverse social
attitudes. The helpless are blamed
for their own disabilities.

'he plot consists ol the story ol
Moni(played by Ishaita), a simple
village girl, who becomes severely
paralvzed as a result of an accident
although it is not quite clear what
this mishap is. Moni's brothers and
sisters are kept by her evil uncle who
hounds her for money and even
steals her paintings which were put
up at an exhibition. After an exciting
car chase, the uncle almost capsizes
in a boat on a river. Moni struggles
back into society so that she 1s not
only linancially secure but can also
look after her lamily. As to what
happens to her parents remains a
mystery. As we follow Moni from her
happy childhood days to her mature
life when she has (o support her
family, w see the damage done by
ignorance, superstition and preju-
dice and the sheer absurdity of some
ol these attitudes. One sees how
cach ol us can help in the rehabilita-
tion of the handicapped and also
respect these “differently abled”

people. Moni is at first shy (o come
out and hold her exhibition in the
city but ends up being the reat ol
the visiting loreigners.

Alongside is a romance wilh
Neela (acted by Shomi Kaisar) and
her admirer Zahid. This sub plot
seems  somewhat airy fairy and
wishiul thinking but should be good
for the morale of those handi-
capped. There is a lot of smiling and
gesturing in the courtship . Zahid
comes tovisithis sick brother, and at

Theinhabitants of CRP fishing for pleasure
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the CRP premises meets the pretty
and lively handicapped worker
Neela who is a boon for those
around her. He begins his courting
with abunch of roses and ends up in
proposing marriage which Neela
accepts amidst tears and smiles,

Sachchu . as the villain of the
picce is wonderful indeed. He looms
around the scenes from beginning
(o end making the sets come alive,
While others are all goody-goodies |
almost like angels residing or visit-
ing CRE he is scheming and intrigu-
Ing, tomake the story come alive, He
locks up the visiting social work who
caomes on behalf of Moni, goes and
threatens and intimidates Moni so
as 1o draw money out ol her and
finally escapes to the river, having
stolen Moni's paintings,

The lilm presents the triumph ol
human spirit as Moniovercomes her
linancial handicaps and Necla wins
hersell not only an admirer but a
husband. The two overcome the
adversities of human circum-
stances,

Technically too the film promises
to be one of the best 1o have been
produced in Bangladesh. Saiful
Islam Badal, the cameraman , has
been assisted by a world class crew
from Bombay who have used the
latest equipment

In memoriam
A memorial meeting pays trbute 10
late poet and writer Abu Zafar
Obaiduliah tomorrow at the
Natonal Museum auditornum a2t
500p.m. Poe! Shamsur Rahman
and Professor Anisuzzaman will be
present al the meeting.

Shomy and Zahid ina cosy scene

More interesting than anvthing
else, "Bihongo™ has been written,
directed, performed and produced
in a spirit ol total conviction. Many
ol those involved have rendered
their services either voluntarily or at
a very reduced rate. They have been
deeply inspired by the unmensely
gifted and spirited people of CRP
(Centre for the Rehabilitation of the
Paralyzed) .Also, not to be over-
looked, is the fact that Valerie Taylor,
who founded the CRE has been the
guiding spirit behind this film,

"Bihongo™ is dedicated to
Madhab Chandra Banik, who died
on 30th December 1999. Madhab
had been a major part of CRP over
thelast 20 years, involving himsellin
all that went on. He became a
letraplegic  at the age ol 15 alier
falling from a mango tree. lle
inspired many people. Both able
bodicd and disabled, with whom he
came into contact. Though he had
no sensation or muscle power below
his shoulders, he was a well-known
'paintor, |
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Solo exhibition

The 1st solo painting exhibition by
Omar Khalid Rumi begins
tomorrow at Gallery 21 a1 6:00p.m
Anders Johnson, Ambassador of
Sweden in Bangladesh will
inaugurate the exhibition as chief
guest.

Set design exhibition
The Bntish Council in 2ssociation
with Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation and Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy has organised
a Set Design Exhibition bigins
today and will continue up to April
16 atthe Brivsh Council auditorium
al5:00p.m.

Paintings on the
Berlin-Wall

A pholography exhibition by Pierre
Claguin on the paintings of the |
Berlin-Wall is now being held at the
Goethe-Institut. The exhibition will
remainopentoall ull Apnl 12.

Art Exhibition

A solo show by Nasm Anmed
Nadwi is now being neld at Anal
Cenire. The ekhbition runs from
2-8p.m.tll April 8.

Solo exhibition of
prints

The inauguration of a solo
exhibiion of prints by Nasreen
Begum will be held at the Zamul
Gallery, Institute of Fine Ar,
University of Dhaka on Apnl & at
5:00p.m. The exhibition will
continue everyday from 2 pm. - 8
p.m. bl April 12,
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