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Political situation
Business bodies

meet Saturday
to devise plan
for a dialogue

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The country’s business community
plans 1o devise away to persuade the
political leaders to stay off the colli-
sion course and initate adialogue to
settle their disputes.

In the wake of a 72-hour shut-
down called by the BNP-led four-
party opposition alliance, leaders of
leading chambers and trade associ-
ations will hold a meeting Saturday
rtowork out the plan.

According to sources, the busi-
ness communiry would appeal 1o
the political leaders to refrain from
poliucs of confrontation and sit

w‘m\\llu table to reach a consensus

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Offices, banks to
remain open
on Saturday
BSS, Dhaka

The oflices ol the government, senii-

Criminal silence for 3 years!

Despite detection , two lakh people in C'nawabganj are still drinking arsenic water

have also shown presence of arsenic at more than the acceptable level.”
Seven out of the total 16 deep tube-wells in the municipality, which sup
ply water through the pipelines, are contaminated with arsenic above (he

NAIMUL HAQ

Ihe government concealed, for three years, the fact that most people in the
Chapainawabganj municipality were drinking arsenic-contaminated water.

In 1998 experts detected more than 0.2mg/L arsenic in water samples
taken from deep tube-well in Chapainawabganj. Such a highlevel of concen-
tration of arsenic can cause various deadly diseases, leading to cancer even.

Of 200,500 people in the municipality, more than 140,000 use contami-
nated water,

Detection of such a high level of arsenic in water ol the municipality
pipelines, the first time in the country, was kept confidential until early this
year.

"We came 10 know about it only in February this year,” Moinuddin
Mondal, chairman of the municipality, said. "Weare very frightened.”

“Since the fact cameto light, we have shut down two deep tube-wells,” he
added, "but we still drink from seven others. Water from those tube-wells

permissible level of 0.05mg/1.

Of the rest, two deep tube-wells, which draws water from between 200)
and 400 feet deep aquifers, have been recently sealed ofl. Arsenic level of
more than one mg/L. was detected alter several tests carried out by the

authorities concerned,

[tis worth mentioning that the first hand pump tube-well to be identified

having arsenic

Chaipainawabganj municipal area in Rajarampur bac

above the acceptable level was found in the

kKin 1996.

Informaton about contamination of the municipal supply water was
disclosed to this correspondent yesterday. Until now information about the

toxicity waskept ‘conlidential.’

Mondal, whowrote to the Prime Minister in February last for her personal

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Holy Ashura
today
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I'he holy Ashura, the 10th day of the
Arabic month of Muharram, will be
observed in the country today with
due religious fervour.

On this day in the Hijri year 61,
I lazrat Imam Hossain (RA), grand-

DSE servers hacked

Officials involved, brokers allege

M SHAMSUR RAHMAN

S e — e ——— — —m. ————

Brokers at the Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) became
panicky yesterday following reports on Friday thal
mainframe servers of the bourse where valuable data are
stored had been hacked.

Sources say that the markel
control (MAC) and surveilllance soltware, meant for
surveillance and monitoring, was taken over by an
unauthorised person who also has the password to log
on Lo the servers,

I'he enables access to information and
prepares various precious statements when re qlllxilitm
entries are given. Such statements, sources say, can
lnnwi[i[' d person with enough information to ¢arn a
lortune inaveryshort tume

Many brokers allege that the some DSE olficials are
involved in the hacking and that it has been on for some-

administration and

software

lime,

I'he DSE had initially formed an inquiry commitiee
(0 nail down the 'culprits’ but later dissolved it following
pressure from some councillors. Finally, in an emer-
gency council meetng yesterday it decided to refer the
matter (o the Secunties and Exchange Commission
(SEC), capital market regulators, for an independent
probe. -

The SEC yesterday formed a three-member commit-
lee Lo runan investgaton.

SEC Chairman Maniruddin Ahmad told The Daily
Star vesterday that efforts would be there 1o track down
the hackersand bring them to book.

“This is a criminal offence and the persons involved
should be prosecuted. Mere firing will not be enough,”
said the SEC chairman.

On Friday, when the stock market was closed the DS

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

CEC seeks PM'
intervention’ in f
filling EC posts

NAZRUL IS1LAM

S !

gavernment " autonomous and son of Prophet Hazrat Muhammad Chiel Electhion Commissioner MA Sved has sought Prime Minister Sheikh
semi-autonomous bodies will (S5M), made supreme sacrilice 10 | Hasina's "personal intervention” in resolution of a long-drawn deadlock
remaim open on Saturday, Apnil 7, an uphold the cause of Islam and the | over recruitment to more than 1,400 posts lyving vacant at the Election
Establishment Ministry notificaton teachingsolthe holy prophet. | Commission Mohammad Sharif
said in Dhakayesterday i Hazrat Imam Hossain along with "It is unfortunate that no progress was made till date 1o approve the | -

According to a Bangladesh Bank | other members ol his family and | recruitment rule for the Election Commission although the proposal was | BangladESh win
FHUSS release, all scheduled banks of close associates embraced martyi submitted afresh on November 11. 2000." the CEC wrote. in a letter sent 1. Il
the country will remain open on the dom in an attack by Yajd and his the PMon March 19, according toan EC ofhicial Wa]‘]‘n-u I_rlatch
) | troopsin thedesert of Karbala. | “Due to such a huge vacuum at the grassrools level, the election prepara p

| [he dayisapublic holiday. | tory works are being hampered seriously. .. The Election is imminent. Need | SPORTS REPORTER.
: | President Shahabuddin Ahmed ’ workforce,” pleaded the CEC in the letter, the official revealed, adding tha =
Houday mnce ' and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in there has not been anv ri Sponse, das yel RBa | r Zimt
Th""”“"*"I.lh'ﬁmu'gaﬂu :S‘tar | “"["*llr*”' messdges urged the In line with decentralisation of its oflices down (i upazias e kA IMISSION O] | INS] ' ) her
will remain closed today Uﬁ thel | Muslims :" learn the SPIrit Ol sacri- ! dralted a 1‘nr'.|m~~.1| LOr an indepen ient i rutment rule lor direct appoint the | T t v A |
accaston of holy Ashura. 1"-“u'!‘n;"h'rn‘, | T l‘lrllllll r.ThI]lquII‘I. | ment ol othcials and en | | and submmnted 1t 10 the Minist Vel }
there will be no 1ssue of the ' Iifferent religious Organisalions Estabhishment on July 26, 1998 [ ippi 1. The PM holds il stablishment Our o f N
newspaper tomorrow (Friday) | e and political gr :n.;n have drawn up | portfolio Club it
s .3 : Progranmimes 10 observe the occa- \s ther !.I.!-1|-I.I5I::1;f; . - [ SUDN sion ol the dra | o ]
_ Telling trouble.... tellers at a city bank work at a frenzied pace as they attend a swelling crowd of customers, forced | sionbyholdingdiscussionmeetings | two years, the FC resubmitted the proposal on November 11 last vear, incor | Sharif took fiv

INSIDE TODAY

Political horsetrading portends
uncertain future
Column : Currents and

Crosscurrents
M M Rezaul Karim

into a transaction overdrive yesterday following 60 hours of non-stop hartal called by the opposition alliance.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Rajuk to revoke plans of 151 bldgs
approved by its 'corrupt’ officials

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3 SEE PAGE 11 COL B

Ghorasal plant: PDB likely to
review deal with Russian co

T ;ﬂ."fi
j o t | SHARIER KHAN concerned, adding the [ the bypassing the Economic Relations
. ' - LA e nroblem lav with the sienineg o Yivision (ERD). for Ghorasal power
ThE great.martyrdgm*‘and .E:cerpts ' MORSHED ALI KHAN Owners of some of these build- conditions for revival for the nulli- Moreover. there are about a : TSR e e IO S AT , }|.,, | 1a th ening of | | ,:] 1” 1ihi | 5T -
uu fije ‘gaclassified’ maid repork ings don't even any plan whatsoever fied plans, the Rajuk authorised dozen under-construction high-rise PDR) i< facine emb .}Jr e v o BT L S, TS B s el g F oK
of Hamoodur Rahman Commission In its bid 1o redress past misdeeds, while some others clearly deviated officersaid. builldings in the city which, Rajuk Russi 1|{L kL;:.T\,-[ .n 1 I s maching r m the Russ ?n\ -“;n. I..I iy this, an i E
| Hdiuk‘nuwfan‘a1hedaumingtaskm' from the original plans. None ol Town planners and Rajuk sources said, were approved "before | !Ir”“gl*” . \z-!mk s !:It “L -1-“-.1 r | !'-_'. S U r e o ',“ i  Ind ERD
E—— ——— | - - . 2D re v T D S Rt E 7 : . : S e ‘ _ | | I
f&un Rises |S-un50ts | J lr:xij_mg_pldrja of 151 umunt_*rmaj [}"IL‘:-t: busﬂ} rfhn;'}’puu_,_u]n}r}ahih:di_u sources sald lrhk?[ rh-.' .rmm ‘ma;\hl l H;¥ in :q.rululd.llnn. of construction | heavy equipment for rehabilitation isked the 10 experts now staying at  about }..: Blcabtinms |
. uildings at Elephant Road, Mirpur  parking facility and are classified as  bring in some changes. They said  rules. These tall commercial-cum- | of the 30-vear old Ghorasal powel Ghorasal to leave the plant pre On the basis of ERD's obiections
sl 5 ——-——16 zad ; | H”‘fldundmpf’”_””_}hanmﬂndl- plllgll_l.‘ ST it mt..E“mm.”_”'ll h””d”m\ .[MHhﬂ“m. QUIIBRIE . 1:n busy units 1 and 2 although the contract  muses. It has also decided (o review 1s well as allegauons raised b
| 8 el fings, mainty Sth' 1!_1(:’ whole idea is to compel the  such as hospitals, clinics, diagnostic  intersections and in already- | withitisyetto be made 'effective the contract ers against
| | ping arcades, have been erected in  building owners to vacate the centres and shopping arcades are  congested areas. As per rules these | "A contract needs to be mad \ strong lobby 1s however trying  Qamrul IslamSiddique, wi shed
l !_:rrm\'mlanrmnfmnﬂlrpct_mnrule& grnunq floor ariq 1n'u11ke room Ilur ]n-rrydm-ml}qu-unng trallic con- plans should not have been | effective first halore 3 CORIracto: o Lo i (b i it s Sk P TR e e A
Owners of these bu:l}ilngs hlavE parking facilities,” said gesfion on important thorough-  approvedat all. | upon giving its performance gua distely, bypassing several {mportant = nine-member - thrér-mimsrertal
already been served with notices Asaduzzaman. fares. Rajuk Chairman M Azizul Haque I“antee ':]lwn*”h  aARE s aclib L1 & i e % vl i LALSET,
and administrative procedures are With cancellation of the plans, "A 400-bed hospital on said that they were strictly following | e mm“m Hrnie f bk Hé1| el TP be commitieein AuguStistye
now at the final stage towards can- (radelicences within the premisesof  Panthapath, a 1,000-bed hospital in  the zoning patterns of the city as | find Bl experiata u..j . *“ > gy 1. i, 11 ey
cellation of the plans, said SM these buildings become null and Dhanmondi are among several recommended by the Dhaka Master o
1 i Asaduzzaman, a RajUk authorised void, he informed. Also, {‘|L‘[1[i{‘i|‘rl,' hundred commercial structures in Plan. - 3 — : — — — - — - - —-
Tkt | officer. and gas connections to these estab-  the city who do not have any parking "Youmust have noticed that if we ; T
it A | " ' According to Rajuk sources, a lishments no longer remain legiti-  facility whatsoever," said a top Rajuk receive complaint about any irrcgu =
LE_HMaghnb R t section of corrupt ofhcialsoriginally — mate. official commenting on the move, larity weimmediately go for action,” |. ¥ S & -
= U W R (7 L BTSPA | app_ru*.‘ed all these plans, IENOring Each case is then sent to Rajuk's “Somebody has to do something said Haque. "We have demolished ; 3 ";-\t\"_i‘: 3;?' . } ; f“{*‘l""’%':-‘-i-}- _3
SDQ‘."'E‘ Islamic FDU”UEIIOH | ] hthf fequirements for a commer-  appellate ElUlh”I’H}-_f or heaning. The  about these irregularities or we will  quite a few unauthorised structures | | ,,1,‘ b ; ",\ ] {:\"'rn.tik\ {?E; \ . l "‘1‘{‘::”_‘* i
L4 A5 ol P i cial building, appellate authority usually tags faceanimpossiblesituation soon.” SEE PAGE 11 cov 1 | | \ f;; \<}! ; 4&?"-‘ | 3 § SN . |
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— Study in the —

|
| ?\/Varl‘ant fOI' arrest l i
| | l
| | |
: | :
| i
Ol Manzur | i
| |
| | b
| B‘u‘ﬁ Dhaka Delective Branch Mohammad |
| —_— —e = \khteruzzaman submitted the
| TheChief Metropolitan Magistrate’s — supplementary charge sheet 1o the | | |
{__[lllrl IH'[" |]'1J\ I\‘Il'\‘.lldli !L.hnir]ll"l |"]I L{1IITI|II|l'rll‘ illlll'\ti“xltlrjI.‘tl][\lql\l E j |
darrest against Jativa Party (Matin- Mohammad Abdul Hannan, | |
Rl . |
Manzur) leader Naziur Rahman  deputy commissioner of DB, told | |
|

BRING DOCUMENTS AND MEET WITH REPRESENTATIVES FROM 20 UNIVERSITIES
IMMEDIATE ACCEPTANCE CONFIRMED IF QUALIFIED

Accounting, Advenising, Aerospace, Animaion, Archileciure, Biochemistry, Biology, Biotechnology, Business Adminisiration, Chemistry, Comic
An, Communication, Computer Engineering, Computer Science, Criminal Justice, Cytotechnology, Dance, Drama, E-Commerce, Economics,
Educalion, English, Engineering, Environment, Equine Studies, Fashion Design, Filmmaking, Finance, Fine Arts, French, Fumiture Design,
An. Telecommunications, Theatre. . .. And MANY MORE Fields of Study Including Women's Colleges.

BA, BS, MBA, MSc, MSEE, MEd, MA.

Universies localed in Calfornia, Idaho, Indiana, llinoes, Kansas, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Nebraska, New Jersey,
| New York, Okiahoma, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia

ATTEND FREE EXHIBITION

How 1o Choose the right university and make application

Manzur and ordered to confiscate
all ol his moveable and immovabhle
properiy.

'he court on Tuesday passed the
orders against Manzur tollowing the
submission of a charge sheet in
industnalist Obaidul Hague Babul
Murder Case.

Inspector Shahjahan and Senior
Assist®nt Commissioner of the

BSS that they submitted the charge
sheet against him for mastermind
ing the killing of Babul

Bul the DB police did not bring
any charge against his brothe
Mohzur Rahman Mostala as they
did not lind his involvement in the
LCdsy

[ he

vesterday
SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

High Court

Reasons behind BTTB's
failure to prepare bills
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How 10 get acceplance, admission and maximum transfer credits
Information on Financial Aid & Employment * Limited Scholarships
Information on obtaining an F-1 Student Visa

THURSDAY 5 APRIL 7pm—10pm SEMINAR & EXHIBITION
Scholarships & Financial Aid Information ONLY at 7pm SHARPI!

FRIDAY 6 APRIL 8am—11am INTERVIEWS & EXHIBITION

DHAKA SHERATON HOTEL, Ball Room

PDelay in Hu.um;, li‘!lthl COurt sty nnh and indecision ol policymakers

| regarding preparation of the subseribers” monthly telephone bills have put

theauthorities of the Bangladesh Telegraph and Telephone Board (B1TB) in

- ahix,

| Phe BUTB did not Doat tender until December 20, last year. The tendd®

wasscheduled to open on January 4, just a few days ahead of the expiry of the

contract with the Lithi Enterprise Limited, a private bill-preparing firm, on

Junuary 31 this year, said sources -9
In amysierious move, the BETR allegedly did not supply magnetic tapes

Lo prepacg the bills of January, despite repeated requests by the firm. When

| FfeE] ¢ FAGIATH
|
contacted, the BYTE officials could not specify the reason behind it ’
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