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Another 'fit list'
underway for
posting as DCs

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The Establishment Ministry is
preparing another 'fitlist’ of officials
for posting as deputy commission-
ers (DCs),

Sources concerned said they
would be posted insmall batches.

They pointed out that this would
bedone to avertsharp reaction from
the Opposition which smelled foul
play in the recent posting of 21 new
DCsand transfer of 10 DCs.

Most of the new DCs have joined
their posts, the sources said.

The recent postings and transfers
evoked bitter criticism from the
Opposition which claimed thar it
was being done before the general

' i}!eumm (0 suit the needs of the

>N

-

\ling party.

The sources however said that
excepl alfew, the new DCs are known
for ‘professionalism’ and 'no incli-
nation’ towards any political camp.

Meanwhile, the Establishment
Ministry has almost finalised a 'fit

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Warm-up match
in Zimbabwe
today

AL-AMIN, from Harare

Bangladesh begin their maiden tour
of Zimbabwe with a limited-overs
match aganst the CFX Academy at
the Alexander Sports Club ground
onWednesday.

The warm-up match ahead of the
one-day series starting on April 7
will give Naimur Rahman's men an
opportunity to get accustomed lo
thelocal conditions.

The navonal team practised lor
twa hours at the HRC ground on
Tuesday afiernoon. The lush green
ground with a capacity of 10,000 is a
fq’gh! fo behold. It boasts excellent

Coach Frmﬂr ( hd[l'[}t Il said that
“the team would be announced jusi
belfure the match hegins

SKipper Naimur meanwhile
looked more concerned about the

SEE PAGE 11 COL®
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EC now preparing
for election in Oct

within 90 daysofits assumption of olfice.

US Ambassador Mary Ann Peters, Swedish
Ambassador Sven Anders Johnson, Charge d' Affairs of
Japan Embassy Kioykazu, Canadian High
Commissioner David Preston, British High
Commissioner David Carter and European Union
Ambassador Antonio B de Souza Menezes attended the
meeting at the EC Secretariat,

None of the three commissioners on the four-
member constitutional body was at the meeling.

The diplomats made quenes related to the upcoming
general election including EC's preparation, electoral
law reforms, preparation and printing of the voter list,
security arrangement for international observers, latest
political situation and problems in the EC during the
nearly two-hourmeeting.

According to the sources the CEC informed the diplo-
mats of EC's preparation, its shortcomings and other
Issues indetail.

"We have a productive meeting with the Chiel
Election Commissioner,” Canadian High Commissioner
David Preston, who coordinated the diplomatic delega

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

NAZRUL ISLAM

With chances of an early general election all but disap-
peared, the Election Commission has rescheduled its
preparatory activities for the upcoming polls, keeping
October in mind as a tentative timeframe, hinted Chiel
Election Commissioner MA Syed yesterday at a meeting
with a diplomatic delegation at the EC Secretanat. The
delegation comprised chiefs of six missions in
Bangladesh.

According to meeting sources, in response (o a query
from one of the diplomats, Syed said that the EC would
determine the election schedule in consultation with
the caretaker government once the parliament is dis-
solved.

"We will fix the date for the next general election,
maybe, sometime in October,” the CEC was quoted as
telling the diplomats.

As per the constitution, the tenure ol the present
government expires on July 13, and the government can
continue for 15 more days belore handing over power (o
a non-party caretaker government. The carctaker

administration must hold the paﬂiamuntdn' election
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Chief Election Commissioner MA Syed listens as a diplomat poses a question during yesterday's meeting at the
Election Commlssmn Secretarlat The d:plnmat:c deiegatmn compnsed chiefs of sixmissions in the country.

Change in govt doesn’t mean
change in accord: Larma

SHEHAB AHMED ment and we shall continue our
struggle for its fullimplementation”.
He complained that there is a
conspiracy to undo the agreement.
“The Land Commission for the CHT
IS yet to be set up fully to start the
vital survey for land ownership. It is
not the question of land being taken
away. It i1s the question of existence
ol a nationality. A similar situation is
being faced in the plains and else
where by Santals, Rakhaines, Oraos,
Khasias and Garos".

Larma said Adibashi Adhikar
rorum (AAF) has been formed for
better protection of their rights.

A 15-member convening com-
1 mittee ol the AAF was formed last
week with Larma as ils convenor,

Larma said the AAF aims
al saleguarding rights of the ethnic
minorities in the country in the face
ol "onslaught by extreme national-
1Ism, lundamentalism and imperial-
ism

But he would not name anvone
10 explain the forces which he classi-
hied as Shahshak Goshthi, using the
left euphemism for ruling class.

The lormer guerilla chief said the
AAL would hold a national conven-

“The agreement is the outcome
of our struggle”, Larma told The
Daily Star in an interview on
Monday ar the Dhaka office of the
Regional Council (RC).
“Shahashak Gohsthi (the ruling
group) did not give the rights as a
gift.We had to earn it through move-

Chairman of Chittagong Hill Tracts
Regional Council Jyotirindriyo
Bodhipriyo Larma says he does not
think that whoever forms the next
government will alter the CHT peace
agreement although the present
government failed to fully imple-
mentit.

"It has been signed by the gov-
ernment. The party in power has
failed to fully implement it. It will
have to bear the responsibility for
the failure. Similarly, if another party
comes (0 power winning the nexi
elections, they will have to bear the
same responsibility if they too fail 1o
implement it”, Larma said.

His was asked to comment on the
future political scenario vis-a-visthe
state of the agreement he signed
with the government on December .
2, 1997, ending decades of insur- A ' ,
gency for self-rule in 14,200 sq km : |
CHT region.

JB Larma
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Opposition calls
72-hr hartal
from Monday

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

he BNP-led opposition alliance
yesterday announced a 72-hour
hartal across the country from
Monday next to press the govern-
ment to quit power immediately.

The fresh hartal call came at a
press briefing held at the official
residence of the Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament Khaleda
Zialast night,

Following a meeting of the liai-
son commitiee of four-party alli-
ance, BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan announced the
programme which also
includes protest rallies across the
country today (Wednesday), dem-
onstrations and processions on
Saturday, and torch processions on
Sunday.

Fhe 72-hour shutdown
programme came following the 60-
hour hartal that ended at 6 pm
yesterday. Starting at 6 am on

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

Business bodies

concerned at
fresh hartal call

“NB, ”“f.‘.i”

[eading chambers and a major
trade body yesterday expressed
concern at opposition plan to go for
vetanother series of shutdown.

In separate statements, Dhaka
of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI), Foreign Investors'
ol Commerce and
Industry (FICCI) and Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Lxporters Association (BGMEA)
reiteraled their call to the parties to

| settle disputes through dialogue
| discarding programmes harmful to

the country’s economy.
The FICCI in a statement yester-

day appealedwo.-all-concerned o

reach a consensus for avoiding
confrontational politics and refrain
irom any further step harmiul to the
national interest.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Racists kill
expatriate
Bangladeshi

in London
UNB, London

With his day's work done at a res-
taurant in London, Shiblu Rahman,
father of two, was on his way home
around midnight on Sunday last. He
never imagined he would not see his
Kids again.

The 34-year-old Bangladeshi
expatnate drove salely up to his
apartment and parked the car in
[ront of his [lat at Rownton Road in
East London.

Before Jong, three white racists
appeared on the scene and stabbed
Shiblu indiscriminately at about
12:30  am when he was walking
towards his fat.

Hearing his scream for help, one
of his neighbours informed police
who rushed to the spot and took
badly injured Shiblu to he Royal
London Hospital. Shiblu suc-
cumbed to his injury two and a half
hours after admission to the hospi-
lal.

A pal ol gloom descended on the
Bangladeshi community at the
brutal murder of Shiblu, a victim olf
racial hatred.

'he Bangladeshi community at a
press conference has demanded
that the Killers  be punished and

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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Mohammed Moslem.

have been doneat the hospital.

neighbour, " said Moslem

1
o

Most ol the patients at Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) are forced to go 1o private diagnostic centres

The Daily Star found that
patients, both admitted and outdoor, are almost re Ru-
larly referred 1o private establishments by the doctors
for dilferent laboratory examinations, .nllhuu;,h the
hospital has its own diagnostic wing that remains open

an eighty-year-old from
sutrapur, was admitted (o the DMCIH with severe chest
pain. The doctors sent him for X-ray of his chest and
some routine blood tests at MS X-ray and Pathological
Centre in Mohakhali on January 30. All those tests could

For the tests I spent Tk 560 which | borrowed Irom a

Ihe same was the case with Sonia, The cighteen-

DMCH patients forced to
go to pvt path labs
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A policeman kicks a picket (left) on his shoulder in front of AG office at Kakrail during hartal hours yesterday. Awayin
Dholaikhal, opposition activists engaged in a gun battle with law enforcers (bottom R) after a cracker was hurled on 2
police lorry.

2 injured rickshawpullers
die: 570 hurtin 3 days

HIMI (nnm RI’H'\.[}I\I Chi

#)1n Nal in Marura., |

IPOTE |
R TR in Chandpur, eighi :r:'r\":r.,'ﬂ' x:',-E,' ¢ 1N Narsinedi
[he Opposition-called 60-hour countrywide hartal rding to our rrespondents ‘ *
ended yesterday claiming three lives and injuring at least reports
y/0 peoplein clashes, bomb explosions and gunfighi About 200 people were injured on S lav and 104
Iruck dnver Fayez Ahmed, 50, was killed in Feni on  Monday across the count
Sunday when pro-hartal pickets hurled a bomb on his Police vesterday arrested 43 ol ka 15
lruck Chittagong, 14 1in Magura, thr nC! rand 15 1n
An unidentified nckshawpuller, imured in homl Munshigan
blast near Tejturibazar in the city on Sunday, died ai ' he BNP-led opposition alliance | lled hartal on
Dhaka Medical College Hospital vesterday. Another sundav and Monday as its ulumatum povernment
rickshawpuller, Badaruddin, 32, injured in @ bomb 1o resign by March 30 went unheeded. It later supported
explosion near” New Markel on Mondav, died at vesterday's hartal call, given by pro-Opposition student
Suhirawardy Hospital vesterday bodies
Al least 270 people were injured yesterday in clash | he hartal disrupted
involving pro-and anti-hartal acovists and police. O  iriesand kep! LOTIS '
them 1 2were in the ciny Munshigang, at least .
Olihe rest, 100 were in Pabna, 50 in Munshiga SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

‘Why resignation, not polls?’

People should take to streets to defy hartal, PM tells JS

STr\PP(DRRIHI(}\IJf\I iransierred irelaker governn Not¢
e s ment She asked the ppositi n leader
Prime Minmister Sheikh Hasina Otherwise, she reiterated, th what she was j§ ng out of hart
doubts whether the agitating oppo opposition | | ait for viiich only nds col
siton would contest the general election and tl er of power \ ng deej |
elections as opposition leader | jays on expi [ the goven kKilhing of and inn
Khaleda Zia only talks the govern- ment'stenureonjuly | people, and damage 10 vehicles in
ment s resignation instead ol elec- Replying juestions on th bomb blasts and gunlire, the prim
ton opposition-sponsored hartal, the minisier said the pposition
"We're ldli\illg about election, Prime minister rem led the | | pProgramimes were design i iV 1
but the Opposition 1s yet to make 1t of her previous oller 1or early pi Is create anarchy and caust b ubl
clear whether it wants election or by June 12 and leaving office alte sulienngs
would participate in it. This has the Mujtbnagar Davon Apnl 17 She said thal government olhces
caused suspicion in the public mind Bul, she regretted, the opposition pariiament and indusinial units
about the opposition motive,” she leader rejected her offer and opted en those belonging to the oppos
told the JatiyaSangsad yesterday lor an ultimatum and a non-stoj lon leaders, remained open during
The prime minister accused the hartal. The opposition leader even  the hartal hours while the poor like
opposition leader of conspiring to  rejected the president’s request 1« iIckshawpullers and truck, bus and
loil election and destroy democracy sit for dialogue with the government  baby-taxi drivers were the victims ol
During the PM's Question Time (o settle matters of election, she SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Hasina asked the opposition leadei
(o pledge to the nation that she
would join the elecuon, never call
hartal again and sit across the tabl
to settle all election-related issues
including the polling date and
formation ol the caretaker govern
ment il she really wanted polls

“An early election can take place
only through early settlement ol
clected-related issues because an |
understanding between the govern
ment and opposition is a must 1o
Iree, lair and peacelul

The Victoria MBA

-for people with work experience

batch

Me!boumé. Australia

ensure a
election

"It is also needed 1o eliminate
i“h:";‘.t'} IS

chances ol a crisis once

Class starts
|ast date of enrolment

23rd April, 2001
19th April, 2001

Why the Victoria MBA?

¢ A publicly owned university in Australia
i " | ¥ U'B]la
biochemical tests like sugar, protein, sodium, pOLas ¢ One-third fEl:U"ty members from VU, Aus
sium, chloride, etc done at City Diagnostic Comiplex, ¢ Certificate being awarded by Victoria University, Australia
referred to by Professor Raliquddin, on February 28
Honorary doctor on duty in Ward 3, where Sonia was ¢ 16 months to complete your MBA
under treatment, said he frequently referred patients to .
| _ . . r rk nence
private thdur:mm centres at the instruction of Prol ¢ EKC'USWEW fo peopla with wo o
¢® Weekends & Evening classes to suit you

Rahquddin.
An imternee
Mostala

doctor,
and was also on duty in the same ward, admit-
ted that patients were regularly sent outside.

Ramjan All, 8, was asked (o have a highly expensive
CT scan of the whole abdomen at Popular Diagnostic
Centre by Dr Alauddin Shantu. Prior to this, he had his '
urine cultured at Prime Diagnostic Ltd on Dr Ziau!
Haque'sreference,

Ramjan’s father showed the prescriptions to this
correspondent and sald his son had been also told 1o
have blood, urea and creatine tests on February 5 and 9
at Padma Diagnostic Centre,

On February 23 Ramjan needed urine culture and

vear-old girl, suffering from tubercular meningitis, had SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
™

who idennhicd himsell as

How to Apply?
Visit us anytime between 9:00 am to 7:00 pm Sunday to Saturday
(Fndays open) and collect your information package:

- Victoria University Study Centre
House 55, Road 4A, Dhanmondi R/A Dhaka-1209
Phone : 9661172, 9661208, 9661173

Fax : 880-2-8610038; E-malil : bvi@bol-online.com
Website : www.vu.edu.au; www.vicunl.com




