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§Students urged to take

State Minister for Foreign Affairs
Abul Hasan Chowdhury has called
uypon the student community o
keep up their patriotic feelings and
take part in development activities
at the end of their academic career
for economic emancipation of the
country.

He said this while speaking as
chiel guest at a funcuon organised
by the Tangail Zila Kalvan Samity of
Jahangirnagar University (U}, held
atl the seminar room of the univer-
sity's central auditorium on
Saturday.

The state munister appreciated
the achievements of the university
made within the short span of time
since it was founded, and also
thanked its Vice-Chancellor Prof
Abdul Baves for his continued
elfarts to maintain and upgrade the
overall development of the univer-

part in dev activities
¥ J) BSS, Sawr

SHLY.

In his speech as special guest,
Prof Baves reiterated his commit-
ment (0o eliminate terrorism and
session-jam from the university
saying that in the past one or two
vears, the university has not
remained closed for asingle day due
(o any untoward incidents on its
campus,

APS (o the prime minister, U
senator and Chiel patron of the JU-
Tangail Zila Kalayan Samity Md
Ibrahim Hossain Khan among
othersalsospoke on the occasion.

Earlier, the state minister greeted
the freshers at the university and the
outgoing students from Tangail, and
handed over stipend of Tk 2000 each
among 25 students from the samity
fund.

Later Ibrahim Hossain Kban
handed over a cheque of Tk 4.5 lakh
to the Samity President Md Ayub
Khan,

Milosevic arrested

FROM PAGE 1
Slobo!”
Milosevic told police he would

rather dJdie than surnrender, and
Serbian Interior Minister Dusan

Mihajlovic said that at one point the
former president, brandishing a
pistal he always carried with him,
threatened to Kill himsell, his wile
and daughter. Branislav Ivkovic, a
close aide 1o Milosevic, he
surrendered voluntarily “t1o include
himscifin the legal process.”

Mihaylovic said Milosevic's A2
vear-old daughter, Manja, fired lous
of five pistol shots moments belorg
her lather was whisked away. A
police oflicial, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, said she was
apparently aiming at a governmen!
representanve rving (o negotiale
her father's surrendes

Mihajlovie said she
state of distress,” and there were no
Injunes.

I'he scene yesterday moming at
the Milosevic reflected
some of the mavhem of the previous
hours. Police investigating the site
walked over shatiered glass. The
rrampled grass in front ol the
entrance was covered with
cans, botdes, crumpled paper and

said
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residence

soda

other trash left by Milosevic sup-
POrers.

Milosevic's wile and daughter
remained inside, said police olfi-
clals.

Under Yugoshavy law, Milosevic
will be interrogated by an investiga-
tive judge, who determines whether
the evidence menitsa trial, The judge
can either dismiss the charges,
release the defendant pending trial
or jaithim pending completnionolan
Investigation.

His I 1la,
accompaniced Milosevic 1o the
gloomy Central Prison building,
said, “certain agreements
reached,” but added he
chance’ ol bailfor hisclient.

Members of his party managed

lawver., Toma who

were

Sl 1110)

1o persuade Milosevie 1o surrender
alter the negouators noted that the
arrest had nothing to do with The
Haque indiciment

Mihajlovic also insisted the arrest
was not intended (o turm Milosevic
over 1o the tribunal, "but 1o hand
him over to an investigative judge
under domestic laws.” Many Serbs
consider The Haque tribunal a
palitical instrument ol American
lorergn policy.

Langalbandh

FROM PAGE 12

Sangha, Anukul Sat Sangha and
Ram Thakur Sangha set up camps to
receive the pilgnms and for their
rest.

A large number of police, ansars
and volunteers were deployed for
maintaining order during the ritual
of purificarion.

Hindu pniestsand holy men from
faraway places of the country, clad
in orange robes and turbans,
crowded Rajghat, Mahatma Gandbhi
Ghat, Shasanghat, Joykali Ghat,
Rakha Kalighat, Premtoli and
Annapurna Ghat and prayed with
folded hands and then had their
ritual predawn dip, which they
believe can wash away their sins.

The Naravanganj district admin-
istration set up 100 kutcha latrines,
ensured electricity and supply of
dnnkingwater for the devotees.

According to Hindu mythology,
Parshuram, asaint, killed his mother
with an axe a1 the order of his father.

I'he axe clung to his hand as a
mark of sin. At the order of divinity,
he bathed in the river Brahmapultra
on this day ol lunar month and freed
himsell from sin.

Road accidents

FROM PAGE 12
imjured wore admitted to the local
health complex and clinics.

Our Khagrachhari correspon-
dent reports: A Matiranga-bound
jeep (Chander Gari) fell into a ditch,
killing two on the spot at Amiali
under Mauranga upazila at 9 a.m
vesterday, as the driver lost control.
sdid police sources.

lhe dead were identilied
Mainul, 55, and Nuru Mia, 39.

Ihlrin;un-d were admitted 1o the
Khugrachhari Sadar Hospital and
the Matiranga Health Complex

ds
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764 murdered

FROM PAGE 12

Of them, 217 were leaders and
workers of BNP and its student front
1CD, 189 belonged 1o Awami League
and its student wing BCL, 137 to
Jamaat-e-Islami and its student
front Islami Chhatra Shibir, 182 10
Jativa Party, 1121 of different funda-
mentalist groups.

Iwo ofhicials, 17 lawyers, 27
police and army personnel, one MP
and one UP chairman, three hood-
lums and 103 persons whose iden-
tity were not mentioned were also
accused in the cases.

Section 144 was imposed 11
times in Dhaka Division, three times
in Chittagong Division, and six
times each in Rajshahi and Barisal
divisions

Pro-Ershad JP

FROM PAGE 1

(Union Parisad)
Member ol the
Commission (lerms and
Conditions of the Service) Bill,
parliament sources said.

Besides, Standing Commitiee
repots onanumberof billswould be
placed in the House and it would
also deal with notice of public
iImporiance.

Bill and the
Public Service

30 tactories

FROM PAGE 1
quarters at Gulistan doused the fire
in about four hours. The incident
created panic in the area but none
wasinjured,

Fire Brigade sources estimated
the loss of property at about Tk 50
lakh,

Police cordoned the area when
lire lighters were extinguishing the
[ire,

JP factions clash

FROM PAGE 1

" JThe procession of Naziur laction
was led by JP Presidium member
Shah Mohammad Abu Zalar, its city
unit president Sailur Rabman and
secretary loiyvabur Rahman, The
activisis chanted slogans againsi
Frshad, calling him a "government
agent”,

Juba Sanghati President Sved Abu
Hossain Babla and Khalekuzzaman
Chowdhury led the procession of
Ershad laction.

Maidul Islam, a leader of P
ANaziur), later talking 1o this corre-
spondent claimed that activists ol
rival laction attacked then

ruling party.
Fhis was denied by a leader of the

- Ershad faction. “They attacked us
- Micst, raising anti-Lrshad slogans”,
iniu s Presidium member Rubul
&’

Amin Howladar. "They retreated as
theywere lew in number

He was asked 10 comment on
BNP Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan's statement that
Lrshad was a "govermment agent”,
Hawladar said, "We are saddencd by
such a statement, Today Lrshad isin
jail because ol the lour party alli-
ance. We are in the alliance and will
rermam in thealliance in future.”

He claimed that Nazior was
staving at a minster's residengce,
“Yet he s claiming to be with the
Oppositgon. Mannan Bhulyan is
cchomg what Naziur is saying. We
hope Khaleda Zia will soon realise
the situation.”

Maidul said, by conducting
political activities from prison cell,
Ershad has proved (o be a "puppet”
of the government,

PHOTD STAR

The city's Motijheel area wore a deserted look yesterday noon on the first day of a 60-hour hartal called by the oppo-

sition alliance.

Hartal: One killed, 200 hurt

FROM PAGE 1 |
48 people in connection with the

incidentsin the city.

According to police and hospital
sources, 20-year-old garment
worker Parveen from Kamrangi
Charwas injured when abomb went
off near Science lLaboratory al
Flephant Road at about 5.30 am. She
was injuredin the face.

Another bomb was exploded al
Purana Paltan crossing at aboul
1245 pm, injuring a nunor boy
named Sajal lrom Demra.

Mohammad Halim
Mirhajaribagh was injured in hands,
legs and in the back in another
explosion at Dholairparh at aboul
10.30am.

Auto-rickshaw driver Saidul
Islam from South Mugda was serni-
ously injured as pro-hartal activists
stopped his vehicle and set it on hire
at Sabupbagh ataround 5.30 am.

Rickshawpuller Abdus Samad
and tempo helper Mukhtar Hossain
were injured in two explosions neai
Dhaka Central Jail and at Mirpur
Sechion |

Alempo caught fire and its driver
was severely injured as a petrol
bomb was hurled on it at about 5.30
am on the Airport Road al
Joarsahara.

Most of the injured were taken 1o
Dhaka Medical College Hospital.

At about 9:30 am, police recov-
ered five bombs from Gabtali termi-
nal ticket counter of a transporl
company owned by BNP leader SA
Khaleque. Seventeen people were
arrestedin this connection.

Police also recovered a bomb
from near Igbal Centre at Banani at
9.30am. On the night before, agroup
of youthsin three private cars hurled
several bombs at the Centre. None
was injured.

Two bombs were exploded near

0l

Bijoynagar- Kakrail crossing at about
10:30 am when a pro-hartal proces
sion was marching through the arca.
None was mjured.

Witnesses said, pohice resorted 1o
baton charge and dispersed a BNP
procession when it tried to proceed
towards Motijheel, breaking a police
barricade at Fakirerpool crossing
about 1 lam.

Processions of BNP, Jativa Party,
lamaat-c-Islami and 10] were seen
mainly in Bijoynagar, Naya Palian,
Kakrail and Shantinagar arcas.

Apart lrom chase and counter-
chase between police and pro-
hartal activists, rival lachons ol
Jativa Party led by 1M Ershad and
Naziur Rahman Manzur clashed in
Bijoynagar arca.

On the other hand, the ruling
Awami League brought out anti-
hartal "peace”™ processions. The
main one, led by State Minister o
Shipping Molazzal Hossain
Choudhury Mava, paraded
Gulistan, GPO, Purana Paltan,
[opkhana and Janya Press Club
i el

Our Stall Correspondent
reported from Chittagong that af
least 50 people were injured in
sporadic clashes boetween police
and pickets inthe port ity

Police resorted to baton charge
during the clashes and picked up 34
activists.

I'he clashes erupted when pro-
hartalyactivists damaged rickshaws
and put up barricades on roads.
Police swung into action as pickets
pelted stones at them, resulting in
chase and counter-chase. Several
bombs were exploded.

Our Correspondent reports from
Sirajganj: Over 50 people were
injured in clashes between pro- and
anti- hartal activists in the districl
town. Thirty of them were injured in

a clash between workers of Awami
League and Jamaat-e-Islamiin front
of the latter's office ar aboul
F1.15am.

Police fired tear gas shells and
fired about 10 gunshots in the air to
bring the situation under control.,

AL and BNP activists clashed al
Malshapara and Barabazar, leaving
20 injured,

UNB quoting railway oflicials
said, train services in Rajshahi-
Iswardi route remained suspended
lor Tew hours vesterday morning as
live slippers ol the railway (rack
between Rapshahi and Hanan sta-
tons were removed on Saturday
night

On inlormation, Railway ollicials
rushed to the spot at about 4am and
restored the line. Train
resumedatY.45am.

Our Stall Correspondent in
Khulna reports: Activists ol pro-
government Juba League attacked a

SUrvIce

BNP procession at about 1lam,
injuring at least hve.
Police lobbed teargas shells

disperse the leuding groups

\ccording to another UNB
report, pro and anti- hartal activists
clashed at Satkhira, leq ving al least
10 persons injured. Five ol them
wore hospitalhised.

Our Khagrachhari
Correspondent reports: At least 15
people including lour policemen
were injured in clashes involving
police and pro- and anti- hartal
actuvists.

'he clashes ensued when a gang
of armed activists opened fire on a
BNP procession, injuring party
acuvist Zahirul Islam.

Our Rajshahi Correspondent
reported that pro-hartal activists
damaged a minibus and a number
of rickshaws in the city during the
hartal hours.

Hartal called with uterior motives

FROM PAGE 1
l.eague to continue the current
developmentdrive.

She said Khaleda Zia [irst
demanded early election and she
agreed to give it by June 12 on com-
pletion of five years of general elec-
Lions, since June 12, 1996.

"I had declared that | would give
election and asked them for taking
preparation for the polls. I had also
declared that 1 would hand over
power alter April 17 and requested
the opposition not to call hartal. But,
Khaleda rejected the election ofler
and i1ssued ulimatum and called
hartal.”

What use calling hartal, she
questioned.

"Khaleda wants to destroy the
counliry as destruction is her
motto,” Hasina said, highlighting
her government's policy and
programmes aimed at development
and wellare of the commoners.

On her 30-kilomiter way 1o
Companiganj from Svlhet, the
Prime Minister inaugurated
Shalukikorand Katakhal bridges.

Lhe 218-metre-long Shalukikor

|
| bridge has been constructed ar a

Hartal thoughts

FROM PAGE 1
served” hartal is no reflection of
public opinion. The nearly empty
streets, the closed shops, the
sparsely attended offices and less
than optimally lunctioning lactories
are no indication of support for the
cause of the hartal- callers. By now, it
has been proven over and over again
thatitis out ol a combination of feur
ol loss ol property and physical
insecurity people stay away from
work on hanal days, A fact that GNP
should remember more than any-
body else is that after three years ol
hartals and a successiul movement
ol bringing about the carctaker
amendmenttoour Constitution and
lorcing the BNP government (o
relinguish power tatter the February
election) still Awami League could
win only 37 per cent of popular voie
asagainst 34 percentforthe BNP

We are sayingall this to prove that
hartals did not work for Awami

League inthe 1994-96 period and i

cost of Tk 9.98 crore and 155-metre-
long Katakhal bridge at a cost of Tk
9.30 crore.

With the completion of these two
bridges Bholaganj, a centre for
boulder business, and Companigan)
business town have been connected
directly with Sylhet.

Speaker Humavun Rasheed
Chowdhury, Dewan Fand Gazi MP,
AL joint secretary Azizur Rahman,
Dr Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin, Sultan
Md Mansur Ahmed MP, Jebunnessa
Hug MPE Svihet AL President Abu
Nasor and Secretary Shafiqul Hug
also addressed the meeting

The Pnme Minister said with the
opening ol two bridges longstand-
ing demand ol the people was ful-
filled, so also another commitment
of the government.

She urged the cheering crowd 1o
vole tor Awami League in the next
election for the continuity of the
development process.

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister
said that the armed lorces would no
more fall victims to any untoward
incident and the chain of command
that had been restored would be
continued.

"l hope the armed lorces will
maintain the glory they achieved by
rendering services 1o the nation,”
she said briefly addressing the flag
raising ceremony of the 52nd
Infantry Brigade at Jalalabad
Cantonment here yesterday mom-
Ing.

She said the armed lorces fell
victims tounwanted incidentsin the
past as power mongers used them as
tools for captuning power and in the
altermath, many members ol the
armed forces were killed.

The Prime Minister said the
armed lorces are the pnide of the
nation and symbol ol sovereignty
and independence. They must
maintain their pride and glory.

She said the present government
has taken massive for the
development ol the armed lorces
and to build them as strang, mod-
ern, skilled and efficient forces

Army Chiel Lt Gen Harunur
Rashid, Navy Chief Rear Admiral
Abu Taher, Air Force Chiel Air Vice
Marshal Jamal Uddin Ahmed,
Brigade Commander Brig Gen Sadig
Hasan and high military olficials
were present.
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Peace talks with Kashmir
militants soon: Advani

AFP New Delhi

Home Minister LK Advani sald in a
television interview that the govern-
ment would hold peace talks with
separatist leaders in Kashmir but
ruled out adialogue with Pakistan.

Speaking on the British
Broadcasting Corp's "Hardtalk"
programme, to be broadcast on
Wednesday, Advani said New Delhi
would hold talks "very soon” with
separatist leaders in Kashmir, per-
haps even as early as May.

"We have already decided who
will hold talks and how to proceed
with it. But peace talks would be
with groupsin India.

"We do not
moment (o hold
Pakistan,” Advanisaid.

[he home minister said he may
not be heading the Indian dialogue
process but would pay close atten-
tion to the progress of the talks.

"I would cenainly be monitoring

the
with

propose dl

talks

21st BCS viva
voce June 6

UNB, Dhaka ___

he vivavoce of 21st BCS examineces
scheduled for Apnil 3 (Tuesday) has
been postponed and will now be
heldon June6at the same venue and
Hme,

No [urther letter will be issued o
the candidates concerned, said an
official handout yvesterday.

BNP urgs govt

FROM PAGE 1

by spontancously observing the
hartal. "The government will be
ousted through hartal,” he said.

About dialogue with the govern
ment, Bhuiyan said they are nol
opposed to discussion with Awami
League alter the government steps
down. "We are ready lor discussion
with Awami league only alter thi
resignation ol the government ™.

Ihe BNP leader said they would
go (0 the negotating table with the
President, the caretaker govern-
ment, the Election Commission and
other political parties, including
Awami League, for paving the way
lor a Iree, lair and nmmpartal gen
clecnon

He amaintamed that discossion
willt tife Awamu League government
would be a meaningless exercise as
such dialogue would not help
resolve issucs like recovery ol illegal
arms, politicised administration
and otherrelated matters.

Female condom

FROM PAGE 12

Drug and Food Administration
and the European Union have
approved the product, Director ol
FHC's International Programmes
Mitchell Warren told The Daily Star
through an e-mail on Sunday

"Since 1996, FCH and UNAIDS
have been in partnership to make
condom for women more widely
available in developing countries,
Warren said.

I'he condom is sale, strong and
durable because ol the polyure-
thane used to make it, according (o
UNAIDS/WHO documents.

Research confirms that the
condom has no serious side elfects
according to studies on s use in US
and Europe.t

['he studies have shown that the
condom 1s an elfecuive barner to
microorganisms including HI\
virus and bacteriophage, smalles
than hepatitis B, known 10 cause
sexually transmitted infection (ST

A UNEPA official when contacted
through e-mail said use of such
condom will be a step forward
towards women s empowerment in
developing countries, where HIA
prevalence is highest (about 20-30
per cent in women)

"Lack ol power and autonomy i1s
the root cause of women's vulnera-
bility. The thing that prevents S1H
and unwanted pregnancies must be
made available towomen,” he said

In his recent address to the UN
General Assembly, Secretary
General Koli Annan called lor
grealer accessibility to the condom
lor women.

will not work for BNP now. In fact, a
far stronger undercurrent ol anti-
hartal sentiment permeates among
the general public now than it did at
that time., So, we would like to argue
that the opposition must reconsider
its hartal option and think of some-
thing clse. Our view is thal more
hartals will make the people more
distanced from the opposition. The
business community, a significant
porton ol which supports the BNE
will be the first o feel the crunch and
react.

Lo the question as to why hartals,
the answer Is that the opposition
wanis early elections, How far is the
election? Under normal timeframe
Iwill by early October 2001, So, i1 is
little more than six months away.
When will the elections be held if the
opposition s able 1o have its way?
Earliest by early July 2001, A litle
more than three months away, What
Is the diflerence berween carly July
und early October? Three months,

for Khaleda Zia

Suppose it could even be four
months, So the guestion that the
opposition must ask is how does @
difference ol three or lour months
look to the ordinary voters who are
being kept a prisoner in their own
houses for 60 hours? It looks like the
opposition is bemg extremely impa-
Lent,

Ihere is another argument thal
the opposition must consider about
s hartal strategy. AGO-hour hartal is
not an end inasell, It has 1o be fol-
lowed by more hartals and for longer
duration, which in turn will be
followed by longer and longer ones
What will be a voter's feelings at the
end ol the whole ordeal? How will
the business community, the pro-
fessionals, the traders, the workers,
the shopkeepers and the day labour-
ers leel? Evervone except perhaps
the salaricd class will Teel angry,
disgusted and vengelul, The best
way 1o Hind out whether our assess-
maentis corrector notis to recall how

people teltabout the AL at the end ol
the hartal mightmare that it had
imposed on the nation in the 19494

96 period, At least at that time there
that ol the caretaker
government, What is the issue now,

WIS an Issue -

except elections which, as we said,
are just more than six months away
\s we stay imprisoned i oul
houses, as our shops, ollices and
factories are lorced 1o remain
closed, as our garment industry
falters, as our vegetables ror in the
lield, as our day labourers and slum
dwellers pass their days either hall-
fed or hungry and as the sick die or
detertorate because ol absence ol
medical Tacilities
reaction be 1o a party or an alhiance
thaat made us suller much
bhecause it could not wat three
additiohal months for an election,
[hus we end our hartal thoughts o)

the leader ol the opposition,

what will our

S0)

the course of the talks being the
home minister. But the actual talks
may be conducted by others,” said
Advani.

“The government will pursue the
peace process in Kashmir. This has
already been decided.”

On March 29, Kashmir's main
separatist alliance said it would not
enter into any dialogue with New
Delhi, unul their leaders were
allowed to visit Pakisian.

[he statement by the All Party
Hurriyat Conference (APHC)
which comprises two dozen differ-
ent groups -- was a reaction to a
news item that a senior Indian
government olficial was being
nominated for talks with the alli-
ance.

fhe Hurrivat had nominated a
five-member team in December last
yvedr lor a visit to Pakistan in order 1o
hold talks with militant leaders and
government officials inthe country.

New Delhi has not opposed such

a visit, but insists the Hurriyat team
should not include hardline sepa-
ratist leader Syed Ali Geelani who
has opposed India’s ceasefire in
Kashimir.

Following a directive from Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee,
Indian security forces had called off
counter-insurgency operations in
Kashmirin November.

Muslim-majority Kashmir was
divided between India and Pakistan
in 1947 but remains claimed by
both. A Muslim separatist rebellion
on the Indian side has claimed more
than 34,000 lives since 1989,

India has refused to resume
direct talks vnul Pakistan stops
sponsoring “cross-horder terror-
iIsm” -- acharge Islamabad denies.

India alleges t(hat since the
November ceasefire, Pakistan has
“claimed” 1o withdraw some border
troops, but continued to lerment
unrestin Indian Kashmir.

'Opposition trying to
capture power thru'

UNB, Dhaka
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Ruling party general secretary and
Local Government Minister Zillur
Rahman accuscd the opposition ol
irying 1o capture power through
undemocralic byvpassing the
clection
Begum Zia does not believe in

people’s power that is exercised in
election which the only wayto go (o
: he Inauguranng 4
Iraining course lor municipal chair
man inthe ciny

Some 48 municipal chairmen of
the country s southwestern region
ook part in the course on “adminis-
tration appraisal’ at the National
Institute ol Local Government
(INILG) auditorium at Agargaon

Wadh
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Arms seized in Kushtia

FROM PAGE 12

hrandishing sophisticated arms
| hev traded more than 100 rounds
ol gunshots and exploded numer-
ous bombs during the hour-long
battle,” savs awilness.

I'he clash left at least 20 injured,
including five by bullets. Bheramara
College JCD president Bakul, gen-
eral secretary Firoze and upazila
Chhatra League president
Anisuzzaman Khokon were among
the injured

['he clash, which erupted on the
main road of the small upazila town,
soon spread to other streets and
lanes turning the entire town Into a
battlefield and terrifying people

[ension was prevailing as people
kept indoors and opposition activ-
istswent into hiding after the violent
Orgy

Locals said the clash was a sequel
to Sarurday's clash between the Al
and BNP acuvists and both the
parties were well prepared with
arms tolace each other

Anti-fundamentalist
FROM PAGE 12

1971 veteran Mahbubuddin Ahmed,
Bir Protik, was present at the fund
tion as the chief guest, while leading
artist and Abrity Panishad President

\saduzzaman Nur, Nirmul
Committee s acting president
journalist Shahriar Kabir, play

wright Mannan Hira, Nirmul com-
mittee general secretary Kazi Mukul
and Abrity Parishad secretary
Hassan Aril. among others, spoke.
Farlier, Mahbubuddin opened a
"Muktijuddher Shahid Smrity
Pathagar® under the auspices ol
Nirmul Commuittee with the hoisting

of the flag, used during the
LiberationWar
Adel gets bail
FROM PAGE 1
lan ground

Adel was sent to the Dhaka

Central Jail when he surrendered
hefore the CMM's Court , Dhaka on
March 14

Kamal Hossain, 30, senior vice
president of  Awami League ol
Kotwali thana was gunned down by
a gang ol assallants on August 15,
last vear when he protested  the
hoisting of Pakistan national flag
atop the residence ol Adel on August
14, the Independence Day ol
Pakistan.

FROM PAGE 1

through her "deceptive’ specches al
various times walked away from het
commitments time and again thus
carned the reputation lor Al
Traud and trattor.

She said the inept government
became unnerved by the mass
movement and chose the path ol
repression on and harassment and
arrest of opposition activists and
people in a fascistway ina bid w (ol
the current anti-government agita-
Hon

She said the government has let
loose a reign ol terror at difterent
parts ol the country, including
Dhaka, Sirajganj, Bhola, Chittagong,
Khulna, Rajshahi and Netrokona
through firings, arrests and hiling ol

Jds8

undemocratic way'

he Awami League leader made
the observations as the four-party
opposinion alhiance led by Begum
Zia embarked on a three-day haral
from yesterday in a bid (o pull down
the governmenit.

Allur narrated vanous govern-
ment steps taken to strengthen local
government system and 1o ensure
higher particapation of women n
the development process

He stressed the need [or increas-
ing institutional capability of the
municipalities in implementing
development programmes

Local Governmenlt Scecrelary
Sen, NHLG directon
ceneral BMM Mozammel Huqg and
r M Alsar Uddin also

spoke al the inaugural session

\mivangshu

ourse Jdirecha

Meanvhile, locad AL and BSI?
hlamed each ther | (l punfichi
and BNP
recoverv rom theirr MP's residencs
partola conspiracy ol the govern-
meni

Upazila Awami League brought
out a procession in the evening
protesting attack by BNP activists
on their procession and arms recov-
ery from the house of the BNP
lawmaker

Meanwhile, Selina Shahid, wife
of Prof Shahidul Islam, MP, yester-

leaders termed the anms

dav said the arms that police
| |.1ilnl'd (0 have recovered irom
their residence in Bheramara were

partola conspiracy

[alking to UNB over telephone
from her Dhaka residence last night,
Selina said, "Shahidul Islam does
not believe in politics of arms and
the question of keeping arms in his
residence does nolanse

She alleged that a magistrate
along with police and some Chhatra
League achnvists, carrying arms,
wenlt 1o her residence and broke into
a rom

She ‘*ill_I P Lice later collecle d
the arms from the Chhatra League
men and liLr" sited those wath local
P Lice stauan '\[“:-l'.\i[‘z-; recoveny
irom the MP shouse

Selina, who was a BNP MP from
kushtia in the reserved women s
in 1991, said there was none in
their residence, excepl a carc 1aker.

'he caretaker got Inghtened and

left the house seeing police and
Chhatra League cadres entenng the
she said

sial

house

Laxmipur Jubo
[.eague worker
kidnapped

BSS, Laxenipuar

tival political groups in the district
reportedly Kidnapped two persons
yesterday, police said
~ Khorshed Alam. an Awami Jubo
| eague activist, was Kidnapped
allegedly by BNP nivals from his
Zamirtah village residence in
Charashahiunion.

Al least seven houses were sel
ablaze alter the Kidnapping of Alam.

A Jativatabadi Jubo Dal activast,
Mustafiz, remained missing since
yesterday evening

Khaleda: (Eonfrbntation

lalse cases on Saturday and Sunday.
Khaleda asked the government
to withdraw the false cases and
release all opposition activists
arrested on Saturday and Sunday.
She congratulated the people for
observing the it day of hartal
spontancously and urged theny (o
make rest 48 howts ol hartal as suc-

COSS.

DCC abandons

FROM PAGE 1

ing and open spaces, roads and
lootpaths into markets without any
legal authonty whatsoever.

Several cases in connection with
conversion of parks, footpaths and
open spaces into markets are now
pending with courts




