o e gL g, i i -——— A

i W e

E

DHAKA SUNDAY APRIL 1, 2001

Palestinians preparing
for Israeli otfensive

AFP, Gaza Ciry

.

Palestinian security forces con-
ducted military exercises yes-
terday (o prepare for a potental
ISraeli army incursion into the
self-rule zones, a Palestinian oflicial
said.

“The national security forces
conducted traming and manoeuv-
res on highways and in sensitive
regions to prepare for a potential
infiltration ... or an Isracli assault in
these regions,” the high-ranking
official told AIFP on condition ol
anony mity.

Wimesses said Palestinian forces
have boosted their presence on the

Gaza Surip's major highways, fre-
quent sites of confrontation with
Israelisoldiers.

Israeli officials, hoping to put
down a six-month-old Palestinian
uprising, have made veiled threats
ol sending the army into areas pul
under Palestinian Authority control
by the 1993 Oslo peace accords.

General Abdelrazek al-Majaida,
the head of Palestinian public
security for the Gaza Strip, on
I'hursday warned the Israeli army ol
‘preparing to launch a major offen-
sive against the Palestinian territo-
res.”

Ahmed Helis, secretary general
ol Palestiman leader Yasser Aralat's

INTERNATIONAL,

Taliban reject Iran's
claims on blocking
water flow

AFP, xabul

Fatah faction, said that "every point
In Israel will become a legitimate
target for our fightersif Isracl attacks
ourcities.”

On Wednesday, Israeli helicop-
ters pounded bases of Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat's elite body-
guard unit IForce 17 in response to a
string of bombings inside Israel.

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's
office released a statement Friday
vowing that Israel "will continue (o
strike those who attack us and those
whosend them.”

But any Israeli incursion into the
Palestinian territories would likely

Alghanistan's Taliban yesterday dismissed Tehran's official complaint to the
United Nations that the ruling militia had blocked the Hirmand river flow
intoneighbouring Iran,
The accusations are politically-motivated and "in harmony with United
Nations (UN) and the United States to exert pressure on the Alghan people,’
Talibansaidinastatement here,
ltsaid theriver, which Tows normally into Iran after irrigating much of the
southern Alghanistgan, had dried up even at points where i originates,
because of thesevere drought, the worstin country's living memory,

Iran Jast week wrote to the UN secretary general Kofi Annan uh;irgmg that
Taliban regime had cut off water supply from Hirmand river, seriously dam-

prompt strong international con-
demnation,

Romanian held
for smuggling
71 Asians into

Greece
MT‘} Athens

A Romanian truck dnver has been
arrested at the Greek-Turkish bordes
on suspicion ol trying tosmupgle 71
illegal Asian immigrants into
Greece, police said vesterday,

I'hey said the driver, and the
Pakistani and Bangladeshi nationals
found in his truck, were to appear in
court in the border town ol
Alexandroupolis In the next lew
days.

aging Iranian agriculture,

The 1,000 kilometer (620-mile) lnng river nurmally Irrigates some 140,000
hectares (350,000 acres) of land in Iran's Zabol region.

The statement said Taliban were honouring a 1972 bilateral agreement,
which allowed only four cubic meters per second of water into Iran only as
gesture of good will, '

Based on this agreement, the Taliban allowed an Iranian fact-linding
mission to travel to southern Alghanistan last vear after the Hirmand river
dried up on lranian soil, it added.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry had earlicr handed over a “strong-worded"
note to the Afghan Taliban authorities which was ignored because it was in
contradictionwith realities, it said,

"This is the Iranians old habit 1o raise a hue and cry when they lace any
problemas such due to the drought.” ] ' |

Taliban’s Deputy Minister of Water and Power Mohammad Azam Elmi
told reporters Saturday that the regime did not have the ¢ apability of divert-
ing or blocking the water Now. '

“If we have surplus waler, the Hirmand water will automatically flowinto
Iran. Everybody knows about the drought here., '

DR C

ongo rebels

A unidentified Danish volunteer struggles while trying to clean the shores of the island of Faroe from an oil slick_
yesterday. Some 1,900 liters of oil were spilled into the Baltic Sea between Germany and Denmark after oil tanker

Baltic Carrier was rammed by a freighter on Wednesday.
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