} hurt as bombs
rled on AL
cessions

F ComsspoNDENT

cast eight people were iniu‘
nseveralbombs were horled on
uni League processions going
ards thHe National Parade
undto anend vesterday's raliv
Cive of them weré injured at
ir Akhra when a bamb was
ed inside a bus in a convoy
ing from Narsingdi, They are
win, Mohshin, Amirul, Gulzar,
d Firoz. .
'+ Jwo others <- Anwar Hossain and
. =4 if -- were injured in another
. ’”.m blast su Tikatuli. Another
' Son -- Monir Hossain -- was

-, red al Farmgate,

§ 4 All the injured persons were sent

"haka Medical College Flospital,
' 1! cesand., -
L & our persons were arresied from
| 3 nir Akiira in connection with the

& Jdentthere. They are Billal
_‘ " SEEPAGE 11 COL 2

" ' \ro-Ershad JP '
% ont expel

(FF CORRESPONDENT

pie another split in the Janva

¥ (JP), senior leaders of the
ad-lted [acton are not willing 1o
acuon acainst leader of the

r faction Naziur R#hman
r2ur and his associates righit a
moment due (0 some strat@gic

s

W action inciuding expalsion

e rebel leaders mav benchil
) s & r and the nit mav {formall
face. Most o) themare keepingin

Ch with us. I weexps | them now:, §

¥ IMa\y TN ISy, 4 M'Hi{,ﬂ
My P ;J'«ﬁ.}.ul facnon :Hfd
cSpEnent yesterday
yemos Xee-Chaugyman ol
n | in frishad *-..ig
s e R i A
on womld be igkgn agamst
s D JecsionSTlike expulsn
il nai Fu takaadgh! nOw

P Er<hady imsidors sa@d a move
Salrcady beenigkon 10 unic dhi
achions. Shah Mohammad Abu
iar. «wi inied ahe
We<siily 01

plimisin :.J.f- 11 1L

st | LI

i

i
11'!-‘!

b T

. A

siding with
Naziur Rahman
sl 'I:".]I['.l:”-'lhi {f I-H'I"I duers
.!-l‘*}-".ﬁ! Lrshad, L M Kaderand A
i hrahan pn | hursda
Ul i ancithicsspin P

i
i ! ) N 1% i
- L} | . [ }

VLTI el
©

e

el led laction

Qrmian {.-_.] jI:. -'l

r wester: Over 100
uses damaged
' Habiganj

Br 'r'ur i

- B

it el —

lashed |
- L r'xi i

(o the ground

BT wWesior LT 'l.'f'--.'lf"i. 1S 0l
dising
} 1I~ t“‘u LSS
LA e sform
E ubal,
acndng
copeding 1
Gt | I} Shwi } (hi g
poting huge trees and partially
agiae IMRI-Boro paddy in the
o
1 nymber ol people wer also
L% ol 1N Lhe STorm, sour es said.

FAZing oOvel

hit upazilas are Sadar,
Madhabpui and
FVATTOUS SOUTCEs, [hi

wzilas al noon

o ~
i
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Smiron’s first visit toWashington
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lehuddin Ahmad

jsiness
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e Thalland talks. advocate devel-
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jark unveils deregulation plan
outsplitting NTT
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Conditions for early polls

® Leader of the Opposition in the Parliament

| Khaleda Zia has to join the current Jatiya

Sangsad session.

w

Opposition has to have talks with the

government on formation of caretaker

any more.

- government and election date.

Unless understanding reached between the
. parties, there willbe no early polls.

. ® Opposition should promise not to call hartal

Khaleda 1o give undertaking that she will
take partinelection once date s fixed.

\ o JO T 9o
People’s Right to Know
q com

www.dallystarnews.com

:

0in JS to discuss caretaker
2oVt election date

’rime Minister urges Opposition at grand rally in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday urged Opposition Leader Khaleda
Zia to join the parliament session, discuss with the government lormation of
a caretaker administration and fixation of the date of election and confirm
her puniriﬁatiun in it “il she stillwants early polls”, |
Addressing a mammaoth party rally at the National Parade Ground in the
city, the Prime Ministersaid her government will not resign; rather hand over

power (o a neutral caretaker government only if'the Opposition returns (o |

parliament and asks for an early gencralelection,

Unless there i1s an understanding on formation ol a caretaker govern-
ment, election date and Oppositon’s demands, her government will not
hand over power to a caretaker government belore expiry of its tenure on July
13, shesaid.

"If you (Khaleda) want early polls, we must reach an understanding on
theissues of caretaker government, polls8ate and vour demands,” she said

Some hall a million people tuned vp at the rally, the biggest in recent
memory, organized by ruling Awami League to observe ‘Autogcracy Fall Day’,
marking fall of BNP government on this day live years back.

Fhe Prime Minister's latest stance®on early polls came two days alier a
meeting between the President and BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia at the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Rrime Minister Sheikh Hasina (inset) waves at crowd before addressing a huge public rally at National Parade Ground in the city yesterday.

bi_\m[ HAQ

grivate medical practitioners in the
puntry are charging consultation
pes many times that permitied by
|\
\ccording to the Medical
and Prnivate Clinics and
aboratories rlh';_{ulatinnj
rdinance, 1982, a private medical
iy actitioner, also 4 homoeopath, 1S
med tocharge a maximum of Tk
D [or first consuhation and Tk 20 for
cond consultation and subse-
wnt consultation lar the same

dACHCC

LSS ' )
For medical coOnsuliae n al
me, a praciitioner cagagehrge a
pcmum ot Tk B0 loreachi v sit.

L here is no menuon of medical
wihoners fees in the recently
nounced National Health Policw.

yme members ol the sub-

Pvt medical practitioners charge
fees many times their rates

commitfee formulating the draft
policy had proposed fixing new rates
of fees, cancelling the ‘outdated
rates, but the proposals ‘disap-
peared’ [rom th = inal dralt before it
was placed before the cabinet lor
approval, sources concernedsaid.

”H'} had prupum-d fi.\illj_{ Con-
sultation fee for general practitio-
ners at Tk 100 and for ‘specialists’ Tk
200. But some other members ol the
sub-committee who had opposed
this omitted the proposals from the
final draft, the sources mentioned.

The health policy contained
propasals for special incentives for
non-practising’ doctors engaged in
tcaching prolession or working in
chinics.

It said practising doctors in the
public sector would be encouraged
to go for ‘institutional” practice
meaning that the government

A mammoth
gathering

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

l'ens of thousands ol peoplg
thronged the National Parade
Ground and chanted slogans vow-
protect the country [rom
Lpposition-
destructioninthe name of hartals

lhey gathered at the parade
ground where the ruling Awami
League organised a grand rally, the
Lirst ever political programme there,
1o mark the [all of BNP government
on March 30, 1996 in the face of a
IMASS UPSUTge.

Prime Minaster and AL President
sheikh Hasina, her Cabinet colleges,
senior AL leaders and leaders of the
AL's Tront organisations addressed
the rally.

'l saw no such gathering other

would allow them to use facilities of
hospitals for private practice pro-
vided a specified amount is paid 1o
the governiment

[here js no provision in the 1982
Ordinance lor separate fees Yor
medical practitioners specialising in
different hields although ‘specialist$
claim that they should get higher
Ilees than general practitioners.

Accarding 1o a survey by this
correspondent, many doctors in th
city charge up to Tk 500 for private
consultation. Insome areas, doctors
allegedly charge even up to Tk 1000
as consultation fee but it could not
be conbirmed. Homeopaths also
violate laws by charging fees much

ing i

sponsored acts ol

more than they are allowed to. than the one addressed by
II]'.' lIl.”l_.l t.’lljlil Il]l ' "‘NI Ili“ "Hn}.:xlhdﬂl“'ﬂ I|h‘l]‘u. iLIl‘ \]l!lll'lli

octogenarian AL activist at the rally
He estimated that the number ol

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

nercarrving on private medical
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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Children protestinga DCC move to lease out the road and footpaths between Curzon Hall and the High Court in front

' of Shishu Academy for openmarkets yesterday.
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20 killed as ti‘uck overturns
with 45 near Sherpur

UNB, Sherpur

At least 20 people were killed and 25
injured in a deadly accident on the
Sherpur-Mymensingh highway
yesterday morming.

Police and witnesses saids the
acoident occurred as a Bakshiganj-
bound cement-laded truck carrying
45 day-labourers as an add-on [rom
Dhaka overturmed on the road at
Hawrabazar, 8 km away from the
town, at 5.30am as the tyre of its rean
lelt wheel blew out,

'he poor peaple met the tragic
end while they were going home 1o
Jamalpur and Kungram districts via
Bakshiganj of Jamalpur. Each paid
Fk40torthenide onthelorry:

Fourteen died on the spot and 30
were imured

[he injured were rushed 1o sadar
hospital where two ol the victims
succumbedio theirinjuries,

As condition of 15 ol the injured
rapidly deteriorated, they were
shifted to Mymensingh Medical
Collegedlospital where four of them

died.

initially adenyries of only 13 of
the dead were known: They are
Mannan, 38, Bahadur, 50, Matin, 35,
Amir Hossain, 15, Somez Uddin, 35,
Surman Ali, 35, Abdul Hye, 30, Saber
Uddin, 30, Kadam All, 30, and Achia
Begum ol upazila n
Kurigram dismict and Abul Hossain,
0, apd Mohammad Ali, 42, and
Alkumia of Dewangany upazila in
Jamalpur district

Hest ol ||!l' deceased JIIElHdt il
iwo women and a girl, police and
!']'r"sl'!!!élI'bn‘l-l]lLl'\‘JJL]

(CCondition of Sobed All, Sujat,
lajel, Shukur, Momin Chan, Jiral,
Sona Mia and Bacchu was stated to
be severe,

Hearing a hue and crv in the
dawn, people ollering (Fajr) pravers

Howmari

in the ni .t|l:j..' lamia mosgut and
ther local people rushed 1o the

SOl sdVs @ spol account of the
accident,

Ihe villagers pulled out the
injured greaning under the truck
and scattered cement bags and

retrieved the dead bodies.

Later firefighters also joined the
resCue operanon,

On information, local MP Atiqur
Rahman Atlg, DC and SP visited the
spot and hospitals,

As news of the rafic accident
spread, people [rom different pans
of the district and from Bakshiganj,
Roumari and Ralibpureushed o the
spot. All in tears, they scrambled in
the Sadar Hospital morgue in seanh
ol their near and dearones.

Road communications on the
highway were suspended for 4 hours
following the acadent A case was
liled.

Police said overloading was the
main cause ol the fawal accidemnt,
which became a " general phenome-
non on this route as local commu-
ters, coaches and trucks ply with
heavy loads beyond their capaci-
L1es

In last three years, sources said,
around 50 peopl n killed

hereinsuch acodenis

SEEPAGE 11 COL 3

'People won't forgive
those who joined
JS as govt stooge

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Shilipui
BNP secretarv-general Abdul MV
the opposition alliance wouldnot |
andijomed bandswith the Avwam |
iH.JI"trlu",-.l releren O Lhe |
“people wall not forgive those who v
Lhi government S sSioongs
\ddressing a huge rally
groundin the altcrnoon, Bhu

Of IPhas caused some 1o guesinn]
; f.r‘_ls! VB RN '“1.1\'“'1.._ '..H k!

fvoquil romthecomhite.” heaeld

I'reedom Ilﬂhll'fh, who fought Int

N}‘:iIH:-l' ‘-hlil!l Mannun |'-f]li:}.t!|
the 30th anniversary ol the countnry

Relegring (o P Parllamentary |
Hospital, the BNP secretary-go U sa
th'H‘”t and rélanves of Istami Oikva
comtimuestodeny “division facililies

Whereas the government not
}xll|_ |H;1.1|\||,4HIJ.M o LITIE M
rules.

Bhuvansaid thi imIF; INCn nas
l.ll]l|_b '1.=:||-.r-l'.,'|:l’,|
Jhouwld however not atle
l ERL L1t |I ; L oill '.I I I
obsenvead

He said the partyhas eno

itk cin Y ivi
___r. =188 I|l1|..

honand J-.!dq'Lf- 1dl
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Move on for holding

SAARC FMs' meet

M ANWARUL HAQ

5]!!“-‘:“‘{"* are on (ox holdir Y the mi INg O S50 RO | 1 Mnisters al an
|-.||'lj. date, South Asian diplomatic soul sad

Fhe date lor the meeting will be hixed at the conlerence ol SAARC Standing
Commuttee comprisimg torcign scorel es due 1o be held in Colombo in 1he
second week of Mav, 1The SAARC Secretanat in Kathmandu is learnt @ be
actively coordinating the efforis lor holding the meetngs ol both tht
Standing Commuittee and the Council ol Ministers

Fhe seven-nation organisation nch sullered a setback due 1o straned
relations between India and Pakistan alter the mlitary tal cran PFakistan
s now showing signs of moving forward following fresh imtiatives by its

current Chairman Sn Lankan President Chandnka Kumaratunga

Farlv last month. S Lankan Prime ministe
Atal Behari Vajpavee in talks im Delhr oy

SAAR(

| het SAARI
initiated by S Lanka, thi
Ol dates

Standing (

towdanrds reaching utl
level
Council ol Nhrmaster

I said SAARE
et nodoubt about stre

LTI

IMTICCLINES 1.1 11

.\l"n.".‘tlll. el issucd Irom

current cnairmal

TNty

and Indian Pnime Ministel
recd o resume normal actovines ol
nandu stated, "Consultations
Oof SAARC., arn

Natht
proceeding
Lincal
the

ceptable for resumpnon ol
Farcigm Sel

LAl es),

yForeign Ministers) and the summitl
Secretary General Nihal Rodrigo's consultanons recentiy

ng political commitments ol member states lor

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

AL grand rally
Govt has no
respect for
law: Khaleda
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Ing annulment of Publ ACH

Opposition’s
ultimatum
expires

-"'1.1'|-

UNB, Diwika
Uppositon suliimalum lor resigna-
tion of the government ended yes-
erdan

BN ¢ch H'Fi""‘-‘ n Khaleda 714

issued the uliomatum at a grand rally
e the 4-party alhilance at Paltan
r‘hl!.:.l-,l,l':' 1-;"'11.!“!1_,“

Sheigh

AMinisl
reiectied thi

- |
But Prime

11dSiNg 5 B

L]

ernment
lemand for resignatuon complying
with the March 30 Qeadhin given in
the ilbmarnam

On March 28, Khaleda mer wath
President Shahabuddin Ahmad at
Bangabhaban. The President
advised her 10 reconsider the with-
drawal of ultimatum and hanal and
sit with the covernment 1o adpest the
riming of the clections since both
the ]hl!”t“\ Lu..hni upon on carly
vlecnon

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

DCC bid to
lease out road,
footpaths
protested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

children and their
piairdians yesterday protested the
Dhuka City Corporation’s move (o
lease out the road and Toorpaths
Detween Carzon Hall and the High
Courtinltent ol Shishu Academy oy
L narkets

Childien Trom ditferent ¢hil
dren s organisations, along  with
their guardians, brought out a pro
from in lront ol Shishu
\cademy in the morning and
paraded up 1o the Jativa Press Club
Lo protest the move,

Later, they held o vally on the
premises ol the ShishuAcadeny.

he DCC in advernsemoents In
ditferent dailies recently invited bids
o lease outthe busy and histori

SEE PAGE 11 COL A

Hundreds ol

Lession

STAR
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Developer fined for evadihg VAT

returtded onlv Tk 1) Lakh although it had givenan lln‘t|-'.'i'
aking lor paving all the money within Margh 2008,

RAFIQ HASAN

When asked what action the authongy can ake il a
company does not pay thé hine, oihcidls oome erned told
e Darly Star that they could take a number ol steps lol

The customs authorthies have hined Banant Propert

Development (Pve) Limated Tor evasion of Tk 24,85 fakh

i Value Added Tax (VAT agaanst s Banarupa housing

project, realising governmmentmoney
Fhe commussioner of Custams Fxase and VA

Commissiancrate Dhaka (North) has recently issued an
order 1o Banani properties toe pavinent ol Tk 1 A8 crore,
which includes the unpad VAL to the pubhic excheguen

I he notice came glter several tormal hearings on the

st I]I{ |.1\-E |H I an e |t.==+1

hearings the compamy admitied 1o the o
and agreed to pay the amount immediarely

\s thewompany confessed 1o their wrongdoing and
extended co-operation, the authorities imposed anoini
Normally two and a hall mimes th
dvaded amount is imposed an a company, H found

nal fime on them

delfaulning

Nurul Isham, manager of Banani Property, howeved,
demed beng penalised by the governmend
soime VAL which we pad imimediorely alter we woere

notihed,” he cdamed

Interestungly, Islaom could pot say how muech money
was paid and only smd, "We completed the payment

belore Eid.

T

Durmg th departiment

aston ol theVAI

Farlier, the customcommassionerate had sent ateam
comprising ol inteligence offigials to Banant Broperty 1o
mvestigate whether it was payving WAL againsl the
imcome of Banarupa Housing Project, located
Joarsharaand Dakkhin Khanin the city ’

[he probe eam visited the company on July 6, 2000

L he first step is to freeze Bank account g the gom:
panv. IF that is not dfectivg then The gogernngnt can
griach pavale property and Hile certfcae and l'l"il"l'lll’_hl]
Culses apgainsi 1R HNPANY OF CMTICT | | 1thi uunpmh I
realising the money, said a high officiad of thecusioms

and asked papers and documents n garding pavinent of

VAL
We owed

‘I-‘
$2.0

4

On evaluaton of the documents themnvestigauon
team lound out that the « CINPY ey eved atotal ol 1K
crore tor land develppment up o July 25, 2006,
according to the booking receipl

I |‘|.ll‘:l.|’.i over 68 housing plots gnder the project.

e amount ofpavable VAT was 1K 2. 10 crore. But the

But customs sources said that the company has 8o L

if

|

i

-
-
Ears
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