0

’\\

l

A\
7

\ly

I 6 DHAKA THURSDAY MARCH 29, 2001

CUL

T

URE

@he Baily Star

Tribal artisans in the limelight

Shilu Abed Crafts Award-2001 goes to tribal artisans

TAWFIQUE ALI

OUNTRY'S tribal artisans
got their due recognition
when aboriginal artisans

won the 4th Shilu Abed Crafts Award
this year for their rich distinctive
work. Bangladesh Jatiyo Karushilpa
Parishad (Bangladesh National
Crafts Council) awarded two aborig-
inal women weavers Monjulika
Chakma and Phulmoni Richhil at a
ceremony held on March 23 at
BRAC centre auditorium.

Monjulika won the first award
worth thirty thousand taka along
with a crest while Phulmoni won the
second worth twenty thousand taka
and a certificate.

Monjulika won the award for her
intricately woven wrapper titled

Phulmoni Richhil, after having been awarded, expresses how she feels.

Use of azure, red, yellow in
Phulmoni's 'Ganna' symbolically
implies philosophy of tribal life.

"If we want to retain our glorious
tradition of arts and crafts we ought
to ensure financial security of the
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seen(middle).

crafts was arranged on the occa-

Principal Tofael Ahmed, chairman of Bangladesh Jatio Charushilpa
Parishad, gives away award to Monjulika Chakma. Dr. Inamul Hugq is also

folk culture from time immemorial.

Paintings on the

Berlin-Wall

A photography exhibition by Pierre
Claquin on the paintings of the
Berlin-Wall started at the Goethe-
Institut Inter Nationes e. V. Dhaka
(German Cultural Centre) on March
27 at the exhibition wall. The
exhibition will remain open to the
audience till April 12.

Masuda Kazi

A solo exhibition of recent artworks
by artist Masuda Kazi is now being
held at Gallery 21.

The exhibition will remain open

Lokoj '.'Na!(shar Ab.hildhan". The award-giving ceremony was  artisan," Dr. Enam added. sion. Various household articles, everyday from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00
Phl.JImonlswmn.lng wor.k Is ‘Ganna’, preceded by a brief discussion by Tofael Ahmed, chairman of mainly womanwear made and used Shilu Abed had the dream to p.m. till April 3.
a piece of clothing, which bears an members of ShiluAbed Crafts Trust, Bangladesh Jubo Karushilpa by aboriginal people, were put on retain tradition and expand crafts Photo Show

enormous testimony to the skill and
a sense of aesthetic beauty of this
92-year-old Garo woman. Her work
is an embodiment of rich Garo
tradition in weaving. Phulmoni

received her tutelage from her
brother's wife. A devoted learner,
Phulmoni learned the language and

A loom artist engaged in weaving at the exhibition.

mystery of thread work.

Monjulika is a faithful bearer of
folk weaving art. Her devotion to
hilly folk culture flowered in her
intricate work. In her mature years
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Phulmoni Richhil (leaning on the table) receives Shilu Abed Crafts Award

from Principal Tofael Ahmed.

she has blended her modern out-
look in expanding tribal weaving
industry. She has devoted her time
in learning the art of weaving under
the guidance of her mother
Panchalata Chakma. Monjulika
believes in a combination of tradi-
tion and modernism. At the same
time she believes in cultural interac-
tion.

‘Lokoj Nakshar Abhidhan' is one
of her splendid art work. In it one
perceives a juxtaposition of 108
designs of different meaningful
names. There is a wonderful combi-
nation of vigorous red and sea-deep
blue against the backdrop ofimmac-
ulate whiteness.

Amark of artist's creative motiva-
tion is evident in combination of
dream and beauty in this work. She
holds glory and heritage of aborigi-
nal weaving craft in her work and
brings about a linkage with modern
stlye to suit contemporary taste.

founded in 1998. Dr. Enamul Hugq,
eminent expert in folk culture, said,
"we have to uphold aesthetic value
and beauty of crafts. Shilu Abed
worked in that end in view to market
crafts and promote women arti-
sans."

|
Monjulika Chakma talks
expressing her feeling after having
received Shilu Abed Award.

Parishad, opined "Tribal weaving
industry is an industry solely run by
women. We have given recognition
to their achievements today through
this event."

When asked to express their
feelings about the Award, Monjulika
said, "l have been highly honoured
today. This is also an honour to all
the tribal people and also to Shilu
Abed."

Both Monjulika and Phulmoni
were emotionally charged while
expressing their feelings. Phulmoni
made a fervent call to all of us say-
ing, "I want you all to co-exist in
peace and work together. My heart-
felt request is you don't quarrel with
each other. | ask you all to work
together."

The jury board of the Award
Committee comprised Dr. Hamida
Hossain, Ananya editor Tasmima
Hossain, principal Tofael Ahmed, Dr.
Enamul Hug and two members of
the ShiluAbed Trust.

An exposition of traditional tribal

display. Womenwear included
pinnon, scarf, lungi, shawl. Two
women loom artisans attended the
exhibition with their looms to show
their weaving craft.

Shilu Abed worked tirelessly to
provide a commercial platform to
the country's artisans. Cottage
industry has been an essential
ingredient of the country's traditional
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market beyond the border of the
country. Today's Aarang is an out-
come of her dream and it has pro-
vided country's traditional crafts
industry a platform to flower and

grow.

Some of {|

he visitors admire tribal crafts on display.

Dr.

Photography show Glimpses of
New York by MA Taher is now being
held at BPS gallery at 63/2
Laboratory Road and will continue
until March 30 from 12:30 to 8 pm.

Dance Evening
Adance evening by
Nrityanchal will be held at
Alliance Francaise de Dhaka
on March 30 at 7:00p.m.
Bilayet Hosain Khan (Bharat
Nattham), Moutosy
Khondhakar, Tania (Kathak)
will perform at the show.

Art exhibition

Inaugural ceremony of a solo
show by Nasim Ahmed Nadvi
takes place today at 6:00 p.m.
at Arial
Shahabuddin, photographer
Noazesh Ahmed and
Naibuddin Ahmed are due to
attend the inauguration. The
exhibition will run from 2-8 p.m.
till April 9.

Centre. Artist
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