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United Nations Development
Programme, Bangladesh

undp
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unicef &2’
United Nations Children Fund
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On bchalf of the United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF), 1 wish to congratulate the Government and
Peoplc of Bangladesh for their consistent etiorts
towards disaster preparedness through the annual
celcbration of the National Disaster Preparedness Day
with the befitting theme of "Public Awareness In
Overcoming Disaster .

I congratulate the people and the Government of the
People's Republic of Bangladesh on the occasion of the
2001 National Disaster Preparedness Day (NDPD) being
observed today.
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The theme chosen for the day-Public Awareness 1n
Overcoming Disaster-is intended to assist in creating
"disaster resistant” communities across the country by
sharing knowledge about local hazards and establishing a
culture of disaster prevention and mutigation by the
communities. When disaster strikes, the best protection 15
knowing what to do, Wider dissemination of more
accurate and complete hazard-related information will
result in a better understanding of risks, hazards, disaster
prevention and mitigation in the communities. Many local

Frequent natural disasters have caused extensive loss of
precious human life and undermined sustainable
development in Bangladesh. In spite of the toll, both
material and human, that patural disasters have taken in
the past, the Government, along with NGOs. vl
society and development partners, is to be commended

A 3p8q AE BURZ 9iFAT, Saby AWE e sl AT G, | COMMunities in Bangladesh have developed their own for 1ts unw et rc:mlw to face the i"‘lrwfjm_mf ?t
SR @ A5SST A9 YA 000 HHA MR AR by, . ~ | coping mechanisms which need to be identified and life and strengthening the country's preparecness i«
o oMy waenfre T wTERE Y WA, q qea e efSomy A zrare, “AdeeTe! PP, 2T, qAf&8 | shared with others. Findings of many research reports manage the disaster. The Governments efforts in

show that disaster information is widely disseminated combating the worst effects of floods and cyclones that
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Gren ¢ Wadifes ofirg @@= wEA TAALTT  WSITE] - % om'% Aoq  AfE (@R during actual disaster situations, but very little hit the country in 1998 are particularly noteworthy,
6 @A FACS (oA | orafes W miﬁl'"@q‘rﬁa;nm a%fmﬂ WHCT:F{; ,[m goft qegiem faam information about the disaster preparedness

oA WD measures/practices is disseminated during, normal time. There can be no two opinions that public awareness
* 1 G AR activities are part and parcel of national efforts for F

q qurae faafba afesnw ‘Aosseae qoufd Taare

y Traditional approaches of dealing with disasters in
ATE ANTA Ariera 493 TATUN e defews 43z Al #aqSl AafHE @ RS I | agey | T ASAFEE TR | 92 |isolation have proven not 1o e very effective. strengthening the disaster management in Bangladesh.
qrafn Baard afel owra ZewmEE e AGHETH ATATE (AL AT | e fesa SIS mﬁ ey %@ W@ | Communities must be helped to perform their roles We. therefore. need to continue to focus on creating the I
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cilvil society leaders throughout the country need to use
all means at their disposal to enhance community-level
capacity to undertake actions for saving lives in disaster
situations. Effective planning for emergency is a crucial
part of emergency preparedness for which access 1o
timely information is the key. UNICEF, along with all
the development partners, will continue to work with
the Government of Bangladesh to ensure that those who
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about hazards, preparedness and mitigation measures.
Therefore, public awareness should Eu a continuous
process and must not stop, when the most disaster-prone
Season 1s over.

UNDP/Bangladesh 1s pleased to be associated with the
national efforts for better management of natural disasters
in Bangladesh. UNDP funded project "BGD/92/002 -
Support to Disaster Management” has contributed to the
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Y% FAC WFRAM TG ogfe | Programmes, building capacities of local disaster est knowledge and skills. 1This 1s *”"l g =,
management committees, and assisiing local component of our programme support to the country

and UNICEF is proud, once again, to collaborate with
the Government on this important intiative.
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