
11DHAKA WEDNESDAY MARCH 28, 2001NEWS

PHOTO: PID

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina inaugurated a new building of the Central Police Hospital at Rajarbagh yesterday.

Petrobangla
FROM PAGE 12

could be harmful for the gas field's 
geological structure. They cited the 
example of the Bakhrabad gas field 
that had a reserve of 1.5 trillion cubic 
feet of gas but it rapidly depleted 
due to overexploitation.

As Shell was insisting on supply-
ing more gas, Petrobangla and 
Shell jointly invited an independent 
gas reservoir expert from Canada 
last year. The expert examined 
Sangu field and recommended late 
last year that the field could safely 
produce up to 250mmcfd gas from 
four wells. Sources said it was once 
tested that Sangu can supply up to 
295mmcfd.

Shell remains worried about 
payment by Petrobangla. Recently 
Shell executives met the finance 
minister expressing their concerns. 
While assuring that the payments 
would be cleared soon, the minister 
observed that the backlog of bills 
were created due to financial mis-
management of Petrobangla's 
affiliates like Titas.

AL workers
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another  pub l ic  func t ion  a t  
Suhrawardy Udyan on the following 
day.

Exchange of ultimatum between 
the BNP-led opposition alliance and 
the ruling party has however put no 
brakes on the pre-electioneering 
district tour programme by senior 
party leaders. 

Split into 23 groups, more than a 
hundred senior party leaders 
including cabinet minister toured 
most of the AL's 70 organisational 
districts over the last two weeks to 
project 'success' of the government 
achieved over the last four years 
and nine months. 

Earlier last month, publicity 
secretaries of the party units in 
districts were summoned to Dhaka 
to have a counseling session with 
SAMS Kibria, Coordinator of the AL 
Election Steering Committee and 
Finance Minister.

Kibria briefed them about the 
campaign strategy for the ensuing 
general election. But, fast changing 
political scenario in the capital over 
the issue of early polls is giving the 
party workers across the country 
mixed signal, said sources.
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As BJP-Trinamool alliance limp, 
senior Congress leader Kamal 
Nath, deputed by Sonia, held talks 
with Mamata in Kolkata Sunday 
night for seat sharing in the West 
Bengal assembly polls. Congress 
has always been keen on seat 
sharing with Trinamool Congress 
and made repeated attempts to woo 
Mamata out of the BJP-led alliance. 
The Congress has demanded that 
Trinamool part ways with the BJP.

Kamal Nath himself told news-
men here Monday that he held talks 
with Mamata on Sunday after 
receiving an assurance from her 
that Trinamool would have no truck 
with BJP. Nath indicated that the 
talks between Congress and 
Trinamool on seat sharing would 
take some more time before a clear 
p ic ture emerged.  Congress 
sources did not rule out the possibil-

ity of a meeting between Mamata 
and Sonia Gandhi in the coming 
days. 

But seat sharing between 
Congress and Trinamool is easier 
said than done, sources in both 
parties admit. Mamata has already 
announced the candidates of her 
party for 228 of the 294 seats in the 
West Bengal assembly and would 
have to pull out a number of them to 
accommodate Congress nomi-
nees, an exercise that could trigger 
strong resentment within the 
Trinamool fold.

Congress sources say the party 
would like to runs for 42 seats it has 
at present in the state assembly and 
get some of the 39 seats Trinamool 
has offered to the BJP under an 
agreement already worked out.  
Congress had 79 seats in state 
assembly after the previous elec-
tions in 1996, but a series of exodus 

to Trinamool over the past few years 
saw the party's strength dwindle to 
41.

Trinamool leadership feels that 
Congress cannot hope to decide 
seat sharing on the basis of its past 
electoral performance as ground 
realities in West Bengal have 
undergone major changes. The 
Congress had won 79 seats when 
Mamata was in that party. Mamata 
quit Congress in 1998 and formed 
Trinamool Congress.

Congress high command does 
acknowledge the changed political 
scene in West Bengal and Mamata 
as the undisputed leader of an 
alternative government formation in 
the state. Both Nath and Pranab 
Mukherjee, president of the West 
Bengal unit of Congress, have said 
Mamata will be the Chief Minister if 
the coalition led by Trinamool 
Congress is voted to power in the 

coming elections. What Congress is 
concerned with in the bargaining for 
seat-sharing is not the number of 
seats but the "winnability" of seats 
allotted to it, party sources here say. 

The efforts for Trinamool's 
alliance with Congress have set off 
murmurs of resentment in a section 
of Mamata's party which till the 
other day described Congress as 
the "B-team" of West Bengal's 
ruling CPI (M). 

"How will we protect our credibil-
ity to voters if we tie up with 
Congress," said one senior 
Trinamool leader.

In the event of a break-up of 
alliance between Trinamool and 
BJP of failure of tie-up efforts 
between Trinamool and Congress, 
it will be music for the ruling Left 
Front either way.

BJP-Trinamool honeymoon seems over
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About Khaleda's desire to unseat 
the government at any cost, the 
prime minister said, "We are ready 
to see how they oust us from power."

Sheikh Hasina said it was BNP 
government that was ousted from 
power for vote rigging in the 
February 15 polls. She said there 
has been no charges of vote rigging 
against the present government.

The prime minister said hartal 
would cause sufferings to the com-
mon people, particularly the police 
personnel on duty. In this connec-
tion, she mentioned the killing of a 
policeman inside a mosque during 
hartal. Sheikh Hasina called upon 
the opposition leader to show 
respect to people's verdict and take 
part in elections. "Let us repose our 
confidence in the people and accept 
their verdict in the polls."

The prime minister reminded all 
that everyone should show respect 
to democracy and that nobody 
would be allowed to conspire 

against it.
Sheikh Hasina called upon the 

police to ensure safety and security 
of the people so that they could 
move freely. She also urged them to 
restore discipline in society.

The prime minister also recalled 
the supreme sacrifices of the police 
on the fateful night of March 25 in 
1971 at the Rajarbagh Police Lines.

Criticising the opposition leader, 
Mohammad Nasim said that the 
killer of police constable was 
brought to the same platform to 
address a public rally. He said that 
Awami League never made police 
their target while in the opposition.

Earlier, the prime minister inau-
gurated the proposed 10-storey 
modern hospital complex of the 
police. Four storeys of the north 
block of the complex were con-
structed at a cost of Taka 30 crore, 
while the rest six would be built at a 
cost of Taka 54 crore under a 
revised budget.

PM: Transfer of power 

FROM PAGE 1

minister followed him. They stood in 
solemn silence for some time as a 
mark of respect for the independ-
ence martyrs.

A smart contingent of three 
forces presented the armed salute 
and played the bugle at the memo-
rial while the two leaders were 
placing wreaths.

From Savar the prime minister 
went to Bangabandhu Museum at 
32 Dhanmondi, and placed wreath 
at the portrait of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Sheikh Hasina also visited a 
military hardware display at the 
national parade ground.

Opposition leader and BNP 
Chairperson Khaleda Zia and other 
party leaders placed wreaths at the 
national memorial.

People from all walks of life 
streamed into the memorial pre-
mises throughout the day to show 
their respect for the martyrs.

Hasina formally inaugurated the 
Independence and National Day-
2001 programme by hoisting 
national flag at 8.20 am and releas-
ing a white pigeon and multi-
coloured balloons amidst cheers 
from the gallery at Bangabandhu 
National Stadium.

She inspected the march past, 
took salute and witnessed the 
physical exercise as dozens of 
school children, juvenile organisa-
tions, boys scouts and girls guide 
participated in the march past and 
physical display portraying the spirit 
and events of 1971 Liberation War 
as well as Bengali culture.

President Shahabuddin Ahmed 

hosted a reception at Bangabhaban 
to mark the occasion.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 
Chief Justice Mahmudul Amin 
Chowdhury, former Chief Justice 
Latifur Rahman, ministers, judges of 
the Supreme Court and High Court, 
MPs, freedom fighters, diplomats, 
politicians, academics, lawyers, 
journalists, and civil and military 
officials attended the function.

Government as well as different 
political parties and socio-cultural 
organisations chalked out elaborate 
programmes celebrating the inde-
pendence anniversary.

Special prayers were offered at 
all mosques, temples, churches and 
pagodas seeking divine blessings 
for the country and salvation of the 
martyrs.

Special meals were served 

among the inmates of hospitals, 
jails, orphanages and vagrant 
centres.

Main thoroughfares of the capital 
were decorated with miniature 
national flags and colorful bunting 
while important government build-
ings were illuminated in the evening.

State-run Bangladesh Betar and 
Bangladesh Television, privately 
owned Ekushey Television and local 
satellite channels broadcast special 
programmes on the day.

Bangladesh missions abroad 
also celebrated the day by chalking 
out different programmes highlight-
ing the significance of the day when 
the Bengalees earned freedom from 
Pakistani subjugation in a long-
drawn struggle starting off with the 
great Language Movement.

Independence and National Day celebrated
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Commission to ensure our party's 
election symbol, plough."

Ershad would go to the parlia-
ment only when he is granted bail, 
she said, adding that her husband 
would not go to the JS on parole. She 
claimed that JP struck no deal with 
the government but was only going 
to the parliament to save the party 
symbol.

Raushan reiterated that the four-
party alliance was intact and it would 
continue to be so. She added that JP 
would not participate in the parlia-
mentary proceedings.

Prior to the meeting with Ershad, 
the JP lawmakers met Speaker 
Humayun Rashid Chowdhury in the 
morning. The Speaker asked them 
to join the parliament session to 
prove their majority. He informed 
them that the parliament was not the 
authority to give them any party 
symbol.

The Speaker further said that he 
was not officially informed that 
Ershad was JP's parliamentary party 
leader. To claim majority, the pro-
Ershad MPs must come to the parlia-
ment, raise the question on the floor 
and prove their majority, he said.

Following the JP split into Ershad-
Manzur and Mizan-Monju factions, 
both groups have claimed rights over 
the plough symbol. The Election 
Commission, however, maintained 
that unless it was proved which 

faction had the majority, nobody 
would be given the plough symbol in 
the by-elections to seventh Jatiya 
Sangsad.

Meanwhile, Naziur Rahman 
Manzur, recently relieved of his 
position as the JP secretary general, 
continued opposition to the idea of 
JP going back to the parliament. He 
said JP had destroyed the four-party 
alliance and shook hands with the 
government.

He claimed that Ershad had sent 
him a letter from jail on January 7, in 
which he mentioned about a five-
point proposal set forth by the gov-
ernment. According to Manzur, the 
five points are, (a) Ershad should 
pay the fine to get out of jail; (b) the 
government would not revive any 
further case; (c)  Ershad would 
attend parliament and speak about 
h is  membersh ip  which was 
cancelled; (d) Ershad's membership 
would then be given back by the 
Appellate Division and (e) Ershad 
would have to go for the election 
outside the alliance.

Manzur told The Daily Star that as 
he did not agree to the proposals 
excepting the first one, Ershad stuck 
a deal with the government through 
Raushan and GM Kader.

Manzur is now leading a group 
that is expected to claim itself as the 
JP majority, sources said.

JP lawmakers meet Ershad

BSS, Dhaka

Speakers at a dialogue yesterday 
said that Bangladesh should play its 
due role in the third UN conference 
on least developed countries 
(LDCs) to get adequate policy 
decision, programme of action and 
assurance of global community 
towards making the globalization a 
success.

As a spokesman of the LDCs, 
they said Bangladesh should also 
help mobilize the world opinion 
during the conference to be held in 
Brussels in May next towards 
enabling the poor countries to reach 
a stage of sustainable development 
in a reasonable period with 
increased FDI flow into the least 
developed countries.

The dialogue on "WTO and 
Multilateral Investment Agreement" 
was jointly organized by Dhaka 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (DCCI) and Centre for 
Policy Dialogue (CPD) at the DCCI 
auditorium. Commerce Secretary 
Suhel Ahmed was the chief guest on 
the occasion while DCCI president 
Benazir Ahmed was in the chair.

William A Dymond of Centre for 
Trade Policy and Law of Canada 

placed the key note paper at the 
dialogue which was participated by 
representatives of different trade 
and business organizations. The 
CPD execut ive d i rector  Dr  
Devapriya Bhattachariya and the 
D C C I  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t s  
Mahbubuzzaman and Afsar Karim 
Chowdhury also spoke.

Suhel Ahmed said Bangladesh 
as an LDC and a founder of WTO 
expected enough FDI to diversify its 
export-base and with that end in 
view the country had faithfully 
followed the liberalization agenda in 
its policy formulation. "But as things 
stand by, the international opportu-
n i t ies  for  many LDCs l ike  
Bangladesh have not opened up to 
the required level as yet," he said.

The Commerce Secretary 
termed as very much necessary the 
effective participation of all stake-
holders to utilize the opportunities 
arisen out of globalization and said 
Bangladesh government was ready 
to further promote investment 
including the FDI flow in the country.

William A Dymond, in his key-
note paper, said that the modern 
global investment agreements were 
seeking to provide comprehensive 

treaty-based protection for FDI by 
the receiving states. "These treaties 
unite the desire of FDI exporting 
countries to assure protection for 
their investors with the aspiration of 
FDI importing countries to increase 
their attractiveness as a destination 
for foreign investment," he said.

The Canadian expert also said 
that the enforcement of these trea-
ties depended upon the systems of 
dispute settlement, permitting a 
state and in many agreements a 
foreign investor to obtain remedies 
for breaches of the treaty. "Within 
the WTO, there are certain limited 
provisions governing investment 
but no overarching agreement," he 
pointed out.

DCCI president Benazir Ahmed 
said Bangladesh was now urgently 
needing FDI to the sectors like 
human resources development, 
physical infrastructure, urban 
housing, information technology 
and agriculture. "Four these sec-
tors, we need an average invest-
ment of US dollar 12 to 13 billion a 
year to reach our cherished goal of 
sustainable development within the 
next 20 years," he said.

Bangladesh should play due
role in 3rd UN confce on LDCs
Speakers suggestion at a city dialogue

300 arrested
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A high official of KMP said PBCP 
and BCP are not at all followers of 
Marx, Lenin or Mao Tsetung, but 
terrorists exploited by Awami 
League and BNP for killing their 
opponents.

The official said Rashid, a ring-
leader of PBCP's Khulna-Bagerhat 
base, is allegedly being harboured 
by a top leader of BNP, while Tapan, 
a ringleader of the same party's 
Jessore-Satkhira belt, is sheltered 
by the ruling party.

Bangabandhu 
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his client in different places like the 
night parade spot, radio station and 
the Bangabandhu but none of the 
witnesses' testimonies on the 
presence of his client were corrobo-
rated by others as "required by the 
law."

Advocate Mohammad Mizanur 
Rahman, lawyer for Captain Majed, 
defended his fugitive client saying 
he could not be convicted only for 
his presence at the night parade on 
August 14, 1975 since he was not 
seen by any witnesses at any of the 
alleged places of conspiracy like the 
BARD of Comilla or Khandoker 
Mushtaque's village home.

Responding to a question from 
the court, Advocates Mizan said 
Majed's presence at the night 
parade despite being a retired 
officer was contrary to the Army Act 
and therefore he could be tried in a 
military court for violation of army 
rules.

Both the judges of the previous 
bench unanimously sentenced 
Majed to death but were divided on 
the question of charges in their split 
judgement causing the matter to be 
referred to the third judge along with 
the matters of five others, acquitted 
by Justice Amin and sentenced by 
Justice Haque.

The prosecution side, led by 
senior advocate Serajul Haq, ended 
their submission on the 16th day of 
the hearing in the court of Justice 
Fazlul Karim on Thursday.  

Bangladesh battery
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Manufacturers Association 
(BABMA) Niaz Rahim told The Daily 
Star yesterday that although the 
Indian government has spared 
Bangladesh from the investigation 
and imposition of anti-dumping duty 
on battery export, it is going ahead 
with the petition as far as Japan, 
South Korea and China are con-
cerned.

Bangladeshi manufacturers 
should not be included in the notifi-
cation along with these three non-
SAPTA countries as "we are export-
ing lead acid batteries to India under 
the preferential tariff allowed by 
India under SAPTA," he said.

Meanwhi le ,  Pres ident  o f  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  C h a m b e r  o f  
Commerce and Industry (MCCI) 
Latifur Rahman in a letter to the 
commerce and industries ministries 
has congratulated both the minis-
ters for their personal initiatives in 
resolving the problem.

 "It signifies what can be 
achieved when the government and 
the private sector work in unison to 
achieve trade-related objectives in 
the larger interest of the nation," 
said Rahman in the letter.

DU CORRESPONDENT 

Water Resources Minister Abdur 
Razzak yesterday called upon all to 
remain alert against conspiracies of 
the anti-liberation forces in the 
country who are trying to destroy the 
spirit of Liberation War.

He said, "They (anti-liberation 
forces) want to turn Bangladesh into 
a country like Afghanistan ruled by 
the religious fanatics like Taliban." 

He was speaking at the remem-
brance meeting on Shaheed 
Madhusudan Dey, mostly known as 
Madhu Da at Madhu's canteen on 
the Dhaka University campus 
yesterday noon as chief guest. The 
3 0 t h  D e a t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  
Obse rva t i on  Commi t t ee  o f  
Madhuda arranged the meeting.

In his speech as chief guest, 
Razzak said, "The four party alli-
ance is conspiring against our 
independence along with the reli-
gious fanatics and anti-liberation 
elements."

Presiding over the meeting, Vice 
Chancellor of the university Prof A K 
Azad Chowdhury urged the student 
community to be united to build a 
non-communal and democratic 
Bangladesh.

He further said Madhuda is a 
source of inspiration in all the activi-
ties in the university.

Pres ident  o f  Bangladesh 
Workers Party Rashed khan Menon 
urged for an alternative political 
platform besides Awami League 
and BNP. 

Criticising the open market 
economy policy and globalisation, 
he said, "These are also against the 
spirit of our Liberation War."

Among others, former leader of 
Dhaka University Central Students 
Union (DUCSU) Mahfuza Begum, 
son of Shaheed Madhuda Arun 
Kumar Dey and leaders of different 
students organisat ions also 
addressed the meeting.

Following the meeting the VC 
unveiled a new bronze bust of 

Water Resources Minister says at inauguration 
ceremony of new bust of Madhu Da at DU

Remain alert against 
anti-liberation forces

15 hurt as 'copy'
suppliers clash
at sirajganj
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Sirajganj 

At least 15 people were injured in an 
SSC examination centre in the town 
yesterday during a clash between 
two groups of copy suppliers. 

Police and witnesses said two 
groups of copy suppliers armed with 
lethal weapons locked in a clash at 
Multilateral High School at about 
12:45pm yesterday. 

Chase and counter-chase 
ensued as rivals attacked each 
other. Police rushed to the spot and 
brought the situation under control. 

Meanwhile, Sholonga policef 
arrested two copy suppliers from 
Sholonga Degree College SSC 
examination centre. The arrested 
persons -- Abdul Hakim of Jalsuka 
village and Abdur Razzaque of 
Surabari village under Sholonga 
thana  are both students of the 
college.

Around 1500 out of a total of 
31,945 examinees have so far been 

Clinton to visit 
quake-hit Gujarat 
next week 
AP, Ahmadabad 
Former US president Bill Clinton 

will spend two days in earthquake-
devastated Gujarat next week to 
assess damage and offer assis-
tance to victims on behalf of the 
American India Foundation, a State 
official said today.

Clinton will be accompanied on 
his April 4-5 visit to the state by abut 
20 American businessmen of Indian 
origin who have been raising funds 
to rebuild the areas of Gujarat 
affected  by the January 26 quake, 
said Dilip Raval, the chief protocol 
officer.

The western state was rocked by 
a 7.7 magnitude earthquake that 
killed more than 20,000 people, 
although unofficial estimates put the 
death toll at about 30,000. An esti-
mate 1 million are homeless.

"The details of the visit are yet to 
be worked out," Raval said.

After touring affected areas of 
Ahmadabad and meeting with 
officials in the state's commercial 
center, Clinton  will spend  the night 
of April 4 there, then travel the next 
day to Bhuj, a city  almost flattened 
in the worst affected Kutch district, 
said Raval.

"He may also like to visit some 
neighbouring areas like Bhachau 
and returning to Ahmadabad en 
route to Mumbai.

Clinton's offices in Washington 
DC and New York have refused to 
give details about the one-week 
visit.

UNB, Dhaka

The border forces of Bangladesh 
and India will sit in a top-level con-
ference in New Delhi today.

An official announcement here 
yesterday said a 14-member dele-
gation led by BDR Director General 
Major General ALM Fazlur Rahman 
left for the Indian capital yesterday 
to attend the 5-day Border 
Coordination Conference.

On the agenda are implementa-
tion of the 1974 Delhi Agreement, 
border demarcation, exchange of 
enclaves and illegally occupied 
lands, Angorpota-Dahgram and 
Tinbigha corridors and Muhurirchar 
issues, women and child trafficking.

Killing Bangladesh people by 
BSF and Indian civilians and their 
illegal intrusion into Bangladesh 
territory, kidnapping  by them, 
smuggling of arms, phensedyl and 
other drugs are among the tricky 
border issues to be discussed.

Moreover,  reluctance of the BSF 
commanders in responding to the 

call for flag meetings in different 
times, and construction and renova-
tion of roads along the border will 
come up for discussion.

The delegation members are 
Joint  Secretary of the Home 
Ministry Amirul Islam, Sector 
Commanders of Khagrachhari Col 
Mohsin Ahmed Chowdhury, of 
Rangpur Col Ferdous Ahmed, of 
Sylhet Col Asiful Haq, of Dhaka Col 
Abu Nayeem Shahidullah, of 
Mymensingh Col Enayet Karim, of 
Comilla Col Golam Hossain, of 
Rajshahi Col Enamur Rahman 
Chowdhury, staff officers of BDR 
headquarters Col Rafiqur Rahman, 
Lt Col Sarder Hasan Kabir, Major 
Golam Mahbub Alam Chowdhury, 
Director (South Asia-1) of the 
Foreign Ministry Kazi Imtiaz 
Hossain and ADC of BDR Director 
General Captain Nisadul Islam 
Khan.

The delegation will return to 
Dhaka on April 2.

BDR-BSF confce
in Delhi today 

UNB, Dhaka

Some 1381 SSC examinees and six 
invigilators were expelled from 
different centres across the country 
during yesterday's Mathematics 
examination.

According to information avail-
able from 10 districts under Dhaka 
Board, some 856 examinees were 
expelled for adopting unfairmeans.

In Chittagong Board, 288 SSC 
examinees and five teachers and in 
Barisal Board some 237 examinees 
and one teacher were expelled.

Information of other boards was 
not available till filing this report.

Another report from Kushtia 
adds: At least 20 people, including 
some examinees, were injured in a 
clash between police and people at 
a centre of SSC examination in 
Daulatpur upazila here yesterday.

Witnesses said the clash erupted 

at the local Girls High School where 
examinees of room number 3 were 
enjoying extra 20 minutes time 
during mathematics examination 
following directives of local Upazila 
Nirbahi Officer Anwar Hossain.

Locals alleged that some of the 
examinees of the very room were 
relatives of local ruling party lead-
ers.

The incident angered the other 
examinees and outsiders who 
attacked the centre with brickbats.

Police charged batons, fired 
shots in the air and lobbed 10 tear-
gas shells to bring the situation 
under control.

Police also rounded up scores of 
people from the spot.

Of the injured, Ishaq, 35, and 
Abdullah, 16, were admitted to local 
upazila health complex.

During the trouble some answer 
scripts were reportedly missing.

1381 more expelled
SSC exams

BSS, Dhaka

An agreement was signed yester-
day between the government of 
Bangladesh and the Pacific 
Consultant International (PCI) of 
Japan for providing consultancy 
service to construct the Rupsha 
Bridge at Khulna.

The signing ceremony, held at 
the  Sarak Bhaban here, was wit-
nessed by Communicat ions 
Minister Anwar Hossain MP.

The minister advised  all con-
cerned to properly discharge their 
responsibilities during the construc-
tion of the bridge.

The ceremony was a lso  
addressed by Communications 
Secretary Syed Rezaul Hayet as 
special guest.

Chief Engineer of the Roads and 
Highways Department Md. Fazlul 
Haque and PCI president Shota 
Morita signed the agreement on 

behalf of their respective sides.
 The 1,360-meter-long bridge, 

with a 640-meter main section and a 
720-meter-long approach viaduct, 
will be built at a cost of about Taka 
490.6 crore.

Taka 29.84 crore will be spent as 
consultancy service for supervision 
of the bridge construction. The 
bridge will be completed by three 
and  a  half years with financial 
assistance from Japan.

The long cherished dream of the 
people  of the south-western Khulna 
city will be fulfilled after completion 
of the bridge. It will connect the 
country's second largest seaport 
Mongla and ensure safe passage of 
cargo transports.

 Representative of Japan Bank 
for International Cooperation 
Hamada, Project Director of the 
bridge Mohammad Mominul Haque 
and other officials concerned were 
present on the occasion.

Accord signed for 
consultancy 

Rupsha Bridge project

FBCCI concern
FROM PAGE 1

government and subsequent  chal-
lenge by the government have been 
pushing the country towards confron-
tation.

The business apex body deplored 
the hartal call for three consecutive 
days from April 1.

It said businesspeople have to pay 
bank interest and workers' salary as 
usual although hartals halt all busi-
ness activities and disrupt production 
and export.

Previous instances showed 
farmers also incur losses as hartals 
affect transportation and marketing of 
farm produce.

Besides, frequent hartal calls are 
affecting Bangladesh's image abroad 
and discouraging both domestic and 
foreign investments, the FBCCI 
leaders said.

FBCCI president Yussuf Abdullah 
Harun, who chaired the meeting, told 
UNB that if situation demands, his 
Federation may call a general body 
meeting next month to take stock of 
the whole situation and decide their 
own course.

 

Rehana
FROM PAGE 12

since we have lost everything, includ-
ing our father, mother three brothers 
and some nearest relatives. I have no 
political ambition, but it is sure that 
my sister and I will never deviate from 
the cause for which Bangladesh was 
born under the leadership of our 
great father Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman," she said.

FROM PAGE 12
during a meeting of the Association 
of  Southeast Asian Nat ions 
(ASEAN) in Singapore. But no 
campaign was mounted for a single 
nominee.

"There was a strong feeling that 
the Asian group as a whole should 
endorse his candidature for re-
election on the assumption that 
when he completes his second term, 
that the next secretary-general 
would be an Asian," Ahmad told 
reporters.

Noting Asia has not fielded a 
secretary-general for 20 years, 
Ahmad said, "So it is legitimate for 
the Asians to expect that when 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
completes his term, it will be an 
Asian."

The last UN secretary-general 

from Asia was Burmese U Thant, 
who served from 1961 to 1971.

Although the UN Charter says 
nothing about how to choose a 
secretary-general, re-electing 
Annan, a Ghanaian, would give 
Africa three terms, rather than the 
customary two.

Annan's predecessor, Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali, an Egyptian, served 
from 1992 to 1996, but was blocked 
by a US veto in the Security Council 
from seeking a second term.

Kofi Annan's re-election
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activists are annoyed at the latest 
activities of Raushan Ershad and 
GM Kader and they do not want to 
join hands with the ruling Awami 
League," he said seeking anonymity. 

"Another JP will be formed and it 
will be with the alliance if Ershad and 
his followers finally quit and join 
hands with the ruling party. The 
process has already started and will 
take a final shape in the next couple 
of days," he added.

JP (Ershad) is going to join parlia-
ment session in the name of seeking 
division vote to protect its election 
symbol "plough".

J P leaders loyal to dissident 
party Secretary General Naziur 
Rahman Manzur have already met 
BNP chief Khaleda Zia and told her 
they would form a 'separate JP' if 

they are allowed to contest the 
coming parliament elections from 30 
seats, sources mentioned.

These leaders have regular 
contact with the BNP leadership and 
plan to float a  'new JP' by expelling 
Ershad, Raushan Ershad, GM 
Kader and  some others. 

They said BNP would cooperate 
the JP leaders who want to maintain 
unity of the opposition alliance. 

 "We are lucky that Ershad played 
the game now. The image of BNP 
might be affected if he would create 
a rift just before the election. Now we 
have enough time to manage 
things," said a BNP Standing 
Committee member." BNP is now 
closely watching the situation and 
will take steps timely."

Rift in alliance

Babul murder
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name was not mentioned. But now 
he (Mostafa) has been implicated in 
the case as part of a conspiracy  to 
harass him politically, the lawyers 
said.

Moreover, the court rejected the 
naraj petitions,  submitted earlier by 
the complainant of the case. So the 
lawyers prayed for bail.

In the second petition, the law-
yers said Mostafa has been suffer-
ing from heart disease. So the 
lawyers prayed for proper treatment 
of the accused  in the jail.

After hearing both the sides, the 
court rejected the bail petition but 
granted the petition for treatment.

Mar 30 grand rally

PM consults 
with leaders 
UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yes-
terday consulted with presidents and 
secretaries of Awami League of 
Dhaka district, adjacent districts and 
city committees about the means of 
making the March 30 grand rally at 
Parade Ground a success.

Held at Ganabhaban, the meet-
ing was also attended by the Awami 
League MPs from Dhaka city and the 
leaders of the party's front organisa-
tions.

The ruling party said the rally 
would be organised to mark the 
victory of the people in establishing 
their right to vote and food and 
observe the fall of Khaleda Zia's 
government on March 30, 1996 after 
holding a voter-less election on 
February 15, 1996.e government by 
March 30 for holding general elec-
tions.

UNB, Dhaka

Opposition leader Khaleda Zia yesterday 
had a meeting with key BNP leaders who 
dominate city politics.

They also discussed organisational 
strength to carry out next tougher course 
of action against the government.

Issues of 3-day hartal from April 1, 
organisational strength and  strategy to 
activate party leaders and workers came 
up for discussion at the meeting at  
Khaleda's Banani secretariat at 8 pm, 
meeting sources said.

The BNP-led four-party alliance  has 
given the government until March 30 to 
resign to make way for general elections, 
failing which the April 1-3 non-stop  
countrywide hartal will be enforced.

BNP Secretary General Abdul 
Mannan Bhuiyan, BNP Joint Secretary 
General Mirza Abbas, city BNP president 
Sadeq Hossain Khoka, General 
Secretary Abdus Salam, Salahuddin  

Ahmed, Amanullah Aman,  Ekhlasuddin 
Mollah, S A Khaleq and Major (retd) 
Kamrul Islam were present.

Later, as part of her consultative 
meeting with party grassroots-level 
leaders, the BNP chairperson talked with 
leaders from five pourashavas and 
constituencies.

So far, Khaleda has talked to 60 per 
cent grassroots leaders from 496 thanas, 
beginning from last September.

A K M Mosharraf Hossain MP of 
Muktagachha in Mymensingh district, 
Abdus Salam, Pintu of Gopalpur-
Bhuapur and Mahmudul Hasan of 
Kalihati of Tangail district, Osman Faruqe 
of Tarail-Karimganj of Kishoreganj and 
Redwan  Ahmed of Chandina in Comilla 
were present among the leaderships 
from constituencies.

Khaleda meets key 
party leaders
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