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Wahid, Bachchu murders

None arrested yet

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police failed to arrest any of the
killers of Jubo Dal leader Wahidur
Rahman or Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) leader Rashed Sikdar
Bachchu till last night. Both men
were gunned down in separate
incidents in the city on Monday.

Unidentified gunmen shot dead
Wahid, 40, president of ward no. 50
unit of Jubo Dal near his residence
atabout 9:30pm on Monday.

Police, however, picked up a
young man named Jewel who had
phoned Wahid's house on the previ-
ous night to caution him not to leave
the house without meeting him first
as he had an urgent matter to dis-
cuss. Jewel told police that Wahid
was not home so he asked Wahid's
wife to relay the message to him.

He also said that a person named
Khokon might know about the killing.
Police looked for Khokon in several
places yesterday butin vain.

Sources said three men in lungi -
Mamun, Delwar and Mohsin - went
to Wahid's house 25 minutes before
the killing. Wahid asked Mamun and
Delwar, his close door neighbours,
to change and come back in five
minutes to go out together.

As the two didn't come back in
time, Wahid decided to come out of
his house and wait for the two, but
they didn't show up even after half
an hour. Suddenly, unidentified
gunmen rushed in riding on motor-
bikes and shot him point blank in the
head and chest, leaving him dead on
the spot.

Sources in the Special Branch of
Police said the two youths went into

hiding since the killing. The two were
very close to Wahid and frequently
visited the Mohakhali bus terminal
where the slain Jubo Dal leader
controlled the transport-related toll
collection during the BNP's rule.

Later, Siddiqur Rahman Hiru
joined Wahid as per instruction from
a top-ranking BNP leader. Hiru took
control over the terminal following
Wabhid's arrest after Awami League
came back to power in 1996. Wahid
later suspected that Hiru had a role
behind his arrest.

The toll collection is now under
control by his rivals backed by the
ruling party.

Police suspect that his rivals
might have used the two close
associates of the slain Jubo Dal
leader for information about his
activities and a convenient killing
spot.

SB sources said they suspected
that Wahid was trying to regain
control of the Mohakhali bus termi-
nal after formation of caretaker
government.

Meanwhile, Lalbagh police also
failed to arrest the killers of BCL
leader Rashed Sikdar Bacchu till
last night.

Rashed, organising secretary of
Lalbagh thana unit of BCL was
gunned down in front of hundreds of
students near the BUET central
library atabout 1pm on Monday.

Police however suspect that Kala
Khokon, a notorious criminal of the
city might be linked with the killing.

Lalbagh police raided a number
of places in the city, but could not
arrestanybody.

11-party demands
Keep polls out of
black money,
loan defaulters

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The eleven party alliance on
Monday organised a march
towards the Election Commission
office demanding holding of the
next election in a free and fair
manner and reform of electoral
laws.

They marchers were inter-
cepted by police in front of the
Chandrima Uddyan. They then

held a brief rally there, which was
addressed by CPB leader
Morshed Ali. Pankaj

Bhattacharia red out a declaration.

They demanded that the coming
general election be kept out of
influence of black money and that
loan defaulters be barred from
participation.

In the declaration the alliance
put forward a 25- point proposal for
ensuring free and fair election and
establishing an "independent
election system" in the country.

The proposals include manda-
tory submission of statement of
assets of a candidate and his family
before the last date for withdrawal
of nomination paper, fixing election
expenditure of a candidate at Tk
two lakh and a candidate's three-
year post-polls compulsory mem-
bership of the nominating party.

Mystery shrouds
death of
rickshaw driver

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Mystery shrouds the death of a
young man whose body was recov-
ered from a lake at East Badda in
the city yesterday morning.

Milon, 20, a rickshaw driver and
son of Abdur Rahman, was missing
since Saturday night. His body was
found floating on the lake yesterday.

Police recovered the body of the
victim at about 12:30 p.m. yesterday
and sent it for autopsy. Police said
that there were marks of burn inju-
ries in his body.

UPDF refutes
claim of a
freed hostage

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Prasit Khisa, a leader of the United
Democratic Peoples Front (UPDF),
has dismissed the claim of freed
hostage Torben Mikkelsen that their
kidnappers had introduced them-
selves to them as members of the
UPDF.

"The statement was extracted
from him", Khisa told The Daily Star
over telephone on Monday after
Mikkelsen's statement at a press
conference earlier on the day.

Khisa whose group had always
denied its involvement in the kid-
napping of three Europeans includ-
ing Mikkelsen said, "It appears that
without allowing them (freed hos-
tages) to meet the press after their
rescue, they were kept at the CMH
and that they were forced to impli-
cate the UPDF".

Police, security sources and
Jana Sanghati Samity earlier
accused Khisa and his group for the
kidnapping on February 16.

UPDF was formed by Sanchoy
Chakma, Prasit Khisa and other
activists who broke away from
PCJSS in 1998 after PCJSS chief
Jyotirindriyo Bodhipriyo Larma
signed the CHT peace accord with
the government. They accused
Larma of 'deviating' from their goal
of 'total autonomy' for CHT.

Larma accuses the group of
opposing the accord at the behest of
'vested quarters’ and of creating
anarchy in the hills.

Khaleda
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ment of police sub-inspectors and
repair of herresidence.

DAG Faruq is moving the Bench
today to pray for revival of the two
cases regarding appointment of
police sub-inspectors and repair of
herresidence.

The cases were filed in lower
court earlier by the government. The
defendant's counsels moved the
High Court, praying that the cases
be quashed. The High Court issued
rules on the government to show
cause and stayed proceedings of
the cases until vacation of the rules.

Pro-Ershad MPs
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meeting to take place, Kader said
they had contacted the Speaker
over telephone. As he was leaving
for Sylhet last night and would return
to Dhaka on March 25, "he would
not be able to give us time during
this period," he said.

Meanwhile, talking to this corre-
spondent from over telephone

Industrialist Selim

FROM PAGE 12

said the party hopes to win at least
three seats, leaving Bagerhat-4
(Morrelganj-Swarankhola) for
Jamaat-e-Islami.

One of them even said," Selim
has become an 'eyesore' not only to
BNP, but also to Jamaat and Jatiya
Party".

Selim, having virtually no political
background, is capitalising on the
image of Khaleda Zia to get vote,
they said. Because, he is one of the
financiers of central BNP and has
helped her son Tarek Rahman in
business, said the secretary of
Bagerhat district BNP.

"We shall make allout efforts to
prevent our party leader from nomi-
nating him from any constituency,
obviously to check split in the alli-
ance in Bagerhat and to defeat AL
candidates in all the constituen-
cies", said a top leaders of the party.

yesterday afternoon, Manzur main-
tained that to establish claim over
the election symbol, 'plough.' and
seek release of Ershad, the law-
makers need not go to parliament.
He said that Kader had joined hands
with the government as part of a
conspiracy to take the JP lawmak-
ers back to parliament.

Manzur, who is in hiding, sus-
pected the current move as a gov-
ernment-sponsored 'game,’
designed to cause a split in the four-
party alliance.

"l know whose purpose Kader is
serving. He (Kader) never informs
me of any development though I'm
the secretary general. So, | have
exposed Kader's activities," he said.

Manzur said retaining the elec-
tion symbol is a constitutional matter
while securing release of Ershad
fromjailis alegal on.

"So, what's the point in going to
the parliament?" he asked.

He argued that the Speaker
could resolve the issue of 'division
vote' at his chamber or at a commit-
tee room of the parliament.

On this point, Kader said,
"Ershad is my brother. For obvious
reason, Il be more interested in

securing his release. But, I'm not as
big a leader to break the unity of the
opposition alliance. They (Manzur
faction) are overestimating me."
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The biennial conference of the Bangladesh Federal Union of Journalists (BFUJ) was held at the Jatiya Press Club

yesterday.

'S lakh Bangladeshi children
work in Indian, Pak brothels’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

As many as five lakh children traf-
ficked from the country are now
working in brothels in India and
Pakistan.

More than 17,000 women and
children were trafficked to those
countries from Bangladesh in the
lastfive years.

These were stated at the launch-
ing ceremony of the Bangladesh
chapter of South Asian Sub-
regional Programme to Combat
Trafficking of Children for
Exploitative Employment, held at a
city hotel on Monday. The ILO and
the Ministry of Women and Children
Affairs organised the simple func-
tion.

Speakers at the function said the
main modes of trafficking are
abduction, fake marriage, purchase
and allurement for better jobs.
Poverty and illiteracy are the main
causes.

The function was addressed by,

among others, State Minister for
Women and Children Affairs Prof
Zinatun Nesa Talukdar, secretary of
the ministry K M Ehsanul Hagq, joint
secretary, Murari Mohn Datta, ILO
Director Claudia Coenjaerts,
Barrister Amirul Islam and Fowzia
Karim President of Bangladesh
National Women Lawyers
Association.

The state minister said govern-
ment alone can not fight trafficking
of women and children from the
country and sought cooperation of
world bodies and NGOs in this
regard.

She urged UNICEF and ILO to
undertake appropriate
programmes at global, regional and
sub-regional level. She also urged
ILO to include India and Pakistan in
its sub-regional programme.

Ehsanul Haq said about two lakh
women and children were trafficked
to India, Pakistan and the Middle
Eastfrom 1990to 97.

In South Asia sub-region,

Bangladesh and Nepal are the
'sending countries’ while Indiais the
'receiving country' and serves as
the transit route, he said.

ILO director Claudia Coenjaerts
said, trafficking of children is one of
the most horrible social problems
now.

It is being done through "well
organized profitable networks",
particularly in case of trafficking for
prostitution.

"It is very difficult to assess the
number of trafficked children and
women. We can only can guess,
which would be the tip of an ice-
berg".

The programme includes
a baseline survey and rapid
assessment covering three south-
western districts, a comparative
analysis of legal provisions, particu-
larly relating to repatriation, techni-
cal support to the Ministry of
Women and Children Affairs for
formulation of an action plan to
check trafficking.

Sex worker
commits suicide
at shelter centre

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A sex worker, lodged at the shelter
centre of Mahila Ainjibi Samity at
Arambagh in the city's Pallabi area,
allegedly hanged herself from the
ceiling yesterday afternoon.

Nasima Khatun, a 16-year-old of
Narayanganj, committed suicide
following an altercation with some
employees of the centre at about
1:15pm yesterday.

Police later sent her body to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) for autopsy.

An unnatural death case was
filed on the same day with the
Pallabi police station.

Qulkhwani
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Rahman, M K Anwar, Bangladesh
Bank Governor Dr Farashuddin,
poet Shamsur Rahman, journalist
Faez Ahmed and eminent writer
Syed Shamsul Haque, among
others, attended the janaza.

A wreath on behalf of the Leader
of the Opposition in Jatiya Sangsad
Khaleda Zia was placed at the grave.

Obaidullah Khan's qulkhwani will
be held tomorrow Thursday after
Asr prayers at his younger brother
Shahidullah Khan Badal's resi-
dence, House No 22, Road No 113,
Gulshan.

Friends, relatives and well-wishers
have been requested to attend and
pray for the departed soul.

Obaidullah
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failure on Monday at the age of 67.

President Shahabuddin also
visited his ailing Press Secretary
Rabindra Nath Trivedi at the
National Institute of Cardio-vascular
Diseases.

The president stayed there for
some time and enquired the attend-
ing doctors about the progress of his
treatment. He wished him early
recovery. Prof Jalaluddin Ahmed,
Director-in-Charge of the institute,
was, among others, present.

EC asks its officials to

make polls

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission at a
meeting on Monday asked all its
officials and staff to make the
upcoming election credible through
trustworthy discharge of duties.

"We need to finish our huge tasks
in time to ensure the election free
and fair," Chief Election
Commissioner M A Syed told the
officials of the EC secretariat and its
regional offices at the meeting in the
National Economic Council (NEC)
auditorium.

Officials of the EC secretariat
and its nine regional and 83 district
election offices enlightened the
meeting about their setbacks facing
the process of election preparation.
The CEC has assured them of
resolving all the problems immedi-
ately.

Presided over by the CEC, the
meeting focused mainly on the
progress of the voter list printing. It
observed that the cent per cent

‘credible’

printing in nine districts has been
completed, 50 to 90 per cent in 39
districts, while below 50 per cent in
the rest 16 districts.

Syed instructed the vendors and
officials concerned to complete the
rest of the work within this month.
"Legal action would be taken
against those who will fail to com-
plete the work within the stipulated
time," he warned.

The deadline was February 25
with three extensions.

Attended among others by
Election Commissioner Safiur
Rahman, EC Secretary Mohammad
Anwar Hossain, and eight deputy
election commissioners, district
election officers and the EC officials,
the meeting also reviewed the
conditions of makeshift election
offices run by assistant commission-
ers (Land)in upazilas.

The meeting also emphasised
the appointment of officials and
employees at those offices as early
as possible.

Manzur's brother on remand
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1999. In the chargesheet,
Mostafa's name was not men-
tioned. But now he (Mostafa) has
been implicated in the case as part
of a conspiracy to harass him
politically.

Moreover, the courts rejected
the naraji petitions, submitted by
the complainant of the case twice.
So the lawyer prayed for bail
cancelling the remand prayer.

Court Inspector Alfa Zaman
Nakib opposed the petition.

After hearing both the sides,
the Court of Matropolitan
Magistrate Narayan Chandra Das
rejected the bail petition and
granted him (Mostafa) four-day
remand.

Obaidul Haq Babul, 30, was
gunned down by a gang of assail-
ants in front of his garments factory,
Annanya Apparels, at Pallabi in the
city on October, 10, 1996.

Victim's younger brother
Shahidul Haq Mukul filed a murder
case with Pallabi thana on October
11, 1996 without mentioning name
of any people in this connection.

However, Mostafa was arrested
from his Banani residence in
the city in the small hours of Friday
under Section 54 of the CrPC. DB
police took him to a two-day
remand for interrogation. Mostafa
might be implicated in the case in
connection with the murder of
industrialist Obaidul Haqg Babul five
years ago, police told in its forward-
ing report.

Another charge for "trying to
bring armed goons from Bhola to
disrupt today's rally of opposition
alliance in the city may also be
brought againsthim."

Earlier, the DB police submitted
a prayer for detention, now pending
with the Additional District
Magistrate, Dhaka.

News Analysis

NDA, Cong draw battle line

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA,
New Delhi

The political scenario in Indiais set
to get surcharged with the ruling
alliance led by BJP and the oppo-
sition spearheaded by Congress
choosing to opt for offensives
against each other in the wake of
the expose of corruption in
defence deals.

Following a meeting between
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee and former Defence
Minister George Fernandes, the
NDA has decided to hold a rally
here to express its views on the
development that has plunged the
government into its biggest crisis
since its assumption of power one
and half years back.

The BJP, whose chief Bangaru
Laxman resigned after being
shown in the tapes as taking wads
of currency notes he said for "party
fund," appears to have decided
that offence is the best defence.
Alleging that the expose was "a
conspiracy to tarnish the NDA's
image," the party has asked its
senior leaders to tour the country
and "educate" party rank and file
about what the revelations by the
web portal was all about. It is part
of a counter-offensive plan, which
Vajpayee chose on Monday at a
rally of BJP workers in Rajasthan,
ruled by Congress, to challenge
the principal opposition party to a
trial of strength in parliament.

Vajpayee said as Congress did
not have the required number of
seats in the Lok Sabha, it was
levelling allegations of corruption
against NDA and trying to forge
alliance with other opposition

parties to grab power. Enjoying the
comfort of support from his allied
parties even after withdrawal of
Trinamool Congress from NDA,
Vajpayee asked Congress to bring
a no-confidence motion against
his government. In equally bellig-
erent mode was Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi. While addressing
the plenary session of the party in
Bangalore yesterday, she
declared a war against the NDA.
She unleashed her strongest
attack yet on the Vajpayee govern-
ment, accusing it of compromising
on national security. Declaring that
NDA "deserved no mercy," Gandhi
said her party would henceforth
"fight every battle and every war
against the BJP-led government.”

Significantly, Sonia Gandhi's
speech at the inauguration of the
plenary was preceded by adoption
of a political resolution, which
dwelt at length on the crisis NDA
faces and sought to position the
party to have a go at power in the
event of fall of the Vajpayee gov-
ernment. Scenting power follow-
ing cracks in the NDA, the political
resolution announced a key shiftin
Congress' hitherto stand of not
going for coalition. Acutely con-
scious of the fact that it alone does
not have the majority in parlia-
ment, the resolution said the
Congress would enter into "appro-

priate" electoral and coalition
arrangements with like-minded
parties.

But at the same time, the
Congress is careful so as to avoid
giving any impression of being in
the toppling game. A key reason
for this is the Congress' failure to
cobble up an alternative after the

Vajpayee government had been
defeated in a confidence vote in
March 1999. That was mainly due
to serious objections by
Samajwadi Party led by Mulayam
Singh Yadav and a section of left
parties to a Congress-led govern-
ment. Apparently, the anti-
Congressism of Yadav and some
Leftist parties persists even today.

For the present, the strategy of
the Congress, and also perhaps of
the entire opposition, appears to
be not to go for the kill right now
and instead allow the BJP-led
NDA get buffeted by the contro-
versy for some more time. The
Opposition is likely to wait for the
results to assembly elections due
in five states sometime in April and
wants to derive maximum political
mileage out of scam during the
campaign. Out of the five states,
Congress has the biggest stake in
polls in Kerala, where it wants to
regain power dislodging the Left
Front, and hopes for a revival in
West Bengal and Assam where
the party fortune has dwindled
overtheyears.

The BJP, on the other hand,
does not have much to look for-
ward to in the elections in those
five states, including Tamil Nadu. It
is DMK, a key constituent of the
NDA, which aspires to retain
power in Tamil Nadu and
Trinamool Congress, which pulled
out of the coalition last week,
which hopes to topple ruling Left
Front in West Bengal elections.
The BJP has marginal presence in
the five states and is certainly not
in the reckoning for power in any of
them.

DC's order
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owners of the hotels and industries to
bear the expenses of the
programme.

Accordingly, the owners of the
hotels and industries have been
asked to pay Tk 1000 each to the
NDC, Rajshahi either in cash or by
cheque.

EC: officials
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Mahmudur Rahman and Rezaul
Karim were on the party's behalf.

During the talks, the delegation
endorsed the EC's proposal for
registration of political parties.

Regarding the election
expenses, the delegation said the
limit of election expenses could not
be enforced without ensuring the
withdrawal of black money from all
sources.

Negating the multiplicity of
candidature, the party proposed
contesting only one constituency
by one candidate at a time, while
the EC proposed not more than
two seats at a time." Multiplicity
does not reflect popularity either of
the party or of the person contend-
ing," they observed.

PSC extended
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as per its earlier commitment.

UMC began seismic survey in
Block 22 in late 1997. The block
covers an area of 1100 kilometres.
The survey showed prospects of
striking oilin Kasalong area.

The sources said UMC, in
going on with its work in CHT, had
to pay tolls in dollars to terrorist
groups there. Acompany staff was
kidnapped three years ago by
terrorists. The matter was settled
in exchange for money within a
day.

The government earlier
extended PSCs with Occidental
and Okland-Tullow in other areas
of the country. The PSCs were
"terminated" for failure in fulfilling
commitments.

No decision
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Sources said although the BNP has
asked its Dhaka city unit to ensure
massive gathering, all the district
units have also been to instructed to
ensure their token participation
during today's meeting.

Organisers of the rally said the
JP is facing serious crisis within and
has not done their homework for the
meeting while preparations of
Jamaat and 10J are also inade-
quate. JP sources said some low
tier leaders have been asked to
mobilise public for the meeting.

"It (the rally) will eventually
become a rally of the BNP as the
strength and preparation of the
component parties are not up to the
mark," said a senior BNP leader,
who preferred not to be named.

BNP leaders said the party plans
to hold another massive gathering
in the first week of April. They said
BNP sought allotment of the Paltan
Maidan on March 31 and April 1, but
the authorities concerned declined.

The leaders said the ruling
Awami League is scheduled to hold
a public meeting at Paltan Maidan
on March 30, and BNP will then
hold its in the first week of April to
show its strength.

Ershad
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years to five years and slapping a
fine of Tk 5.5 crore.

Earlier, he was bailed out on
January 9, 1997, six month after his
Jatiya Party helped the ruling Awami
League gather necessary majority
by joining the 'government of con-
sensus.'

He 'withdrew' his support from
the government in January 1999
and joined the four-party opposition
alliance.

He surrendered before the trial
court on November 20 after losing a
legal battle to stay out following High
Court sentence on August 24 last
year in the Janata Tower Case.

Recently he paid the fine in
Janata Tower Case but the govern-
ment issued a detention order under
the Special Powers Act and showed
him arrested on two other corruption
cases, filed in the early 1990s by
police. It barred his freedom so far.

No early polls
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election-related matters can be
easily solved through the pro-
posed dialogue, commented
anotherAL leader.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
led the team of ministers to the
Bangabhaban to discuss the
crucial issue of early general
election with the President a day
before the BNP-led opposition
alliance is due to hold a public rally
in the city demanding the govern-
ment's immediate resignation.

The delegation included
Finance Minister SAMS Kibria,
Food Minister Amir Hossain Amu,
Local Government Minister Zillur
Rahman, Environment and Forest
Minister Sajeda Choudhury, Water
Resources Minister Abdur Razzak,
Industries Minister Tofail Ahmed,
Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim, State Minister for Rural
Development Rahmat Ali and AL
MP Abdul Momen.

The prospect of an early gen-
eral election largely depends on
the Opposition's fresh course of
action due to be announced at
today's public meeting.

Till last night, the BNP-led
opposition alliance did not confirm
whether it would issue an ultima-
tum to the government to quit,
Opposition sources said. It will be
finalised sometime before the rally
at Paltan Maidan, scheduled to
begin at 3pm, they added.

If the Opposition does not give
up the idea of ultimatum, the ruling
Awami League is unlikely to go
ahead with the plan for an early
election.

Once the opposition opts for the
"path of confrontation to force the

SSC exams
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newly commissioned Barisal
Education Board.

Of them, 62 were in Barisal, 18 in
Patuakhali, 14 in Bhola, two in
Pirojpur, four in Barguna and eightin
Jhalokati.

Some 21 examinees were
expelled under the Sylhet Education
Board. Of the expelled, four were in
Moulavibazar, six in Sylhet, four in
Habiganj, and seven in Sunamgan;.

Two hundred and eighty three
examinees were expelled under the
Comilla Education Board.

Of them, 156 were in Comilla, 25
in Feni, 25 in Luxmipur, ten in
Chandpur, 22 in Brahmanbaria, and
45in Noakhali.

One hundred and nineteen
examinees were expelled under the
Jessore Education Board.

According to the board officials,
nine were expelled in Jhenaidah,
oneinMagura, 22 in Chuadanga, 12
in Bagerhat, four in Jessore, ten in
Khulna, four in Narail, two in
Meherpur, seven in Satkhira and 48
in Kushtia.

government resign", the AL is firm
to take the challenge and in that
case the government would prefer
to complete its full term, sources in
the ruling party said.

The controversy over early
polls took a dramatic turn on
February 16 when Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina announced that
polls could be held any time the
Leader of the Opposition wanted.

But the opposition leader
rejected the offer and challenged
the PM's authority to announce
polls.

As the Prime Minister reiterated
her offer 12 days later, the opposi-
tion leader at a meeting with the
President on March 7 said she
wants election in May.

The PM then said her party is
ready for polls by June 12. As the
Opposition continued to insist on
immediate government's resigna-
tion to facilitate election in May, the
PM announced on Monday that
her government would hand over
power after April 17 for holding of
polls by June 12.

But again, the Opposition
repeated its demand for immedi-
ate resignation of the government.

Against this background, the
Prime Minister involved the
President in her bid to refrain the
Opposition from opting for a "path
of confrontation" to oust the gov-
ernment. In a public rally in the city
on Monday, the PM made it clear
that she would not let the
Opposition threat go unchal-
lenged.

Bangabandhu
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earlier.

But the six other witnesses
who testified against Muhiuddin
had all uniformity of their state-
ments which proved beyond
doubt the charges against the
artillery officer, now in jail to face
the trial in person, the prosecution
side said.

Earlier the prosecution pre-
sented its arguments against the
rejection of Muhiuddin's confes-
sional statement.

The third High Court judge,
Justice Mohammad Fazlul Karim,
is hearing the arguments on the
splitjudgement to decide the fate of
the five accused, sentenced to
death by one of the two judges and
acquitted by the other.

The prosecution is expected to
start arguments against the acquit-
tal of fugitive Kismat Hashem.

Of the said five accused, only
Muhiuddin is now in jail while the
others are on the run to avoid
prosecution.

Among the ten other convicts,
only three are facing the trial in
person while others were tried in
absentia.

Freed hostages go home

BSS, Dhaka

The three Europeans hostages
released on Saturday from their
month-long captivity in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts left Dhaka
Monday night for their homes,
sources at the airport said.

An Immigration official at Zia
International Airport confirmed that
"they left at midnight Monday for
their homes" by Singapore Airlines

Walsh
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Umpire Darrell Hair's Ibw decision
immediately set off jubilant celebra-
tion among the West Indies players
on the field and the 5,000 specta-
tors scattered around the at the
Queen's Park Oval, Trinidad.

"It's been very draining," he said
afterwards. "lI've been thinking
about this since the beginning of
the series."

"l just told myself 'It's best not to
think about it, just think about the
game and the job we have to do, to
try and get wickets for the West
Indies to try and win the Test."

Walsh dedicated his achieve-
ment to the Caribbean people and
his mother.

"l spoke to herimmediately after
it happened and she was very
happy for me. It was the first time |
heard her laughing so loudly on the
phone," he said.

(Details on Page 13)

in separate flights.

Danes Torben Mikkelsen and
Nils Hulgaard, and Briton Tim Selby
were abducted at gunpoint on
February 16 at Guniapara, near
Rangamati hill town, 400 km from
here.

Copenhagen based Danish
company Kampsax hired the three
European engineers for a road
development projectin the CHT.

The three Europeans address-
ing a press conference on Monday
said their abductors sought only
money and had no political agenda.
No ransom was paid for their
release, Mikkelsen told the media.

The free hostages were given
fitness certificate on Monday by
Combined Military Hospital (CMH)
here where they underwent medi-
cal checkup following theirrelease.

Later, Bangladesh authorities
formally handed them over to their
respective embassies to finalise
arrangements for their journey
back to home.

Padma
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afraid these boats won't be able to
ply during the rainy season when
the Padma is always in rage," said
Kalam Sheikh.

When some passengers com-
plained about the high charges for
the ride, Kalam said that fuel costs
were very high on the speedboats.

" It costs more than 500 taka to
make a round trip," he said.



	Page 1

