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Better late than...

Cricketer-turned-painter, Omar Khalid Rumi expresses his imagination through landscape painting

FAYza HAaQ

MAR Md. Khalid Rumi has

turned away from his

cricket and music to paint
tranquil scenes of the Bangladesh
countryside. Was he inspired by his
artist wife Rokeya Sultana? No way,
he says. He insists that he had the
desire to draw and paint since he
was a child but since his teenage
days his interest in cricket and
music left him no time for fine arts.
For the past one year , while paus-
ing at his desk, he has been sketch-
ing and drawing, inspired by nearby
scenario. Rumi says, "It was raining
outside. Nearby was a beautiful lake
surrounded by trees and these
inspired me to sketch. Later |
showed my work to Rokeya and told
her that there was a driving force

Angling in The Flood Waters

within me leading me to draw and
paint the nature around me.l worked

everyday in my free time at office
and in this way drawn about 25
sketches. | haven't had any formal
training but this has not deterred
me. No | haven't been inspired by
Rokeya's work as she once had the
naive style and is currently into semi
abstracts. For me it is nature that
turns me on and gradually human
figures comein."

Asked if any artists inspired him,"
The first time | saw Turner and
Constable in the Tate Gallery in
England | was greatly
moved.Among the Bangladesh
painters it is Jamal Ahmed who

turns me on. Otherwise, at present,
landscape painting is rare at the
moment in Bangladesh. There is, at
the moment a glut of abstract and
surrealist paintings. However at the
Sonargaon, Saju and Cezanne art
galleries you do sometimes spot
good work in landscapes."

Talking about the medium he
uses, Rumi says," | began painting
with poster colours. Later | learnt
how to do paintings in oil from
Rokeya . Later | went on to water
colours and mixed media for experi-
mentation. It has taken me a year to
make this collection for the exhibi-
tion at Gallery 21 soon next month. |
paint after my office hours in my
room. The painting is not an alterna-
tive to my other pursuits. Sports and
music have different languages.
This is just another expression of my
inner drives. | had begun with the
music band '‘Underground
Peacelovers' during the inception of
the country in '71, and today play on
a regular basis along with my
daughter . | go in for Friday cricket
too."

In"Sonargaon-1" we see some
trees by the side and in front of an
ancient block of houses. You can
see the washing being put out to dry
with some of the doors left open.
The building is in shades of beige
which contrasts with the jade and

Sonargaon-1

emerald of the leaves of the trees
and creepers. Rumi says," The first
day that | came upon this piece of
Moghul history | realized that | would
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have to capture this piece of history
on my canvas. | sketched and put
some colours and completed it at
home. | had a photograph that | had
taken of this place to help me.

In another one of his Sonargaon
landscapes he has brought in his
daughter Laura with the melange of
tree trunks and branches. The
ground is pale at the back. Each
cluster of leaves has been done in
details. The girl has beenincluded in
an impressionist manner. Rumi
says," | did not originally intend to
bring in my daughter's face but as |
was working it loomed up in front
and | decided to include human with
nature. This piece took me the
whole day. | was satisfied with the
blue, green and yellow of nature that
I had captured.”

An acrylic brings in trees throw-
ing their shadows into the water at
the side . Steps at the side lead to
the small lake. This too is one of his
Sonargaon series, concentrating on
the surrounding nature rather than
the historical monuments. A depic-
tion of Shafipur brings in clear
depiction of tree trunks lining a road

the tranquil scene, away from the
humdrum of urban existence,
surrounded by hundreds of leaves
and grass. A mundane subject such
as a funeral pier or "choittya" sur-
rounded by gentle swaying trees ,
where corpses were burnt before
being washed into the river, also
creates a lyrical juxtaposition of
man's existence with nature. There
is once again an abundance of
restful green along with the placid
browns of the bricks of the
"choittya".

Another painting brings in a
"bagan-bari" during the flood
Rumi's friends are seen sitting on a
plank , fishing from above the flood
water. The money plant with their
huge green and yellow leaves at the
base of a trunk near the people
make the creation quite ornate. A
canopy with their stone seats
nearby lends more facets to the
creation.

Itis interesting to see how a self-
taught and part-time painter , who
has taken up the brush in the later
years of his life, can make a success
of his exhibition with their profusion
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RECOMMENDATIONS

43rd Grand
Group Art Exhibi-
tion
The month-long 43rd Grand Group
Art Exhibition by reputed
Bangladeshi and foreign artists was
inaugurated on March 10 at Saju Art
Gallery (DCC North Super Market,
2nd Circle, Gulshan) . A total of 220
artworks by 139 artists are being
displayed at the exhibition.

The exhibition will remain open
everyday from 10:00a.m. to
8:30p.m. (Friday closed) till April 9.

Solo Exhibition

1st solo print and watercolour
exhibition by young Japanese
female printmaker Aki Kawamura
will be inaugurated today at
5:00p.m. at Zainul Gallery, Institute
of Fine Arts, University of Dhaka.
Kiyokazu Ota, Minister, the
Embassy of Japan will inaugurate
the exhibition as chief guest, while
Professor Mahmudul Haque,
director - Institute of Fine Arts,
University of Dhaka will preside over
the inaugural ceremony.

Nrityanchal Acad-
emy of Perform-
ing Arts

The inauguration of 'Nrityanchal
Academy of Performing Arts' will be
held at the Rajdhani High School
(Opposite to Jatyia Sangshad
Bhaban) on March 15 at 4p.m.
Cultural personality Kalim Sharafi
will be present as chief guest.
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Artto save life

A joint art exhibition by two sisters
Tia and Nadia Chowdhury started
at the North South University (BTA
tower).

The money collected from the
exhibition will help a disabled boy
Shiekh Mohammad Shaheen for the
implantation of artificial limbs. The
exhibition time has been extended,
it will reopen on March 12 and will
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