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New committee |

of Kalabagan

' CHAIRMAN SECRETARY
SPoiss REPORTER
Nalabagan Krira Chakra has

formed an eight-member new
Cricket Committee headed by
Obaidul Islam Jinnah for the 2000-
2001 season recently.

The committee also have five
vice-chairmen, a secretary and a
technical manager.

THE COMMITTEE: Chairman-
-Obaidul Islam Jinnah, Vice-
chairmen--S Alam Pokhraj, Syed
Mazharul Huq, lkramul Karim and
Syed Selim Ahmed Jhantu, Scere-
lary--Rizwan-bin-Faruque and
Technical Manager--Rafiqul Alam,

Let’s forget
the past

AP, Colombo

Over a beer garden party, England
and Sri Lankan players joked,
laughed and shared lamb kebabs
in an effont (o forget animosity
before they start their third and
{inal Test on Thursday.

There  were  competitions
among 200 invitees from Sri
Lanka’s rich clitc and media for
the largest pot belly, the shiniest
baid head and most colorful men's
underwear.

“Tropical paradise was the
theme, said Chandrishan Perera,
the public relations manager for
Sn Lanka's cricket board, which
organised Monday's party at a
garden overlooking the Indian
Ocean so that the players could
unwind ahead of the final Test.

It was also an effort to clear
some of the misunderstanding
and animosity that have affected
the series, now tied at 1-1.

Thrilling cricket in the three-
Test Series has been overshad-
owed by incessant appealing, sev-
eral poor umpiring decisions and
finger pointing incidents between
rival teams.

"Here we should play clean
and good cricket. Mind vou, this is
a tropical paradise,” Perera said,
as top Sri Lankan musicians
played Western music and local
dancers performed.

England captain Nasser Hus-
sain and his Sri Lankan counter-
part, Sanath Jayasuriya, and their
teams were guided to food stalls
serving lamp kebabs and a host of
Sri Lankan delicacies.

The 7:30 pm party, scheduled
for two hours, lasted until mid-
night.

“This was a great chance for all
of us to have some fun ahead of
the third Test,” said Mohan
Kumar, general manager of Taj
Samudra, the host hotel for the
cricketers.

Although the cricketers spoke
among themselves, none of them
wanted to talk to journalists. _

The party came ahead of a visil
by Engiand and Wales Cricket
Board chief Lord lan MaclLaurin,
who will hold discussions with the
Fngland team on Wednesday.

FA Cup’s London

Derby at
Old Trafford

AFP, 1London

The English Football Association
(FA) confirmed Monday that the
FA Cup semi-final between north
London nvals Arsenal and Totten-
ham will be plaved at Old Tralford
on Sunday, April 8.

The game will kick-off at 1330
GMT with Liverpool's match with
Wycombe starting two-and-a-half
hours later at Villa Park.

Monday's decision on the
venue for the all-London tie fol-
lowed extensive consultations
involving police forces in several
parts of the country - as well as the
clubs and their supporters’ organi-
sations.

The FA's executive director,
David Davies, said: "Even by re-
cent standards, deciding on the
venues for these matches was
extremely difficult,

“Preliminary discussions took
place even before vyesterday's
quarter-finals.

"Ultimately, with the backing
of police forces in several parts of
the country, supporters’ groups
and the clubs, we have reached a
conclusion that will give as many
fans as possible a chance 1o see
these games,”

tottenham vice-chairman
David Buchler applauded the de-
cision which allows more support-
ers to get to sce the maich.

“We recognise the inconven-
ience for travelling supporters, but
the choice of Old Traflord ensures
as many fans as possible from
both clubs see what should be a
terrific game.”

Chief inspector Tony Deacon,
who is responsible for the Metro-
politan Police's public order scc-

tion, said: "We have had extensive
talks with the FA on where to stage
this big game.

“There were very limited op-

tions, and we are more than happy

with the outcome,”

Sarwan turns up

KY Y Cricket

AFP, Cororgerone i

Carl Hooper and Ramnaresh Sar-
wan launched a late assault on
South Africa's bowling to leave the
West Indies scenting victory al
close on the fourth day of the first
Test on Monday.

Hooper and Sarwan shared an
unbeaten stand of 76 to leave the
West Indies 258 runs ahead on 286
for four at stumps at the Bourda
ground,

Most of their runs came at the
end of a frenetic final session, with
both batsmen cutting loose to
hammer 62 runs off the final 11
overs of the day:.

Al close veteran Hooper stood
on 31 not out with 20-year-old
Sarwan on an unbeaten 71.

Their stand started after the
second new ball was due but as in
the first innings South African
captain Shaun Pollock opted 1o
stay with the old one, with run-
scoring having proved difficult on
a slow surface.

Lis decision backfired, though,
Ay looper and Sarwan went on
the attack.

Earlier, fast bowlers Allan Don-
ald and Makhaya Ntini were the
pick of a disciplined bowling com-
bination.

Despite the late run chase,
their efforts ensured that West
Indies will have to bat on into the
final day, reducing the number of
overs they will be able to bowl at
the South Africans in the final
innings.

South Africa missed a chance
of a crucial breakthrough when
star batsman Lara was dropped
before he had scored. Neil McKen-
zie put down a sharp chance at
short leg off left-arm spinner
Nicky Boje.

For a while it seemed Lara
would make the tourists pay for
their lapse. He made 37 of a 50-
run stand with Marlon Samuels in
62 minutes but the runs dried up
and Lara added onlv eight more in
another 45 minutes before the
pressure finally wold and he hic a
tame calch to extra cover ol Mak-
haya Ntini. He made 15 off 82 balls
with five fours.

When Lara came in only 28
runs had been scored in 22 overs
and South Africa would have had a
triumphant morning if McKenzie
had held Lara's offering. Lara and
Samuels took their third wicket
stand to 76, with Samuels playing
a secondary role. Samuels strug-
gled to pierce the field and it took
him 111 balls to hit his first
boundary.

Samuels, 20, went on to reach
his second Test fifty off 199 balls
but was bowled three balls later by
Kallis for 51. He hit five fours.

Sarwan  reached  his  hall-
century off his 112th ball when he
hammered Donald through the
covers off the back foot, It was his
seventh  boundary. He showed

more fluency than in the first in-

LATEST

STARSrort MonNion

South Africa, set o score 306 (o
win in a minimum 76 overs, were
27 without loss at lunch on the
final day ol the first Test against
West Indies on Tuesday.

Weslt Indies declared thelr sec-
ond innings at 333 for seven, Sar-
wan's brilliant innings came 1o an
end when he ran himsell out on
91.

nings when he struggled (o seven
olT 83 balls.

Hooper survived a conlident
Ibw appeal from the first ball he
faced from Kallis.
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fourth day of the first Test between
South Alfrica and the West Indies
at the Bourda ground on Monday:
WEST INDIES: First innings 304 (€.
Gavle 81, B Lara 47, C Hooper 69)
SOUTH AFRICA: First innings 332
(G Kirsten 150, ] Kallis 50, M
Boucher 52; M Dillon 3/64, D
Ramnarine 3/105)

WEST INDIES: 2nd innings (over-
night 50/0)

Hinds ¢ Boucher b Donald 14
Gayle ¢ Boucher b Boje 44
Samuels b Kallis 51
l.ara ¢ Pollock b Ntini 45
Sarwan not out 71
[{ouper not out 31
Extras: (b-14, Ib-7, w-1, nb-8) 30

Totral: (For 4 wkis in 105 overs) 286
Fall: 1-51, 2-78, 3-147, 4-2110)

Bowler 0 M R W
Donald 20) 8 51 |
Pollock 17 4 51 ()
Nalhis 15 2 36 |
Hoje 3l 10 80 I
Ntini 14 5 20 I
Klusener 8 | 27 0
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Ramnaresh Sarwan of the West Indies running back to the crease to beat
a throw on the fourth day of the first Test against South Africa in

Georgetown on Monday.

EY'YH Cricket

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka’s star spinner Multtiah
Muralitharan [aired below par in
the first two Tests against England
because umpires were apparently
laken in by an "English bluff’, a
state-run daily claimed on Tues-
day.

Muralitharan took 12 wickets
in the first and the second Tests
with a high strike rate of 93.5 balls
per wicket, compared with a ca-
reer average of 62.3 balls a wicket
in his 303 Test wickets, the Daily
News said.

“"Where the umpires are erring
is that they are being bluffed by
the English batsmen who pretend
to play a shot by striking out their
pads and putting the bat behind it
giving the impression that they are
playing a shot.

"There have been some deliv-
eries in line with the stumps which
the umpires are not giving out ...
When the batsmen try to hit them
and they miss, they get bowled,
but when the ball hits the pad they
are not given out Ibw,” the paper
said.

For a bowler who was the focal
point of Sri Lanka's attack, Mu-
ralitharan has been suddenly left
with an ordinary striking rate, il
said in an article headlined "Um-
pires [all 1o English blufl and criti-
cism.”

The newspaper also slammed
International  Cricket  Council
(ICC) match referee Hanuimant
Singh ol India for allegedly going
out ul his way w “be courteous Lo

New Athens

Olympics
boss

AFP, Athens

Businessman Yannis Spanoudakis
was named Tuesday as the direc-

tor-general of the organising
committee for the 2004 Athens
Olympic Games.

Government spokesman

Dimitris Reppas said that Greek
Prime Minister Costas Simitis had
made the appointment.

The 48-year old Spanoudakis
has hcaded several private sector

Chemical Company.

Umpires Ibw-ed?

the English.”

Singh on Friday handed down
a (wo-Test and two-onc-day
match bans and a 60 per cent line
of match fees on Sri Lanka captain
Sanath Jayasuriya for showing
dissent when he was given out for
a bump catch by Graham Thorpe
in the gully off Andy Caddick for
nought in the second innings.

The Daily News said the referee
figured so prominently during the
series that he had issued enough
statements to publish a book.

"It will be pertinent to ask the
question here whether the um
pircs have been swaved in their
decision making by what is written

and said by the English scribes
and commentators on tour,” the
Daily News said.

The English had complained
bitterly aboul poor umpiring when
they lost the first Test to Sri Lanka
by an innings and 28 runs, but
when England won the second
Test by three wickets, it was Sri
Lanka's turn to gripe.

Both skippers, Jayasuriya and
Nasser Hussain, have spoken ol
poor umpiring and said something
must be done to salvage the repu-
tation of the game as the two
teams go for their third and final
[est starting in Colombo on
Thursday.
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PHOTO AFP

An:lslrallan fast bowler Jason Gillespie exulls after capturing the prized
companies including the Dow| WicketofIndian batling maestro Sachin Tendulkar on the third day of the

first Test at Eden'Gardens in Calcutta yesterday.

| |

Hooper wishes
Lara well

REUTERS, Geargctoen

West Indies captain Carl Hooper is
confident Brian lLara will stari
making big scores again,

Lara hit 47 and 45 in the first
Test against South Africa - dis-
missed just as he seemed o be
getting into his stride.

lLara's frustration was evident
as he walked back (o the pavilion
after driving the ball straight into
the hands of Shaun Pollock al
short extra cover in the second
innings.

“I suppose it is a bit disap-
pointing, but the positive sign is
that he looks as if he is getting his
touch back and perhaps he will get
a three-figure score in (the second
Test in) Trinidad,” said new skip-
per Hooper,

Lara, told that he has to put in
time and effort in the neis more
consistently, returned (o inicrna-
tional cricket last year after re-
signing the captaincy.

Ile averaged 26.55 in last year's
series in England and 32.10 in
Australia, a figure improved by his
magnificent 182 in Adelaide.

Hooper said that his team put
safety first in the first two sessions
yesterday,

“We had 1o be very cautious al
the start. We have a fairly long tail,
so we didn't want 1o lose early
wickets and then find ourselves
struggling to get a decent score,”
Hooper said.

They finished 258 runs ahcad
with six wickets left.

Bradman’s last

victory?
AP, Sydney

|

Cricket legend Sir Donald Brad-
man won a legal battle over the
unauthorised usc of his name just
two days before he died, court
officials said Tuesday.

Property developer the Brad-
man Corporation and its related
companies have agreed to phase
out their use of the cricketer's
name over the next two years, the
Federal Court was told.

Bradman and the charitable
organisation The Bradman Foun-
dation took action against the
companies and two directors last
year alleging their use of the
Bradman name breached trade-
mark laws.

On Tuesday, Justice Roger
Gyles was told by lawyer Bob El-
licotl, representing the Bradman
family and the foundation, that 4
settlement had been reached two
days before Bradman died on
February 25.

Court orders formalising the
settlement could not be made
until procedural matters con-
cerning his death were dealt with
Tuesday.

In a statement, Bradman Cor-
poration managing director Peter
Brennan said the company would
change its name to Bradcorp
Holdings.

Bradman initiated several legal
battles in his last vears to prevent
people cashing in on his name.

Last year an Adelaide restau-
rant owner agreed to drop plans to
name her establishment Brad-
man's Cale Restaurant and instead
call it Bradman Drive Cafe Res-
taurant.

An Adelaide sex shop also
dropped plans to incorporate
Bradman in its name.

Harvey coming
to India

AFP, Melbourne

All-rounder lan Harvey will be (i
for Australia’s one-day interna-
tionals in India after overcoming a

thumb injury, the Victorian
chairman of selectors Shaun Graf
said Tuesday.

Harvey missed the first innings
Sheffield Shield win over New
South Wales in Sydney Monday,
after being struck on the thumb
while batting in Victoria's previous
game against Tasmania.

However he has been named in
Australia’s 14-man squad and is
scheduled to travel to the sub-
continent on Saturday along with
the four other members of the
squad not already in India — Na-
than Bracken, Michael Bevan,
Andrew Symonds and Darren
Lehmann,

Gral said Harvey would not
face a fitness test belore leaving
for India but would likelv be tested
before the first of Australia’s live
one-day matches against India in
Bangalore on March 25

"I it hadn't been such a crunch
game lor us or there wasn't the
Indian  tour straight afterwards,
lan could have played against New
South Wales," Gral said.

"It just wasn't worth risking
him getting another knock on his
thumb.”

Gral said Harvey has been able
to bowl in the nets without dis-
comfort as well as hitting catches
in fielding drills.

"He could have run in and
bowled with full pace with no
problems,” Graf said.

“I don't think he's got any
problems in being right for India.”

Harvey was a key cogtributor
with both bat and ball during the
triangular series against West In-
dies and Zimbabwe this summer
in which Australia claimed the

| trophy without losing a match.
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State Minlister for Youth and S

Chowdhury Inspecting the construction work of the N

Tuesday. It Is expected that the first
be finished by June this year.
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phase of the construction work to make the football stadium fit for play will

Andre, Pete progres

l()]Tennis

AFP, indian Wells

Australian Open champion Andre
Agassi dispatched Hicham Arazi 6-
3, 6-2 at the Tennis Masters Series
on Monday, avenging a first-round
defeat by the Moroccan here lasi
year.

But Agassi, the fourth seed, was
reluctant to read too much into a
comparison between his quick
victory and last season's shocker.

"Every week is so different,” he
said. "I went from playing great in
January last year to struggling for a
while. There's no question tonight
| was a lot better than I was this
week last year."

Agassi was just happy to stay in
with a chance at capturing this
title for the first time, after runner-
up finishes in 1990 and 1995

"I'm putting a lot of pressure
on myself (o play well here,” ad-
mitted Agassi. “Especially becaus
I haven't accomplished winning
this tournament

"This is a week that I've alwavs
expected mysell 1o play well |
grew up on hard courts, grew up in
the desert. This seems like it's a
place 1 should be pretty familiar
with. But I have to go out and
prove that.”

Third-seeded American Pete
Sampras, who won back-to-back
titles here in 1994-95 bur hasn't
made it past the quarterfinals

since, IS also keen to reverse his
image as a player who dries up in
the deserl.

Sampras rode a three-match
losing streak into the event bul
stopped the rot with a 6-4, 6-4

-

victory over German David Prino-
Sil

loday was a good start,” said
Sdmpras, who was ousted in the
lourth round of the Australian
Open and had since lost his
opening maltches in both Mem-
phis and Scottsdale.

'1 leel like I've been struggling
a little bit over the past couple of
weeks. Today | felt like I got my
game going, I was serving well. [
was a pretty solid effort.

"All you can do when
haven't played a lot of matches is
practice hard, practice with pur
pose,” he said. "That's what I've
tried to do. Usually that works out

VoL

In playing pretty well. like | did
today.
He said the early exit in

Scoftsdale at least let him get o
Indian Wells early and start pre-
paring.

“I've struggled here the
couple of years,” Sampras said
I ve been here since Friday 1o get

i- ’
idS

used to the elements. The ball
does go a little bit more here than,
sav, Miam

Sampras and Agassi were th
top seeds In action as the men's
fournament got underway. De-
fending champion Alex Corretja

the eighth seed, also advanced.
rallving to defeat unseeded Argen-
tine Gaston Gaudio 3-6, 7-6, 7-6.

Australian Open runner-up Ar-
naud Clement ol France needed
just 49 minutes to get past Andrew
[lie 6-0, 6-2, the erratic Australian
ooking nothing like the player
who upset Sampras last week.

"My play was OK,” Clement
said. "At the beginning | onlv had
to put the ball on the court be

S

cause he did so many mistakes. He
hit the ball very hard, but the first
set it was always out.

While the men were finding
their feet, world number one and
top seed Martina Hingis led the
way into the women's quarterfi-
nals with a 6-3, 7-6 viclory over

16th-seeded Awustrian Barbara
Schett.
She'll face ltaly's Silvia Farina

?‘.ii-:. who upsel Ii[h"‘i*_'i}df!d (ser-
man Anke Huber 6-3, 4-6, 6-4.

Second seed and defending
champion Lindsay Davenpon
downed fellow American Lisa

Raymond 6-4, 6-2 10 advance to a
meeling with seventh-seeded
Serena Williams. Williams needed
six malch points in the final game
to put away Magdalena Maleeva of
Bulgana 6-3, b-2

lhird-seeded Amencan Venus
Williams got past Australian vet-
eran Rachel McQuillan 6-4, 6-2
and set-up a quarterfinal clash
with Russian Elena Dementieva,
the woman she beat in the gold
medal match of the Sydney Olym-
pics.
'he other quarterfinal will
{cature 14th-seeded _r:t'i'E"_f.dﬂ Kim
Cljsters, who beat Japan s Al Sugi-
yama 6-4, 4-6, 6-2, and Russian
wildcard Elena Bovina, a 6-3, 2-6,
7-5 winner over France s Nathalie
Dechy.

Clijsters and Bowvina
scheduled to meet on Tuesday,
while Hingis' quarterfinal was the
curtain-raiser of the Tuesday night
session, to be followed by the [irst-
round men's match between Swe-
den’s Magnus Norman and Ecua
dor's Nicolas Lapentn
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American Pete Sampras hits a backhand against David Prinosil in the Indian Wells Maslers Series event on

March 12.
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