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A clean BCB, vows Saber

mitted its final report.

r Independence
Cup basketball
from Mar 25

Trevor in town

Seonts Rerorrin overtly cautious officials of the

Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)

arrived in the city on Tuesday
The former Australian Test cap

had received a letter from Mo-
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Did U Know?

I the 1976 Otympics. Nadia Comanec of
Romania became the first gymnast in the
Games' history to score a perfect 10. The
15-year-old did this in the floor exercise,
She went on to record six more perfect
scores during the Games. Comaneci was
known for the boldness of her routines and
her amazing composure. The dfficulty of
her performances and the high level of her
technical execution resuted in a redefini-
gion of the sport and of judges’ and viewers
gxpectations of women's gymnastics. The
celebrity defected to the United

es in 1989; in 1596 she mamed the

ican Bart Conner, a 1984 Olympic
gokd medallist She and Conner have been

ploneers in pairs Qymnastics

Sadagopan Ramesh
(India Test opener)

President  of the Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) Saber Hos-
sain Chowdhugy has reaflirmed
his pledge to hold his first meeting
ol the newly elected Board of Di-
rectars with a clean image.

"I want to see that the elected
directors sit at the meeting with
their conscience clear and all the
controversy removed,” vowed the
adamant BCB boss at his first en-
counter with the press on his re-
turn from Saudi Arabia after per-
forming Hajj.

"I wish to see that the cricket
board act as a benchmark for oth-
ers to lollow as an ideal institu-
tion.”

Saber's bold assertions come
amidst the storm clouds that gath-
ercd after the recent election of
the Board, where allegations ol
‘cash for votes’, use of muscles
and political influence was pub-
lished in the media.

He also acknowledeed that he

bassher Hossain, who tendered his
resignation only four days after
being elected as one of the 16 di-
rectors from Dhaka-based clubs in
February 25 polls.

"It took a lot courage o forgo
such a demanding but lucrative
post. | know him as a sincerc and
honest person, Besides, he can
contribute immensely [or the good
of cricket,” said Saber.

The Board president disclosed
that another director, whose iden-
tity he did not wish to reveal at the
moment, sent a letter written in
the same spirit of Mobassher.

On his acceptance ol Mo-
bassher's resignation, Saber was
unwilling to say anything until the
three-member probe commitiee
headed by the DG of BKSP Brig
G;en Ahsan Habib produced their
[indings.

"Without consulting all the di-
rectors it shouldn’t be up to me to
decide such an issue,” he said
while reiterating his position on
not holding the Board meeting
until the probe commitiee sub-

Saber strongly ruled out claims
that the probe committee was
nothing but eyewash.

"I have already talked to the
chairman of the probe commitiee
to learn about the latest develop-
ments. [ can tell you here and now
that this will not be just like any
other committee,” remarked Sa-
ber.

"The sports minister (Obaidul
Quader) is very keen (o see that
the committee works with the real
spirit. 1 believe that the DG ol
BKSP is an upright person and
moreover, I'm ready to testify
before the committee.”

The BCB boss sent a written
compliant to the National Sporls
Council (NSC) citing various
anomalies before the election.

The Ministry of Youth and
Sports formed the probe commit-
tee on March 1 following uproar
from different quarters. The min-
istry gave it 15 working days (o
submit the report, which is ex-
pected 1o be complete by March
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SPORTS REPORTER

India became the first team (0
book a semifinal berth in the
Prime Minister Gold Cup hockey
tournament after they came from
behind to beat Japan 3-1 at the
Moulana Bhasani Stadium on
Tuesday.

In the other two matches ol the
day, tile contenders Pakistan
defeated Egypt 4-1 while Ireland
registered a solitary goal win over
Malaysia in their respective Group
B engagements.

I'wo penalty corner CONversions
from midfielder Dilip Tirkey pro-
pelled India to their second suc-
cessive win in Group A.

The match was locked 1-1 in
the first hall.

Dilip, the tall stick-wielder
scored his first goal in the 33rd
minute to bring India back into
the match after Japan forward
Yamabori Takahito had given his
team the lead with a brilliant an-
gular hit from the left corner of the
box in the 27th minute.

Skipper Baljeet Singh Dhillon

India promptly through

the midfield and moved into the
box from the right before pushing
the ball into the lar corner of the
post.

Dilip then sealed Japan's late
from a penalty corner four min-
utes later.

India will meet hosts Bangla-
desh in their last first round match
today.

Japan are now sharing the
bottom spot in the group along
with Bangladesh with each having
one point. They will take on Scol-
land.in their last match tomorrow,

SPORTS REPORTLER

The Independence Cup basketball
tournament will be held at the
Dhanmondi  basketball gymna-
sium from March 25 under the
auspices of Bangladesh Amateur
Basketball Federation (BABE).
Interested clubs, organisation,
universities and colleges have
heen asked to make their entries al
the BABLE ollice at the same gym-

nasivum by Narch 20 at the cost of

Taka 200,

C’'wealth to bowl
cricket out

REUTERS, Melbourne

Basketball will be played at the
Commonwealth Games lor the
first time in Melbourne in 2006
but cricket is likely to be ruled out,
state officials said on Tuesday.
. Victoria state Sports Minister
lustin - Madden said  basketball
would join hockey, netball and
seven-a-side rugby as the four
team sports at the four-yearly
Commonwealth Games in Austra-
lia's second largest city.

“We can look forward to herce

Canada and Australia, attempt to
overcome the emerging basketball
powers, especially from Africa,”
Madden told reporters.

He said basketball had beaten
bids for inclusion from several
other sports, including beach vel
leyball, handball, soltball and
water polo

Cricket was played for the [irst
time at the Commonwealth
Games in Kuala Lumpur in 1994
[he International Cricket Council,
the game's governing body, has
said it was happy with cricket's
‘debut but wanted to scrap the 50-

Trevor Martin Chappell, the newly
appointed national cricket coach,

was shielded from the press by the

)TO ANISUR RAHMEN
COACH'S CARRIER: New Bangladesh cricket coach Trevor Chappell
steps out of a Toyota jeep in front of the Dhaka Club on Tuesday. His
predecessors West Indian Gordon Greenidge and South African Eddie
Barlow previously used this very vehicle.

landed at the Zia

agreement  on

(0 a one-year period.

month.

country, Trevor's

against New Zealand

guesthouse.

Zimbabwe in April

the 2003

that

as soon as his Thai Airways [light
International
Airport at around 12 noon.
"We regret that Irevor cannot
talk to the press until he signs the
Thursday,”
BCB president Saber Hossain.
The Board intends to avail the
expertise of the former Sri Lankan
fielding coach until
World Cup in South Africa, but
initially his contract will be limited

said

The contract with the youngest
of the three Chappell brothers was
finalised during the Board presi-
dent’s visit 40 Melbourne where he
attended the ICC meeting last

Unlike his illustrious brothers -
- lan and Greg who captained their
career
took off. He played only three
Tests and 12 one-day internation-
als in a short career,
turned upside down when he be-
came the first cricketer to ‘bowl
underarm’ in a one-day match

never

wds

[he 48-year-old Australian af-
ter an exhausting flight from down
under relaxed in the comfortable
surroundings of the Dhaka Club

However, he is expected to see

put India ahecad with a brilliant ) , the practice match of the national
: : { [ n i » (é ' "a-
mHandball INDIA3 solo run three minutes into the tji}tli]::-‘nlllll:":l: Ld:hlj;lt n""“r“ ‘:’ tm team at the BKSP in Savar
- 3 A e TR g e —— ¥ * i i "I- t‘ 1. l‘||-r . N. "l [‘ ¢ H r s ==
JAPAN 1 second half. Baljeet won the ball in atbad A Wednesday. Trevor's first task as

coach will be to accompany the
national team on their tour of
During the
month long maiden overseas trip,

the Test babes will play two Test

and three one-day internationals.

EY Y1 Cricket

VVIP VVS

axman, promoted to number
lollowing his deliant 59 in
the lirst innings, has so far hit 19

boundanes second Tesl

edging a drive ofl [ast bowler Jason
Gillespie into Gilchrist's gloves

An angry spectator among the
45,000 at the Eden Gardens hurled

"I think I have gor the baswcs right. I { | Ty 2 *1 PAKISTAN 4 overs, one-day format. ﬁ_}:I" ARy vy s ___ centurv. both against Australi ror noich 2t Tend e i
may not be the type who would get | | | EGYPT 1 Commonwealth delegates have S 1 A S }l;g—: PE o 2 “E I ilt. Sl Sl o Sl
bekind the ball and play it with 1 oS | B e N AT S a1 e \'enkatsai Laxman hit a sparkling T ) ‘:”. 2 %Mj in he ““””d_”:f' walked ‘-“\lt_ _ to the pawvilion,
k perfection but I think I have the : = [t took Pakistan 26 minutes (o gel drorned altopether after conflicts unbeaten 109 to hold olf Austra- I-‘-'I“mt ol 1he Sydney I|1'~.1! last year nm«lm_; the cricketer narrowly
. bedy balance right.” | the breakthrough ﬂS‘f""“ .lhe nu hecti icke ‘hedul lia's nlynmhlh- victory in the sec- * uch Australia won by an innings Police however, moved in
‘. stubborn North ¢ African® niw- | #Wi ® hecuc criCkel SCNCCOUIE. | gnd. dricket Test againsw India al an 141 runs. quickly to restore order and
EI | COMErs. ”ﬂ{:kt"‘h... hl'thl” and ruuh}- hd'\-i' the Eden Gardens here on Tues iulI'l;_:l.ll_ leading India lor the evicted the man from the stadium
! Forward Kashif Zawwad scored hmﬂtl"lr:;hh‘l:l_ll'f“f'lh Miie 1o il da) lirst ttme on his home ground, lell Earlier, India added 43 runs to
. the gual from a counter-attack. el ’!u'mu;l- |Iln- t"”*ﬁun J:'.:nlmltl- I'he wnisty 26-vear-old shared a just b !n close when he edged a their overnight score 128-8
But I“g}:p[ [hf_’n l["&"L‘IL’d the has 'a Kb of l{hmr (0 ||]1; :\ e fourth-wicket stand of 117 with rising ball from Glenn McGrath to when they wert -:]=.-T‘|1i~w,.-J an hour
: score in the 44th minute after which had already I:l'{'ﬂ i1l|u- skipper Saurav Ganguly (48) to Ll wicketkecper Adam Gilchrist alter the start
! Indian umpire Virendra Bahadur cated.” said Basketball Mm‘rd“a India 1o 254-4 in their second in- ¢ Ol (-ol-form Rahul Drawid, lLaxman hit 33 of those runs
: Singh awarded them a pt‘l."lﬂh}' CHIET executive Sco llL‘H".Ifln nings by HHHH{,HHHlhrihlni day forced to abandon his customan before he was last man out alter
: stroke following a foul by Pakistan ' ' But the Indians still have a long number three position, was un- making his sixth half-century in 21
; Bw gna[kp(ypgrﬁh[ned Alam. Kiw-iS’ Cause way [0 go to slave off defeat in the beaten at close on seven. [ests
f Prime Minister Gold Cup Adnan El Sayed converted the ['est after being forced to follow on [t was an honour to come in [he stylish Hyderabad Dbats-
China vs Egypt penalty. f 274 runs in arrears earlier in the one down and | am glad I lived up man hit hall of s 12 indaries
Live at 2:00 pm Egypt's joy was short-lived as or Concern day to the expectations of the captain past the spread- I, showing
i Bangladesh vs India the highly experienced Pakistanis AR R “The hosts trail bv 20 runs with  @nd coach,” Laxman said later his senior colleaguces the dress-
Live at 4:00 pm turned around and scored three y Christchurch six wickets in hand and need a We needed someone to be ag-  ing room how L ¢ bowlers
; guuluin}ﬁminutea._ Davs after hf.’iﬂg humiliated on miraculous turnaround over the EIressIvi and | was assigned that "rl_'”kll.['. s !."Jﬁ,._i *'--‘“;--i | ax-
f: DD SpOﬂS Kashil s:-cmed his second goal | ,pe portable pitch, New Zealand next two days o prevent Australia man h’In_l 42 for the last wicket
Australia vs India (o put Paknstgn ahead once again | ould face embarrassment in the | from taking a decisive 2-0 lead in It's worked well for me but | t*lkr--f-. I'. axm ght in the
First Test, Day Four in the 49th mII'IUlL:. _ second Test following suggestions the three-match sernes van continue like this on Shps ‘1'51' “*f‘-ri"*{ b
Live at 9:30 am : Mqhammad Px'ad_cu_m m:uir It} that a similar pitch could help the Steve Waugh's men, looking to  Wednesday we Can pul When India sccond
3-1 with a reverse hit in the 54th tourists’ spinners. secure Australias lirst series them under pressure,” he said time, openers Shiv Das and Sada-
minute while Hussain drove the New Zealand skipper Stephen Indian soil in 31 years, won the Laxman and Ganguly came to- B9p4an Ramesh pul 2 when the
¢ ESPN last nail on Egyp[":i coffin L‘dpiléll- [*’I{rming f.ulh‘d to read ”“: |}|Il‘h % first Test at Bombay hﬁ.' 10 wickets £t ther alter India lost three wick- Australians broke througi
New Zealand vs Pakistan ising on a goal mouth rebounder used for the first time in Tesi with more than two days to spare including the crucial one ol Left-hander Ramesh did not
¢ Fist Test, Day Five six minutes from time. cricket — and suffered a 299-run Laxman and Ganguly, however, Sachin Tendulkar, with just 115 add to his lunch score ol 30 w ht;n
Highlights at 2:30 am (Thursday) Pakistan remained atop the drubbing at the hands ol ; VOune ensured the Indians did not go n the bo he edged I"".‘H""" the slip region
New Zealand vs Pakistan Group B table with full six points | poyican -.;d{* falline lu‘hindll;ﬂ ”’_’I down without a fight alter making endulkar managed just 10 Where Mark Wa gh dived to his
from two matches. : ' 5 this  tim DLt (o pick up a4 10w G tch

Second Test, Day One

the three-match series,

just 171 in the hirst innings.

as and Laxman then added 45

Live “Fa;i‘::"r__g:m'ﬂ IRELAND 1 Fleming criticised Eden Park's for the second wicket, before the
g MAILAYSIA O state-of-the-art portable strip and | ourists earned a lucks Seets

10:00 am
UEFA Champions League
10:30 am and 9:00 pm

Star Sports

South Africa vs West Indes

. 4 First Test, Day Five highlights

630 am and 7:00 pm
Boyes & Sunny Masterclass
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PHOTO STAR

Pakistani midfielder Mudassar Ali tries to take control of the ball from
an Egyptian player during their Prime Minister Gold Cup Hockey
- Tournament match at the Maulana Bhasani Stadium yesterday.

In the remaining match of the day,
Ireland registered their first win.

Justin Sheriff scored the match
winner following a combined at-
tack in the 15th minute.

Ireland joined China and Egypt
at the crowded second spot in
Group B with cach having three
points from two matches.

said his side had lost valuable
home advantage.

“It is a risky business testing il
oul in a Test match,” IFleming said.
“A portable pitch is the rnight step
when you have a crossover ol
winter and summer sports, but il
shouldn't hay
match,”

heen used in this

Das., who looked

his right foot to be
wicket

SCOREBOARD

pie and disturbed the
given out hil

composed

making 39, plaved back to Gilles-

bails with

Scoreboard at stumps on the third
d.!‘_\ H[ H‘.H' H:L'thf | est between
India and Australia at the Eden

C‘ﬂ?;}a;rlsm o P I'he surlace put in .'khnul.lf.' for Gardens on Tuesdayv;
Primera Liga I'hursday's second Test is an old AUSTRALIA: First innings 445
810 am lan a e S Senlo S SUTIP with _ii[_[!'ii"\l three _[Hillthi‘n (S "t"udl.l:-;h 110, M Havden 97, )
I plaved on it, including a first-class Langer 58, ] Gillespie 46; Harbha-

L]
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Class........Roll No.......

batsman Miandad said. “We have
150 million people in Pakistan and

just won one Test and we've got
(WO more to go.”

115, 4-232

L]
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cricket is for every one of them I believe in performance and e
School Address . .....ooc0 s and not for a few. commitment, It depends on how | Prime Minister Gold Cup E;:‘?ilrl:lh ?ﬂ h; 42 v:
cens “But if you perform no one can you play, fight and approach, Venue: Moulana  Bhasani Gillespie 17 4 62 2
P PP RPPTRPETE take your place, it's simple.” 1 hu{ § the most important thing.” Stadium 3 i \":’att:ﬁf: "fll 2 87 ;
| Phone: (Ifany) ............. l The encouraging performances JAVED RIANTA The second Test starts Thurs- | Chinav Egypt (2 pm) Indian batsman VVS Laxman acknowledges the crowd's applause after 4y, ), g 2
: 3 . S ‘ - , § ! ﬂ'] 8 | 25 0
Bk s by the rookies have caught the D day in Christchurch. |  Bangladesh vindia (4 pm) | reaching his century at Calcutta yesterday. Kasprowice 12 5 34 0

| ‘ | g6 1% n.mlrh hvhyrvn Zimbabwe and ian Singh 7-123)
. | 0 selectors and Cricket Board back PI?}' international cricket,” said | Canterbury in December last year INDIA: First innings (overnight
( mICanet home by surprise - Pakistan’s _h:]mndud. [his is the way to go. Although the surface sports a 128-8)
l biggest problem has been their hey showed their strength and | lush layer of grass, the teams face Das ¢ Gilchrist b MeGrath 20
W IE K'D qp Christchurch "lC{JT‘ISi':iIEnC}’ in '.'il."l[‘[:"”n dnd the llhl]ll?. It was a Hr{'dt icam th["‘ d;l”ul'r of tootmarks !“”'.I'I ”'IIL‘ Ramesh I‘Ll!'I[H'I]:t"t'-."h'-.|1-|l' 0
- administrative decisions. effort. previous games resurfacing. Dravid b Warne 25
C g B g Pakistan cricket coach Javed Mi- Former skipper Wasim took a ‘ But Miandad, who played 124 New Zealand has strengthened Fendulkar Ibw b McGrath 10
Ompetltlon 14‘) andad. a dav after his side's tli}.; puﬁsing shot at the cmlnlry's Tests and scored 8,832 runs, said it the side for the second Test with Gangulv c S Waugh b Kasprowicz 23
v Tick the Correct Answers first-Test win over New Zealand, cricket  administrators before ~Was now up (o the selectors to tl_winrluu.inn of two new seamers - Laxman ¢ Havden b Warne 59
Pmtmthr D.I*EJ Star hd.'% llr};f‘d senior plﬂ}’[‘r.’i not to IUH\T"H. 'ﬁﬂ.}'l"g lhdt Fuk]glan (Ti[,'.l ldl."h[}'i"i" 1O h'lL‘n'lI ‘hl' I\'“llnﬂ- {.h”‘r I}rl"n i“‘ld ldl‘[]h Oram - O Monmac Gilchrist b Kasprowicz 2
Win attractive PI"iIE’H take their pmiliuns for granled, would l-.,u_ﬂ'pr the same fate as the sters with the seniors, make use of the pace ol the sur- Harbhajan ¢ Ponting b Gillespie 4
Competition closes at 8 pm Miandad’'s comments Tuesday West Indies because it lacked the He also felt that both Zim- | face, Zaheer b McGrath 3
March 16. 2001 and draw came after a new-look Pakistan depthin talent. ‘ babwe (2-1) and Sri Lanka (4-1) l'eam selector Sir Richard Raiu Ibw b McGrath 3
shortly afterwards hammered New Zealand by 299 Barely 24 hours after Wasim hadt put enormous pressure on | Hadlee said he was confident of Prasad not out 7
et hent Monzol = runs and after a week of rumours left New Zealand with a groin in-  Pakistan after beating New Zea- | the surface used at Lancaster Park. et (T3 A2 13
3 2'" z:*ﬁt:k;()i: f;tl[;!llli I";rm'"' & of dissension between the coach jylr}’. the young and inexperienced land in llhc.* one-day series, “Unlike here (Auckland) we, rotal: (All outin 58:1 overs) 171
e TR e and some of the senior players. side beat New Zealand. Pakistan has a standing in | know how the portable pitch in 1 of wié ) 2.44. 3-48
- 4 . Pakistan, fielding four new “We've got youngsters who can  world cricket,” he said. “We have | Christchurch will play,” Hadlee [1d"| ui m:,h r:'q!-_{g' ';-;4:.]‘1-*1;;'
WIH 5 B - b | . - . - % . + H ’ - " o ' ™ i » - G r—_
: ":*'I:I'I‘S“U the Paris Indoor faces after injuries forced opener - some world-class players and it | said. :;H*-I-‘ a8, b-= ~(-} ~ -:' ] . !
Ope - : : ’ s L _— b L i 7o : . s owler :
T v Vs Saeed Anwar, vice-captain In- Wds VeTy dladp_upmn[mg to lose the _ New Zealand were ripped apart McGratl | 4 q 18 1
e 2T 1| zamamul H 1 all-rounde one-series which we should have | in the first Test by off-spinne e ‘ -
3. 501 1anka - T zamamu aq and all-rounder . | _ , pinner Gillesbie ' 0 47 >
: ag;:::u;:f.:.f; v o dysenes {1 wasim Akram out of the serics won 5-0 or at least 4-1, Saglain Mushtaq and fast bowler - an-a . iam hatie a
L el : opener, put together a strong team {,mmdl-r‘mg the loss in the | Mohammad Sami, who took eight “:."I:w t 20 1 :; h"r E
32 | L S 108 effort to humbled the home side. one-dayers it was a very good wickets, INDIA: Second innings ‘
"-T‘kr:murn}"lesh will Bangladesh Fast bowler Mohammad Sami hoost winning the first Test, . Das hit wkt b (‘iih*upi}:‘. 39
yinfive years? ' . wav with a match haul of Miandad warned of losing lo- i S . :
3 : ~ A l{_d the way KU ‘ ‘ia'tn the remandasor tl Sl Ramesh ¢ M Waugh bWame 30
' eight wickets and overshadowed Ccus in the remainder ol the series Laxman not out 109
o % ";‘;‘wl’"“’ the natonal under- the efforts of batsman Younis and said the ultimate prize for the -l‘ldl"ldl‘llk'l ¢ Gilchrist b Gillespie 10
4 : : r . 3 ™ C S LIS :
C f::;keum:a": T BKSP ] Khan (91 and 149 not out) that sel young side was nothing but a se- G'mguh"c t;iI:*hrm h -\lcﬂrat{: P
gong Rajshahi | BKSP | up the match for the tourists. ries victory. Ii} wid not out PER 7
B s s 074 00 o 8 “Everyone should fight for their | “My message is that the scries l:\llrus (Ib-3. nb-6. W-2) 1
ace in the side,” former star iIs not over yet,” he said. "We've by it o B e e :
place in th y ¢ Total: (For 4 wkis in 75 overs) 254

Fall of wickels: 1-52, 2-97, 3-



