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From one
‘Hand
of God' to

another
REUTERS, Buenos Aires

Diego Maradona, scorer of the
infamous 'Hand of God goal
against England in the 1986 World
Cup, criticised European football
officials for punishing

Real Madrid striker Raul after
his handball goal last week. "The
UEFA directors have never played
football," said Maradona. "As far
as they're concerned, the ball is a
UFO (Unidentified Flying Object).
It's time to Kick them all out.”

UEFA banned Raul for one
game and fined him 20,000 Swiss
francs ($12,090) after he scored
Real's opener in their 3-2 Cham-
pions League win against Eng-
land's Leeds United by turming a

free-kick into the net with his
hand.

Although Raul claimed alter-
wards the goal was legitimate,
video evidence proved he used his
hand to score.

Maradona scored one of the
famous handball goals of all time
when he punched the ball into the
net during Argentina's 2-1 quar-
ter-final win over England at the
1986 World Cup in Mexico.

Maradona also launched an
attack on the Aigentine Football
Association (AFA) and Julio Gron-
dona its president since 1979,

"When I see that Grondona has
no rivals in the AFA, [ think thal
we're in a very bad state. Nobody
can tell him anything and we con-
tinue making the same mistakes,”
he added.

Bundesliga
Kaiserslautern
keep hopes
alive

REUTERS, Berlin

Kaiserslautern kept their Bundes-
liga title hopes alive and the top of
the German standings extremely
tight with a dramatic 3-2 home
win over 1860 Munich on Sunday.

Just three points separate first-
placed Bayern Munich, who beat
Energie Cottbus 2-0 on Saturday,
and Kaiserslautern in fifth as the
First Division championship race
headed into its final two months.

Kaiserslautern took a two-goal
lead through Vratislav Lokvenc in
the 46th minute and Nenad

Bjelica two minutes later.

The home team let 1860 Mu-
nich back into the match with an
own goal by Michael Schoenberg
in the 58th and Daniel Birowka
equalised in the 70th.

But Kaiserslautern, fresh from
their win over PSV Eindhoven in
the UEFA Cup three days earlier,
quickly went back in front when
Croatia's Marian Christow blasted
in the winner from 30 metres three
minutes later.

Kaiserslautern's (rainer An-
dreas Brehme was ejected from
the bench in the 64th minute by
the

referee
plaining.

"To have a chance at the title
we have to play better than we did
in the first half,” Brehme said ol
his team'’s goalless first half.

Bayern's victory over Cottbus
allowed them to regain the lead
from Borussia Dortmund, who
had

to settle for a point in a 2-2
draw at SC Freiburg after going
two goals up

Hertha Berlin kept up  their
claim among the chasers with a 1-
0 home win over Hansa Rostock
that puts them fourth behind
Bayer Leverkusen, Friday night
winners over Werder Bremen, on
goal difference.

Mancini
dispensation
criticised

AFP, Milan

Fiorentina coach Roberto Mancini
was forced to defend himself Sun-
day as his fellow Italian First Divi-
sion coaches queued up to criti-
cise the decision of Italian Football
Federation (FIGC) commissioner
Gianni Petrucci to waive rules 1o
allow him on the touchline.
Mancini was ineligible to re-
place Fatih Terim, who had quit,
as he had already held a coaching
post earlier in the season as Sven
Goran Friksson's assistant at La-
zio, but Petrucci gave the formei

for excessive com-

[talian international the green
light.

Many of Mancini's peers
voiced their criticism in  press
conferences alter Sunday s
matches.

lBrescia coach Carlo Mazzone,
at 63 the oldest coach in Serie A,
was the strongest critic, lamenting
the decision of former ltaly na-
tional team coach Azeglio Vicini Lo
quit as president of the coaches
association in protest at Petrucci's
ruling.

"It is Petrucci who should rc-
sign, not Vicini,” said the Brescia
coach. "This episode proves we
coaches count for nothing. There
is no point us striking as it would
achieve nothing.”

Serie A
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AFP, Milan

Lazio's delence of their Italian
First Division title took a near-fatal
blow Sunday with a 2-0 defeat at
Bologna seeing them lose contact
with Serie A pacesetters AS Roma
and second-placed Juventus.,
Goals from Carlo Nervo and
Giuseppe Signori left Lazio 11
points behind Roma, who had
two-goal striker Vincenzo Mon-
tella to thank for a 3-1 victory over
10-man Brescia.

Juventus, 1-0 victors at home
1o Reggina and six points behind
Roma, now look the only club
capable of denying Fabio
Capello's side a first Scudetto for
18 years

Roma's Brazilian midhelder
Assuncao opened the scoring from
a freekick before Brescia's Argen-
tinian forward Andres Yllana
equalised at the Olympic Stadium,
But after 69 minutes Montella
put Roma back in front and
Brescia's challenge further walted
when defender Fabio Petruzzi was
sent off for two bookings. Montella
added his second in injury time.
That gave Roma their seventh
consecutive win with Montella
notching five goals in three games
since he replaced the injured
(abriel Batistuta to whom he had

relused to vield the number ninc
shirt requested by the Argentinian
when he joined from Fiorentina
last summer.

¥

Capello warned: "We must still
beware of Juventus who have a
great mentality and are so used 1o
winning."

Montella joked: "I have 1o
score twice everv match because
of all the games when I did not gel
picked.”

Juventus scored their crucial
goal against Reggina after 31 min-
utes. A [reekick from French
playmaker Zinedine Zidane was
headed home by Croatian de-
fender Igor Tudor.

Reggina dominated the second
half but could not level the match
and Juve's Carlo Ancelotti admit-
ted: "Reggina played very well but
at this stage of the season for both
of usitis the result that counts.”

Bologna dominated - their
match with Lazio and it was np
surprise when midfielder Nervo
gave them a 19th-minute lead.

And Lazio's problems wors-
ened when Portuguese defender
Fernando Couto was dismissed for
a foul on Giacomo Cipriani.

Fourteen minutes from time
Signori, a former Lazio favourile,
sealed his erstwhile club’s fate.

Lazio coach Dino Zofl came
close to conceding defeat when he
said:  We must not get depressed
but we are starting to face the
reality of the Championship
situation.”

Fourth-placed Parma ham-
mered bottom club Bari 4-0 in the
Sunday evening match with Marco
Di Vaio scoring all four goals in-
cluding a first-half hat-trick.

Stefano Torrisi had already had

PHOT. AFP
Edgar Davids (L ), Juventus' Dutch star, falling after a tackle from Reggina's Ezio Brevl during their Serie A
encounter at Turin on March 11.

Lazio lose more ground

a goul disallowed when Di Vaio
began his sprec and Parma's
Cameroonian  forward  Patrick
Mboma could even atford to miss
a penalty, saved by Belgian goal
keeper Jean-Francois Gillet.

Perugia raced to a 2-0 lead
against Fiorentina through de-
fender Marco Di Loreto and Fabio
Liverani before Enrico Chiesa and
Ivory Coast international Saliou
Lassissi snatched a 2-2 draw for
the Florence club whose goal
keeper Francesco Toldo saved a
penalty from Luca Saudati.

Inter Milan dominated at
home to Verona but it was only in
first-hall injury time that Christian
Vien put them in front with a pen-
alty,

I'urkish forward Hakan Sukur
later doubled ' that lead minutes
alter Verona's Alessandro Mazzola
had been dismissed and Inter
prevailed 2-0

Udinese's Argentinian striker
Roberto Sosa grabbed his 12th
Serie A goal of the season at Lecce
but Swedish midhielder Klas Inges-
son equalised before Cristian Lu-
carclli's late penalty gave the hosts
a 2-1 victory.

On Saturday AC Milan drew 1-
I with Atdlanta in Bergamo.

Milan took the lead somewhat
lortuitously with a freak own goal

Dy Alalanta’s Stefano Lo nml bl
then Maurizio Ganz bagged an

acrobatic equaliser for the hosis

Vicenza had prevailed 2-0 al
home to fellow relegation rivals
Napoli with goals [rom Luca Tont
and Fabio Firmani

Primera Liga
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AFP. Madrid

Real Madrid maintained their five-
point lead at the top in Spain with
a classy 4-0 victory over struggling
Real Sociedad on Sunday while
Barcelona were held to a 1-1 draw
by Real Mallorca,

Second-placed Deportivo La
Cortuna kept up the pressure on
Real - and warmed up for their
crucial  European Champions
League match against AC Milan -
with a 4-1 drubbing of Numancia
on Saturday,

Real were irresistible as Vicente
Del Bosque's side put on a superb
display for their former mentor,
Sociedad's Welsh coach John To-
shack.

Fernando Morientes scored
twice before Raul headed home
the third from Portuguese star
Luis Figo's free-kick and English
international Steve McManaman
completed the scoring.

Valladolid
make history

REUTER‘;, Madrid

A penalty scored in the first min-
ute by Valladolid against Celta
Vigo on Sunday has been heralded
as the fastest in the history of the
Spanish league.

lhe penalty was awarded by
referce Medina Cantalejo after just
13 seconds when Celta defender
Fernando Caceres brought down
Alberto Lopez in the opening at-
tack of the First Division game.

Fernando  Fernandez con-
verted from the spot to put his
team ahead but Valladolid were

first home defeat of the season.

] eventually beaten 2-1. [t was their

Raul's goal rounded off an
eventiul week lor the Spanish
international, who will miss Real's
meaningless match against An-
derlecht on Wednesday alter being
suspended for a game for using his
hand to score in the 3-2 victory
against Leeds United which guar-
anteed Real quarter-final gualili-
cation.

[oshack was convinced
former charges will take their 28th
Spanish title.

i
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"Even if there are 36 points still

play for, I think Real are going to
win the championship,” he said.

“Strange things would have to
happen lor than to lose it

Socicdad meanwhile are now
third from bottom

Barcelona's draw  with Mal-
lorca leaves them fourth, 11 points
behind Real, and they appear to
have lost any hope of the title ol
even second place,

Barcelona's  Brazilian  mid-
ficlder Rivaldo scored for and
against his team. He wrned in a
cross from Alberto Luque for an
own goal in the 51st minute at the
Nou Camp but rescued his side
with a 74th-minute penalty won
by Patrick Kluivert.

Valencia remained third after
beating bottom club Osasuna 1-0
on Saturday thanks to a Kily Gon-
zalez strike 13 minutes from time.

But the performance ol Satur-
day was Deportivo's, as Walter
Pandiani and Diego Tristan each
bagged a brace of goals to outclass
Numancia in the linal 45 minutes.

The result was the perfect con-
fidence-booster for  Deportivo,
who face a crunch clash with AC
Milan at the San Siro on Tuesday
to decide which of the two teams
goes through to the Champions
League quarter-finals.

Deportivo coach Javier Trureta
will have been heartened that

Real romp past Sociedad

Pandiani and Tristan both got on
the score-sheet again Saturday.

Pandiani had been his team's
hat-trick hero in the amazing 4-3
win over Paris Saint Germain n
Furope last week, with Tnstan
scoring the winner.

Hagi in
trouble

l“':ll'l'liﬂﬁ. Istanbul

_——

Galatasaray's Gheorghe Hagi faces
a lengthy suspension lor attacking
a Turkish referee in a league
malch at the weckend, officials
said on Monday.

The 35-vear-old  Romanian
midficlder spat at referee Frol
Ersoy during his club's 2-1 win
over Genelerbirligi after a goal by
striker Hasan Sas had been disal-
lowed.

Hagi also stamped on the offi-
cial's feet and had to be dragged
from the pitch by rcam mates and
coach Mircea Lucescu. He then

compounded the  offence by
launching a verbal attack on the
referee,

“The refl's a thiel, He came to
steal three points from us bul
couldn’t. He daes this all the time,
The Federation want Fenerbahce
to win the league,” Hagi said be-
fore renewing threats to give up
playing altogether.

UEFA and Turkish champions
Galatasaray are eight points be-
hind Istanbul rivals Fenerbahce,
who lead the league with 57
points. Galatasaray have one game
in hand.

furkish officials said they
would act on the basis of the re-
port from the match referee, wich
they were expecling to receive
shortly.

Hagi has found himsell in
trouble with authorities for bad
behaviour on the pitch with in-
creasing regularity recently and

this incident could see him
banned for as long as seven
months.

That could signal an end to his
glittering career, which has in-
cluded spells at Spanish gianis
Real Madrid and Barcelona.
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GEORGHE HAGI

His contract at the Turkish
club ends mn June and he has al-
ready spoken of returning to Ro-
mania to take up coaching.

Hagi, who joined Galatasaray
in 1996, missed two Champions
League maiches this season [or
"unsportifig behaviour”. He was
also sent off in last season's ULIA
Cup final, in which the Turkish
side beat Arsenal on penalties.

Hagi apologised for his behav-
1our at the weekend, but refused to
back off from criticising referee
Ersoy, one of Turkey's most expe-
ricnced officials.

"I apologise. I lost myself...but
this referee provokes us," newspa-
pers quoted Hagi as saving.

"He's always a problem for us.
He's trying to send Hagi ofl 1o
prove he's a big referce. If you ask
me, he's no releree, just a guy who
wears black.

|-League
Antlers’ winning

start
AFP, Tokyvo

Last year's wriple champions Ka-
shima Antlers started their de-
fence of the tutle with a 2-1 come-
from-behind victory over San-
frecce Hiroshima in the J-League
lootball on Sunday.
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PHOTO . INTERNET

Hea! Madrid superstar Luis Figo ( R ) trying to make his way past a Real
Sociedad player Stephane Collate during thelr Primera Liga fixture on

March 11,

| Liverpool boss Gerard

claimed that
strugglers were denied a second-
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REUTERS

I'review of Tuesday's Group A and
Group B matches in the second
phase of the European Champians
League:

AC MILAN v DEPORTIVO
LA CORUNA

Miuan

AC Milan face Deportivo Coruna
In Group B aware that a victory
will give them a place in the quar-
ter-linals.,

But for coach Alberto Zac-
cheroni and his tcam the impor-
tance ol the match goes far be-
yond the question of progress in
this season's campaign -- failure
will almost certainly lead to mas-

sive changes at the five-times

European champions,

A draw is enough to see De-
portivo through to the last eight
and although a Milan win would

leave both sides level on nine

points, the lalians would go
through due to a better head-to-
head record, having won 1-0 in
December at the Riazor stadium --
their only previous meeting in
European competition,

But wins are proving hard 1o
come by for Milan -- they have
managed just two victories in their
last 17 league and cup matches.

Milan were far from impressive
in their 1-1 draw with Atalanta on
Saturday and the pressure on a
side wich has slumped to eighth in
Serie A was visible with skipper
Paolo Maldini and playmaker
Zvonimir Boban arguing furiously
dat the end of the game.

In contrast to Milan, Deportivo
10 Into the match on a high. They
came back from 3-0 down at half-
lime to beat Pans St Germain 4-3
on Wednesday with Uruguyan
substitute Walter Pandiani scoring
a hat-trick.

Pandiani then scored two more
as Deportivo put four past against
lowly Numancia in the league on
Saturday, but Spanish coach Javier
Irureta is still likely to choose Roy
Makaay to lead the Deportivo
attack, and use Pandiani to relieve
the Dutch striker in the second-
hall. |

The prodigiously talented
midfielder Djalminha looks to
have shaken off a niggling muscle
problem and will join his compa-
tnots Emerson and Mauro Silva in
midfield.

The experienced Mauro, who
has formed the backbone ol the
Deportivo midfield over the past
decade, says his team cannot al-

ford to play [or a4 draw.

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE PREVIEW2

GALATASARAY v PSG
Panis

Calatasaray head into Tuesday's
Group B mateh with Paris St Gor-
i assuired of advancing (o the
quarterhinals but hungry fol
three more points 1o finish top of
the group.

Lhe benefits of that are 1wo-
fold. first, they get 10 avold an-
other group winner, and secondly,
they will play at home in the sec-
ond leg of the quarter-final.

"We're comfortable now, but
there's no way we're going to let
up because we've got Lo get points
oult of this maich,” said midfielder
and captain Bulent Korkmaz, who
s actually suspended from play-
ing.

Suspended along with Kork-
maz is midfielder Okan Buruk
alter both picked up their third
yellow cards against Milan, while
striker Hasan Sas is out because of
dental surgery. The Turks also
enter the match overshadowed by
the possibility of a stff punish-
ment that could end the career of

midfield genius  Gheorghe
Hagi, alter the tempestuous Bal-
kan star kicked, spit at and
stomped on a referee during a
weekend leaguce match.

But at least Galatasaray know
they are through,

Paris St Germain have nothing
but pride to play for after being
climinated last week after their 4-3
defeat at Deportivo Coruna.

MANCHESTER UNITED v
STURM GRAZ
MANCIIESTER

Manchester United manager Alex
Ferguson insists his side are as
good as through to the quarter-
finals and will not slip up against
Sturm Graz in their final Group A
match on Tuesday.

United need to avoid being
beaten by three goals by Sturm at
Old Trafford, and Ferguson is
convinced that United's name is
already in the hat for the last eight
draw.

United have becaten Sturm on
all three previous occasions the
sides have met in the last two
seasons, all in the Champions
League. United won 2-0 at Sturm
in their last meeting in December.

With Valencia already quali-
fied, United are second in the
group on nine points, the same as

the Spaniacds, bul could lose out °
on a place in the last eight if”

Sturm, who have six points, win by
three clear goals. That would give
the Austrians a better head-to-
head record against United and
see them qualifyv in their place,
Rvan Giggs has been missing

“l;“i g bovosinmg injury and David
Beehdign, o starting 1o g o
cult to v e his mark against top
lcams

Reconrks spponents have been
finding st ess by using a strategy
of Torcinge: binn 1o cut inside and
theretore negating his dangerous
Ccrossing abidis

Ferguson now needs o find a
way of utilising United's strengths
to allow Beckham more space (o
deliver his devastating balls into
the box.

Sturm's Bosnian coach Ivica
Osim said suspended defender
Gilbert Prilasnig would be greatly
missed on Tuesday.

Prilasnig was scnt ofl last week
against Valencia for a professional
foul in the 35th minute for hauling
down John Carew as Sturm were
thrashed 5-0 by the Spaniards,

Captain and Austrian interna-
tional Ivica Vastic said he hoped
Sturim would not sulfer another
thrashing as they did against Va-
lencia.

"I hope we don't completely
ruin things and lose our prestige.
We achieved more in the Champi-
ons League this season than we
ever dreamed of achieving. 1 hope
we will be able 1o exit from this
round with some dignity,” said
Vaslic.

Last season, Sturm played their
last Champions League match -- a
first round group D game --
against United in Manchester and
lost 2-1 with Vastic scoring for the
Austrians.

“A score like that would be ac-
ceptable for us,” added Vastic.

VALENCIA v PANATHI-

NAIKOS
VALENCIA

With qualification for the quarter-
finals already assured, Valencia
host Panathinaikos in their final
match of the second phase on
Tuesday knowing that a win will
secure them first place in Group A.

First place will mean that Va-
lencia will enjoy the double bene-
fit of home advantage in the return
leg of their quarter-final in a tie
against one of the tournament’s
second-placed teams.

Valencia hit form in their
European last maich as they el-
fectively terminated Sturm Graz's
hopes of qualification with their 5-
0 drubbing of the Austrian side at
their Arnold- Schwarzenegger sta-
'dium last week et d

Panathinaikos, whe drew0-0
with Valencia in Greece, go into
their final group match with only
pride to play for. But Manchester
United will vouch for the Greeks'
commitment after a lucky escape
in Athens last week.

FA Cup

Liverpool, Spurs in last four

Le 4 Football

AFP, London

Houllier
hailed captain Robbie Fowler for
his bravery Sunday in slotting
home the 82nd minute penalty
that put Liverpool into the FA Cup
semi-finals and a clash with giant
killers Wycombe Wanderers.

Fowler was to blame for a sui-
cidal back pass that gifted Tran-
mere a cup lifeline at just 2-3
down before he stepped up to ram
home the spot kick that finally
broke the hearts of Liverpool's
fellow Merseysiders and ensured
the Premiership side a 4-2 wan.

Houllier said: "It shouldn’t
have been Robbie taking that pen-
alty, it would normally have been
Crary McAllister's job.

"But Robbic showed courage
and guts to take that penalty, par-
ticularly after he had missed a
couple of chances out there.

"Never mind saying Robbie
made a mistake, he will learn from
that, but he showed all the guts in
the world to take that late penalty.

But Houllier admitted he
breathed a sign of reliefl when
Liverpool emerged successful
from this tie.

He said: "It was a banana skin,
but there was no upset, we were
determined to avoid that.”

Houllier refused to accept that
a semi-final draw with Wycombe
was an easy passage into their
second CardilT cup final of the
season - they beat Birmingham
City in a penalty shoot last month
to win the English League Cup and
are also in the UEFA Cup quarter-
finals.

He said: "There are no under-
dogs at this stage ol a competition,

You have to respect that Wycombe
went to Leicester and won, They
deserve and will get all our re-
spect.”

Tranmere boss John Aldridge
his First Division

half penalty when the ball ap-
peared to strike Markus Babbel's
arm in the box.

He said: "I felt it was a penalty.
They then went down the other
end and got one themselves, the
releree had a good game but one
decision could have cost us a re-
play.”

Liverpool ook the lead

through a 12th minute Danny
Murphy header before Michacel

Owen made it 2-0 15 minules
later.,
A header from Tranmere's

Steve Yates gave them a lilehine
carly in the second half before

Steven Gerrard made it 3-1 to
Liverpool. However, Tranmere
substitute Wayne Allison ook

advantage ol lowler's error to
reduce the gap.

Aldrige added: "We came back
and gave it a real go. Bul we can't
keep on giving Premiership sides
two and three goal starts, this in
the end was onc game too far for
us.

"But we have done ourselves
proud. If we can now turn this into
a successful fight 1o avoid relega-
tion and take advantage ol our
games in hand, it will be a suc-
cessful season for us,”

At Upton Park, Tottenham set
up a repeat of the 1991 semi-final
against arch rivals Arsenal with a
Londoners

3-2 win over lellow
West Ham.
Sergei Rebrov scored twice,

either side of half-time and Gary
Doherty headed in Tottenham's
third.

Delighted Ukraine striker Re-
brov said: "It's one more step to-
wards the final and I think we can

do it.
"We're very confident. We
must concentratec on the next

game, which will be very hard but
we're looking forward to it.”

West Ham substitute Svetoslav
Todorov reduced the deficit to 3-2
in the 72nd minute and Totten-
ham were indebted to goalkeeper
Neil Sullivan for some superb
saves.

I don't remember much to be
honest,” said the Scotland inter-
national keeper alterwards.

“It was just backs to the wall,
we were just trying to clear our
lines and not give that final goal
away.

"We defended well when we
had to and I was fortunate to make
a couple of saves.”

West Ham had earlier got back
into the game when 38-year-old
former England defender Stuart
Pearce fired in a trademark block-
buster free-kick in the 43rd min-
e,

Despite the tension, Totten-
ham's ex-Arsenal boss  George
Graham was always confident of

Sunderland away
said: "I'm a big friend of George's
and I'm pleased for him. Against
Arsenal, anything could happen.

the resull.

"I knew we would always win
it. It was a fantastic game - a great
cup ue.

"l thought we did a lot of good
blocking and Neil Sullivan did a lot
of great saves when he had t0.”

Hammers boss Harry Red-
knapp, whose side had previously
defeated Manchester United and
from home,

"But the lads are very low and

I'm very low as well. [t's a big dis-
appointment as |
would win.

thought we

"You can’'t give away Lhree

diffi- *

goals like that and win though.
“Thevy (the players) did work
hard but the second goal was just
a long ball which was headed on.
[t was a goal out of the lower divi-
sions and 1t was poor defending.”

Inter president

assures
Tardelli

AFP. Milan

Inter Milan president Massimo
Moratti Sunday gave coach Marco
Tardelli the green light to continue
at the club for another scason,
finallv burving rumours that AC
Milan coach Alberto Zaccherom
might cross the San Siro divide,

Inter, who have no chance ol
winning a trophy this vear, hing
nonetheless started to improve in
recent weeks and have a slim
chance of qualifying for next year's
Champions League.

Speaking after the 2-0 victory
over Verona, Morati, whose tur-
bulent five-ycar reign has seen
cight coaches fired, confirmed
that he was in accordance with the
recent conlidence in the coach
eapressed by the club’s sporting
director Gabricle Oriali, a team-
mate ol Tardelli in [aly’'s 1982
World Cup winning side.

the
Moratti. “1 rate Zaccheroni but the
confiormation ol Tardelli is a lait
accompli.”

“The other day Oriali spoke in
name of the club,” said

Zaccheroni, who led AC Milan

to an unexpected Scudeuo in his
lirst season in charge two yvears
480, is expected o leave his pres-
ent club in the summer.




