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PM avoids discussion

FROM PAGE 1
Office inthe afternoon,

The prime minister was learnt (o
beslightly indisposed.

An influential minister who had
talks with the prime minister after
the cabinet meeting told The Daily
Star that chances are there for the
government 1o resign by mid-April
to pave the way for the caretaker
government to go for polls by mid-
June.

During her stay in Saudi Arabia,
the prime minister had said her
party was ready for polls before June
12, the day in 1996 when the last
general election was held. But the
Hection Commission sees June 14
as the probable date for the ensuing
election because of the fact that the
HSC examinations would run
through June 13.

Most of the ministers expected
the prime minister to open a discus-
sion on the crucial issue of election
once the official agenda of the cabi-
net meeting had been dealt with,
said a number of ministers who
altended the meeting.

Besides, political circle especially
the opposition camp was cagerly
awaiting to learn about the govern-
ment's latest stance on the issue of
election. Many opposition leaders
inquired with the press about the
maltter,

Senior leaders in the ruling
Awami league however said last

night that the election matters are
expected to be discussed at lengthin
an extended meeting of the party's
central working committee soon,

Presiding over the cabinet meet-
ing, the prime minister directed all
ministers to complete by the end of
this month the ongoing develop-
ment projects, especially those
involving the AL pledges made
during the last general clection,
meeting sources said.

She also advised her cabinet
colleagues notto undertake any new
project before the coming election.
theyadded.

Earlier, the cabinet approved a
proposal to raise monthly house
rent allowance for the Supreme
Court judges from Tk 15,000 to Tk
20,000 and car allowance from Tk
5,00010 Tk 10,000.

It also endorsed a bilateral treaty
on development and protection of
capital investment between
Bangladesh and Iran, and approved
proposed prices and targets of
internal procurement of boro rice
and wheat for the current year,

However, the cabinet did not
approve the long-pending proposal
for setting up of Grameen Adalat
(village court) as a bill on the issue
lacked a clear indication as regards
the source of funding. It advised the
Law Ministry to prepare a fresh
dralt.

FM skips reply on govt order
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there should be a peaceful solution.
Every one should exercise patience.”

When told that many western
countries do not want use ol force in
this regard, the minister said, "Use of
force has beenruled out.”

Largest Peace Keeper

Bangladesh wall emerge as the
largest contributor to U N peace-
keeping missions alter this month,
Azad said.

Bangladesh Army will send 2, 508
more troops abroad. raising the
number of UN peacekeepers from
the country o nearly 5000, The
troops will mainly go 1o Sicrra
I eone, he added.

There are now 3,419 Bangladeshi
peacekeepers abroad, ofwhom 170
are from the police force. Thirteen
military personnel and two police-
men died in overseas peacckeeping
operations and 31 were injured.

Indian Foreign Minister

Indian Foreign Minister Jaswant
Singh is likely to visit Bangladesh
towards the end of this month (o
discuss bilateral issues and also to

attend a mecting of the Joint
Economic Commission,

Responding to a quesidon, Azad
said, "There 1s every chance the
ministerwill visit this month but the
dateisyvetto be hixed murually.”

Alghanstatues

Bangladesh vesterday con-
demned the destruction ol historic
statues by the Talibans in
Afghamistan.

“Those are a world heritage. We
condemn the move,” the loreign
ministersaid.

Asked about
delaved reaction, he
outside the country.”

Foreign Secretary Syed Moazzem
Al said Bangladesh had earlier
inivated action for their (Statues)
preservation through the UNESCO.

Bangladesh’'s Permanent
Representative (o the UN Anwarul
Karim, who is here in connection
with Kol Annan's visit, said Dhaka
has co-sponsored a resolution  in
the UN General Assembly con-

Bangladesh's
saud, 1 was

demning the move by the Alghan
Talibans.

Over 1100 sued for illegal
possession of firearms

UNB, hirtagong

More than 1100 political cadres have
been sued for keeping firearms
without renewing the licence.

Ofhaals say legal action is being
taken against 2000 others for keep-
ing firearms without renewing
licence despite being asked forit.

The measures was taken on
directives from the Home Ministry
in a bid to mop up unlicensed fire-
arms under all the 20 thana areas of
the district before the forthcoming
general elections.

According to officials, holders of
5,101 firearms for which licences
were not renewed had been directed
to deposit the arms to local thana by
February 10. '

Alter scrutiny and investigation,
the district administration cancel-
led licences of B,483 guns, But, even
after repeated requests, the unli-
censed arms have not been depos-

Ctg JP
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hartal programme. Today, we sat
with JP's aity leaders at an alliance
meetng, but they did not seek our
support to any hartal programme.”

President of JP's city unit
Jahangir Alam however said he has
no part in this hartal programme.
“Khalil did not discuss with us
before calling the hartal and he
announced it on his own. Fven our
city commitiee leaders have no link
with it though we all wani release of
ourleader Ershad.”

Farmer mayor of Chittagong City
Corporation and JP leader
Mahmudul Islam Chowdhury also
sdaid he has nolink with the hartal.

The programme has created
confusion among pary supporters
here, sources said,

ied.
Administrative olficials at a
meeting last week decided to file

cases agamnst 1,132 owners of fire-

arms on specilic charges of illegal
use.
Thana oflicials were also asked 1o

keep close watch on the movement
of the owners of firearms.

Licences for 5,138 guns, 1,471
pistols revolvers and 1,877 rifles

have solar beencancelled.

Police sources said cadres of

political parties, businessmen and

representatives of local government

are in possession of these illegal

drI'ms,

Ershad
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about 18 cases. Ershad remained
behind the bars from December 12,
1990 till January 9, 1997. During the
BNP regime, Ershad did not get any
bail in any of these cases. However,

alter the AL came to power, he was
granted bail inall the cases.

He was acquitted of charges in an
arms case but was found guilty in
three graft cases. Of the three grafi
cdases, two are pending with the High
Court while in the other the Janata

Tower case he was handed down a

five-year imprisonment and asked
to pay Tk 5.5 crore fine, failing which
he was 1o serve six more months in
jail, He was sent back to jail on
November 20 last year,

The other cases are now under
trial indifferent courts.

Alter serving three months in jail
owing (o non-payment of the line,
Ershad received the release order
alter payment of the fine for the
remaining three months on March
L. However, the government put him
under a one-month detention
under the Special Powers Act hours
alterhereceived release order.

|

force for Palestinians

AFP, Cairo

Arab foreign ministers renewed an
appeal here Monday for an interma-
tional protection force for the
Palestinians and warned the United
States against moving its embassy
from Tel Aviv o Jerusalem.

The loreign ministers were meet-
ing at Arab League headquarters (o
prepare for an Arab summit in
Amman on March 27,
which is expected to focus on the
Palestinian upnsing against Isracl
and the crumbling UN sanctions on
lraq.

“Arab countries together address
the United Nations Security
Council, asking it to meet immedi-
ately 1o study ways to set up an
international force to protect the
Palestinian people,” the Arab
L eague said ina Statement.

“"Arab ministers have (also)
decided 1o make direct contact with
the United States, Russia and the
European Union, to ask them to take
a stand against Isracli measures,
especially the blockade of the terri-
tories,” itadded.

Israel has imposed a military
blockade on the West Bank and Gaza
Strip since the latest Palestinian
uprising crupted on September 28,
preventing Palestinians from work-
ing in Israel and taking a heavy
economic tollon them.

The appeal for a protection force
follows a similar one issued at the
last Arab summit here in Cairo on
October 21-22, and amounted to a
diplomatic challenge to Israel.

israclhi radio reported Monday
that Israel’s hardline Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon set down cefforts (o
“prevent an internationalisation of
the conllict” asone of the live priori-
ties for his new government.

Sentor Palestiman ollicial Farug
Qaddumi meanwhile denounced
“Israel’s arbitrary and dan-
gerous military actions,” which are
“dividing the West Bank into 40
parts, and the Gaza Strip into live
parts.”

The secretary general of the Arab
| eague, Esmat Abdel Meguid,
opened the meeting here warning
the United States and other coun-
tries against moving their embassies

in Israel from Tel Avivio Jerusalem.

“The United States, Russia, the
European Union, all countries in the
world, as well as international and
regional organisations, should
expect disastrous consequences for
the region and for the interests of all
the countries of the world in the
region, if embassics are moved to
Jerusalem, " AbdelMeguid said.

Jerusalem has already proven 1o
be anexplosiveissue,

The uprising started aflier
Sharon, before his election last
month as prime minister, visited a
site holy to both Jews and Muslims
in September in a move scen as
pressingan Israeli claim to the entire
clry.

Palestinians want east Jerusalem
as the capital of a future state.

Arab officials say that under UN
Resolutions 242 and 338, east
lerusalem is part of the occupied
territonies, and that under Security
Council Resolution 478 any measure
that allects the holy city's status is
illegal.

US Secretary ol State Colin
Powell, when questioned in

Arab FMs appeal for protection

Congress last Wednesday, said
President George W. Bush was com-
mitted to moving "the embassy to
the capital of Israel, which is
Jerusalem.”

Some 435 people, most of them
Palestinians, have been killed in
more than five months of bloodlet-
Lng.

On Iraq, Esmat Abdel Meguid
said "the Arab nation's obligation is
1o work toward ending the suffering
of the Iraqi people and obtain an
end (o the military actions against
Iraq, which occur outside the UN
framework.”

He was referring to frequent air
strikes US and British pilots bave
staged in the last two years against
Iraqi anti-aircralt and other targets
which Washington and London say
are threatening the enforcement of
no-fly zones.

Fhe allies set up the air exclusion
zones after the 1991 Gull war 1o
protect Iragi Shiite Muslims in the
south and Kurds in the north but
they have no specific UN
authorisation.
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FHOTO AFP

An injured Palestinian protester is evacuated during a demonstration held at a road between the West Bank town of
Ramallah and Bir Zeit yesterday. Eleven Palestinians were injured, one seriously, in clashes that erupted between
Israeli troops and demonstrators trying to reopen a West Bank road during a protest against the tightening of a clo-

sure on the city of Ramllah.

Wahid refuses to resign

Protest rocks Jakarta

M: R Jakaria

Thousands of Indonesian students
ook to the streets Monday calling
for a national strike to force the
resignation of the embattled
President Abdurrahman "Gus Dur”
Wabhid.

But a defiant Wahid, speaking as
an estimated 10,000 student pro-
lesters massed outside the tightly-
guarded presidential palace, Natly
ruled out stepping down.

“The students who are calling tor
my resignation are just asmall group
... I will not resign. My duty is to
maintain Indonesia's territorial
integrity,” Wahid said.

Anti-Wahid protests also took
place in at least two other
Indonesian cities, as the Mnancial
markets reflected the political jit-
LeTs.

The Jakarta stock markel
plunged 4.2 per cent 1o a two-year
low and the rupiah sagged 10 10,500-
10,600 10 the dollar,

some 1,000 workers from the
Indonesian Independent Labour
Union (Gaspermindo) joined the
students, urging Wahid to resign and
accusing him of failing 1o imprave
workers' welfare

“Stop Talking, Just Resign!” read
the words scrawled on an effigy of

Contact with abductors

FROM PAGE 1
one of the hostages. Nils Hulgaard of
Denmark, immediately as he was
fecling sick. However, no comments
were made on the point during the
routine press brieling. The sources,
however, said they were regularly
supplving  food, medicines and
ather essentials through the tribal
NCROLIALOrS.

In a rclated development, the
secunty oflicials said they  have

Jail Killing Case
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Central Jailon November 3, 1975,
The then DIG (Prison) Kazi Abdul
Awal filed the Jail Killing Case with
Lalbagh thanaon November 4, 1975,
Metropolitan PP Quamiral 1slam
appeared for the state while
Advocatle T M Akbar, Haji Nazrul
Islam, Abdul Majid Munshi, A B M
Sharfuddin Khan Mukul and S M
Tafiqul Islam for the accused.

-

located the suspected hideout of the
hostage keepers in remole
Daijyapara under Rangamati
despite earlicr reports that the
kidnappers had shifted 1o
Lakkhichari under Khagrachhari
romthe Kalapahar area.

“Anvway the suspected hideout
Is within aur cordon,” said a security
ofhoal prelermmg anonymity.

Head of the Political Section of
Britsh I hgh Commission in Graham
Clough urged the Press 1o help the
rescue intiatves through present-
ing “objective reports” and not
basedonany " imagination,”

Speaking at the briefing, he
thanked Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina lor her imitiatives to tackle
the crisis and said Britain was satis-
fied with government’s efforts in
rescuing the hostages unhuorl.

Danish nationals lTorhen
Mikkelson and Nils Hulgaard and
British citizen [im Selby, all working
for the Damish roads and highway
farm KAMPSAX, were abducted by
tribal gunmen for ransom.

Kofi
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keeping operations besides carrying
out many UN sponsored activities,”

Annan will be flving in from
Kathmandu by a special aireralt on
the third leg of his Tour-nation South
Astan tour. His first stop was in
akistan lfollowed by Nepal. He will
leave Dhaka lor New Delhi on March
15 and will address a press conler-
ence at the airport prior 1o his
departure,

Two former UN secretary gener-
als who visied Bangludesh were
hurtWaldheim and Perez de Cuellar,

His Dhaka itinerary includes a
courtesy call on President
Shahabuddin Ahmed, a mecting
with Prime Minister Shickh Hasina
and talks with key olficials of the
Foreign Ministry.

Kofi Annan will deliver a lecture
on the importance of "Sustainable
Environment” on March 14 at the

Wahid burned by the students.

National Assembly speaker and
Wahid's staunchest critic, Amien
Rais, went to the protest site with a
busload of members of parliament
and told the crowds that Wahid's
mandate would be withdrawn if he
refused lostep down

Wahid, alter attending a cabinel
meeting, said the country would fall
apart if he resigned, but said a pro-
posed fuel price hike scheduled lor
April would be postponed unti
October.

He also said that Vice President
Megawati Sukarnoputri, who has
received considerable
public backing 1o replace Wahid,
would play a larger decision-making
role in the running ol the country.

Jakarta police said 4,000 person-
nel had been deployed at strategic
points in the capital, and its chiel,
Inspector General Mulyono
Sulaiman, said police would do what
thev could to prevent “anarchy.”

Reinforced by the military, they
halted a rock throwing incident
between anti-Wahid protestors and
some 250 Muslim supporters ol the
president in front ol the palace

“"We have come to the conclusion
that Gus Dur must go.” said Tanlik
Riyadi, leader of the student union
atthe state University of Indonesia,

e — e e —— — —

International Conterence Centre
and lay the loundation stone of the
Mother Language Institute at city's
Segun Bagichaon March 15,

Annan will also lay wreath at the
Natonal Memorial at Savar,

Fhe Secretary General will visi
the Choto Kalampur Ashrayan
project. He will however not see any
specific UN projects but will be
meeting the heads of UN baodies in
Bangladesh,

Bangladesh is presently the
second largest conpibutor to UN
peacekeeping missions after Poland
and Is expected 1o emerge as the
largest contributor next month afier
another battalion of troops go 1o
Sivera Leone, Besides, Bangladesh is
d current non-permanent member
ol theSecurity Council,

Annun will visit the Rajendrapun
Peacckeeping Training Centre of the
Bimgladesh Army and witess a

\
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“The country is in a sorry state
Because ol that we are calling for a
national strike so that Gus Dur will
voluntarily resign, " he said.

As dusk fell, one car was burned
and another car and a motorcycle
damaged, as students heading for
parliament clashed with unidenti-
hed rock throwers,

The students then regrouped at
parliament, and more than 2,000 of
them flooded into the grounds,
where they setup camp.

"Amien Rais has given us the
green light 1o stay the night,” Sigit
Adiprasetyo, the president of the
Bandung Institute ol Technology
students  union said.

"We're planning to stay here until
we hear a decision from the palace
on Gus Dur's decision to resign,”
Edri Sumtra of the University of
Indonesia told AI'P: "We are hoping
that the numbers will build up hike in
1998, he added, relerring 1o the
mass student sit-in at parliament
that contributed 1o the ouster ol
tormer president Suharto.

In the city of Makassar on
Sulawesi island, some 500 students
staged a stimilar anti-Wahid protest
outside the local TV station, and in
Semarang, the capital of Central Java
some 200 students rallied at the local
state radio.

tramingdemonsiration.

Fhe UN secretary general and his
wile Nane Annan will atend a din-
ner hosted by Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasinam theirhonour,

Bangladesh has a major UN
presence in several spheres through
such organisations as the UNDPR
UNICLEE, UNHCR, UNESCO, 110,
WHOand UNTPA.

Annan who began his term on
January 1, 1997, hails lrom
the Alrican country ol Ghana, for-
merly known as Gold Coast,  He s
the seventh secretary general of the
United Nations and the first secre-
tary general to be elected from the
ranks ol the United Nations stall,

Annan joined the Unned
Natons svstemin 1962 as an admin-
istrative and budget otheer with the
Waorld Health Organisation in
Gieneva,

Although Annan's visits to

Jalal Murder
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that the death was not natural, it was

a pre-planned murder. The victim
was murdered by some peoplein the
pre-planned way. In the above
circumstances, Siddiqui failed a
regular case against some unidenti-
hed people with Ramna thana on
March 16, 1999 as per directive of the
N

Jalal, a source and driver of the
DB ol DMP was beaten 1o death and
his body was foundin the water tank
on the roof-1op of the DB office. Jalal
was Killed reportedly over sharing ol
SOUTCE Money.

\ll the accused inspector Ziaul
Ahsan, havildar Billal, constable
Abdur Roul and canteen manager
Anwar lHossain were present in the

. court during the hearing.

\dditional PP Mohammad Shah

- Alam lalukder, APP Abdur Rashid

|
|

Badsha Miah appeared for the state
while Advocate Mahbub Ahmed,
Shanum Ahsan, Sheikh Baharul
ISTam and 'MA Kamrul Hasan' Khan
Aslam for the accused.

Chetia
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trial till March 29 due to absence of
witnesses and the complainant in
the case, a police officer,

Chetia 1s serving a six-vear jail
term l[or illegally entry and a three-
year term for illegal possession ol
loreign currencies.

His two associates Babul
Sharma and Laxmi Prasad Goswami
-- were also sentenced to six years'
jail term each for illegal entry but
acquittedin the second case.

Textbooks
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by any means. So it did not go for
strict monitoring and quality con-
trol, they said.

The Pustaka failed to maintain
quality as it allegedly sold the allot-
ment letters to small printing firms,
mostly engaged in notebook busi-
Nness.

Officials of NCTB could not be
contacted for comments on the
iIssue,

Liaison body

FROM PAGE 1

Jamaat and Abdul Kader of 10].
UNB adds: The meeting con-

demned "government's failure” in
arresting those involved in the firing

on a BNP procession Irom a ruling
party procession led by Dr H B M
[qbal MP, which left four dead in
Malibagh area in the city.

It also demanded "trial of difler-
ent Killings and firing incidents by
thesons ol ruling party leaders.”

he meeting called upon all
sections of people to make success
the opposition’s ‘grand rally’ in
Dhakaon March2].

nan arrives today

akistan and Indiahas whipped up a
degree ol international media atien-
lon and are seen as attempts 1o
convince both the countries 1o
sign the CTBIL the efforts ol the
secretary general, nearly three vears
alter the nuclear blasts are likely 1o
be considered by many as "too little,
toolute,”

Annan's trip to South Asia is also
bemg seen by many South Asian
diplomats as part of his campaign
tor re-election for asecond ternm,

When asked about Bangladesh's
position as regards his re-electian,
the foreign minister declined (o say
anything "now.”

Many Asian nations believe it is
the region's tm (0 have its own
candidate lor the United Nations,
whose current membership stands
aUI8H The only Asian to have served
as secretary general was U Thant
from neigbouring Myanmar.

—
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WB hints at low lending

FROM PAGE 1

The Bank, in the CAS, termed
controlling fraud and corruption
within IDA-flinanced projects “a
critical priority,” as fundamental
reform of civil service and gover-
nance islikely to take time,

“IDA's efforts to strengthen the
prior review process and intensify
ex-post reviews have sent a clear
signal (o the borrower and imple-
menting agencies. In FY00, 24 con-
tracts were declared as
misprocurement and USS 3.1 mil-
lioncancelled from various credits.”

The Bank said CAS's overarching
objective is to help Bangladesh
reduce poverty substantially within
one generation through consolida-

tion gains in human development,
implementing an integrated
approach to rural development and
accelerating and broadening private
scclor-led growth.

The Bank also felt confronia-
tional and non-reformist politics,
weak governments and powerful
vested interest obstructed the
much-needed reforms.

“Along with acute political con-
flict and consequently weakened
governments, the powerful influ-
ence of vested interests has pre-
vented the implementation of
reforms widely recognised as neces-
sary to accelerate growth and pov-
erty.”

Kalparanjan briefs PM
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Nils Hulggard of Denmark and
Briton Tim Selby - were discussed
bul peaceful resolution of the crisis
was underlined by cabinet mem-
bers, whoruled out use of force,

New attempts are being made (o
free the hostages through negotia-
tions via intermediaries with the
abductors, the minister said. There
had been contact made with the
Kidnappers via intermediaries since
the last contact on March 4. During
the meeting use of force was again
ruled out by the PM who put empha-
sis on negotiated settlement of the
crisis, the sources said.

[hey said that some ministers
noted that the hostage taking was
related to a deliberate attempt by
certain gquarters in the hills 1o
embarrass the government belore
the elections,

Some of them blamed
Jyotirindriyo Bodhipriyo Larma also
known as Shantu Larma for engi-
neering the crisis in connivance
with anti-peace elements.

A highly placed source said that
authorities were making efforts in a
coordinated way and expected that
the hostages would be freed soon.

Meanwhile, sources in CHT said
that Shantu Larma has agreed 10
lend his hand in freeing the hostages
‘unolficially’ after his meeting with
Army Chiel L1, General Harunor
Rashid at Rangamati on Sunday.

But he complained about lack of
authority to supervise law and order
in the CHT as per anticle 22(D) of the
Regional Council for CHT Act, 1998.
He 1s yel to be vesied with the
authority by the government, he
complained.

Interne docs of-
Osmani Medical
College begin

indefinite strike
UNB, sviler

Interne doctors of Osmani Medical
College Hospital have started indefi-
nite work abstention from Sunday
lollowing the assault of one of their
colleagues by the relatives
patient

Hospial sources said the agi-
lated relatives ol a cardiac patient
alleging neghigence ol the doclors
wentl on rampage and assaulied an
miermne doctor alter the patient’s
sudden denuse an Sunday morming

tollowing the incdent, interne
went on the indelinite

0l a

[TI.H., tl:l‘*.
sinke,

Killers of FF
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area lor a living. His family member
said that Mannan was killed only
because he protested against the
drug trade at the BNP slum. Earlier,
Mannan had narrowly escaped
death when drug traders attacked
him.

Also there is no trace of the vic-
um's elder son whom the racketeers
abducted nine months ago, they
said. It is feared that they killed him
{00,

Leaders alleged that police are
reluctant to arrest the culprits as
they receive handsome kickbacks
from drug traders on a monthhy
basis.

Bangladesh Muktijoddha
Sangsad Central Command Council
members Mirza Mujibur Rahman
and Mosharrafl Hossain, convenor ol
Mohammadpur area unit Mainul
Hag and Mannan's brother Faruk
[Hossain were present among others
at the conlerence.

Sikder's family
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“right place” to asked for any infor-
mation regarding the incident. They
said the matter has been setted
“amucably’.

Sadek's car was stopped at the
Jahangir Gate at the cantonment
and he along with two of his associ-
ates were held there lor over eight
hours. They were later brought to
Gulshan thana and released,

I'he Special Branch ol police and
NSI have been asked to investigate
the incident and submit separate
reports, police sources said,

Child roasted
alive, 200
shanties gutted
in city slum fire

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A child was roasted alive and more
than 200 shanties were gutted in a
deny dsidiimg fire at Babul's slum at
Nakhalpara in the city early hours of
vesterday.

A hilty-yvear-old woman also
received serious burn injury. She
was admitied 1o the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital, Fire Brigade
sources said

'he fire oniginated at abour 2:20
am vesterday and continued till 4:45
. Fire Bngade could not cenlirm
COJdUse' s TTh* lire

Fire Brigade csiimated
the loss ol property worth about Tk

25 lakh.

Charge sheet
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masterminded the murder of
Shamsur Rahman. They hired and
financed the killers in cooperation
with Hasan Syndicate of smugglers
ol Jessore and Kotchandpur Hundi
Syndicate.

Dr Shamsuddoha Khandaker ol
CID said some unholy forces formed
an alliance to kill journalist Shamsur
Rahman. Litu and Hirak of Khulna
played keyrole in the conspiracy to
murder the journalist, he said.

I'he 15 arrested accused are :
Zalir Badsha, Benzin Khan, Monir
Hossain Mona, Shahidul, Kana Bbu,
All Hossain, Mizanur Rahman Tota,
Ashraful Islam, Mizanur Rahman,
Rafique, Afioze, Melo Babu,
Shukkur, Jahangir and Anarul.

Opposition rally
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upcoming election and form a
coalition government under the
leadership of Khaleda Zia. He called
upon all 1o beef up the street pro-
eSS,

Jamaat secretary general Ali
Ahsan Mujahid warmned of a greater
and tougher programme starting
from the March 21 joint public
meeting if the AL fails to resign
before then.

'he rally was addressed, among
others, by BNP leaders Mirza Abbas,
Selima Rahman, Amanullah Aman,
Salahuddin Ahmed and Abdus
Salam, 1P leaders ABM Ruhul Amin
Howladar, Saiftur Rahman and
Taibur Rahman, Jamaat leaders ATM
Azharul Islam, Jasimuddin sarkar
and ATM Masum, 10) leaders
Ahmed Abdul Qader, Abdur Rab
Yusufi and Shawkat Amin and Jagpa
leader Asadur Rahman.

The rally over, leaders and activ-
ists of the alliance hmusjll out a
procession and chanted various
anti-government slogans

SOLITCH
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Pre-polls showdown
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with the BCL.

Its leaders at a press conlerence
in the city recenty demanded imme-
diate rehabilitation of all the ousted
and displaced activists 1o their
respective halls

“We want o see all the ousted
JCD leaders and workers rehabil
tated in their halls as per the tipar
tite agreement with the authorities

and the BCL in 1997." said
Polls nearing
FROM PAGE 1

When contacted, the CEC said
carlier the Commission has 1o
depend on the civil administration
to conduct almost all the polls. He
emphasised direct recruitment ol
ollicialsforthe 1 ¢,

Meanwhile, the tenure al nwvo ol
the three Plection Commissioners
Abidur Rahman and Mushiat
Ahmed Chowdhury expires on Apri
1 5.

1T he

other Election

Commnussioner is Shahuar Rahman.

Shahabuddin Laltu, the gencral
secretary of JCD.

I'he deal never bore [ruits alleg-
edly because ol the BCL'S non-co-
operation,

ICD also placed their demand
before the DU Vice Chancellor
Professor AKX Azad Chowdhury
whoenitsleaders methim last week.

Sources say that the JCD would
strike soon alter the formation of
carctaker government. To prevent
the oflensive pohncally, the BCL
high command has asked the hall
unit leaders and activises to remain
alert and bolster organisational
activities at their respective dormi-
(Ories.

Neutral observers are feartul of
violent confrontations between the
bitter rivals as history suggests
likewise. But the DU authorites are
conlident ol neutralising the threat,

‘1 will not allow any wolence on
the campus,” said Professor
Chowdhury while talking to The
Daily Star. "Il necessary we will
intensily security measures.
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