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Did U Know?

mtb.ll..‘i AP PR SE T S
Willicuns  sisters == Venus  and
Serena -+ went head-to-head in

the 1999 Lipron Championships
finals, the first time since 1884 that
sisters met in a major final. Venus,
then 18, beat Serena, who is onc
year younger than her. On S¢p-
tember 11, 1999, Serena won (he
first of the Williams Slams at the
US Open final. She also became
the first black woman since Althea
Gibson to win a Grand Slam title,
lhe next day she teamed up with
her big sister to win the US Open
doubles title. And with that double
triumph. they heralded the begin-
qning of a new cra in women's ten

nis.
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PHOTO ANISUR RAHMAN

Australian High Commissioner Robert Flynn writing down his words for Sir Donald Bradman in the condolence
book at the High Commission in the city on Monday.

Calls to keep it open

| PM's Cup Hockey

Most teams due
Thursday

Sroirs Re I'nIITI R

Egvpt will arrive hL‘I’l‘ as the FrSI of
the cight foreign teams on Thurs-
day morning to take part in the
Prime Minister's Gold Cup Hockey
Tournament scheduled to begin at
the Moulana Bhasani National
Stadium from March 10,

Pencilled in Group B for the
first round along with Pakistan,
Malaysia, Ireland and China,
Egypt will play their first match
against Malaysia on March 11 at 4
|'Iln.

Hosts Bangladesh, who have
been slated in Group A with India,
Japan and Scotland, will play in
the inaugural match against Japan
at 3:30 pm on March 10,

Pakistan, China, Scotland, Ire-
land, Malaysia will also arrive on
I'hursday while India and Japan
arc due the day alter.

Meanwhile, Bunhl idesh  na
Hional team is enjoying a live-day
| id-ul-Azha holiday. They will
return to their hotel on March 8
night.

Cricket camp

| resumes on
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PHOTO STAR

Groundsmen removing dirt from the surface of the astro-turf of the Moulana Bhasani National Hockey Stadium
yesterday. The nine-nation Prime Minister's Gold Cup Hockey Tournament begins at the stadium on March 10.

Saurav on his mettle

'Weak turnout to sign

Viswanathan Anand

ymdian champion chess player)
Flris victory was missing in i
restanty ) 57 '
After winning the FIDE World
Chess Championship.
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March 6
ESPN

Senie A Hghlights
200 pm
Aston Villza vs Sunderiand
Enghsh Premiership
Repeat at 200 pm

Star Sports
Harsha Online
Cricket Talk Show
830 amand 1:00 pm
Departvo vs Mallorca
Pnmera Liga
8:30 pm

March 7

ESPN
Football Focus
Live at 1:00 am
Arsenal vs Spartak Moscow

UEFA Champs' League

Live at 1:30 am
Bayem Munich vs Lyon
UEFA Champs’ League

400 am and 900 pm

. Star Sports

i Boycs & Sunny Masterclass
y Cricket Talk Show

i 8:30 pm

j Deportivo vs Mallorca

: 830 am

‘ SEE PAGE 15
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Competition 145

v Tick the Correct Answers
Post to e Daiy S4ar
Win attractive prizes
Competition closes at 8 pm
March 9, 2001 and draw
shortly afterwards
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Bangadeshbeat Mongoliain the
2002World Cup qualifier

I»larCh 1 1 I' |I CriCkEt of the Indian tcam for the crucial "What can the bowlers do il the
- | sl batsmen don't put up enough
SPORTS REPORTER AFP New Delhi _ \ victory for Steve Waugh's runson the board
F vt _ N India's beleaguered cricket cap- men  al tht-_ Eden Gardens will During India’s tour of Australia
I Bangladesh national cricket team | .0 Sayrav Ganguly is looking 10 hand Australia their first series on  last season, Ganguly managed just

\é | Y Y} Cricket

Smn IS REPORTER

Ihe Australian High Commission
on Monday opened a condolence
book at its Guishan office for
cricket lovers who desire to pay
their respect for Sir Donald Brad-
man

But the response was unex-
pectedly low. There were hardly
any cricketer, let alone a fan of the
legendary Australian batsman,
found in the High Commission.

The Daily Star phatwgraphcr
Anisur Rahman, whe went to the
diplomatic area anficipating a

rush, was bewildered alter not

secing a single person to lake a
S,

When he reached there al
around 12 noon he discovered that
only seven persons have signed
the book. The notable signatory
among those was BCB joint sec-
retary Mahmud Ul Hugq. The book
was opened from 9am to 3 pm.

Although the poor turnout has
certainly put the Australian High
Commission in a puzzled siate,
many [eel that it was not an ideal
time for the book to be opened
with the Lid vagation looming

“Fwas actuallvinomad rush to
go home. | was so worried aboul

getting a transport that | simply
forgot  about the condolence
book”, said Bangladesh captain
Naimur Rahman,

While taking to the Daily Start
over telephone from Manikgan),
Naimur requested the Australian
High Commission to re-open the
condolence book for another day
after the Eid vacation.

Meanwhile a number ol cricket
bulls have called the Daily Star
olfice to. put forward their sugges-
tion that the condolence book be
opened at the Bangladesh Crickel
Board (BCB) office considering the
convenience of the general public.
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Moin & Co mauled

EY Y} Cricket

AFP. ( Ieristchurch
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IWwho clinched the Paris Imluru
Open title?
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New Zealand A took just 25 min-
utes to inflict an embarrassing
innings and 54 run deleat on Paki-
stan on the final day of their three-
day cricket tour match here Mon-
day.

New Zealand A bowlers Chris
Drum and Andrew Penn took hve
wickets for 16 runs between them
as Pakistan plummeted from 108
for four overnight to be all out for
124 in the space of 27 balls.

Compounding Pakistan's woes
was the absence of experienced
opener Saeed Anwar, who didn't
bat after injuring his groin while
ficlding Sunday.

Drum ended with eight wickets
for the match after second-innings
figures of four for 42, while Penn
took three wickets Monday to end

with four for 44 and seven for the
maich.
Pakistan trailed by 70 runs

Monday, and it took until just the
third over for New Zealand A to
make further inroads.

Penn took wickets in succes-
sive balls when he bowled Younis
Khan for four then had Mushtaq
Ahmed caught by Lou Vincent al
third slip.

Stand-in captain Waqgar Younis
survived the hat-trick ball but in
the next over Drum got in on the
act, removing Saqlain Mushtaq
and Arshad Khan in the space ol
four balls.

Saglain had a wild swing and
Wads !“fl'u";ll'l.i :Hui _\I'thd Hlil.f!"[t'l.i
the same late when he tried to

tn the ball to leg.
Pakistan’s misery was sealed in
next over when tailender Mo

hammad Sami edged Penn to Glen
Sulzberger at first slip

IU'S true did not have
senior plavers playing this three
day maltch,” said Pakistan coach

wi Our

SEE PAGE 15
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PHOTO .ﬁFP
Pakistan's Mohammad Sami (L) and Waqar Younis leaving the ground

after their side were beaten by New Zealand A on Monday.

Pakistan injury-struck

Wasim, Anwar and Azhar to fly home

l(/] Tennis

REUTERS, Karachi

Pakistan's leading strike bowler
Wasim Akram, opener Saeed An-
war and young all-rounder Azhar
Mahmood are going home belore
the first Test against New Zeal, ind
hecause of injury.

"Wasim, Saeed and Azhar
Mahmood have been ruled out of
further participation. They will be
back (home) before the first Test,
Pakistan  Cricket  Board (PCH)
¢hairman Taugir Zia said,

The first of three Tests agaimst
New Zealand begins in Auc kland

on Thursday.

Zla said the board had also de-
cided 1o bring home ofl-spinne
Arshad Khan, who flew to New
Zealand only last week, aler the

eninner Saglain Mushtag hit

pood  form the team's  lasl
match,

Ihere is no need for Arshad
now alter Saglain Mushtaq passed
his litness test and indicated with
his performance that he was back
to his old magical form,” Zia said
relerring to spinner’s [our-wickel
haul against New Zealand A on
‘\hlluid"_s'_

\rshad bowled just seven overs
in the match, which Pakistan losi
by an innings and 54 runs.

Zia said Akram, who has 409
Test wickets, had a side strain, as
did Mahmood. Anwar, a scorer of
3,890 runs, had sulfered a groin
injury. ;

"We have been informed by the
tcam management that the spe-
clalists there have confirmed that
they can't take the field for at least
four to six weeks," Zia said,

IThe Pakistan cricket selectors
named 33-year-old batsman ljaz

in

Ahmad,

middic-order  batsman
Faisal Igbal, lefi-handed opener
| auleeq Umer and paceman Fazl-
e-Akbar replacements.  They
were scheduled o leave for Auck
land on Monday night.

“ljaz has been recalled because
of his experience. In the absence
of Anwar and an injured Inzama
mul Hagq, the team requires some:-
one who has tasted the rigours ol
l'est cricket,” Zia said.

Inzamam, Pakistan vice-
captain, remains a doubtiul starter
for the first Test after sustaining a
groin injury during the fourth one-
day international which New Zea-
land won

laz, who has scored 3,282 runs
in 58 Tests, was dumped after the
Smigapore tri-nation series in July
last year and was not considered
for October's 1CC knock-out Lour-

nament L and the home  series
" SEE PAGE 15
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will begin its final preparations for
the upcoming tour of Zimbabwe
at the Bangladesh Krira Shikkha
Protisthan (BKSP) from March 11,
coach Imran Sarwar revealed i
Monday.

I'wenty cricketers were called
up in the primary camp which
began early last month, The crick-
eters mostly had gym works and
swimming exercises other than
nets during the last four weeks
under the supervision ol coach
Imran. They were given a five-day
Eid holidays on Sunday.

| he cricketer will gather again
al the Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) on March 10 afternoon and
0o down to the BKSP on the same
evening

| alking to The Daily Star Sport
on Monday, Sarwar said that he
has already drawn up the training
plan for the cricketers which will
be held in BKSP.

‘We have little more than two-
week time which we want to utilise
fully belore we leave for Zim
babwe,” Imran said.

He, however, added that things
might change once newly ap-
pointed national coach Trevor
Chappell arrives from Australia n
the middle of March.

BCB is yet to confirm when the
lormer Australian cricketers would
join his new job.

SAARC B'ball
Bangladesh vs
India final

Sromrts REProORTER

Bangladesh paved their way into
the hinal of the first SAARC Basket-
ball Championship with a 71-61
win over Maldives in the second
semifinal at the Guwahati Indoor
Stadium in Assam yesterday,
cording to a message last night.

Bangladesh led the first half 33-

dC-

Rashed caged highest 28 points
followed by Mizan and Delwar
who added nine and 8 points re-
spectively.

Bangladesh will take on hosts
India in today's final at the same
virnue.

Satellite channel DD-1  will

telecast the match live from 5 pm
INT.

Sirajganj cricket

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sirajganj

Our CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Avijatrik  Club of Hossampui
clinched the Ashraf Electronics
Cricket Tournament title with an
exciting four-run win over Agradul
Club in the final at the Sirajgan)
University College ground on
Monday,

Avijatrik Club made 113 all out

in 25 overs after electing to bat. In
their turn, Agradut were shot oul
for 109in 25 overs.
Abu M Golam Kibria, chairman
Sirajganj  Municipality, wit-
nessed the final as chief guest and
handed over the trophies,

Satkhira cricket

ol

Aryans Club lifted the First Divi-
sion Cricket League title with a
facile nine-wicket win over Rasul-
pur Krira Sangstha in the final at
the Satkhira Stadium on Monday.

Chasing Rasulpur’'s 113 in 35

regain his batting form when he
leads the Board presidents team

Indian media both for his lacklus
tre captaincy and poor

against
Bombay

| est
men

the first
Waugh's
week.

dl

to play in Tuesday's

tice ‘ahead ,of, the' second

starting dt the Eden Gardens
Calcutta next Sunday

on Wednesday, are keen to set

against the Australian attack.

in a three-day maitch against the

touring Australians here [rom
[uesday
Ganguly was targeted by the

batting
during India's 10-wicket defeat in
sleve

las!

Ganguly, who made just eight
in the two innings, himsell asked
warm-up
game to gain useful match prac-
[[es)
In

['he national selectors, who wall
pick the squad for the second Tesl

how the elegant left-hander lares

Ganguly has already been
named captain for the entire se
rics., but his form with the bal

could determine the composition

Indian soil since
won in 1969-/0

Il Ganguly
seleclors may

runs up g

Thr '_1r'- Hll

Bill Lawrv's team

good form
() pid)

177 runs at
frrjrn three

an average of 29,

[ est matches

50)
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SAURAV GANGULY

five | viers at Calcuttain a ! d i
||".- 1N SCTICS

Plaving live bowlers 1S an op-
tion, but it all depends on how
well the batsmen lare, selector
Madan Lal said

| he
missed

alcutta-based Ganguly
Monday's morning flight

to Delhi, forcing him to skip the
board team’'s training session at
the Ferozeshah Kotla ground
The home team also includes
leg-spinner Narendra Hirwani
who was not plaved in the first
['est des) being recalled to the
national squad alter ive years
F'he Australians took a day ofl
on Mondayv to wvisit the Ta) Mahal
the famous tounst attraction in
nearbv Agra
They will, go 1into the maich
without lLirst | her m Gils
christ. who is recovering from a
hip Ijun
Gilchrist's pl behind
SIL S il be taken N ew
S Jales wicket-keeper Brad
who Hies 1er A
i m Svdi
Both ecams will name their
pla y 1S | 'I 1SS
sda

overs, the winners overhauled the
target in the 22nd over making 118
for the loss of only one wickel.
Akhtarul scored highest 63.

\bdul  Matin  Chowdhury,
Deputy Commissioner of Satkhira,

witnessed the final and distributed
pl'ih'h.
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Ranatunga in Colombo on Monday.

“"I Cricket
AFP, colombo

Thousands of Sti Lankan students
took to the streets here Monday
denouncing the island'’s crickenng
legend Arjuna Ranatunga for al-
legedly beating up students who
sent a cricket ball to his com-
pound.

As tension gripped colleges in
the area, the police announced
they were planning to question
Ranatunga on his return from
Kenya where he had travelled after
the incident on Friday.

Ranatunga, the former captain
of the national cricket team and
the man who led Sri Lanka to vic-
tory in the 1996 World Cup, left tor
Kenya for a pre-arranged charity
match to help victims of India’s
Gujrat earthquake.

[ he education ministry
stepped in to defuse the tension
by ordering the indelinite closure

of the Asoka College. Four of the
students from the college are stll

in hospital following injuries sul-
fired in Friday's incident,

Slogan-shouting students from
the Asoka College took to
streets with fellow students from
two neighbouring colleges joining
in 10 express their solidarity with
the victims.

Ranatunga's father who is a
minister in the Sri Lankan cabinel
told a local radio station Monday
that he wanted an impartial in-
quiry and alleged that the students
had trespassed and abused those
in his household

Police said they wanted to talk
to Arjuna Ranatunga as well as two
of his brothers about Friday s
clash, which was reportedly pro-
voked by the students hitting a
cricket ball into the grounds of the
family home.

Four of the students remained
in hospital on Monday alter being
beaten up by Ranatunga, his both-
ers and the security guards at the
family residence, according o
Lalith Amarasckara, a teacher at
the Asoka College.

"A total of sev¥1 were injured

the

PHOTO AFP

College students and their parents demonstrating in front of the house of former Sri Lanka cricket star Arjuna

Angry students stage demonstration

Cops to quiz Ranatunga

and
Saturday.

three  wor
he said.

I'he state-run Sunday Observer

discharged on

newspaper reported  that  local
police had to intervene to [ree
students held by Ranatungas
guards.

Rajshahi cricket

Our CORRISPONDENT,

Rarjshadi

Apollo Club emerged Second Diwi-
sion
with a 4|
Cricket School in the last match of
the league at the local stadium on
Monday

Cricket League
-fun - win

champions
over Jubo

Batting first, Apollo scored 148

for four in the stipulated 25 overs
with Sumon hammering highest
bl

In reply, Jubo Cricket were shot
out for 107 in 21 overs with Ma-
mun junior and Mamun senior
taking two wickets cach,

Sumon was later adjudgd as
the man-of-the-match. .
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