r

)

>

The Baiily Star

Hasibul steals
the show

SPORTS REPORTER

A brilliant half-cemury_fmm tail-
ender Hasibul Hossain - guided
Enamul Hoque's Green team to an
exciting two-wicket win over the
Naimur Rahman-led Reds in a
practice match at the Ban-
gabandhu National Stadium yes-
terday.

The hard-hitting right hander
scared 64 olf just 38 balls as the
Greens, chasing a commanding
Red sotal of 257 m 45 overs,
reached 262 in 43,0 overs with two
wickels Lo sparc,

Hasibul's swashbuckling knock

contained four sixes and six
houndaries.
Middle-order batsman  Al-

Shahriar chipped in with a 54-ball
52 while opener Ashraful and Eh-
sanul Haque scored 39 and 38

respectively.
Left-arm seamer Bikash Ranjan
was the most successful Red

bowler taking three wickets for Gl
runs lollowed by left-arm spinner
Mohammad Rafique who cap-
tured two wickets.

Earlier, Reds batting first,
scored 257 for eight in 44.2 overs
with opener Javed Omar Belim
scoring 105. Opener Mehrab Hos-
sain (60) and middle-order
Habibul Bashar with 26 were (he
other notable run-getters,

Off-spinner Sabbir Khan took
highest three wickets for Green
conceding 65 runs.

SCORES IN BRIEF

RED: 257 for 8 in 44.2 overs (Javed
Omar 105, Mchrab 60, Bashar 26,
Sabbir 3/6:5)

GREEN: 262 for 8 in 43.4 overs
{ Htasibu!l 64, Al-Shahriar 52,
Ashralul 39, Ehsanul 38, Bikash
VIGT, Ratique 2715
Result: Green won by two wickets,

WI captain
next week

Rl'“ FERS. St folin s

The West Indies captainey will not
be announced until the middle of
next week the West Indies Cricket
Board {(WICB) said on Thursday.

The line-up for the opening
Test against South Alrnica should
be known by next Wednesday or
Thursday and the skipper will not
be named until then, a WICB
spokeswoman said.

The first Test starts in George-
town on Friday.

The WICB also denied that

Jimmy Adams had been sacked as

caplain even though he had
omitted from a 16-man training
camp in Trinidad this weekend.

"Anvbody can still be called
up.” said a WICB spokeswoman.

"We are waiting for the next
two matches before announcing
the final 13.

CGuyana and Jamaica start the
four-day Busta Cup final on Friday
and South Africa open their five-
Test tour with a three-dav game
against a Busta Cup XI, beginning
on Sunday.

They call 'em
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10,000 |t runs. said the lifeless
wickets provided in  domestic
cricket were contributing to the
team s downfall.

“Once the ball starts to bounce
above the knees, the Indian bats-
men suddenly freeze,” he said.

"On domestic pitches that are
as flat as the autobahns of Ger-
many, all the batsmen have to do
It to get on to the front fool.

"But the moment they are
pushed on the back foot, they are
lost. How does one expect them to
be good against a relentlessly ac-
curate Glenn McGrath.”

Bedi, one of the game's greal
lelt-arm spiiners, took a swipe at
all-rounder Ajit Agarkar, who re-
corded his seventh successive
duck agains! the Australians.

IF Ajit is persisted with as an
all-rounder, then | was a mainline
batsman,” he saidl.

“Surely the Indian batting can
not revolve around Sachin 1en
dulkar all the time.

And captain Saurav Gangols
was anvihing but an inspiration
lor lus team — a marked differ-
ence benween the two leaders.

“There is plenty 1o leam from
this Australian sideowning up
mdidual respomsibilits,  pulling
vour weight in the side and disgi-
pline in eveny depariment of the
gante,  Dedi saud.

Lendulkar plaved a lone hand
lor Todie with 76 and 65, showing
why he is rated one of the best

ghittsmen i modern ericket,

Ganguly, under media scrutiny
recenthy bevause of his reported
extra-mnarital  affair with a film
actress, managed just eight and
onein the match,

The elegant lelt-hander faces
an uphill task to change the course
of the series when the second Test
begins in his home city of Calcutta
from March 11,

India may be without pace
spearhead Javagal Srinath, who
broke a finger on his bowling hand

~while field Ing.

"We could not do anything 1o
stop the Australians in the first
Test,” Ganguly conceded. “"We
have (o work on our overall cricket
o match them.”

A victory for the tourists in the
secand Test will give Australia

-

~ their first series on Indian soil
 since

- 1869.70,

Bill Lawry's side won in
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Waugh warns India

AP s . -
KY'Y) Cricke

AFP, Bambay

Australia’s cricket captain Steve
Waugh on Friday warned India not
0 expect any mercy from  his
world-beating side after the 10-
wicket demolition in the first Test.

Waugh, hoping to win Austra-
lia's first series on Indian soil in 31
years, led his team 1o an emphatic
three-day win at the Wankhede
Stadium on Thursday.

He said Australia's 16th con-
secutive Test victory had demor-
alised the hosts to such an extent
that they will struggle to pick
themselves up for the remaining
two Tests at Calcutta and Madras.

"Psychologically, this was a
very significant win,” Waugh said.,

“They appeared pretty down
taking the field in our second in-
nings. We had only 47 to get, but
when you get them in seven overs,
vou know you have scored a point.

“In that respect, | think we've
made some inroads for the next
Fest match,” Waugh said.

India will do well 1o take the
Austrahan captain seriously.

Before the tour began, Waugh
had outlined his strategy o strke
at the Indvms carlv’ — win the
[ield hiest aad.shatter thewr
conhidence i thie hiest session,

He did that in Bombay
Waugh put India in on an unusu
ally green wicket and  redyeed
them to 31-3 within the first hour
and 55-1 soon alter.

A shell-shocked India managed
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just 176 in the frst innings and 2149
in the second, defeated as much
by the pace of Glenn MeGrath and
Fason Gillespie as the spin ol
Shiane Warne and Mark Waugh.,

As the tourists ran a lap ol
honour to a standing ovation from
some 45000 home lans, Indian
captain - Sourav  Ganguly  was
jeered lor failing to stop the em
barrassing defeat.

STEVE WAUGH

Waugh conceded the  [reak
dismissal ol master batsman Sa-
chin Tendulkar in the second in-
NINES Was “a major turning point.”

Fendulkar, who made 65,
pulled Mark Waugh hard, but the
ball deflected ofl short-leg hielder
Justin Langer s shoulder (0 mid-
wickel  where  Ricky  Ponting
sprinted o has night and picked a
blinder just off the ground.

“That catch changed things a
bit,"” Waugh said.

Bat i shows that if vou hang
i there long enough things will
turn around,

“Iewas a pretty lucky cateh but
at the same time Ponting still had
to take that catch and make the
most ol the opportunity.”

Waugh said the key to success
in India was to remain cool and
composed under trving circum-
Slances,

"It was pretty hard out there.
I'here was a lot of noise when the
Indians were batting, but we kept
our cool in tough situations,

"We've learned our lesson (rom
previous tours where we tended to
rush a bit when the crowd cheered
a stroke by their butsmen.

“This time we pulled back a bit,
relased, took a deep breath and
focussed on the next ball.”

Waugh also paid rich tributes
to Adam Gilchrist and Matthoew
Hayden, whose scintillating stand
of 197 off 195 balls enabled Aus-
tralia to recover from 99-5 and
post a match-winning total.

“The way Gilchrist and Havden
played, there were glimpses ol
how Sir Donald Bradman would
have played,” Waugh said.

“They were two ol the greal
'est match hundreds.”

Waugh said the win was the
best respect the team could pay
Bradman, the batting legend who
died at the age ol 92 on Monday, a
day belore the Test began,

The second Test starts at the
Eden Gardens in Calcutta on
Narch 1.

Andre,
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Andre Agasst and Lleyton Hewitl
advanced, but Mark Philippoussis
was not as lucky Thursday night in
the second round of the ATP Tour
Sybase Open.

The top-seeded Agassi, who is
competing in his first event since
defending his Australian Open title
last month, cruised to a 6-4, 6-2
victory over Michel Kratochvil of
Switzerland.

Agassi, seeking his fifth ttle ar
San Jose, will meet Armenian Sar-
gis Sargsian in the quarter(inals.

Agassi, 30, had to withdraw
from this event last year due to a
back injury but has compiled an
impressive 33-4 record, reaching
the quarter-finals in eight of his
previous nine appearances.

Hewitt, the second seed, out-
lasted Andrei Stoliarov of Russia,
6-2, 6-7, 6-3, and will play eighth
sced Greg Rusedski of Britain in
the quarterfinals. The Australian is
secking his second ttle of the year

alter  winning at Svdney last
month.
Philippoussis, the two-time

defending champion and third
seed. was ousted by Juan Balcells
ol Spain, 6-4, 6-7, 7-6. Philippous-
sis was playing his second tour-
nament of the year after knee sur-
geryv. The 24-year-old Australian
made a successful debut last week
at the Kroger St. Jude in Memphis,
capturing his ninth career singles
title,

Fourth seeded Tommy Haas of
Germany moved into the quarter-
linals earlier Thursday as he rallied
for a 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 win over 34-year- -
old Magnus Gustalsson of Sweden,
the oldest plaver in the draw.

flaas improved his season rec-
ord to 15-3 with Thursday's win
He won his second career title at
Adelaide in January and is coming
olT a semi-hnal '\I'HI"L"L.H'I‘!‘_: i Mem-
phis.

n o an  unseeded match-up,
qualilicr Xavier Malisse of Belgium
posted a 6-3, 6-4 victory over liery
Croauan Goran Ivanisevic. Malisse

advanced

leyton move on

will meet sixth sced Jan-Michael
Gambill of the United States, who
o the quarterlinals

Wednesday.

PHOTO: INTERNET
Andre Agassi waves to the crowd after defeating Michel Kratochvil in the
second round of the Sybase Open tennis tournament in San Jose,
California on March 1.
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With rain steering clear ol the
State Farm Tennis Classic for the
first time in three days, Lindsay
Davenport, Monica Seles and Jen-

niler Capriati rolled into the
quarterfinals Thursday at the
hardeourt event.

'he top-sceded Davenport,

scheduled to play Spain’s Gala
Leon Garcia since Tuesday, finally
got on the court and cruised to a 7-
5, 6-2 win in a night match.

Davenport, who had a [irst-
round bye, improved to 5-0 all-
time against Leon Garcia, who
defeated Anne Kremer of Luxem-
bourg on Monday.

Farlier, Seles, who defeated
Capriati in Sunday's final at the
[GA US Indoors in Oklahoma City,
needed just 56 minutes to elimi-
nate Cara Black of Zimbabwe, 6-0,
6-3.

Capriati, the reigning Austra-
lian Open champion, bounced
back from her defeat last Sunday
by defeating Jana Nejedly of Can-
ada 6-2, 6-4.

In other second-round action,
fifth sced Kim Clijsters of Belgium
rallied past American Jenniler
llopkins, 5-7, 6-2, 6-3, seventh-
seeded American Lisa Raymond

| eliminated Ai Sugiyama ol Japan

7-5. 3-6, 6-1 and eighth-sceded

I American Meghann Shaughnessy
d

ispatched Nadejda Petrova of

Russia 7-6, 6-3,

I'ina Pisnik of Slovenia re-
corded the lone upset of the dav as
she outdueled Flena Likhovisevi
ol Russia 7-6, 1-6, 7-6, in the com-
pletion of a mateh
Wednesdav.,

Magui Serna ol Spain got pasi
American Kristina Brandi 1-6, 6-2,

suspended

Sun shines at Scottsdale

b=, 10 an unseeded encounter and
Wil Face Seles in |]'I["i]l|.l|!|: thinals

Last vear, Davenport was going
for successive ntles, reaching the
foal here alter winning the Aus-
trahian Open. But her tde mateh
with Martina Hingis was cancelled
due to rain,
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Bir Shrestha Captain Mohiud
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din Jahangir House

receiving the

champlons' trophy of the annual inter-house sports competition of the

Rifles Public School and College from chief
l Rahman, DG of Bangladesh Rifles, yesterday.

V i il

guest Maj Gen ALM Fazlur

Board XI

RIEUTERS, New Delli
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Ganguly to lead |

India's under-lire skipper Saurav
Ganguly was on Friday drafted in
(o play in a three-day game against
Australia, a day alter his team's 10-
wicket defeat in the lirst Test.

Ganguly, not originally selected
for the game, will replace wicket-
keeper Vijay Dahiva as captain of
the Indian Cricket Board Presi-
dent's X1 for the New Delhi match
starting on Tuesday, CK Khanna,
vice-president of the Board of
Control [or Cricket in India (BCCI),
told.

Ganguly, criticised for his poor
batting and captaincy after India
lost the Bombay Test with two
davs o spare, will look to rebuild
his confidence ahead of the sec-
ond Test starting in his home city
ol Calcutta on March 11,

The lelt-hander scored eight

“und one in his two innings in the

first Test.
Imran doesn't
like it

INTERNEY, nndated

Pakistan legend Imran Khan has
lambasted the International
Cricket Council (1CC) for its han
dling of suspected bowling dc-
tons.,

Khan, one of the greatest all-
rounders of all time and a veteran
ol 88 T'ests, said the laws regarding
throwing needed to be revised,
and said that umpires need (o
react to controversy during the
match, not alter. His statements
came alter umpires Doug Cowie
and Steve Dunne reported Shoaib
Akhtar of bowling with a suspect
action in Thursday's ODI againsl
New Zealand.

“I just don't understand why
(the 1CC) does not simplify the
rule which constitutes chucking,”
[imran told on Friday.

last year saw Waqar Younis
suspended and Azhar Mahmood
fined under the law regarding ball-
tampering, but Imran insists thal
this was also ineptly handled.

"In both the cases, no action
was taken on the spot,” he said

Referring to the most recenl
controversv surrounding Shoaib,
Imran said, "To me it doesn’t
make sense. If the umpires
thought he was throwing, the
should not have allowed him to
continue, How can the umpires
allow a bowler to carry on when in
their opinion he is throwing?

"Similarly, Wagar and Azhil
were penalised by the match
referee despite the fact that the
umpires in the centre neither
changed the ball nor reported the
matter.

Shoaib home, Pak
trio in N Zealand

REUTERS, Cliristchurch

Pakistan’s reinforcements arrived
in New Zealand on Friday as liery
pace bowler Shoaib AKhtar re-
turned home 1o be (reated lor
injury.

Spinner Arshad Khan, batsman
Younis Khan and wicketkeepes
[fumavun Farhat lew in (o bolster
the tourists for the three Test se-
rics which begins on March 8

Arshad has cight Test caps for
30 wickets, with a career highlight
being five Tor 38 against Sni Lanka
in March 1999.

Younis scored a century on his
Test debut against Sri Lanka in late
1999 and in that three-match se-
ries averaged 85.50. The 23-year-
old has now played nine Tests lor
an average ol 31.

| lTumayun is the heir apparent
(o Pakistan captain Moin Khan
and is a powerful middle-order
batsman.

The 20-year-old is the older
brother ol Imran Farhat, who
made¢ his one-day international
debut in the just completed series
against New Zealand, which the
home tcam won 3-2

Media censure

* FROM PAGE 13

cally,” said crickel writer Rajan
Bala in a front page article in the
The \sian Age.

e sad the Australian pace
bowlers did not need to exploit
Ganpuly's weakness against short-
pitched bowling aimed at his rib-
cage since he had fallen cheaply to
the spinners.

“Australian juggernaut crushes
India" said the Hindustan Times,
while The Times of India added,
“Indian capitulation gives amaz-
ing Aussies the 'sweet sixteen',”
relerring to Australia’s 16th Test
WIn in a row,

Former Indian captain Sachin
Tendulkar, in  contrast, was
praised for his hall-centunes in
hoth innings.

Former Indian bowler Bishan
Singh Bedi, referring Tendulkar's
second-innings  dismissal (o o
brilliant Ricky Ponting catch alter
a pull shot bounced off short leg
felder fustin Langer, said: "Surcely,
lndian  batting  cannot  revolve
around Fonduotkare all the thme

The \silan Ape had  a
praphic headlined “duckometer,”
with dorails  on Bombay — all-
rounder Ajit Agarkar's seven cone
secutive ducks against Austrutia. It
nicknaonied  hime the "Bombay
duck,” in reference 1o a popula
variety ol hish.

also

DHAKA SATURDAY MARCH 3, 2001 1 5

K ¢ 4Boxing

AFP, Leis H‘gﬁ_\

Evander Holvlield hights John Ruiz
lor the sccond time in  eight
months Saturday, seeking a more
emphatic victory than the contro-
versial decision that gave him the
World Boxing Association heavy-
weight title in August.

But for Holvfield, 38, the hghi
is about more than silencing crit-
ics who said the vacant WBA
crown should have gone to Ruiz
last year. It's about proving he is
still a dominant force in the
heavyweight ranks.

"My goal is to become the un-
disputed heavyweight champion
ol the world,” said Holyheld, who
hoasts a record of 37-4-1, wath 25
wins inside the distance. Il 1t
mcans (Mike) Tvson, then | will
fight him. If it means Lennox
(Lewis), 1 will fight him. Whoever i

1s, T will ight him.”

dut Ruiz, 29, said the first hight
proved that Holylield is on his way
out, and he, Ruiz, is on his way in.

“1 don't know if people really
want to sce Holvlield keep fight-
ing," Ruiz said. "1 feel people are
tired of hearing about the same
guys over and over again, that they
‘L‘LJ-HI SOME New naines ;l”l.j W
I-I}.:Ill'\.-

Despite his disappointment in
August, Ruiz said, he proved (o
himself in the first fight with Holy-
lield that he was championship
malterial

| learmned | deserved to be in
the same category with thes
guys, said Ruiz, who brngs
record of 36-4. with 27 wins insid
the distance, to the hight., "B
body considercd  mi a B
| T, el i 1141 |

N i Ne ri d. B {110l |
I el 1 ITIA I !

PHO T AFP

American heavyweight boxer Evander Holyfield shows off his muscles during a weigh-in ahead his bout against
compatriot John Ruiz in Las Vegas on March 1. )

Holyfield's chance

the world that 1 could become the
heavvweight champ

| i HTRET nopelally, e
yudges will | looking at i as
Lthough there are two Lghters inthe

nng mnstead of just one,

he added

Huiz said he expects both him-
elt and Holvlield 1o be better in
the rematch than thev were the
first tine

I'm prepared for him 10 come
ul harder this i Cspecially th
lirst thri Or 1o rounds, .j‘.uu
1d. "He hates 1« SOMaone
| ! ind 1ab hiin, He used 1o
{ ' 1) . nere along

| J 1 S a brawler
! I ' he other
' ' : i na |
' him
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Juan Carlos Ferrero, the stai
Spamn's Davis Cup
Barcelona in December, 1S making
humscell a hero in the Middie East
oo alter saving three maitch points

(o upset the seedings tor the s

.l N
|.'|'.H'|.||;fli 1k

ond successive day.
7-6, 6-3 victory

Dominik

Ferrero s 5-7,
over the sixth-seeded
Hrbatv came thanks 1o a recoven
from 15-40 on his serve at 4-5 In

the sccond set, and it carried him
to the final of the Dubai Open for
the second year in succession

"I was very pleascd (o save the
two match points and, alter the
tie-break, just glad sull to be in it

Ferrero slay

said Ferrero, who soun
dazed by his escapes as wor
crowd, lor he had forgotten ong

match points

I'hal was thi I
I 11 1.1 L N l
iraded drives Iraon \
1l IN-lorm Hrhat i
nate | see the Slo 14
"'l:'!'i1'.‘.1 diI t o | |
sideline

[he two mal points Fern
did remember — and
lorget them Wwads
smmacked down | S S
aces [rom 15-40 to denv an opp
nent who for two sets was the
more enterprising and conhident
looking plavel

But in the ne-break Hrba
served two  disastrous  doubl
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PHOTO: AFP

Sweden’s Magnus Norman hits a backhand in his match against Juan Carlos Ferrro of Spain in Dubai on

March 1.
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