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French preview
Leaders face

Marseille’s -

glamour
AFP, raris

The French league is a mad mad
world.

One would have got long odds
at the beginning of the scason that
Lillec would be going into the
league match at home to Marseille
with them on top and the 1993
European Cup winners battling
against relegation.

But that is exactly the situation
as the unglamorous newly pro-
moted side, who lead Nantes on
goal difference, from the north
take on the bigspending but fac-
tion riven giants from the south -
who are fAfth Irom bottom [live
points abave the drop - on Satur-
day.

Lille, who won the last of their
two titles in 1954, have built their
season round the meanest delfence
in the league and have conceded
just 19 goals in their 27 league
nratches and have had o light oll
hids from Premiership clubs o
rightback Pascal Cygan.

While Lille, coached by formei
Yugoslay  international  Vahid
Halilhodzic, will be missing striker
Djczon Boutoille on Saturday 1t is
Marseille who will be praying thal
former world footballer of the vear
George Weah makes it.

Their strike force has been
goalshy all season and while 34-
year-old Weah has scored just loul
tmes since he arrived alter a mis-
crahle spell at Manchester City he
has thar extra bit of class and vi-
sion lacking throughout the team.

However, Weah, who created
the goal that brought them victon
against PSG in their relegaton
sixpointer a fortnight ago. has
returned from Liberia's 1-0 World
Cup qualilier win over Sierra Le-
one last weekend in an exhausted
stale.

'T hope to at least play one hall
ef the match,

tIis presence
more important il Yugostayv play
maker Jovan Stankovic, who has
added much needed class 1o mid
ficld since he left Real Mallorca in
the winter break, [ails to recover
from pulled thigh muscic

Elsewhere Lyon take on Bor-
deaux on Saturday with the hosts
minds still on a patential domesti
treble and a [aint dream ol quak-
fving for the Champions Leagud
Liuuiivr-lindln while their visitors
10O concentrale

he saud

will be all thal

have just the title
on.

A win for Lvon and losses lor
Lille, Nantes and Sedan would
take them Lo within a point of the
top two while Bordeaux, whose
rampant  Portuguese lorward
Pauleta will be licking his lips with
Brazilian defender Edmilson de-
parted for international friendly
duty, could also go top il they win
and the other three lose.

Confused? That's French fool-
ball this season lor vou.

FIXTURES

Saturday: Lyon v Bordeaux, Lille v

Marseille, Sedan v Lens, Bastia o

I'roves, Paris SG v Toulouse, Aux-

erre v Monaco, Strasbourg v Gu-

ingamp, Metz v St-Euenne
Sunday: Rennes v Nantes

Cantona,
Solskjaer’s

number one
AFP. Laudan
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AFP, Madrid

Real Madrid star Luis Figo will be
gunning for revenge when the
Spanish league leaders take on
arch-rivals Barcelona in a crucial
Primera Liga clash here this week-
end.

Figo was idolised at Barcelona
for live seasons until he moved (o
the Catalan club’s bitter rivals [or
a world record 56-million-dollar
transfer fee last summer.

lHl-feeling aroused by Figo's
defection to Madrid erupted when
the two superpowers of Spanish
football last met at Barcelona's
Nou Camp in October.

Figo was mercilessly targeted
by the 98,000 capacity crowd in
that match and was forced to
weather an avalanche of abuse,
insults and rotten [fruit as Real
slipped to a 2-0 defeat.

But now Figo has the perfect
chance to avenge his humiliating
treatment at the hands ol Barce-
lona's fans last time - by dealing a
hammer-blow to the Catalonian
giants' title chances.

Real have been the form (eam
in Spain this scason, opening up a
four-point lead at the top ol the
table.

Barcelona meanwhile have
failed to mount a sustained chal-
and are currently  nine

lenge.

| Primera Liga preview

It doesn’t get any
bigger than this

points adiilt of Real in fourth
place.

e

Star Sports channel will
telecast the Real Madrid-
Barcelona game live from Ma-
drid’'s Santiago Bernabeu Sta-
dium from 2am Bangladesh
Standard Time BST on Sunday

Deleat  on  Saturday  would
leave them 12 points behind, al-
most certainly consigning  their
already slender hopes of winning a
I 7th title to the dustbin.

Real have been boosted by the
news that in-form English mid-
helder Steve McManaman is likely
to be fit for the clash after strain-

LUIS FIGO

SPORT

ing a hamsiring last week,

MeManaman and  his  team-
mates are warily looking over their
shoulders at second-placed De-
portvo La Coruna, and insist the
title race is far from over.

But the Liverpudlian admitted
a victory on Saturday could leave
Barcelona struggling to catch up.

I we win it will make it very
hard for them (o gel back in the
race,” said McManaman, who
missed England's 3-0 victory over
Spain in a fnendly at Villa Park on
Wednesday.

Elsewhere this weekend De-
portivo La Coruna, who scrambled
a 2-2 draw with Real Madrid last
weekend, face a tricky tie away (o
sixth-placed Real Mallorca.

Valencia meanwhile will at-
templ 1o warm up lor next week's
Champions League campaign with
a morale-boosting win against
lowly Real Zaragoza.

Hector Cuper's team have hit a
purple match recently and are full
ol conlidence alter disposing ol
Villarreal 3-1 last week,

FIXTURES
Saturday: Real Mallorca v Depor-
tivo La Coruna, Real Sociedad v
Rayo Vallecano, Real Zaragoza \
Valencia, Real Madrid v Barcelona
Sunday: Osasuna v Valladolid,
Celta Vigo v Oviedo, Las Palmas v
Athletie Bilbao, Numancia v Rac-

g Santander, Espanvol v Alaves,
\itlarreal v Malaga

Stadium ban
for Inter

."\I'P. \YINTT

-

Inter Mitan have been hit with a
wosmateh stadivm ban following
crowd  trouble during their hu-
miliating UEEA Cup exit 1o Alaves
ol Spain last week, the elub said on
their website Friday,

ULEA fined the Serie A side
70,000 swiss [ranes (45,000 dol-
lars) as well as ordering that their
next two  matches in European
competition be plaved away lrom
the San Siro. .

Inter's 2-0 home defeat against
Alaves was interrupted for several
minutes towards the end of the
match after fans bombarded the
pitch with bottles and missiles.

Busby Babe
Webster
dead

AFP, Swansea

AFP, Londan

Despite the brilliance of David
Beckham and Ryan Giggs, Eric
Cantona remains the best Man-
chester United player that Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer has played with.

Solskjaer has no doubts that
Cantona is number one, even
though he only plaved with him
for a season belore the Frenchman
retired in 1997.

The Norwegian international
striker claims Cantona was a joy (o
plav alongside because he was
such a creative plaver,

Speaking in the latest issue ol
United On CD Solskjaer said: "He
was d lantastic player.

“He was the best I've played
with and no disrespect to the
other players because they're
lantastic, but he was the besi
player. He was number one.

‘It's a good fecling and a
strange feeling. Only once in a
lifetime do you get one of these

players. He . created so  many
chances for evervone,” Solskjaer
said.

Wenger going
nowhere

A¥P, London

Arsene Wenger denied reports on
Friday that he's about 1o leave
Premiership giants Arsenal 1o
become coach of Spanish giants
Barcelona.

The 51-year-old Frenchman,
who looked shellshocked as lead-
ers Manchester United thrashed
the Gunners 6-1 last Sunday 1o
openup a 16 point gap on them in
the Premiership standings, insists
heis staying at Highbury.

“I have a contract until the end
of the 2002-2003 scason,” he said.

Manchester United's  relentless
march towards a seventh league
title in nine seasons can edge a
step closer Saturday when the
reigning champions, who have
lost just once on the road in the
English  Premiership.  travel 10
high-flving Leeds

United, 16 pomnts ahecad ol
closest challengers Arsenal with
just 10 games to go, are closing in
on another championship while
the chasing pack are left o fight
lor places in next season’s lucra-
tive European Champions Leaguce.

One ol those teams are Leeds
who have taken 14 points out of a
possible 18 from their last six
Premiership matches, lilting them
(o within two points of third-
|*|.‘u‘+i'L| Liverpool.

Newcastle in
Dyer straits

A FP. London

Kieron Dyer's season looks to be
over alter it was revealed Thursday
that he needs surgery on his trou-
blesome shin injury.

The 22-year-old Newcastle
midfielder underwent a scan on
the problem Wednesday when it
became clear that there was little
alternative but to remove the cyst
which has been causing the prob-
lem for several months.

He will have one operation on
Saturday and a second a fortnight
later in a bid to resolve the situa-
Lion once and lor all.

The Magpies released a stane
ment which conlirnred thar he wall
be out ol action for "several
weeks™, but  privately, manager
lobby Robson is facing up 1o the
prospect of losing arguably his
most inventive player [or the re-
mainder of the season.

[he enforced break is certain
(o rule Dyer out of contention for
England’s vital World Cup qualifi-
ers against Finland and Albania
next later this month and possibly
Greece in June.

“This is very disappointing lor
Kieron and Newcastle United,”
admitted Robson. "That said, we
can now remedy the situation for
him, which is the most important
thing.

“We are extremely sad that we
arc losing his services at such a
crucial time for the club, but
hopelully the operation will en-
able us to have Kieron back fully
lit as soon as possible.”

Dyer was understandably de-
pressed alter playing himself
firmly into Sven-Goran Eriksson'’s
plans with a series of exhilarating
displays.

“This has left me completely
devastated but [ am not feeling
sorry for mysell, it's [or Bobby
Robson and our [ans,” he said.

“The manager does not de-
serve all the injuries he has had o

contend with lately and all | can
do is promise him and the Fans |
will be firing on all eylinders when
I am completely fit again next
scason.”

Premiership preview

Yet another MU week?
(' 9 Football

Leeds have alrcady booked
their place in the Champions
League quarter-linals this scason
and United can join them in the
last eight ol the competition il
they (ake two points [rom their
remaining two group maltches.

United are determined not to
let complacency get the better of
them in the Premiership’s closing
stages despite a massive lead.

And United captain Roy Keane
IS ready to fight all the way to
make sure the Premiership crown
remains in the Old Trafford trophy
cabinet

“We can’t let our competitive
level drop in the Premiership,
we've got (o keep going out there
and doing the business,” said
midficlder Keane.

"The media might think the
Premicrship is over bhut that's not
the way 1ook at it.

“We lost it a few vears ago from
a very good position and until ['ve
got the medal in my hand it's not
over.”

British bookmakers were pay-
Ing out on a another United title
win long before Arsenal were
gunned down 6-1 at Old Trafford
last Sunday but Keane believes the
champions should take nothing
for granted.

"We played well but maybe Ar-
senal were poor on the day,” he
said.

It was good to have a per-
lormance like that because we
were very disappointing against
Valencia in the Champions
League.

I said what 4 thought about
our performance against Valencia
and I hope my comments had an
elfect  against  Arsenal because
even belore that there were a few
think

games whore | don

plaved well,

we

Leeds midficlder David Bauy
will pithis wits against the cqually
(enacious Keane in what is likely
(0 be an explosive confrontation.

Batty, who helped Leeds win
their last title in 1992 ahead ol
Manchester United, leels that not
even that team could hold a can-
dle to the current crop of stars at
Elland Road which includes Harry
Kewell, Rio Ferdinand, Robhie
Keane and Olivier Dacourt.

“The first time | was involved
with Leeds was back in 1987 and.
ol course, [ was part of the cham-
pionship winning side of 1992,"
sdid Batty, now in his second spell

Angry Advocaat

REUTERS, Glasgow

with the Yorkshire club

I have 1o sav this team is bel
ter than any side Leeds have ever
had. And it can get better as well,

“I cannot really compare 1t o
the Don Revie era (ol the 1970s)
though because 1 don't know oo
much about that time. What 1 do
kKnow is we have some greal plav-
ers here and a strong squad as
well,

"So can challenge the
dominance of Manchester United?
[U's casy (o say ‘ves', bul vou don'
know.,

"They are so far ahead of eve-
rybody at the moment and it's
going to take a while to catch them
Lp.

“We've got 1o think aboul our-
selves for the time being and see
where we end up.”

Liverpool, in third, visit
Leicester, buoved by the news that
Norwegian [ull-back Vegard lleg-
gem and midliclder Danny Mur-
phy have both returned to full
training.

Czech striker Patrik Berger and

we

England midlielder Jamie Red-
knapp are also on the road to
match [fitness. And how boss

Gerard Houllier will appreciate the
boost as his side embark on what
could be a stamina-sapping 20
more games this campaign belore
the end of the season if they go all
the way to the FA Cup and ULFA
Cup linals as well as their battle
for a Champions League spot,

FIXTURES (1500 GMT un-

less stated)
Saturday: Arsenal v West Ilam,
Coventry v Chelsea, Derby v Tot-
tenham, Everton v Newcaslle,
Leeds v Manchester United (1130
GMT), Leicester v Liverpool, Man-
chester City v Southampton, Mid-
dlesbrough v Charlton
Sunday: Ipswich v
(1600 GMT)
Monday: Sunderland v Aston
Villa (2000 GMT)

Bradford

Former Manchester United striker
Colin Webster, a member of the
legendary Busby Babes, died on
Friday of lung cancer aged 68.

T'he Welsh international, who
lought against cancer for two
years, played for six years with
Manchester United, who were
coached by Matt Busby, from
Carditl in 1953,

Wobster, who plaved i the
1908 World up hinals,  only
dvorded the Muaodch aar disaster in
the same vear becanse he had NMu
andwas not selected tor the uip 1o
Belgrade,

Kidd new Leeds
head coach

Al P, 1 cncdon

[t o move that will add spice to a
traditionally passionate  fixture
Brian Kidd was appointed head
coach ol Leeds United on Friday
just 24 hours belore their English
Premiership match against his old
club NManchester United.

Nidd  worked as Sir  Alex
Ferguson's right hand man for
cight vears at Old Tralford belore
lcaving 1o take over as Blackburn
lRovers manager i 1998,
that job ended dis
uh eclegation from th

Howes er,
astrotisly
Premicership at .the end of the
1998-99 season.

To make matters worse lor
Kidd, a member of United's 1968
European Cup winning team, he
also found himsell the recipient ol
some stinging personal criticism
in Ferguson's autobiography.

No-one though has disputed
Kidd's credentials as a coach and
the former striker, already on the
Elland Road stall as youth coach
should have no problem adjusting
(o his new role which will see him
working alongside assistant man-
ager Eddie Gray.

Leeds manager David O'Leary
said: "I've made Brian Kidd the
new head coach at Leeds, a role
which he started today (Friday).

“There isn't a much better
coach than him in the country or
in Lurope.

“tle has [fulfilled his task as
youth development coach here
earlicr than 1 thought, so I felt
there was no point in keeping him
in that role any longer.

"I've never had a  [irst-team
coach so - now, with Brian in
place owill give me o hreak and |
can step away from the lads a little
bit,” he added.

Nidd said: "I'm delighted 10
move mto my new role at Leeds
United.

“I've thoroughly enjoyed my
time here and have received great
support in putting together our
new youth development team.

“There are some very talented
and caring people on the staff. I'm
surce the new youth set-up will go
[rom strength to strength - bul

when the boss invited me to
change roles | was happy to
oblige.

Serie A preview

Roma’s tricky

Ke@rootball

AFP, rome

AS Roma have broken all records
in their pacesetting exploits this
scason in the ltalian First Division
but on Sunday night they mus
break their Milan jinx if they are 1o
keep their closest challengers for
the Scudetto Juventus at anm's
length.

I'abio Capello's side has lost
only two matches this season in
Serte A - both against the Milan
clubs Inter and AC.

Both those setbacks were at the
San Siro and Roma will hope that
when they welcome Marco Tar-
delli's Inter o the Olympic Sta-
dium on Sunday evening that
home advantage will make the
difference,

[t will not be plain sailing lor
Roma who learned this week that
Argentinian striker Gabriel Batis-
tuta is likely to be out of action for
three to four weeks after aggra-
vating his longstanding knee in-
jury.

And playing away [rom the San
Siro may well suit Inter who have
been subjected to some vicious
abuse by their own supporters in
recent weeks,

Juventus visit Udinese who in-
licted the Turin side's only home
defeat of the scason in the First
Division this season when the two

teams mel at the Stadio Delle Alpi.

But Juve are very much in form
and will be anxious to win all three
points (o put maximumnm pressure
on Roma who play their match
with Inter several hours later,

Irenchman  David  Trezeguet
could return for Juve for whom
Alessandro Del Picro is also re-
turning to form aflter two vears
dogged by injury.

Defending champions Lazio
are (hird, eight points adrilt of
Roma and two behind Juve, and
will hope (o stay in the race on
Saturday evening when they visit
Brescia who are on a fine run.

Luca Marchegiani will replace
the injured Angelo Peruzzi in the
Lazio goal and will have his hands
full against a Brescia frontline ol
Roberto Baggio, who scored twice
in last weekend's 2-2 draw with
Fiorentina, and 13-goal Dario
Hubner,

Crisis club Fiorentina will visit
bottom club Bari on Sunday,
though, new coach-designate
Roberto Mancini will not be al-
lowed on the bench unless Italian
football chiefs waive rules that
decree he is ineligible for such a
role because he was Sven Goran
Eriksson's assistant at Lazio earlier
in the season.

Morale is rock bottom at
Fiorentina alter the week's events.

Turkish coach Fatih Terim quit
on Monday alter his position was
made virtually untenable by the

el Sy i

X

@he Baily Star

board s open courting of Maneini
and  his ontie voacheg stalf -
Turks and Habans - followed suig
1 solidariy,

Warst of all was the decision of
directar gener: | Giancarlo Antog-
noni to resign minutes alter Terim

had walked the plank, ending a 29- ©

vedar association with the side.

Antognoni, the playmaker in
ftaly's 1982 World Cup winning
side although e missed the fina
through injury. was idolised as a
player at the Florence club and
refused several offers from north-
ern giants such as Juventus and
Inter Milan to stay with the Tuscan
side.

Goalkeeper Prancesco Toldo
hinted he mizht soon leave as
well, joking that Mancini and club
president  Vivorio  Cecchi Gori
were suffering from mad cow dis-
case.

AC Milan host Parma at the
San Siro whil> Napoli emtertain
Lecce in an all southern clash,
Vicenza visit Perugia and Alalanta
travel to Verona. Reggina and
Bologna meetr in the Saturday
alternoon match.

FIXTURES
Saturday: Reuzgina v Bologna,
Brescia v Lazio '
Sunday: Bari v Fiorentina, AC
Milan v Parma. Napol v lecee,
Perugia v Vicenza, Udinese v Ju-
ventus, Verona v Atalanta, AS
Roma v Inter Milan

Eundesliga preview

Bayern h

I & Football

AFP, Berlin

German champions Bayern Mu-
nich face an injury crisis as they
seek Lo jolt themselves out of a run
of poor league form when they
face in-form [ansa Rostock on
Saturday.

Bavern coach Owmar Hitzfeld
has sullfered the curse of the
[riendly international, with Jens
Jeremies and Mchmet Scholl both
returning injured from Germany s
1-0 deleat against France in Paris.

Jeremics is struggling o shake
of a sore right knae and Scholl has
a thigh strain.

"It would be a bhlow il both
were out” Hitzleld said. .']l‘”.‘\l IS
our defensive chiel and Mchmet is
obviously an essential element.”

Swiss international  Ciriaco
Sforza, Germany's Alexander
Zickler, Brazil's Roque Santa Cruz
and Slawomir Wojciechowskl ol
Poland will also miss the trip (o
the former East Germany.

Bavern are just two points clear
at the top after last weckend's 1-1
home draw with Cologne, while
Rostock have beaten Kaiserslau-
terrrand Baver Leverkusen in their
last two matches to climb out of

relegation trouble.

On a more positive nolte for
Bavern, the club’s vice-president
Karl-Heinz Rummenigge is keen (o
sec  international  goalkeeper
Oliver Kahn finish his career at the
club he joined from Karlsruhe in
1994.

"We need Olli for a lot longer,”
former German star striker Rum-
menigge told Kicker magazine.
'Oliver Kahn should see out his
career with us.”

The 31-year-old "keeper's con-
tract expires on June 30, 2003, and
he has said he wanis to play ar
least until the 2006 World Cup,
which is being held in Germany.

The team breathing down
Bavern's well-tailored collar are
the less fashionable Schalke 04,
who could have drawn level with
Bavern last weekend but instead
also dropped two points by draw-
ing 0-0 in the Ruhr derby with
Borussia Dortmund.

Schalke will be hoping to col-
lect all three points on Sunday as
they take on SV Hamburg, a team
with high hopes at the start of the
season who have faded to 13th in
the table.

Third-placed Dortmund, now
equal on points with Schalke, play
Eintracht Frankfurt in the first
game of the 'weekend' on Friday,
while Leverkusen lock homs with

ave work cut out

1860 Munich.

Eighth-placed Werder Bremen
and their South American duo -
Brazilian striker Ailton and his
Peruvian strike partner Claudio
Pizarro, who scored the goals In
their 2-1 win against Frankfurt last
weekend - face [fifth-placed
Freiburg.

Hertha Berlin captain Michael
Preetz is doubtful for his side's
clash with Cologne. Preetz is un-
able to turn at the waist and will
have tests on his back on Friday.

Kaiserslautern, in  seventh
place, will be wary on Saturday
against Energie Cottbus, who are
threatened by relegation butr did
their cause a world of good by
beating Leverkusen 3-1 last week-
end.

FIXTURES

Friday (1915 GMT): Borussia

Dortmund v Eintracht Frankfurt
Saturday (1430 GMT unless

stated): Hansa Rostock v Bavern

Munich, Energie Cottbus v Kaiser-

slautern, Werder  Bremen v
Freiburg, VB Stutigart v VIL
Waollshbury, Unterhaching v VIL

Bochum. Cologne v Hertha Berlin
(1915 GANIT)

Sunday (1630 GMT): 1860 Mu-
nich v Baver Leverkusen, Schalke
01y Sy Hamburg

A battle won by Palestine

AFP, Hong Kong

Against all the odds, a team repre-
senting the violence-wracked Pal-
estinian territories will make its
debut on the world stage here this
weekend.

IFrom Sunday, a Palestine
squad made up mostly of amateur
plavers from the West Bank and
Gaza will fight it out with Qatar,
Hong Kong and Malaysia in Group
three of the Asian qualifving com-
petition for next year's World Cup
finals in Japan and South Korea.

A teamn representing  British-
controlled Palestine plaved in the
qualilving competition for the
1934 and 1938 World Cups. Bul
this will be first time that Palestine
has taken parl as an autonomous
body.

Rangers manager Dick Advocaat
has become involved in a row with
the Scottish premier league (SPL)
over a proposal to limit players'
salaries.

Advocaat condemned SPL
chairman Lex Gold's suggestion
that a wage cap is required to stem
the huge losses being suffered by
many clubs.

"What good would wage limirts
be for Rangers and Celtic in terms
of Lurope? The only way we can
get quality players is to pay them
well," Advocaat said.

PHOTO: AFP

PSV Eindhoven's Dutch international striker Ruud van Nistelrooy (R ) threatening the goalkeeper of Sparta 2
while playing in game for PSV's second team at Rotterdam on March 1. Van Nistelrooy, who Is recovering from a
serious Injury, scored twice in the match,

|
|
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The debut comes three years
after the Palestine Football Fed-
eraon was welcomed into the
international football family by
the game's world governing body,
FHEA,

Since then, the PEF has made
progress in developing a football
infrastructure, notably through a
vouth development programme. A
Palestine side has also enjoved its
first taste ol success -- a bronze
medal at the 1999 pan-Arab
gaImes.

But the Federation's elforts to
raise the level of what is the most
popular spor{ among Palestinians
have been set back by the spiral of
violence that has engulfed the
territories since the end of lasi
year.

The national side's chances ol
development were already ham-
pered by the fact that the national
league is split in two between the
West Bank and Gaza. To add to
this problem, the ongoing uprising
against Israel has forced the
league in Gaza to be suspended
indefinitely.

Despite these handicaps, the
Palestinians'  Egyptian  coach
Mustala Abdelghali insists their
presence In Hong Kong is not
purely svmbolic,

"We have come here to play
and be competitive,” he said. "We

|

|
|

|

|

| are taking these games very seri-

ously.

"We have many problems in
our country, especially in Gaza.
But we are ready.”

The Palestinians have wanned
up for their matches with two
months training, mostly in Egypt.
And a recent 1-1 draw with Thai-
land suggests they have a realistic
chance of starting their campaign
with a win.

Flong Kong's attempis 1o adapt
Lo sastemy aof total foorthall under
recently-appointed Dualely eoach
Arne van der Zouwen have been a
disaster so lar. s squad were
thrashed 6-0 by Chinese club side
Dalian Shide in a warm-up game.

The Dutchman may have been
guilty of tempting fate when he
said: "Some of our plavers could
not cope with plaving against a
(cam like Dalian but against Pal-
esunce it will be alright.”

Qatar, the highest-ranked of
the laur sides and the strong fa-
vourites (o advance to the second
round, kick off the group on Sun-
day against Malaysia, who go into
the tournament in turmoil alter
the axing of their two first choice
goalkeepers and one of their top
strikers [or staving out late at a
disco,

The tiny Gull stare’'s Bosnian
coach, Dzemal Hadziabdic, said
his primary target was to take a
maximum number of points into
the second round of games, which
take place in Doha on March 20,
23 and 25.

“Our target is not to lose any of
the games here but 1 will not be
satistied with three draws,” he
said.

"Everyone says we are the [a-
vourites but that is only on paper.
I have learned a good lesson - all
the games are going 1o be tough,
especially the first one.”

Malaysia's tnglish coach Allan
Harris admits he mav have shot
himself in the foot by axing three
of his most established players.
But he has refused to back down
from his tough stance. ¥4
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