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id U Know?
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A cricket field is a roughly elliptical
fivld of Nat grass, ranging in size
{rom about 90 to 150 metres (100-
160 vards) in diameter, bounded
by a fence or.other tvpe ol marker.
Large deviations from the ellipse
are discouraged. In the centre of
the field, and usually aligned along
the long axis of the ellipse, is the
pitch — a carclully prepared
rectangle of very closcly mown
and rolled grass over hard packed
earth. It is marked with white
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Saurav Ganguly

(India cric®t captain)

Al the pressure will be on
Australia They are rthe ones
comung here with the world

champion tag.”

Just before the arrival of the
Australians
Current lour

in India for the

What to

ESPN

Boycs & Sunny Masterclass
Cncket Talk Show
12:30 pm
Documentary on Sir Don Bradman
11.00 pm
Man United vs Leeds United
English Premiership
Live at 5:30 pm
Liverpool vs Leicester Cy
English Premiership
Live at 9:00 pm
Lazio vs Brescia
Sere A
Live at 1:30 am (Sunday)

Star Sports
Documentary on Sir Don Bradman
2 30 pm
Boycs & Sunny Masierclass
Cricket Talk Show
7.00 pm
Pnmera Liga Hghlights
6:30 pm
Barcelona vs Real Madrid
Pnmera Liga

Live at 2:00 am (Sunday) <

NOTICE
Owing to wehnicalines, th
draw ol WHIZZ KID Compe- :
tition 145 could not be held
last night. It will now be held |
on March Y. - Sparts-Editoy

Competition 145

¢ Tick the Correct Answers
Post to T Daily Star
Win attractive prizes
| Competition closes at 8 pm
March 9, 2001 and draw
shortly afterwards
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Srorts Rirorrenr

Lormer Indian ofl-spinner Lrapalli

Prasanna  believes  Bangladesh
captain Naimur Rahman and left
- g A SINTN TIRENE
l |

- e m—

NAIMUR RAHMAN

atm spinner Mohamnmmed Rafique
doesn’t have a problem with their
bowling actions.any more,

The G0-vear-old [rom Karna-
taka, who arrived in the city on
Thursday night at the invitation of
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
to have a look at off spinner
Naimur’'s bowling action, gave this
opinion after spending an hour
with the national skipper and Mo-
hammad Rafique in the nets at the

Bangabandhu National Stadium
vesterday.

In January, both Naimur and
Ralique came under the scrutiny
ol the International Cricket Coun-
cil (1CC) for suspect bowling ac-
tions. The two had been reported
by umpires David Shephard and
Steve Bucknor  during Bangla-
desh’s  inaugural  Test  mateh
against India last November,

Falking 1o a group of reporters,
Prasanna, who is now working
with Karnataka Cricket Associa
tHon and the National ket
Academy ol India i Bangalore as
a coach, revealed that Naimur had
some minor problems with the
positioning of his body while de-
livering the ball, which has been
corrected without much dilficulty.

“IHis shoulders remain square
on while he delivers . | asked him
1o bowl with a side on action. |
could find no other law in him
once he started to do that,” Pra-
sanna added.

About Ralique, Prasanna, who
ook 189 wickets in his 49 Test
appearances before retiring in
1978, said that the southpaw, who
received guidance from another
ex-Indian Test star Ravi Shastn
last week, has already corrected
his action.

| will have another session
with them and | am sure nobody
will have anv doubt about their
styvles after that,” he added.

\part from his mission in

far
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Prasanna clears
Naimur, Rafique

Ohaka, Prasanna, who will returm
home tomotrow, also had a lew
remarks about the ongoing Test
Leries between India and Australia,

| don't think India have any
hance to come bhaek in the series
vhich they already  trail, They
fon't have a quality bowlhng at-

MOHAMMAD RAFIQUE

tack specially in the spin depart
ment,” said Prasanna

“ 1 think the Indian Board has
hecome too obsesscd with pace
bowling while neglecting our true
strength, spin. That's why we lost
the first Test,” he said adding that
all the countries in this region
except Pakistan have to give em-
phasis on spin because (hat is
where they have a chance to
achicve something greal.
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Participants and guests of the Lancer Cup Golf Tournament pose for photograph at the Kurmitola Golf Club

yesterday. Chairman of Rangs Limited A Rouf Chowdhury (4th from right) is among them
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L7 f Hockey

Sronrs REporien

sangladesh Hockey  Pederanon
(BHE) vesterdavy named an 18
member Bangladesh team lor the
Prime Minister's Gold Cup Hockey
I ournament be held ar the
Mauvlana Bhasami Stadium from
March 10,

liy

sangladesh. who are penciled
n Group A along with India. Japan
and Scotland, will take on Japan mn
the iaugural match ol the nin
nation meet. The other group
compnses Pakistan, China, Fgvpt,
reland and Malaysia

Goalkeeper Russell Khan Bappi
replaces Khurshid Alam  as na-
tional captain alter Alam pulled
out due (o injury.

Fwenty-six players have been
undergoing training in a priman
camp lor the last two months un-
der the supervision of BHIF's new
appointed German  director
coaching York Schumacher.

It was learnt that the selectuon
was done entirely by Schumacher.

SOUAD

Russcll Khan Bappi (captain),
Mohammad Javed, Mamunui
Rashid, Isa Mia, Shahidullal
Khokon, Raliqunnabi Nakib,
Yameen Hossain, Musa Mia, Sha-
hidullab Tito, Mahbubul Ahsan
Rana, Ashiquzzaman, Shaliqul
Istam, Raligul Islam Kamal, Sham-
suzzaman  Khokon, Moududus
Rahman Shuvo, Arilul llague
'rince, Shamim Reza and Habul,

BHF names 18-man squad

Sheikh Ramijuddin and Sham-
suddin Tuhin have been kept as
stand by plavers.

Former natonal plaver Khwaza
Rahmatullah have been appointed
as the manager while Jamal Haider
will act as the coach ol the team.

Meanwhile, the International
Hockey Federation (IHFF) okaved
the proposed schedule of the
lournament,
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Date Match Kick-oll time
Mar 10: Bangladesh v Japan .50 pm
Mar 11: Clhina v Pakistan 10 am
[ndia v Scotland 2 pm
gy pt v Malaysia 4 pm
Mar 12: ¢ hina v Ir¢land 2 pm
Bangladesh v Scotland I pm
Mar 13: India v Japan 12 Noon
Ireland v Malaysia 2 pm
Egvpt v Pakistan I pm
Mar 14: Bangladesh v India 4 pm
Mar 15: China v Malaysia 12 Noon
Japan v Scotland 2 pm
Ireland v Pakistan I pm
Mar 16: gyvpt v Ireland 2 pm
Malaysia v Pakistan L pim
Mar 18: I st Semifinal (A1 v B2) 130 pm
2nd Semifinal (A2 v B1) 4 pm
Mar 20: Jinal 3:30 pm

Note: BIV will telecast all the matches live.

LiBangladeshbeat Mongoliain the
ZOOZWorld Cupqualifiers
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AWl clinched the Paris Indoar
| Openiitle?

 Huber | Hingis| Mauresmo |
P Lankawon the one-day senes
againstNew Zealand
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SiHow many Tests will Bangladesh
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Scene from the twelfth round engagement between Latvian GM Igor Rausis ( R ) and his Uzbek counterpart Alexi
I Barsov in the United Insurance Grand Masters' Tournament at the NSC chess room yesterday.

r Mobassher

resigns

Sronrs Reronren

. —

Mobassher Hossain, one of the

newly-clected Dhaka  based  di-
rectors  of  Bangladesh  Cricket
Board (BCB), has tendered has

resignation in protest at the ir-
regularities that took place during
the Board election on February 25,
according to a reliable source in
the Board,

Mobassher, who was elecled
along with 15 other Dhaka-based
dircctors  in the much-talked
about election, submitted his res-
ignation letter to BCB president
Saber Hossain  Chowdhury on
'hursday.

Although, the text of the letter
could not be ascertained, it was
understood that, Mobassher, a
Brothers Union Club councillor,
expressed his sheer dissatistaction
over the unholy practice in the
polls where Zalar Imam-led To-
rum of district and divisional or-
ganisers were reported to have
received cash from different can-
didates of the Dhaka-based clubs,

However when contacted, Mo
basser, an architect by profession
and owner of a real state com-
pany, declined mment on the
ISSUC,

Yakib, Annika
annex Lancer
golf titles

Sronrts REPORTER

Yikib  Jummat and  Annika
Chowdhury emerged as men’s and
fadics” winners respectively in the
L: ncer Cup Goll Tournament held
vesterdav at the Kurmitola Golf
Club (KGC).

I'he lodrnament,
which attracted a record 261 golf-
C1s, was teed-off in the morming by
Chiel of Army Stall and president
ol the club Lt Gen M Harun-Ar-
Rashid

Later, in the evening he gavi
away prizes. Among others A Roul
Choudhury, Chairman Rangs
Limited, sponsors of the annual
cvent, and Maj Gen Jiban Kana
Das, vice-president ol KGC were
present as special guests.
OTHER RESULTS
Scnior Winner:
Junior Winner:
Best Gross:
Ladies’ Best
(iross:
Runner-up:
Sccond Best
Gross:
Ladies’
Runner-up:
Second
Runner-up:
Front Nine:
B.ack Nine:
Nearest to

prestigious

Abu S Alam
Salman Khan
Rahib Bashar

kS Park
Rafret Al

Sadig Quddus
Jin Sook Youn
Hissam Ahmed

Air Cdr Fakhrul Azam
Col Manzur Murshed

Pin: F'anveer M Islam ( Tanna)
Longest
Drive: FFaisal Khan

Volzhin extends
his lead

SProrts REPORTER

Grand Master Alexandar Volzhin
ol Russia maintained his solo lead
i the Litth United Insurance
Grand Masters” Tournament with
a draw against International Mas
ter Vakhidov Tahir of Uzbekistan
in the penultimate round at the
Natonal Sports Council confer-
ence room vesterday,

Plaving with whites against the
Patroll Defence ol Tahir, Volzhin
accepted  the draw alter ten
With that draw, the Rus-
stun GM remained atop the table
with eight points, half a point
ahead of top sced GM Jaan Ehlvest
ol Estonia,

IMMiwvirs

Fhivest deleated IM Sandipan
Chanda ol India on Friday

Llsewhere, FIDE Master Ena
mul llossain Rajib, who needed
(wo points from the last two
rounds to cam his first IM norm,
lost his chance with a draw against
compatriot IM Abdullah Al-Rakib.

In the other matches, GM
Normundus Miezis of Latvia beat
IM Reelat Bin Sauar, GM Niaz
Murshed drew with IM Ziaur
Rahman of Biman, IM G.B. Pra-
Kash of India drew with GM Nigel
Davies ol England, GM  Alexit
Barsov  of  Uzbekistan  shared
points with GM lgor Rausis of
Latvia,

Points table: 8
Volzhin, 7.5 points
poinis -« Miczis, Tahir

0.5 points -- Niaz, Davies, Bar-
Sov, G points -- Reelat, 5.5 points
Rausis, Rakib, Prakash, 5 points --
Zia, Razib and 2.5 points -
Sandipan,

points
Lhivest, 7

The final round starts today at
10:30 a.m. The prize distribution
ceremony will be held at 6:30 pm.

Ihe linal round matches are:
Sandipan v Rakib, Tahir v Ehlvest,
Rausis v Volzhin,

Davies v Barsov, Niaz v Pra-

kash, Miezis v Zia and Razib v

Y Reefar,
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Shaun sounds caution

KV Y Cricket

REUTLRS, Georgetoun
1t would appear 1o be a Caribbean
mismatch.

South Africa, unbeaten in their
last eight Tests, against a Wesl
Indies side most recently trounced
5-0in their Test series in Australia.

Yet South  Alrica’s  captain
Shaun Pollock sounded a note ol
caution as his side prepared for a
five-Test tour of the West Indies
starting on Sunday,

“I'm not forgeuing the way
they came back alter we whipped
them (540 in South Africa in 1998-
99)." Pollock said shortly belore
his squad flew to Guvana.

e was recalling the way West
Indies picked themselves up on
their return home early in 1999
and drew a four-Test series with
Australia 2-2.

Pollock said of the low ebb into
which West Indies have now
fallen: "They're obviously search-
ing for a bit of confidence and
something 1o spark them into a
rccovery.,

"Sport is a very strange thing;
in cricket a single good shot, or
lucky break, can really turn
something on its head.

“Ihe whole squad will haye
spent some time at home, they'll
hive played in their domestic
competitions and they'll all have
spent some  gquality time at the
crease, with bat or ball,

"Put it this way, | gendinely be-
lieve their confidence will be a lor
higher when we get there than i
was alter their Australia tour.”

Despite Pollock’s natural re-

- —

SHAUN POLLOCK
[()

1cCams
chances, South Africa must go into
the live-1est series as lavourites

luctance trumpet his

-TOUR ITINERARY

Apr2h: Jamai
May 2
\Y H

May

South Africa’s itinerary for their tour of West Indies:
Mar 4-6: Busta Cup XI; Georgerown, Guyana

Mar 9-13: First Test; Georgetown, Guyana

Mar 17-21: Second Test; Port of Spain, Trinidad
Mar 24-26: West Indies Board XI; Bridgetown, Barbados
Mar 29- Apr 2: Third Test; Bridgetown, Barbados
Apr 6-10: Fourth Test; St John's, Antigua

Apr 14-16: President’s XI; Kingston, Jamaica

Apr 19-23: Fifth Test; Kingston, Jamaica

a; Kingston, Jamaica

Apr 28: 1st one-day int'l; Kingston, Jamaica

2. 2nd one-dav int’l; St John's, Antigua

5: 3rd one-day int’l; St George's, Grenada

O: 4th one-dav int'l; St George's ;Grenada

May 9: 5th one-dav int’l; Bridgetown, Barbados
May 12: 6th one-day int'l; Port of Spain, Trinidad
Many

16: 7th onc-day int'k; Kingstown, St Vincent

i
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Their domestic summer was a
succession of overwhelming vic-
tories against New Zealand and Sri
Lanka, which provided the perfect
environment for several of the
COuniry's younger names (o es-
tablish themselves at the highest
level.

Makhaya Nitinl found rhythm
and control 1o match his unques-
tioned pace and finished the sea-
son sccond only to Pollock as
South Alfrica's leading wickel-
taker. He can bowl lengthy spells
on pitches offering little to the fast
bowlers.

Neil McKenzie and Boeta Dip-
penaar scored their maiden Test
hundreds, against New Zealand.

McKenzie now has two centu-
nes and is settied in the middle-
order. Dippenaar was sacrilived Lo
allow Herschelle Gibbs 10 retam
[rom a ban imposed during South
Africa’s match-Nixing gy, but
he can bat anvawhere in the 1op SiX.

lncouragmg as the emergensce
ol new faces has been, the more
experienced plavers are still the
(ulcrum of the side.

Allan Donald will be expected
to lead the attack with Pollock
although the succession of injuries
which have plagued him over the
past three months are legitimate
cause for concern. He is the only
survivor from the party which
toured West Indies in 1992, fol.
lowing South Africa’s return to the
international arena

Gary Kirsten there as a
spectator, but this time both he
and Darvll Cullinan will be the
rru:lm--r'-mm of the South Alncan
batting, along with Jacques Kallis.

With Mark Boucher the only
wicketkeeper in the squad ol 16,
the vice-captain is under extra
[‘ll'wliit Lo stay il

With Paul Adams and Nicky
sajC ollering iInlnNguing opaons in
the spin department, the South
\lrican cupboard would appear (0
be Tull, It will need to be, too, if the
squad arce 1o compete successiully
v from home.
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500-wkt khept him going?

EY Y} Cricket

REUTERS, Goorgeto

Courtney Walsh is a man apart in
the world of fast bowling

At the age ol 38, the lion
hearted West Indian s on  th
brink of an historic Test cncket
landmark

Walsh goes into the live-Test

series against South Alrica starting
here next week needing just six
wickets 1o become the first plaver
(o take 500 1n Tests

I he Jamaican's current haul ol
194 [rom [ ests represents an
outstanding feat of immense skill,
stamina and at a  tume
when the volume of Test cricket
being plaved is far greater than at
any period in the game's histon

Moreover, during the last hve
years the mdefatigable Walsh has
carried the West Indian attack
wilth Curtly Ambrose, who was his
trusty allv until the great Antiguan
retired at the end ol the series in
England last September.

Walsh has shouldered his part
of the burden in uncomplaining
fashion, as well as taking on the
responsibility ol captaining the
side in 1994 and 1996-97 and con-
tinuing to play for English count
Gloucestershire until 1998,

'hroughout this phase, the
skills he learned in his native Ja-

Fesoivi

maica, which were developed in
I ngland and honeéd to perfection

on | est grounds around the world
remained undiminished.
Valsh has alwavs been a

thinking cricketer, as he showed in
”I" Wih !"|- ~|rfl'.1\I.-1;! 1D I}”'ﬂ |"”H iIn
English conditions

COURTNEY WALSH

His 1984 county debut season
restncted by West Indies” tour ol
England, brought 18 wickets at an
expensive 3455 each bur 12
months later he was savouring a
haul ol 82 county championship
wickets at a mere 19.95.

Walsh, though ccrtainly quick,
has never generated pace in the
manner of compatriot Michael

Holding. with whom his Test eca-
reer overlapped in'the mid-1980s.

Supple. with a high action,
Walsh achieves discon L'PT!T"L}_{t'f
awkward bounce, while his varia-
tions in pace and length have
brought about the downfall of
many batsmen

What makes Walsh siand apan
from his peers is his fitness record
I he lact he sulfers few injuries has
been a key element in the durabil-
Ity that has taken him past some
significant milestones

He became West Indies leading
[est wicket-taker by passing
Malcolm Marshall's mark of 376 in
November 1998, then joined Kapil
PDev and Sir Richard Hadlee in
March 1999 as the only bowlers to
take 400 Test wickets

(On March 27 last vear, in the
second lest against Zimbabwe at
his beloved Sabina Park in King-
ston, Jamaica, Walsh became the
lcading wicket-taker in Tests
passing Kapil's record of 434,

I N

by

_F"rll‘-l‘ll.i ol Lrowning !‘*F."'
oulstanding career by reaching the
s
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point al
he mught othenvise have

driven Walsh bevond th
which
renired
a ume when West Indies
CTICKCL s al a {low chh, "."n..l'l"ilt‘,- >
arnval at that milestone would be
a welcome source of greal pride
and jov 10 the passionate cncket
[ollowers of the Canbbean

India’s cricketl greats Sunil Gavas-
kar and Bishan Bedi lashed out al
therr national team on  Friday,
saving Saurav Ganguly s men were
not good enough o play Test
cricket,

Both paid glowing tribules to
Steve Waugh's magnilicent Aus-
tralians, who extended their win-
ning streak to 16 matches alter
completing a 10-wicket romp in
the first Test here on Fhursday.

But  Gavaskar lamented  the

"timid” batting of the Indians, who
capiiulated m under three davs to
give the tourists a -0 fead in the

T

SUNIL GAVASKAR

| 'em 'pussycat’

three-match series

"1 h
desenibed as tgers at home and
lambs abroad,” Gavaskar wrote in
a syndicated column l't'||L||"‘~ the
time has now come to change that
(o pussvcats at home as well as
abroad.

“Unless the tecam changes its

Indians have oltien bheing

attitude, it will be meow, meow
and more meow.
Indha. which did not lose a

home series Tor 12 vears bhetween
1987 and 1999, have sullered em-

Media censure

REUTERS. New Delhi

India’'s media tumed on crnicket
captain Saurav Ganguly on Friday
after his side went down by 10
wickets against Australia in the
fist Testin Bombay.

“Prince becomes a pauper” ran
the headline in The Asian Age
newspaper, relerring to Ganguly's
nickname "Prince of Calcutia.”

Most leading dailies attacked
Ganguly's captaincy and batting
and said India lacked focus com- -
pared with the Australians,

“Alter three easy Tests as cap-
tain,  Sauray  Ganguly...is now
confounded with reality — that
captaincy i1s not quite his cup of
(ca because he is wanting racti-

SEE PAGE 15

barrassing reverses in their own
backvard over the last two vedrs.

"akistan won two ol the three
[ests on therr tour of India two
SCAsons and South Afnca
completed a 2-0 whitewash last
vear — including a three-day win
at the Wankhede Stadium here.

"Unless the basic Maws in In-
dian cricket are sorted out, home
wins will drv out unless Bangla-
desh or Kenva are the wisiting
team,” Gavaskar wrote,

“"Waugh's gamble of asking In-
dia to bat first on a lively wicket
succeeded because of timid bat-
(ng,

Gavaskar, the first man 1o score

g0,

SEE PAGE 15

BISHAN BEDI




