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Leao announces
Brazil’s 22 for
friendlies

M:pl SNao Paulo

Brazil coach Emerson Leao on
Wednesday named the squad of 22
lor two international friendlies
against the United States and
Mexico on March 3 and 7 respec-
tively,

Midlielders Rivaldo, who plays
for Spanish side Barcelona and
Robert Silva Almeida (Santos),
along with defenders Anderson
Lima (Gremio) and Roberto Carlos
(Real Madrid) were added to the
original 18-man squad.

However both Rivaldo and
Roberto Carlos will only play in
the Mexican match, as Barcelona
and Real Madrid are playing each
other on Saturday.

The match could well decide
whether Barca remain in the ttle
race as they are currently nine
points adrift of Real.

The friendlies are in prepara-
tion for the 2002 World Cup
gualilying tie on March 27 against
Ecuador in Quito.

SQUAD
Goalkeepers: Rogerio Ceni (Sao
Paulo), Bosco (Sport Recife)

Defenders: Calu (AS
Roma/lta), Anderson Lima (Gre-
mio), Silvinho (Arsenal/Eng),
Roberto Carlos (Real Madrid/Spa).
Lucio (Bayer Leverkusen/Ger),
Roque Junior (AC Milan/Ita), Ld-
miison (Lyon/kra), Cns (Cruzeiro)

Midtielders: Emerson  (AS
Roma/lta), Vampeta (Pans Saint
Germain/Fra), Ronaldinho
Gaucho (Gremio). Robert Silva
Almeida (Santos), Juninho Paulista
(Vasco da Gama), Ricardinho
(Cruzeiro), Rivaldo (Barce-
lona/Spa)

Striker: Romanio, Fuller (both
Vasco da Gama), Chnsuan (Pans
Saint Germain/Fra), Luizao (Cor-
inthians), Edilson (Flamengo).

Lennon feels the wrath

Norway rout
N Ireland

AFP, Belfas:

A double strike Irom Thorstein
Helstad helped Norway to a com-
fortable 4-0 victory over Northern
ireland in their Inendly interna-
tional here on Wednesday al
Windsor Park.

The match was over as a con-
test belore half-time with Norway
3-0 up but more worrving for the

home side was the sectarian abuse
handed out by some of the crowd
10 Celll and Northern Ireland
midlielder Neil Lennon

Lennon was operating in
middie and his touch
booed by the bigots in the crowd
who objected 1o the former
Leicester playver's move to Park-
head.

the
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Loyalists had daubed 'Neil
[.ennon RIP® on a wall in Lisburn,
but the Catholic midhelder
determined to ignore the threats.

Opinion in the stands was
clearly split and seconds after the
pooing a chant of 'One Neil Len-
non broke out

wds

However, Northern Irish coach
Sammy Mcllrov had had enough
and took Lennon off at halftime

Gerry Taggart captained the
side to mark his 50th appearance
and the Leicester defender missed
a great chance to open the scoring
i only the second minute.

Norway opened the scoring in
the 20th minute when a weak back
header from Aaron Hughes let in
Helstad and slotted the ball
home.

he

john Carew, who had returned
to goalscoring form with a hat-
trick lor his Spanish side Valencia
last Sunday, then popped up in
space on the edge of the Irish box
only for the lanky striker to shoot
weakly at keeper Maik Taylor.

But then Helstad set up Carew
and he fired a nght-foot drive into
the corner of the net to crown a
[ine passing move

Northern  Ireland’s  experi-
mental defence was clearly not
working and the Norwegians were
exploiting the huge gaps left down
each flank.

In the 37th minute it was 3-0
when Carew turned provider (o tee
up Stale Stensaas 1o score from an
almost identical position on the

left.

[he Northern Ireland
made two other changes as he also
brought on Mark Williams and
Stuart Elliotr and switched to [lal
back lour.

Ihe tactical switch made little
dilference as within four minutes

boss

of the restart Norway netied a
fourth goal when lielstad ran
through (he  non-eaistent  Irish

backline to score with a right-fool
shol

[he Irish were in pieces as
Norwav attacked at will and Jel
Whitley hooled the ball awav from
his own godl (o prevent a hilth,

It was now just a question ol
how many Norway would score
and Manchester United striker Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer blazed over [rom
six yards oul alter Carew's ellort
had been blocked.

Northern Ireland did not con-
cede again but that was little con-
solation for 4 comprehensive de-
feat,

{
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Argentina pulled ofl a hastonce 2-1
victory over ltaly at the Olympic
Stadium here on Wednesday in a
inendly imternational, their [irst
outright win over the "Azzurri” in
3 vears.

[t was the first match between
the two countnies since the 1990
World Cup semi-final in Naples
where Argentina won on a penalty
shoot-out after a 1-1 draw - tech

nically that resull counts as a
draw

But there will be no areuments
about the legitimacvy of this Lri-

umph alter goals from Kilv Gon-
zalez and Herman Crespo desery
edly gave the wisitors the spoils
alter Stelano Fiore had put [taly in
front.

Excluding the Naples result it
the Latin American
countrv's hirst win on ltalian soil -
there only previous outright tri
umph was in 1956 in Buenos Aires.

"We began in a very stable way
but then we dominated the game,’
Argentinian coach Marcelo
Bielsa.

Ol my lour matches in Europe
with the team (against Holland,
England, Spain and ltaly) this has
been the best performance by my
OwWn team,

“We created many opporiu
nites than we normally do and we

was also

\:‘“ll

could have scored more.”

[lis Iahian  counterpart  Gio-
vanni Frapattoni said: "1 Know this
was a Inendly but we Know \reen-
tna were not treating hike this. |

Know how the South Americans
approach this type of match - they
are very motivated.”

\fter an early olfensive by Italy
when Filippo Inzaghi twice went
first firing wide and then
lorcing a save lrom German Bur-
\rgentina took control of thi
match and a one-two between
Pablo Aimar and Juan Pablo Sarin
ended with Aimar's lob drilting
over Gianluigr Bulfon's bar.

close

J -
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But against the run of play ltaly
took the lead after 25 minutes.

With Inzaghi in an offside po-
sition the Argentinian did not play
to the whistle and Vieri played a
ball through to the onside Fiore
who drilled the ball through the
legs of Burgos, who had rushed
out of his area, to open the scor-

ing.

But nine minutes before” the
interval Argentina got back on
terms. The Italian defence was

caught out of position and Crespo
led an unmarked Kily Gonzalez
who placed a measured shot in
Gianluigi Bulfon's top right-hand
corner

[he Latin Americans finished
the first half on top and Sorin's
header Irom a Javier Zanetti cross
lorced a line save from Bulfon and
then with the goalkeeper stranded

PHOTO :AFP

Killy Gonzales (R ) of Argentina tackling Italy’s Damiano Tommasi from behind during their friendly at Rome on

Argentina tame Italy

Paolo Maldint headed a Kily Gon-
zatez lob away Irom under his own

.|--,\| i
Fhiree minutes into the second

\igentina took the lead
with a line move. Aimar fed Kily
Gonzalez on the lelt and his cross
was sidefooted home first time by
Crespo

Crespo had two good chance 1o
put his side 3-1 up but Buffon
made two fine saves and then the
Lazio lorward had a poal disal-
lowed [or handball in the build-up
but with Italy hardly mounting an
attack in the sccond period the
Argenunes never had cause 1o
regret it.

Lhe only notable attempt on
goal after the break from the hal-
lans was a Luigi Di Biagio freekick
saved by Burgos in injury time.

Both Trapattoni and Bielsa
made several second half substi-
tutions but the shape of the game
never changed with  Argentina
dlwavs on LOp.

[rapattoni had given Fioren-
lina defender Alessandro Pierini
and Atalanta's Christian Zenoni
their first caps for Italy in the
starting line-up.

Bielsa included three Lazio
plavers Diego Simeone, Juan
Scbhastian Veron and Crespo - in
his starting line-up and one AS
Roma player in defender Walter
Samuel for this match at the home
ground of the two Roman clubs,

Simeonce was winning his 99th
cap lor his country.
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Two World Cup qualifiers ended
welgium
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in expected victones lor
and Portugal who played minnows
San Marino and Andorra respec-
Lively,

Belgium  thrashed
boys San Marino 10-1
win for the hosts in a competilive
match = at Brussels to move above
Scotland at the top of Group 6.

'he Belgians beat Zambia by
the same margin in 1994 but that
was in a friendly.

A hat-trick by substitute Bob
Peeters in 12 madcap minutes in
the second-hall rounded off the
rout after the hosts led 3-0 at hall-
time through goals by Yves
Vanderhaeghe, Emile Mpenza and
Bart Goor,

But they added a further seven
after the break belore San Marino
claimed a last minute goal thanks
to Andy Selva, their only full-time

whipping
a record

Figo inspires Portugal

Belgium on a rampage

prolessional

While went on  the
rampage for probably the easiest
hat-trick of his carecr, Vander-
hacghe and Goor also added to
their tally with a goal apiece while
Walter Baseggio and veleran Marc
Wilmots were also on target.

Peelers

Ihe win leaves Belgium level
on sceven points with Scotland but
ahead on goal difference, with
both having played three games.

Belgium  now  have  seven
points from three matches, the
same as Scotland, but with a vastly
superior goal dilference of 14-]
compared ta Scotland's 4-1. Scol-
land meet Belgium in Glasgow on
March 24

Portugal also picked up three
points with a straightlorward 3-0
win over Andorra at Funchal to
stretch their lead at the top of

STANDINGS

Group Two. Luis Figo, the world's
most expensive plaver, put Portu-
pal ahead after only one minute,
but the expected rout never took
place.

IFigo added one more and
Pauleta also scored as Portugal
strengthened their group position.

'hey now have 10 points from
four matches, ahead of Cyprus (6
from 3), Estonia (6 [rom 4), Ireland
(5 from 3), Netherlands (4 from 3)
and Andorra (0 from 5).

I'he Duteh had a disappointing
night, drawing 0-0 at home against
Furkey in a Iriendly while Cyprus
showed signs of their slow im-
provement with a 4-3 win over
Ukraine in the third-fourth place
maitch of the Cyprus lour-nation
lourngament.

Romania won the cup with a 3-
0 win over Lithuania in the hnal.

AEP, raris
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2002 World Cup European Zone standings after Wedensday's matches
(played. won, drawn, lost, goals [or, against, points):

GROUP TWO

Portugal A
Cyprus 3
I'stonia 1
lh*lnlhlu of lreland i
Holland !
Andorra J

GROUP SIX

Belgium §
Scotland 3
Latvia 3
C.roatia 2
San Marino 3
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| () 9 2 1)
0 x 8 G 6
0 2 4 ¢ 6
2 () 0 3 0
| | § | |
() 5 ) 14 {)
| () 14 | {
| |] 1 | 7
() 2 I 5 4|
2 0 | | 2
() 3 | 13 ()

INTERNATIONAL

FRIENDLY RESULTS
AT A GLANCE

ALP, raris

International friendly results on
Wednesday:

At Birminglham, England

England 3 (Barmby 38, IHeskey
o4, Ehiogu 70) Spain 0

At Belfast

Northern Ireland 0 Norway 4
(Helstad 20, 49, Carew 30, Sten-
saas 37)

At Rome

ltaly 1 (Fiore 26) Argentina 2
(Kily Gonzalez 36, Crespo 48)

At Amsterdam

Holland 0 Turkey 0

At Luxembourg

Luxembourg 0
(Forssel 80)

At Nicosia

Poland 4 (Olisadebe 21, Kar-
wan 45, Hajto 60, Krzynowek 90)
switzerland O

At Vaduz, Liechtenstein

Liechtenstein 0 Lawvia 2 (Mi-
holaps 63, Verpakovkids 66)

Al Nicosia

Romania 3 (Ganea
Contrea 57) Lithuania 0

At Heraklion, Crete

Greece 3 (Charisteas 2, 32, Ba-
sinas 90-pen) Russia 3 (Buznikin
34, 70, Khokhlov 48)

Al Nicosia

Cyprus 4 (Okkas 17, Engomitis
39, Malekkos 81-pen, Charalam-
bous 104) Ukraine 3 (Melashenko
9, Vorobei 57, 63)

At Koper, Slovenia

Slovenia 0 Uruguay 2 (Olivera
20, Zalayeta Hi)

At Skopje

Macedonia 1  (Hristov
Czech Republic 1 (Kuka 43)

At Zenica, Bosnin-Herzegovina

Bosnia-lHerzegovina 1 (Bar-
barez 22) Hungary | (Horvath 13)

Finland |

12, 40,

35)

Weah assault
trial postponed

."U"l’. [.ishon

—_—

A court case concerning a head-
butting incident involving former
world footballer of the year George
Weah  was  postponed here
Wednesday alter the Liberian sta
lailed to show at court.

FC Porto plaver Jorge Costa has
launched a lawsuit against Weah,
accusing him of head-butting him
alter a champions League match
between FC Porto and AC Milan in
19906.

Weah, currently on the books
at French first division giants Mar-
seillc was away on international
duty with Liberia on Wednesday.
I'he case was postponed until
March 28.

K'e 4 Football
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sven Goran Lriksson's reign as
England coach got off 1o a dream
start here on Wednesday with an
impressive 3-0 win over Spain in a
friendly international at Villa Park.

Liverpool duo  Nick Barmby
and Emile Heskey scored either
side of half-time and Middles-
brough defender Ugo Ehiogu
who used to play here for Aston
Villa - added a third with 20 min-
utes to go to round ofl an excellent
night for Eriksson.

Second-hall substitute Javier
Moreno ol Alaves compounded
Spain's misery by missing a pen-
alty 10 minutes from time.

Eriksson was delighted with his
side’'s  performance - despite
making a shaky start.

"It was a good result and a
good performance, beamed Eriks-
son. “Take away the first 15-20
minutes and 1 think we deserved
(o win. IU's always a good resul
when you beat Spain.”

Asked what he had learned

i Park, Birmingham on February 28.

from his first game in charge
Eriksson said: ‘I know the players
much better now. 1 am proud of
them all and the spirit is very good
within the squad.”

Spain coach Jose Camacho was
disappointed with the way his side
capitulated after starting brightly.

"We started well with plenty of
good passing but England were far
more decisive. Too many umes we

had possession without much
ellect.”
There was a4 one-minule si-

lence before kick-ofT in memory of
the 13 people who died earlier on
Wednesday in a train crash near
the northern English town of
Selby,

The tribute was also for Stan
Cullis, the great Wolves coach of
the club's European glory days in
the 1950s, who died aged 85 late
on luesday.

On a bitterly cold night Eng-
land were the first to threaten
when Barmby's low drive flashed
wide of the post and at the other
end Ismael Urzaiz headed wide for
Spain  [rom Manuel Garcia's
probing cross.

Alter the opening exchanges

PHOTO -AFP

Josep_Guardiola (C ) of Spain makes a headed clearance while England
star Michael Owen ( R)look on during their international friendly at Villa

The Baily Star

England make Eriksson proud

Spain enjoyed a spell ol posses-
sion with Valencia plavmaker
Gaizka Mendieta  pulling  the

strings in midfeld for the lively

visitors and England struggling to
move beyond their own half.

Real Madrid's Ivan Helguera
struck a sweet half-volley from 25
yards after 19 minutes which
James saved comfortably in (he
England goal.

Six minutes later Charlton de-
fender Chris Powell, given his
internatonal debut at 31, evaded a
couple of challenges before feed-
ing Andy Cole who set up Paul
Scholes, but  the  Manchesier

United midhelders low shot was

easily dealt warth by Spam goal-
kecper Iker Casillas.

Nicky Butt went close with a far
post header on the hall hour and a
minute later Scholes' cheeky back-
heel almost put Michael Owen
through but the Liverpool striker
was marginally offside,

Fngland grew in conflidence
and after 38 minutes they took the
lcad thanks to Barmby.

Rio Ferdinand’s delensive
clearance found Cole whose
flicked header directed the ball
into Owen's [eel.

Owen chipped a delightful ball
through for his Liverpool col-
lecague and Barmby went in
bravely 1o flick the ball past the
onrushing Casillas and into the
back of the Spanish nel.

Eriksson used six substitutes ai
hall-time and one of them, Frank
Lampard, almost doubled Eng-
land’s lead a minute
break but he failed to find
target with his blistering drive.

Moreno, g hall-time replace-
ment lor Ursaiz, then had Nigel
Martyn - a substitute for David
James between the England goal-
posts - at [ull stretch from his 1ow-

ering header.

England took (ull control of the
malch alter 54 minutes by in-
creasing their lead through Hes-

Koy,

lampard’s teasing corner was
met by fellow substitute Ehiogu
who caused confusion in Spain
defence by clattering into Casillas
and the ball fell kindly 1o Heskey -
who also came off the bench - and

he slammed home from close
range,
Heskey almost doubled his

tally moments later but his bullet

header was cleared off the line.

I-hiogu got in on the scoring
act himself after 80 minutes rising
unchallenged 1o meet Barmby's

curling corner with a bullet header

Much to the delight of the
home crowd Moreno then had his

by

spot-kick  brilliantly saved
Martyn after being hauled down
by Ehiogu.

alter the
the

USA, Jamaica set the pace

! 2C02

Rodrigo  Cordero's  injury-time
goal lilted Costa Rica in o a 2-2
draw with Honduras on Wednes-
day in a 2002 World Cup qualilic
al San Jose.

[he draw lelt the two teams
two points behind the United
States and Jamaica alter the [irst
three matches in the hexagonal
final qualilying round for the

North and Central America and
C.aribbean region.

In the day's earlier matches,
the United States deleated Mexico
2-0 and Jamaica beat Trinidad and
Fabago 1-0 to head the six-nation
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group.
| Jose Luis Pineda opened the
scoring for Honduras in the sec-
. ond minute, with a powerful
[' header [rom a corner kick.
| The visitors' 1-0 lead lasted
[' through the first half as Honduras
domianted midlield against Costa
| Rica’s ineflective attack and weak
defence.

In the second half, Costa Rican
mandager Alexander Guimaraes
reinforced his attack with Alexan-
der Sunsing, and in the 69th min-
ute the hosts’ new aggression paid
oll when Rolando Fonseca beal
[Honduran Noel Valladares with a
header.

Despite a Irenzied effort, Costa
Rica couldn't lurther penetrate the
[ {fonduran delence.

Against the run of play, it was
the visitors who broke the dead-
lock through Milton "Tvson” Nu-
nez in the 85th minute.

Cordero salvaged

the draw,

STANDINGS

and an important poin{, when he
claimed the ball on the edee of the
arca and slotted his shot home.

Josh WollT scored 64 seconds
into the second half and set up the
second goal in the waning minutes
to lift the United States to a 2-0
victory over archrivals Mexico at
Columbus, Ohio.

The win, only the third time the
US had beaten the Mexicans in
World Cup qualifying, gave the
Americans three points and a
share of the lead in the final-round

CONCACAF group along with
Jamaica.
The loss, which extended

Mexico's winless streak 10 six
games (0-5-1), could cost coach
Enrique Meza his job.

Fhat's when Wolll came into
the  game. replacing  Brian
McBride, the host's most danger-
ous scoring threat in the 151th mi-
nute.  McBride had suffered a

H.FP, Muontevigleo

Standings in the World Cup 2002 final qualifving tournament for North
and Central America and the Caribbean alter Wednesday's matches
(plaved, won, drawn, lost, goals for, against, points):

United States I I
Jamaica I |
Honduras | ()
Costa Rica ] 0
Trinidad-Tobago 1 0
Moexico ] 0
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0 () 2 0 )
0 U I U o
I () 2 2 I
| 0 2 2 I
U I U l ()
() | 0 2 ()
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USA defender Tony Sanneh ( C) holds off Mexico dangerman Luis Hernandez (R ) while custodian Brad Friedel
scampers for the ball during their World Cup 2002 CONCACAF Zone qualifier at Columbus on February 28

swollen right eye after he was el-
bowed in the face. The United
States then lost playmaking mid-
hielder Claudio Revna to a moder-
ate left groin strain in the 43rd
minute and was replaced by Clint
Mathis.

With the key plavers out of ac-
tion. WollT toek centerstage in the
second hallf,

With the second hall barely a
minute old, defender Jeff Agnos
cleared a Mexican shot out of the
penalty area to Joe-Max Moore,
who knocked the ball to Mathis.
Mathis launched a 30-yard pass to
the streaking WollT, who beat

wandering goalkeeper Jorge
Campos outside of the penalty
area. The ball bounded off Cam-
pos's knee and Wollf twirled
around and found himself with an
empty goal to shot at from 16
vards for his second international
goal and a precious 1-0 lead.

WollT, one of the heroes ol the
United States' fourth-place finish
N the Sydney Olympics, turned
playmaker in the 88th minute. He
beat defenders Claudio Suarez and
Alberto Macias on the right side of
the box and found Earnie Stewart,
who slotted it home from 12 vards.

At Kingston. a brilliant first-
hall goal from Tyrone Marshall
Was enough to give a grieving Ja-
maica side a win over Trinidad
and Tobago.

I'he US-based Marshall gave
the hosts the advantage in the 16th
minute, latching onto a loose ball
some 30 yvards out and beating a
defender before finng a thunder-
ous shot that hit the underside of
the crossbhar and crashed inte the
back of the net.

lamaica's  Brazilian coach

Clovis De Oliviera said this victory,
achieved under very rying cir-
cumstances, will further motivate
the team in the remaining qualifi-
ers in the North and Central
American and Caribbean region.

“This victory means a whole lot
L0 us. We have gone through a lot.
We lost Stephen Malcolm tragi-
cally. In addition to that, our two
lop goalkeepers were not avail-
able because of injuries and our
top striker Onandi Lowe, was un-
available because of a ban.
~ Malcolm, a 30-year-old mid-
liclder capped 91 times, was killed
N a car accident in January.

I the next round of games,
Costa Rica next hosts Trinidad and
Tobago on March 28 while IHon-
duras takes on the United States.
Mevxico  will  host  Jamaica  on

March 25.
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