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Photography

Reading minds of great faces

Nasir Ali Mamun captures personalities of our time through his camera

Moulana Bhashani

NAFID IMRAN AHMED
HOTOGRAPHER  Nasir Ali
P Mamun needs no introduc-
tion. He is labelled as
'‘Camerar Kobi'--'the poet with a cam-
era' for his brilliant portrait photogra-
phy. His photographs of prominent
people are fantastic statements of their
image and personality. Nasir's has just
had a solo, his 44th, show of portraits in

black and white at National Museum.
The famous faces he has seen
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through his lens speak voluminously
about his photographic skill and emo-
tion gone into the portraits. They no
longer a narration of a moment of a
great and famous person's life but also

arecord of intimate observation.
Like a reader of faces Nasir Ali

Mamun tries to prove wether the light of
wisdom is measurable through a single
click on a face. His clicks not only
capture a face, they also capture a lot of
other things with it which is why he is
the finest portrait photographers the
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country has. No other photographer of
this country has ever photographed so
many internationally famous personali-
ties. Nasir Ali Mamun has traversed
three continents and has met many

famous persons.
He captures the time in the single

moment of his click and that time is
preserved forever. The ones he photo-
graphs are immortal to the humanity.
The most striking aspect of his portrai-
ture is that it masterfully depicts the
essential features of each personality
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who was photographed. His portraits,
strictly speaking, do not belong to any
genre. They are sui generis. He has in
his photographic repertoire writers,
poets, artists, politicians, scientists and

international figures.
Mamun started doing personality

photography from the very beginning of
his career, which is after the liberation
war. Many of the photographs dis-
played at the exhibition are more than
26 years old and many of the personali-
ties photographed are now dead.
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Portraits of great Bangalees featuring
in the show are Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, Moulana Bhashani,
M A G Osmani, Jasim Uddin, Zainul
Abedin, S M Sultan, Abdur Razzak,
Ahmad Sharif, Sufia Kamal, Jahanara
Imam, Abdul Matin, Akhtaruzzaman
Elias, Abdus Salam, Saukat Osman,
Mohammad Kudrat E Khuda, Santu
Larma, among others and images of
international celebrities like Mother
Teresa, Amartya Sen, Joseph Brodsky,
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Jasim Uddin

Derek Walcot, Octavio Paz, Hemanta

Mukhopadhya, Allen Ginsberg,
Bismillah Khan, Cezlow Milosz, Gunter
Grass suggest that great men's are

global citizen.
Observing the fleeting moments of

these great people's lives captured
through the camera one is convinced of
Nasir Ali Mamun's sensitive eye for
details. Mamun's magic in portrait
photography is his ability to play with
light and darkness. The combination of
light and darkness creates varied
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perspectives. With the change of
incident light the facial expression of a
human changes radically. The photo-
graphs somehow seem to bring out the
idiosyncrasies of the photographed
characters. Artist Qamrul Hasan once
wrote 'Nasir AliMamun'is an artist. He
indeed is. It seems that he draws his
photos through his camera. Places
lightand darkness with his lens.
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A joint art exhibition by two sisters
Tia and Nadia Chowdhury started
at the North South University (BTA
tower 6th floor) yesterday.

The money collected from the
exhibition will help disabled Shiekh
Mohammad Shaheen for the
implantation of artificial limbs. The
exhibition will come to an end on
March 2.

Killigion

An art exhibition by Kajol titled
Killigion' started at the Gallery
Chitrak on February 23. The
exhibition will remain open from
10a.m. - 8p.m.everyday till March 4.

Three genera-

tions in art
Agroup art exhibition by artist Jindu
Prova Debi, Swapan Chowdhury,
Sultana Mahmood Milita and
Shayan Chowdhury Arnob, three
generations from one family has
started at the Drik Gallery.

The exhibition will be open to all

This brilliant exhibition came to an from 3p.m. - 8p.m. everyday fill
end yesterday, February 28, 2001. March 2.
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