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German national coach Rudi Vol
ler admiuved on Mondav o ALY
that his side had unproved smee
their dreadrul Varo 2000 perfonm
ances under predecessor  Frieh
Ribbeck hut there was stll a |1l|'|;.1
way to go belore thev could bhe
considered viable 2002 Warld ( uj
contenders.

Fhe former German interng
tional striker. a member of bath
the 1990 Warld Cup winning sids
and the one that lost the 19486
hnal, has guided a virtually un-
changed tcam fram the one that
latled 1o win a mateh in Euro 2000
to three suceessive victories - in-
cluding two in the World Cup
quahliers over Greece and main
rivals England.

“You only need a few victories
to elicit rave reviews but suffer one
delcat and the critics spring up all
over the place, that's Toothall,
explained 40-vear-old Voller, who
had virtually no coaching experi-
ence when taking up his post,

"We have certainly come out
irom the woods but we are no
where near the summit at (he
moment, added Voller, who has
brought his side here for a friendly
with the World and Europcan
champions, France, on Tuesda

Voller, who was given the top
pust when the man he was keep-
mg the spot warm for his former
boss at Bundesliga outhit Bavcer
Leverkusen Christoph Daum was
unable to take it up after confess-
Ing (o taking cocaine, said he was
really looking forward to taking on
the French again.

Voller, who scored in the 2-0
1986 World Cup semi-final win
over France, said it was always a
special occasion.,

“The 1982 semi-final (Germany
came from 3-1 down in extra-time
to draw 3-3 and win an penalties)
which I watched on holiday was a
truly great match and one which
France deserved to win,” he said.

‘Its always a special maitch
when these two footballing giants
meet, my players are too voung (o
remember 1982 well but thev're
geared up now to beat the World
Cup holders,” he added

Voller, who was capped 90

times, claimed that while Italian
clubs had performed disastroush
in  European competition this
season - they have no representa-
tives in the UEFA Cup quarter-

finals and Lazio are out of the
Champions Leagus they still
made up the best league in

IUIH;“.'.

“The Italian league is still th
best and - mosi mpettive and |
believe that the Bundesliga is on
the same level as the English Pre-
miership and French ones,” hi
sald.

Inzaghi, Del Piero

get luggage
shock

AFP, o
juventus strikers Alessandro Del
Prero and  Filippo Inzaghi had
their bags stolen as they arrived at
Fiumicono airport to link up with
the Italian team who play Argen-
tna i & Inendly at the Olympi
Stadium on Wednesda
I hen
with the emblem of the
wenl

bags - casily distinguish
[(al

missiny

abli
1Ian national side
and Inzaghy's had the lock lorced
with several items including cash
laken.

Del Piero
with his luggage.

he Juventus  plavers were
travelling on the same, Might as
plavers from Parma and one the-
ory was that fans of Italian league
leaders AS Roma might have tar-
geted the cases of plavers with
Juventus, their principal rivals o
the Scudetto.

SA booter
airlifted to
hospital

AFP, Capw Lo
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A South Alrican Premier League
footballer was airlifted to hospital
after collapsing with heart trouble
during a weekend match
SuperSport United midfielder

was later reuntied

Thomas Madigage slumped to the

ground when he collided with an
opponent and was given oxygen
and put on a drip before a heli-
copter landed

“I knew it wis serious when
Thomas sdank ta a low level of con-
sciousness dand  had  trouble
breathing. He suflered cardiac
shock,” United physiotherapist
Cornell Driessen told reporters.

Club officials said Madigage,
capped several nmes for South

Alrica in the build-up to the 1996

African Nations Cup, was out ol
danger and expected to be dis-
charged soon

The matchagainst Hellenie at
Hartleyvale  Stadium  finished
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AEP, Rome
- |
lah and Argentina meet Wednes-

dav night in Rome's Clvimpie St

ditan in o mately s bath sides
adnit s more than just a lniendly,
Fhe two countiies, historically
linked, are two ol the aristocrats ol
the planet’'s most popular sport
with hive World Cup  successes
between them,

The last ume these two giants
ol world tootbhall met was in the
1990 World Cup semi-linal  at
Naples.

In that match ltaly ook the
lcad  through Salvatore  "loto'
Scillachi but Argentina equalised
through Claudio Caniggia. going
on o win the penalty shootout,
climinating the host nation and
favournles.,

Fhev also met in the 1986
World Cup in Mexico - a 1-1 draw,
In Spain in 1982 it was haly, who
had limped through qualilying
with three draws against Poland,
'cru and Cameroon, who elimi-
nated the pre-tournament favour-
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Argentina’s much-hvped Diego
Maradona flailed to shine - his
time would come four vears later
in Mexico - and goals [rom Marco
'ardelli and Antonio Cabrini gave

Italy v Argentina

Champagne with caviar

[taly a 21 win, putting them on
the course that would take them
past Brazil, Poland  (again) and
West Germany to win their [irs
World Cup for 48 vears. .

Wednesday will be more of a
[estival occasion between  Latin
countries that have a lot in com-
mon.

Just as matches between Brazil
and lformer colonial masters Por-
tugal have a special resonance so
do matches between ltaly and
Argentina which has a huge Laalian
population.

In football terms that migra-
tnon 15 in reverse with countless
Argentinians  sceking  their  for-
tunes in Serie A. Nowhere is that
trend more in cvidence than in
Rome.

Lazio have live Argentines on
their books with lour - Hernan
Crespo, Juan Scbhastian Veron,
Claudio Lopez and Diego Simeone
- all featuring in Marcelo Bielsa's
squad for Wednesday's [riendly.
Only young winger Lucas Martin
Castroman misses out,

AS  Roma, meanwhile, have
three Argentinians in the peerless
Gabriel Batistuta, Abel Balbo and
Walter Samuel although only de-
fender Samuel is in the reckoning
for the match.

hree other Italy-based Argen-
tintans are in the 18 plavers
named by Bielsa with the others
Inter Milan's Javier Zanetti, Na-

\
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poli's Claudio Husain and Bolo-
gnas Julio Cruz,

Bielsa admitted that Wednes-
day's mateh was more than just a

- Mriendly, saving: "It is not like

other games. Italy have great play-
ers like (Paolo) Maldini, (Fran-
cesco)  Totti and | (Alessandro)
Nesti. My bovs are really looking
forward to this match which will
be Hercely contested and intense
and thev will want (o prove e
quaadies o oot pational feam

Haly 1 Ss Govarig Lrap diond
has bowed to the Boman theine ol
Wednesday s maieh by declarin
he will definiely play Roma skip

per Francesca Lot in his Staring
line-up,

\

Lrapattoni said: "1vis a prestige
games Argenting are among (he
(op three or four countries in the
world, Tt gives us a chance o trv
other solutions.” l

Atalanta’s twins Cristiano and
Damiano Zenoni will hope o be-
come the fifth pair ol brothers o
play in the same mateh for haly as
both coaches admit they are using
the opportunity 1o experiment
with the 2002 World Cup in Japan
and South Korea just over a vear
away, |

With both sides well on (the
Wav to qualifving for that tourna
ment few would be surprised if the
next clash ol these two giants will
be in Asia,

AFP, ¢ T LITE
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welcome to the Cold War, World
Cup style.

Longtime North American ri-
vals Mexico and the United States
Kick off the final round of World
Cup qualifving here Wednesday in
a key match that could be played
IN a snowstorm.

Forecasts call for a 50 percent
chance of snow in this Midwestern
cilty, chosen as a host site in part
because US officials wanted cold
conditions and a place without a
major Hispanic population that
might cheer on the visitors.

I'he Americans see the cold as
edge against the Mexicans,
whom they have beaten only twice
in qualifying since 1934.

~The Mexican players are used
to warm weather and a lot of the
US players are used to the cold
weather,” US midfielder Chris
Armas said. "The colder the better
LI that happens to be an advan-
lage, we will take 11"

he US team has learned about

Al

United States goalie Brad Friedel practises blocking
Practice Facility in Obetz, Ohio on February 26.

US hope to catch ‘em cold

gamesmanship in the qualifying
process

The Americans have been
lorced to play on the road through
the years in less than ideal condi-
tions, including 7,500-feet high
Mexico City and in the middle of
the Guatemalan jungle.

The match kicks off a nine-
month, 10-game schedule for each
of six North American finalists.
F'he tournament will determine
three berths at next year's World
Cup co-hosted by South Korea
and Japan.

Challenging the favored US
and Mexican teams are Jamaica,
I'rinidad and Tobago, Honduras
dand Costa Rica.

Despite Mexico's sub-par re-
sults in recent friendlies, US coach
Bruce Arena doesn’t expect his
countrv's archrivals ta roll over
and shive

L he Mexicans ol
in shambles. They
Hve consecutive nitches, includ
INg 4 2-01oss to the US team in Los
Angeles last October and a 3-0 loss
in last June's US Cup. Their platy -
ers aren't talking to the media and

e
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shots during a training session at the Columbus Crew

caoach borigae Neza las i eat -
ened Lo gl

~Fhey are not in as much trou-
ble as (hey appear to be,”™ Arena
said. "I think thev are going (0
have a good team on Wednesday

and are going to be lough to beat,

you need o ignore the resulis
from the last few months. They
will be insignilicant when  the

whistle !‘Jllru*-.nl'] "t"v.l*l.hh‘wt].l‘_\..'

Mexico, however, will be with-
out  two  starters  --  lornwvard
Cuauhtemoce Blanco, who was
sidelined for several manths alter
d vicious tackle by Trinidad and
lobagan defender Ansil Eleock.
and midfliclder Ramon Ramirez.
who was injured in a fatal
crash in December.

“The loss of Blanco and Rami-
rez will hurt them,” Arena said.
You can't replace those types ol
plavers easilv. But in international
soccer vou rarely have vour [ull
team on the held.”

Luis [ernandez, who plays for
the Los Angeles Galaxy but is cur-
rentdly on loan to America in the
Mexican Iirst Division, reportedly
has a lelt hamstring pull. But when
healthy, he is a dangerous plaver.
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REUTERS, Amsterdam

lhe Netherlands take on Turkev in
a [friendly international on
Wednesday urgently needing 1o
rediscover their Euro 2000 form
and to revive hopes of qualifying
for the 2002 World Cup.

e Durtch had a rather fortu-
nate 2-1 win i Spain in their last
friendly outing, but are languish-
ing next (o bouom in European
qualifying group two, with only
Andorra below them.

The Euro 2000 semifinalists
have little time to recover their
touch belore a crucial game in
Portugal next month, but coach
Louis van Gaal has 12 players oul,
maostly through injury,

Munchester ~ United's  Jaap
Stam should at least return to the
porous Dutch defence, but lef
winger Boudewiin Zenden is oul
and the PSV trio of Amold Brug-
pink, kevin Holland and Wilfred

poalless.

1 Bouma are unavailable,

Holland v Turkey
The ‘Oranje’ have a point to prove

Deportivo striker Koy NMakaay
IS expecied o team up in attack
with Patrick Kluivert, now back on
form with Barcelona

In defence, Van Gaal will get a
the Stam/Frank de
a hittle-tested
Stam's  long

chance to sce
Boer combination --
partnership  given
Injury absence.

The game will also be a chance
for several new plavers like Vitesse
Arnhem's Victor Sikora and PSV's
John de Jong, hoth l'_\l‘u'l'll'l] 1O
make their international debuts

Furkey, who reached the Furo

2000 quarter-finals,  see¢  the
fricndly as a chance to make
amends alter a humtlianng 1-0

defeat to France in a friendhy
November.

"France was a had result. Hol-
land are a strong team. We need (o
think of defence as well as attack,”
Anatolian  news  agency quoted
coach Senol Gunes as saying,

However, their Waorld Cup
qualifying campaign is reasonably
on track. They drew 1-1 in Sweden
in October, and a 1-0 win in Azer-

baijan means they lead group four

with seven points from three
matches. ‘Thev host Slovakia in a
month's time. |

"We are a team that is continu-
ally improving and on the rise, We
are nol at the level of Spain or Traly
but we are striving (o get there,”
Ciunes said.

Inter Milan striker Hakan Su-
kur said the side would have addi-
tonal motivatdon rom the finan-
cial crisis in Turkev.,

"Looking from Halv,
seems ina bad way, " said Hakan,

| urkey

POSSIBLE TEAMS

Netherlunds: Ldwin van der
Sar;  Andre  Ooijer, Jaap Stam,
Frank de Boer, Marc vab Hintum;
Mark van Bommel, Clarence
Scedorf, Edgar Davids, Philip
Cocu; Rov  Makaay, Patrick
Kluivert,

Turkey: Rustu Recber; Ogun
lemizkanoglu, Fatih Akyel, Alpay
Ozalan, Okan Buruk, Sergen Yal-
cin, Tugay Kerimoglu, Emre Belo-
zoglu, Hasan Sas, Hakan Sukur,
Oktay Derelioglu
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Batistuta out
of action

AFL, tome

\rgentinian Gabriel Batistuta has
strained the medial ligaments ol
his right kncee and ¢ould be out of
action for three o four weeks,
doctors with his halian club side
AS Roma said Monday,

Batstuta sustained the injury
during Roma's 2-0 victory over
Vicenza at the weekend but has
had problems with his knee all
season. .

The diagnosis was made alter
the player underwent a magnetic
resonance scan in a Roman clinice
an Monday evening.

His absence will be a blow to
toma who are leading the Talian
First Division by six points.

Conceicao receives
Spanish

passport
AFP, La Conna

Real Madrid's Brazilian midfieldes
Flavio Conceicao was  awarded
Spanish nationality on Monday
which should improve his chances
of gaining a place in the team as
there are no limits on EU players
plaving in a team,

“Gaining Spanish nationality is
very important for me, it's a
momemt I've been waiting for for
two vears,” said the 26-year-old.

The Brazilian  international,
who joined the European champi-
ons lor 23 million dollars in the
close season from Spanish title-
holders Deportivo La Coruna, has
had a Irustrating season compet-
ing with the likes of Luis Figo,
Steve McManaman and Claude
Makcelele for a midfield place -
injurv has scen him  sidelined
stnce January,

Lawyers dismiss
Azhar’s claim

REUTERS, 11vderabad

Former India captain Mohammad
Azharuddin’s  claim  that
were drregularities in the match-
lixing inquiry which led 1o a lile
han from the game were baseless,
lawyers said on Monday:.

Azharuddin was banned by the
Indian cricket board (BCCH afier
he and four Indian“Test plavers
were named in a {ederal Central
Burcau ol Investigation (CBI) re-
porton match-fixing last vear.

'he president of the BCCI and
s - anti-corruption official  filed
their replics on Monday in a court
hearing Azharuddin's plea againsi
his ban.

Fhe civil court in Hyderabad
selits next hearing for March 7
Ater Azharuddin's lawver sough:
tme to study the replies. Azha
ruddin challenged the decision in
court last month.

Iis petition named the BCCL,
BCCI chiel AC Muthiah and anti-
corruption investigator K Madha-
van as respondents and contested
the “irregularities” in the match-
fixing inquiny conducted by Mad-
havan. |

Bell back to
NZ Test fold

INTERNET, tinrcdetd

there

Wellington skipper Matthew Bell
has been recalled (o the New Zea-
land (eam for the first Test against
Pakistan, startung on March 8 in
Auckland.

Bell, who on Sunday led Wel-
lington to their first Shell Trophy
victory in 11 vears, replaces Mat-
thew Hore, who will be sidelined
lor up to two months due o a
virus,

Bell last plaved a Test in India
in October 1999, scoring 29 runs
lrom lour innings in the series. His
cight Tests have vielded 221 runs
al an average ol 15.78, with a high-
est score ol 83 against England.

But he has been brilliant this
season in the Shell Trophy, scoring
#44 runs at an average of 52.75,
including live centuries.

The 24-vear-old, who cele-
biated his birthday on Sunday and
then a day later, Wellington's Shell
Trophy triumph, admitied he was
mentally frail in his carlier Tests.

| was probably a bit naive, |
was reasonably young," Bell told
the Press Association of New Zea-
land.

“I've fallen down in the pasi
and frozen a bit. I've had my fean
ol failure like everybody else.

‘I've learned not 1o put so
much pressure on mysell, accept
I'm gaing to [ail sometimes, but as
long as I'm giving 120 per cent 'l
be happy.”

Wellington  coach  Vaughn
lohmson said the Wellington cap-
taincy had seen Bell mature as a
batsman this year,

He believed Bell had bounced
back well from the disappoint-
mont of being dropped from the
lest side, but Faced a tough task to
retain his place.

“In the past he's thought a little
bit too much about technique,”
Johnson said.

“He's more relaxed now,

“I'm very mindful that Pakistan
are nol an easy side to make vour
T'est comeback against, and | hope

he gets through it”
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France v Germany

Historic rivalry revisited

m_f_gotball :

ﬂFP. Paris

France and Germany may only be
plaving a Iriendly at the Stade de
France on Tuesday - their firsi
meeting for four years - but the
word should only be used advis-
edly as every time these two play
cach other itis as if the World Cup
trophyis up for grabs.

The two countries provided
perhaps one ol the greatest World
Cup matches ol all time in the
1982 semi-linals when Germany -
whose goalkeoper Harald Sehu
macher had callonsh knocked o
Patcick Banston the scecond
halt = came lram 321 down in ex.

i

(ri-time to beat the Michel Platini
inspired French on penalties.

Four years later Franee hayving
done the apparently hard bit by
beating Brazil on penalties in the

(quartee-linals - PSGocoach Luis
Fernandez converting the decider
- they slipped up again against the
Guermans losing 2-0 with current
German coach Rudi Voller scoring
the second.

Romantics believe the Freneh
fcam ol the 1982-86 vintage were
better than the team that have
been crowned World and Euro-
pean champions in the space of
(WO years.,

However, those responsible for
the modern day weam would sav
that hard headed realism  and
strong defence have been brought
in - (wo factors missing from the
earlier team - but it is the latter
that will face a searching test on
Tuesday from the German attack.

Chelsea pair I'rank Leboeuf, 33,
and Marcel Desailly, 32, should
line up in central defence while
Bayern Munich's Bixente Lizarazu,
J1, ulso remains a first choice for
France, whether any of the (hree
will be fast enough in 18 months

French football coach Roger Lemerre speaking to press during a
conference in Clairfontein, west of Paris, on February 26.

|
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remaains 1o be seen.

But the future isn't all bleak Hr‘

Willy Sagnol of Bavern Munich
and his former Monaco (eam-
mate Philipe Christanval, both 22,
emerge as potential long term
defensive replacements.

French coach Roger Lemerre
has also called up another prom-
Ising youngster in Manchester
United's Michacl Silvestre, 23, t
act as cover should Christanval
not recover from the ankle injury
he picked up on Saturday in the 1-
0 League Cup defeat of Chateaur-
Oux,

While Lemerre may be con-
cerned aboult the ageing process in
his defence he should have no
worries in attack as they are the
envy of Europe.

Thierry Henry, Nicholas Anelka
and David Trezeguet, who all es-
tablished themselves during Euro
2000, vie for the centre forward
spot with a glut of others, like
[Lvon's Steve Marlet.

Automatic gualilication for the
2002 World Cup forces the French
(o take their friendlies seriously, as
they showed last November when

=
¥

they destroyed Turkey, 4-0 in lf;-ﬁ

tambul,

Germany’s Luro 2000 hangover
would seem to have been cured by
the departure from the team of
unpopular former captain Lothar
Mathaus and coach Eric Ribbeck,
whose side failed to win a martch
in the compeltition.

When Voller's side beat Eng-
land in the last cver maich at
Wembley, a World Cup qualifier in
October, for his third successive
win, Germany were back on the
map and should now ofller France
a still challenge,

The new coach remained real-
istic ahiead o the friendly.

L s no rejoicing just vel,
we hine boaten our (wo eI
Waorld Cap rivals sind if we beat
Albania and Greece then we can
start  rejoicing.” Voller said on
Muonday.

\oller has made few changes (o
Ribbeck's squad and srill plays the
delensive triangular system with
the assured performances  of
Bavern lLeverkusen libero  Jens
Nowotny giving them a real boost,

Up front, the stars of AC Mi-
lan’s Oliver Bierholl and Bavern
Munich's Carsten Jancker would
seem 1o be waning, with Jancker's
lcam-mate gt Munich  Mehmet
Scholl and Liverpool's midfiedler
Dictmar Hamman now provide
the goals

%

-England Vv Spain
Forced last minute adjustments
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Last-minute ~withdrawals  have
disrupted the preparations  of
'ngland and Spain for Wednes-
day's much-anticipated friendly ai
\illa Park.

Swedish  coach Sven  Goran
Eriksson, taking charge of the
England team for the first time,
has lost at least five midfielders
through injury.

Spain, 100, have had a prob-
lematic build-up o Wednesday's
game, their first since a 2- 1 defeat
by the Netherlands in November.

A lew minutes before the squad
was due to set off from Madrid's
Barajas airport on Monday, Spain
found out that Fernando Hierro
would not be able to plav because
of the red card he was given
against the Dutch.

Hierro had to collect his bags
from the team bus and catch a taxi
home, while coach Jose Antonio
Camacho gave a last-minute call-
up to Real Zaragoza's Paco.

Camacho was then forced 1o
cancel the training session sched-

tled Tor Monday might ar W est
Bromwich Albion because of a
delay to the Might.

Goalkeepers kers Casillas and
Santiago Canizares are likely 1o
play a hall cach, while Hierro's
place could go to his club mate
lvan Helguera or to his replace-
ment Paco.

Alaves striker Javi Moreno,
leading scorer in  the Spanish
league with 17 goals so far this
lerm, could have to wait until the
second half to make his debut if
Camacho sticks with his first-
choice strike partnership of Raul
and Ismael Urzaiz.

l.uis Enrique, who has scored
Cight goals in his last six games,
should start in midfield alongside
his Barcelona tcam mate Pep
Guardiola.

Novelty abounds in the Eng-
land camp. Eriksson is England’s
lirst foreign coach, the venue is a
freshly-refurbished Villa Park --
not Wembley wich itself is await-
ing demolition -- and the team will
even have a new sirip for the occa-
sion.

Eriksson, though, has been hit
by the mass injury exodus familiar
to all his predecessors and which

has so Lar shom him ol nudbiclders
sleve McManaman, Kieron Dyer,
Ray Parlour and Michael Carrick.

In addition, Manchester
United's Paul Scholes has a stom-
ach upset and is doubtlul, while a
sixth  midfielder, injury-prone
Steven  Gerrard, was not even
picked in the squad even though
he played for Liverpool in Sun-
day’s League Cup final.

West Ham United’s uncapped
Joe Cole is Scholes's obvious re-
placement and his selection would

certainly prove popubin with the
Lons end Baghand s hied to-please
maoedin
SQUADS
England (possible):  David

James; Garv Neville, Sol Campbell,
Wes Brown, Ashley Cole: Nick
Barmby, Nicky Butt, David Beck-
ham (capt), Joe Cole: Emile Hes-
Key, Robbice Fowler.

Spain (possible): Iker (:usilluﬁ"ﬁ

Manuel Pablo, Abelardo. Ivan
Helguera, Sergi: Pep Guardiola,
Luis IEnrigue, Gaizka Mendiera,

Joseba  Etxeberria; Raul, Ismacl
Urzaiz.
Referee: Kvros Vassaras

(Greece)

Terim storms out

Fiorentina turn to

m.fsptban

AF Pi Florence

Roberto Mancini has been ap-
pointed new coach to Ttalian First
Division side Fiorentina, the club's
vice-president  Mario  Sconcerti
announced Monday evening.

Mancini was named just hours
alter his Turkish predecessor Fatih
Terim had resigned after a week-
¢nd when the Florence club had
made no effort to conceal that
they were targeting Mancini.

But he takes over at a club in
crisis with  Fiorentina's  director
general Giancarlo Antognoni also
quitting as did Terim's Turkish
assistants, his number two Anto-
nio Di Gennaro and goalkeeping
couch Andrea Pazzagli in solidar-
iy.

Fiorentina's new coach had as-
sisted  Sven Goran  Eriksson  at
Lazio carlier this season but had
most recently plaved on loan in

| Lngland with Leicester City.

Earlicr Monday, Azeglio Vicini,

I'.IH'NI'-'.'I N ol aly s Assowhn ol
Foarball Coaches, had sind Man-
cini could not coach Fiorentina
this Season because he had been
registered with Lazio but Scon-
Cert's announcement NOwW seems
to have settled the matter.
Sconcerti - insisted:  "From
Thursday Mancini will be in Flor-
ence 1o train Fiorentina with (Lu-
ciano) Chiarugi who has been
promoted from the youth team
(coach) to the first team squad.”

The Fiorentina vice-president

had a skirmish Monday night with
Antognoni on a regional TV net-
work ‘Canale 10', owned by the
Cecchi Gori family that runs the
club.

Antognoni phoned to give his
versio of events but Sconcerti said
he would come around 1o Antog-
noni's house (o cat in the next few
days o talk about the situation
but the ex-director general replied:
"1ewill be diflficult for that to hap-
pen,”

A\ntognoni, the plavmaker in
ahy's 1982 Warld Cup winning

squad  although he missed the
tinal  throughe agury. therclore

Mancini |
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Ferim's  tenure, i contrast
lasted @ mere nine months, He
had joined the club on the crest ol
the wave alter leading  Istanbul
outhr Galatasaray to the UEEN
Cup, the lirst ever Lurapean bo-
phy for a Turkish club.

e arnived at a time ol crisis
with Giovanni Trapatoni having
quit and the club’s talismaniey
\rgentinian striker Gabriel Batis
tuta having announced he wils
ending a record-breaking  pipge
vear stint in Florence 1o join A5
Roma.

Almost immediately Terim fell
out with club president \iuano
Cecchi Gori but despite having his
hands tied - no say in trapsier
policy - he steerved the club o the
Halian Cup Final and was suon
linked with the coaching post with
\C Milan which many expect Al
berto Zaccheroni 1o vacate in the
SHMMer.
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