Tl g -

D e el T g SRS SRR S T Sl S A

COMPUTERS

Did
R o o S ERE ! !
Sir Donald Bradman became the - g
Australian 10 be commemorated on a
postage stamp issued for Australian Day. A
portrat and an achon shot of the batting
ilegend from his hey-day in the 1930s were
launched in 1997. He is also the first

cncketer to be the subject ol a recorded
song. ‘Our Don Bradman' was released in
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Sir Don Bradman

The Don

EY YN Cricket

REUTERS, sviduen

Lhe passing of Sir Donald Brad-
man marked not only the death ol
a cricketing fegend but a spiritual
momaent in the history ol Australa,

'he  bush  elegraph  burned
hright today as news of the death
of “The Don”™ spread across this
sunhurnt land.

From rural  Cootamundra,
Bradman’s birthplace, o the dusty
outhack Birdsville Track and the
gleaming  high-tises ol Svdney,
Australians  gathered at petrol
pumps and around corner stores.

Al asked the same thing: “IDid
vit hear? Bradman s dead”

Within minutes of the news
that Bradman had died in his sleep
aged Y2 an Sundav, Australia was
I Mmourning

“For many Australians the
passing of Sir Donald Bradman
will be like a death in the family.
[le was an icon, an exemplar, a

George, 30, a talkback radio caller
from one small town.

But it was a national sadness
not just for the passing of 4 man,

but for what he represented. For
millions “the Don™ was the quin

Lessential Australian,

He was a man who rose from
humble beginnings in a small
country town to be the world's
greatest test cricketer.,

“Poetry and murder lived in
him together. He would slice the
bowling to rhythms and dance
without pity on the corpse,” wrole
one poet ol Bradman's cricketing
feats,

But despite his fame Bradman
remained an  egalitarian - man,
forever helping charities and
voung sportsmen and women,

“He was the most [amous Aus-
tralian ever, a national talisman,
the taciturm symbol of an unpre
lentious country,” said Mike Rann,
Labor opposition leader in Brad-
man’'s home state South Australia.

But manv Australians saw his
death as marking the end of an era

"Despire recent sad developments, £ AR 2re
¢ 4 kil g : s hero,” Labor opposition leader  (hen Australia was a fairer place
cricket will survive and remail owr = 5.1 caid A
> shall T | ) 1IVE.
most noble game and [ sha IFlags New at hall mast in “He was imbued with the spirit

always remain proud of the part |
played in its  hisrory and
development.”

While wishing the game in the
face of match-fixing in August
2000.

Cootamundra. Rush hour tralhc
slowed in some towns. The boss ol
\ustralia’s biggest grocer Wool-
worths began a company brieling
with a tribute to Bradman.

ol fair play. A lot of that is passing
Austraha 1s changing. We should
look back on people like Sir Don
and grab hold of what they gavi
us,” said John, another talkback
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People are in a daze. The 0 caller
—ﬁ streets are guiet. 1T am sad and R A N R o bk
T3, driving around in a daze.,” said 0 one wilt walk as tall.
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The world pays homage
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It's a sad dav because he was a
great plaver in any era,” said Hus
sain, "It's a sad day, especially lo
all Australians and our thoughits
go out (o their team and Austra
lians in general.

“There is one thing that is in
disputable - he was a great player
in his era and gencrally when that
happens, they would probably be

against Muttiah Muralitharan

see how he would have done it
he'd have probably just nurdled it
behind sguare ||‘n lor one and pol

L)

the last great playver of that era has
pone and we will acknowledge
him today and get on with trying

whatever era he plaved he would
been one ol the prealest 1
not the greatest - i0s an amazing
record and will never be equalled
He also studied the modern
game. On my very lirst toul
Australia I sat down with him one
alternoon at the Adelaide Oval and
he wasn't one ol those people who
went on about cricket in his day,
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L i NS sreal players in any cra, he was a thoroughly  pleasanm
“It would have been nice to man
Class. .. «. ... Boll No.#s. . . have seen him out here plaving Former England captain and

batting maestro David Gower said
“Nobhody will emulate  the
feats of The Don again. e would
have been supreme in any era and

v

achievements,”
Sir Donald Bradman's status as
the world's greatest cricketer has

AFP, sy BCB
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cricketers from all around the Pollock said on Monday, C

A collection of quotes by and
about cricketer Sir Donald Brad-
man:

*I saw much better Darsien
than I was, Lots of then. . they just
kept gerting our.” — Bradman,

SEE PAGE 15

PEACE

The scoreboard at the Adelaide Oval displays a farewell message after
the announcement of Sir Don Bradman's death.
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world and we know what the Aus-
tralian team will be feeling this
morning.

“They are just about to go into
a Test match and 1 think it is just
right o put the arm-bands on,
have a two-minute silence and

"Bradman was unique,” Pol-
lock, whose Test average was sec-
ond only to the Australian's, said.
"lle was the greatest batsman
that's ever played. People become
sceptical whenever a sportsman is

SEE PAGE 14
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Phone: (If any) . ..... o dangs o up the other end like most great had he played in the modern
players, game, would no doubt have
“Itis almost the end of an era - topped the lists ol all batting b VI ® g
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Australian flag at half-mast at the Sydney Cricket Ground yesterday.
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