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Italian football chief
sends UEFA letter
of protest

_AFP. HU‘HH'

The High Commissioner of the
ltalian Football Federation, Gianni
Petrucci, on Friday sent a letter o
European football’s  governing
body UEFA protesting at the refe-
reeing ol Spaniard Jose Garcia
Aranda in Thursday's UEFA Cup
tic between Liverpool and AS
Roma.

The Italians. who had a night-
mare night with Roma, Parma and
Inter Milan all being knocked out
leaving no ltalian representatives
in the last eight, are furious at the
referee's decision o change his
mind and award a corner (o Roma
instead of a penalty with the
muatch delicately poised.

Roma were leading 1-0 at Liv-
erpaol, trailing 2-1 on aggregate,
when the Spaniard at first awarded
a penalty for apparent handball in
the 77th minute against Markus
Babbel but then changed his nund
and pointed to the cormer [lag
instead.

Petrucci, who is also president
of the [talian Olympic Comitiev
(CONI, wrote that his lederation
had been left bemused by the
refereeing of the Spaniard.

Roma coach Fabio Capello was
fuming after the match saving thatl
the referee should have stuck to
his original decision.

“Of course it was a penalty,
said Capello.

‘The referee pointed to the
penalty spot twice. But Batstuta
hadn't seen the decision and in-
stead ran to the corner flag to take
what he thought was a corner.

"But because of that it looked
like the referee changed his mind.
But vou can't just change vour
mind like that,” he added

Scottish Premiership
Sara bloopers

steal the show

AFP, Glasgou

\ rare goal from Bert Konterman
gave Rangers a 1-0 win over Dun-
dee but they had to survive two
missed penalties at Dens Park on
Sarurday

Dundee striker Juan Sara was
the man who wasted both spol
kicks. .and, the latter miss led al
most immediately (o Konterman s
winnes

Scott Wilson had brought Sara
down for the first but the Argen-
linian's response the
most wayward spot-kicks in Scot-
tish footballing history

was one ol

His second, which followed a
Lorenzo Amoruso foul on Claudio
Caniggia, was closer but still wide
of Stefan Klos' goal.

A\mazingly, the game also saw a
third penalty miss, with Rangers
substitute Billy Dodds the guilty
man lale on

The result saw champions
Rangers leapfrog Hibernian back
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the Edinburgh club on Sun-

A sainba band was in the
crowd to give musical accompa-
niment (o any excilement
duced by the home side but there
was little on show until the hnal
ITl]['ll_i!-_'-lflf'.l"‘.ﬁ 11

hat was when Sara went down

|1|n.

und Scott Wilson's challenge
rnght on the edge of the | and
immediately the Rangers plavers
with Lorenzo Amoruso leading th
wayv. began berating the linesn
whao had signalled o referec Hugh
Dallas that it was indecd a foul

challenge within the area

In the end it did not mmatter as
the stnker took it himsell and pro
duced one of the most inaccuriate
spot  kicks in living memaory,
blasting it both high and wide into

a startled section ol the crowd.

| hi had

stopped by this point and the sec:
&
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It did

I was plaved in sunshine
belore
Javier Artero had clipped the
Rangers bar with an eflort that
followed Giorgt Nemsadze's clever
lav-bhack and 1t was the Georglan
‘.*.l:!ll was the L:‘H'Iil'.H OLst IH“'I!I!H
performer overall

Once again this s \m-
rousn made major with
some alarmingly wayward passing
near his own goal but managed (o
go unpunished until his fatelul
slide in on Claudio Caniggia

It was a relieved ltahian
watched Sara miss from the spot
again as the Argentinian slotted
wide this time.

Then came Konterman's goal
from a [ree-kick move and the
stalled Rangers handwagon was
rolling once more.

Referee Hugh Dallas was to
point to the spol once more, at the
Dundee end.

Substitute Billy Dodds, who
had come on for Allan Johnston
early in the second hall, went
down under Steven Tweed's chal-
lenge and elected to take it him-
sell,

not take long
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But it was not a day lor spol
w . .
kickers and Dodds marked his
return from injury with a miss of
his own, trundling the ball wide of

a post,

Premiership
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Bermudan international Shaun
Goater fired Manchester City (o
their lirst win in 11 matches with a
-0 win at Newcastle on Saturday,
tuming up the heat on English
Premiership fellow  strugglers
Middlesbrough who lost 1-0 al
home 10 Southampton.

Citv's win, their first at New-
castle in 33 years, pulled them to
within a point of fourth from bot-
tom Middlesbrough, whose defeat
was the flirst in 11 Premiership
matches under the stewardship ol
former England coach Terrv Ve-
nables.

City boss Joe Royle was in un-
derstandably optimistic mood,
insisting his team would stay up.
I'm a great optimist anvway,
but I've never thought anything
different than we will survive,”
said Royle.

"1 think we're too good to go
down. With us winning and one or
two other results going our way or
half going our way, it puts us right
back in the game.”

Newcastle manager Bobby
Robson said his talented 22-vear-
old defender Kieron Dyer was on
the verge of withdrawing from the
England squad because of his
longstanding shin injury.

"He [eels he can't give it his
best and he doesn t want to go and
play like that for England.”
Middlesbrough went down to a
49th-minute goal from South-
ampton midflielder Mark Draper to

give the victors a welcome boost
ier then taumane 1-3 loss 1o
Iranmere Rovers i the BN Cup
earhier i thi week

Venables sawd:  We are nol

awav lrom this and it's going 1o go
to the end.
‘I thought we started badly. we
made one or two mistakes and
then seemed o have the pters lor
ZU minultes

ing their Premiership encounter at St James' Park on February 24,

City wins at long last
K¢ ¥ Football

Southampton manager Glenn
Hoddle pronounced himself "ab-
solutely delighted™ with his team’s
puerformance

"It was a nice leehing to be in
the dressing room alter this. |
thought we deserved it and it was
good to see Mark Draper get his
first goal for the club.”

Second from bottom Coventry
look in dire danger ol shipping oul
ol the Premiership lor the [first
t(ime In 35 vears, a debul
goal by Wales international John
Hartson salvaging just a point in a
2-2 draw against Charlton

Coventry  manager Gordon
Strachan admitted it would now
take "a heck of a performance” loi
his side to avoid the drop.

Alter watching his side’s eighth
Premiership match without a vic
tory, Strachan believes that four
clubs are now involved in the rele-
gation dog fight, Bradlord, Coven-
try, Manchester Citv and Middles
brough.

He said: "There is a small
league now of four clubs and three
of them, | think, will go down. We

home

need to get to the top ol that
league.

In the chase for Luropean
places next season, Sunderland

suffered a huge blow by losing 2-0
to Leicester while Ipswich and
Leeds drew within a point ol them
with wins against 10-man Everton
and Tottenham, who went down
to their first Premiership home
defeal of the season, resped I'I‘».'t"lj.

Bottom club Bradlord look in
creasingly doomed alter West
Ham midfielder Frank Lampard
celebrated his England call-up
with both goals in a 2-1 victory 1o
give the Hammers their hirst Pre-
miership win of the vear.

Lee Bowyer sealed a pertect
week for Leeds, following thei
Champions League 4-1 thrashing
of Anderlecht, when his goal
sealed a come from behind 2-1
win over Tottenham, coached by
former Leeds boss George Gra-
ham.

Les Ferdinand scored Totten-
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Shola Ameobi (R) of Newcastle United kicks before Manchester City's Richard Dunne could challenge him dur-

ham's opener  against  Leeds,
thanks to a mistake by his cousin
Rio Ferdinand, the world's most
expensive central defender,

But lan Harte converted a dis-
puted penalty awarded when Gary
Doherty fouled Bowyer and the
midfielder grabbed the win with
an angled shot in the 57th minute.

| eeds boss David O'Leary said:
"We went on to dominate the sec-
ond half and should have scored
more goals

"We showed behel and a lot ol
character, We also played a lot ol
vood Toothall and I'm delighted 1o

get the th poInis

LIL S Seven cames unbeaten
now and the fads are showing they
are able to handle the sitvanan ol
coming back to the Premicrship
from a Furopean match,
Dean opened

scoring lor Leicester by heading

Sturridge the
past goalkecper Thomas Sorenson
and Sunderland’'s challenge was
dealt a mortal blow with the sed
ond-hall dismissal of midlielder
lohn Oster for a second bookable
ollence.

Sturridge. making the most ol
the newlv-created Spacy, [hlwht‘[!
for Nigerian siriker Ade AKinbiyi Lo
bundle the ball mto the net for the
WIinner.

Ipswich gol their first wan in six
Premiership and Cup  matches
when they scored twice [ollowing
the dismissal of Everton's Ghana
ian midhelder Alex Nvarko.

lwo goals In three minutes
from Matt Holland and Alun Armn-
strong kept Ipswich in touch with
the chasing ULEFA and
Champions Leaguc spots.

Derby County took three vital
points in their baude lor survival
when Jamaican international
Deon Burton converted a 42nd
minute penalty alter Gareth Barn

surprisingly omitted from Eriks-
had brought him

l'hllﬁ\

son's squad
down.

Runaway leaders Manchester
United host second }‘ILH'&‘&‘ \rse-

nal on Sunday

Primera Liga
Champions
hold leaders

M‘I’. La Carvna

Spanish Champions Deportivo La
Coruna came lrom 2-0 down 1o
deservedly draw 2-2 with leaders
Real Madrid on Saturduy and leave
the visitors without a win here
since 1991,

Deportivo's lightback lelt them
just four points off Real with third
placed Valencia, who are six
points behind Coruna, plaving on
Sunday.

Iteal had looked well in control
whon they went into the break 2-0
up thanks to an own goal by
Helder and a penalty from Porltu-
pucse playmaker Luois Figo alter
Gutl was brought down in the
area.

However,  Deportivo,  who
missed several golden opportuni-
tics with Dutchman Roy Makaay
blasting over lrom five vards and
then Fran heading over [rom the
same distance, stormed back.

They reduced the deficin in the
51st minute through the out-
stunding Brazilian Djalminha, who
tucked away a penalty after he was
fouled by Figo in the arca.

Their second-hall dominance,
which included Victor, Makaay
and Djalminha hitting the post,
was rewarded when Diego Tristan
struck five minutes from the end.

Serie A
Baggio double
saves Brescia

El‘:UTIL__ERS. Milan

Brescia's Roberto Baggio  scored
twice against former club Fiorens-
tna to earn a 2-2 away draw in
Serie A on Saturday.

Fourth-placed Atalanta man-
aged only a goalless draw at home
to bottom club Bari.

Baggio, just back from injury,
drove the ball home in the fourth
minute after his header from a
Dario Hubner cross had been
parried by I'rancesco Toldo.

Fiorentina levelled in the 23™
minute  when Nuno Gomes fed
Lnrico Chiesa and the ex-laly
striker cut into the area before
unleashing a fine shot. |

*

Brescia were on top after the
break but it was Fiorentina who
moved ahead in the 627 minure
when Chiesa found Portuguese
international Rui Costa on the
right and his cross was headed
home by cumpﬂirml Nuno Go-
mes.

Five minutes later Baggio, who
made his name with Fiorentina in
the late 1980s before moving on (o
juventus and AC Milan, carned
Brescia a point with a stunning
strike [rom a free kick.

Disappointing Atalanta almosi
went a goal behind at the ¢nd ol
the first hall when Paolo Poggi, on
loan [rom Roma, shot narrowly
wide after bursting into the area.

Atalanta had the better of the
latter stages but found the Bari
defence  resilient.  Their  best
chance fell to Cristiano Doni in the

minute but he drove wide.

fHongK
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New England coach Sven-Goran
Eriksson on Friday named three
Coles and sprang some surprises
in_his first squad for the friendly
against Spain at Villa Park on
Wednesday.

The Swede, the first foreigner
in charge ol the England team,
included Manchester United
striker Andy Cole, 19-year-old
West Ham midfielder Joe Cole and
ancapped 20-year-old Arsenal full-
back Ashley Cole in his 31-man
squad.

Chiel among the surprises was
the inclusion of 31-year-old
Charlton leftback Chris Powell,
who Eriksson said could help solve
England’'s lack of left-sided de-
fenders.

The defender was one of six
uncapped players in the squad,
along with Ashley Cole, 19-year-
old West Ham midfielder Michael
Carrick, Joe Cole, Everton de-
fender Michael Ball and Sunder-,
land midfielder Gavin McCann.

Powell admitted he was
“stunned” by his inclusion.

“This has come as a total sur-
prise to me. I'm proud. delighted
and stll o liede bir stunned. Iis a
Bugre boopesar o 1 1
well onvvers ome at the club

| riksson said.  Jord (Grip - his
assistant) and | are guite new to
this situaton but we have seen a
lot ol games.

e it rellects

MTord has been here almost
P three months, | have been here

T

five wieeks.

"1 am sure we don’t know eve-
rvthing about everv English plaver,
| hat is why we chose 1o take a lol
ol players, 31, to see them, o
know them,

"I have seen Chris Powell ol
Charlton two or three times. He is

a4 natural left-sided delender so

why not see him?

‘1 1alked to Howard Wilkinson
and | decided that Gareth Barny
(Aston Villa's left-foored delender)
will play [or the Under-21s. | want
(o see him play.

Dyer to miss

out
AFP, London
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Newcastle midfielder Kieron Dyer
lost his first chance (o impress
new Lngland coach Sven Goran
Eriksson at international level on
Saturday when he pulled out of
the England squad for Wednes-
day's [riendly with Spain.

The 22-year-old, capped eight
times, aggravated his long-
standing shin injury during New-
castle’s 1-0 deleat by Manchester
Cily.

"Al Kicron's request, we have
pulled him out,” said a Neweastle
spokesman,

‘ -

On the choice u[.;hl' West Ham
trio ol Joe Cole, Frank Lampand
and Carrick, riksson said: “ 1 e
are voung but Leom swhat we have
seen of them they are very good

Squad for Spain friendly annonced

A Cole powered England

and deserve to have a chance.

West  Tlam  manager arry
Redknapp said: “This is really nice
news Tor all three voungsters,” he
sald

"I am sure they will be able to
make the step-up, it won't bother
them at all

Friksson insisted the omission
of experienced midlield duo Paul
Ince and Dennis Wise did not
signal the end ol their interna-
tional careers.

"Absolutely not,” stressed the
Swede. "After live weeks it's very
diflicult to take the right players
and I'm not so stupid that 1 think |
know every player 1 ought to.

“I'm not saying these are the
plavers we will have every tme.
I'he door is open to every English
plaver, including Ince and Wise, ™

Lriksson revealed he would
wait until Monday or Tuesday
before naming his captain lor the
Spatn game.

Asked what qualities he was
looking for in England players,
Eriksson replied: "You want speed,
good technique, intelligent players
foatball-wise, good character, and
winners who hate 1o lose,

“let us play Wednesday's
match and sce how we perform,
Time is important in football. Pa-
tience 18 another thing. Time and
patient are big encmies

“The Finland game in a month
(the, World Cup qualifier) is so
important 1o us.’

\sked said he would name the
teanm on the day ol the match

“Pvervane has been helplol”
he added, 1 feel at home every-
where | go in this country, | do not

know il it going to go on like that.
We will see on Thursday.

‘I am not nervous about the
game. | look forward to it and |
look forward to how we can per-
form.

“Every plaver | have seen is ox-
tremely hard working. You can
never complain about that. The
specd, the mentality, | have been
Improssed.”

SQUAD
Goalkeepers: David  Seamian
(Arsenal), Nigel Naonvn (Leedsy,

David James (Aston Villag, Riehard
Wright (Ipswich)

Defenders: Gary Neville (Nan
chester  United), Phal Newili
(Manchester United), Wes Brow
(Manchester United), Rio Ferdi
nand (Leeds), Sol Campbell (Tor-
tenham), Michacl Ball (Everton),
Jamie Carragher (Liverpool), Ash-
ley Cole (Arsenal), Ugo  Ehiogu
(Middlesbrough), Chris  Powell
(Charlton), Kicron Dyer (Newcas-
e

Midficlders: David Beckham
(Manchester United), Paul Scholes
(Manchester Lnited), Steve
McManaman (Real Madrid/Spa),
Michael Carrick (West Ham), Joe
Cole (West Ham), Frank Lampard
(West Ham), Ray Parlour (Arsenal),
Nicky Butt (Manchester United),
Gavin McCann (Sunderland), Nick
Barmby (Liverpool)

Forwards: Emile Heskev (Liv-
erpool), Michael Owen  (Liver-
pool), Robbie Fowler (Liverpool).
\ndy Cole (Manchester United),
leddy Sheringham  (Manchester
United), Kevin Phillips (Sunder-
land)

Real Madrid superstar Luis Figo (L) and Deportivo La Coruna's Ro
Primera Liga clash at La Coruna on February 24.
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y Makaay going for the ball during their

ﬂg, Football

AFP, Houg Kong

A golden goal from Diogo Siston
pave 10-man Brazil a hard-fought
-0 win over China in the final of
the Tong Kong under-20 Youth
tournament here Sunday.

Siston fired in a powerful 20-
yard drive in the third minute of
extra-time which hit the underside
ol the crossbar and bounced in to
allow Brazil to escape with their
pride intact at the end of the four-
nation tournament which also
[eatured Argentina and Japan.

“When | hit that shot, maybe |
had some help from up there,”
said the elated Siston, who plays
alongside star Romario for Vasco
da Gama in the Brazilian First

Division.

Brazil, who squeezed past Ja-
pan on penally kicks in the pre-
liminary round, were under huge
pressure after they lost midlielder
Anderson Da Silva who collected
his second yellow card for swan
diving and trving to earn a penali
in the 89th minute.

But even though down to 10
men, Brazil wemt all out on the
attack and reaped the dividends
immediately.

"Yes, there was a change ol

plan in extra-time. We went more

on the olfensive. We knew the onl

way (o get out with a win would be

to attack and not go on the defen-
sive,  siid Brazilian coach Eraldo
Torres.

Both teams created a raft of
chances but frustratingly failed to
find the net. Lucas de Santos came

ong under-20 tournament

close twice to breaking the dead-
lock but was prevented by the
woodwork and diving Chinese
keeper An Q.

China’s best chances fell (o
Wang Xinxin who was olf target on
a couple of oceasions.

While Brazil added another ti-
tle to their recent collection --
having won the under-20 South
American  championship earier
this month -- China were the
revelation of the tournament
having beaten Argentina 3-1 and
then pushing Brazil inlo exira-
Lime

"We  played well but were
beaten by a more skillful side. We
have (o improve on our technical
skills if we are (o challenge top
sides like Brazil and Argentina
consistentlv,” said Chinese coach
Shen Xuanglu,

Bundesliga

Draw doesn’t bother Bayern

PrOTO AFP

Bayern Munich's Elber (R) trying to negotiate the ball while FC Cologne's Moses Sichone prepares to intervene
during their Bundesliga game on February 24
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German champions Bayern Mu-
nich continucd their poor recent
fcastie Lo Saturdine being

peld o o -1 draw at honie 1o Co
o pne, hut managed o et then
Bundesliga lead as the wop three
sides failed 1o win.

The Bundesliga giants, who all
but secured their place in the
Champions League quarter-hnals
with a 3-0 defeat of Spartak Mos-
cow on Wednesday, maintain a
two-point cushion on title-chasers
Schalke 04 who had to settle for a
0-0 home draw in their Ruhr derby
match with Borussia Dortmund.

Bavern were fighting from the
outset alter being behind Tor 40
minutes as Cologne, defeated i
their  previous  three  matches,
opened the scoring in the 2hih
minute through midhelder N
kus Kreuz,

I he Munich side were plaving
with a depleted squad with Swiss
international Cirinco Slorza, Ger-
many's  Alexander  Zickler  and
Michael Wiesinger all out injured.

1l

[t showed in their performance
and the hosts were whistiod off the
pitch at half-time by a disap-
pointed Munich crowd.

Bayern lifted their game alter
the break finding the net 20 min-
utes into the second hall with o
header from German international
striker Carsten Jancker.

Bavern coach Ottmar Hitzfeld
said his players were fecling the
eflects of their midweek victory at
Spartak Moscow,

“Cologne  played well and
made life hard for us. We needed
45 minutes o run the tiredness
out of our legs but in the second
hall we were more aggressive but
unlortunately it didn't lead o a
goal.

"We'll have to be satisfied with
a poinl.”

Schalke had a tougher task on
paper against rivals Dortmund,

But it was a lacklustre derby
match which was just enough to
move Dortimund up one spot Lo
third position ahecad of Bayer
Leverkusen who suffered a 3-1
humiliation at home on Friday
night o newlv-promoted min-
nows Energie Cotthus,

A double from Romanian Va-
sile Miriuta in the 33rd and 62nd

and a header from Croatian Antun
Labak in the 42nd threw a spanner
in the works of Leverkusen's title
bid,

Leverkusen gave a less than in-
spiring performance coming away
with a late consolation goal in the
74th from Brazilian midlielder Ze
Roberto, .

The win lifts Cottbus in their
bid against the drop and they are
now hith from the bottom.

Relegation-threatened  Ham-
burg sccured a vital 3-2 win over
VIT. Waollsburg giving them their
lirst victory in eight games with
lranian  international  Mehdi
Mahdavikia getting their third.

1860 Munich ended Freiburg's~s

ten-match unbeaten ran winning
3-0 away, inspired by two first-halt
goals from Bulgarian international
Daniel Borimirow - the third came

in the 50th munute from Markus

Schroth,

Werder Bremen won 2.1 awas
at - Einttacht  FranKlurl  SCOSES
through Brazilian stnker  \si
and  Claudio Pizarro. with  thes
hosts getting on to the scorgshist
only thanks to o last pinue |
goal by Bremen's Frank Baunne




