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The cricket ball «s hard. made of cork and
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string. and covered with leather The
leather covenng is joined in two hemi-
spheres. The seam is thus kke an equator,
and the stiching 1s raised shightly The
circumference s between 224 and 229
cms (881 to 900 inches), and the ball
weighs between 156 and 163 grams (55
to 575 ounces) Tradiionally the ball is
dyed red, with the stiiching left white
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Hangladesh cricket has plunged
into decp crisis of late over the
February 25 election ol its Board ol
Directors (previously members).

Politics, wrong people and
power ol muscle and money are
seL to spoil the polls of the Board,
president of which is preaching in
vain for professionalism o help
Bangladesh grow up in the tough
world of Testgricket.

Observers along with the true
and tested organisers of the glori-
ous game were at a total loss to see
opportunists teaming up to take
over the most prestigious sports
bhody in the country. A show-oll of
arms al the Board on Wednesday
blew oll the last hope of an opli-
mist for a fair election.

Board president Saber Hossain |

Chowdhury might not think even
in his wildest of dreams that his
campaign  for  professionalism
would bring about all sorts of
touble.

ft all started with the amend-
ment o the constitution at the
big-spending  annual  general
meeting of the Board in Cox's
Bazar in September last year. In a
bid to decentralise cricket, the
AGM opted for an increased repre-
sentation from district level. The
new  constitution  has  enabled
districts to gain runaway majority
in the 120-member council. Saber
hoped then that these 68 council-

-

lors from districts along with 40
from  Dhoaba-based clubs  wonid
clect a 29-member doard ot bi-
Poevtors Lo pune e 0
stonally and skitfully

But the young ericket chiel
woke up in the wde wdrld ol
Bangladeshi reality when political
dons, on the strengith of the dis-
trict numbers, reached a consen-
sus about their alloved 12 posts ol
dircctors, most ol whom are 1o-
tally unknown to the cricket fra-
ternity. Thanks 1o their political
clout, monev and loopholes in the
constitution, a number ol persons
with no cricketing background al
all got their wav i o the most
alMuent sports body,

Saber's waorry has turned into
an absolute nightmare with dis-
trict councillors poised to deter-
mine the late of 16 dircectors from
the Dhaka clubs. The sheer irony
of it is that the 40 councillors from
Dhaka clubs can no longer choose
directors of their own.

Alter  serving Bangladesh
cricket for decades, renowned
organisers like Sved Ashralul Huq,
Ahmed Sajjadul Alam, Tanjib Ah-
san Saad and Rahqgul Alam now
need to woo the hearts of district
councillors to remain a part ol its
future.

In fact, the district councillors
might not be able o take a step
without the nod ol Jalar Imam (the
secretary-general of  Bangladesh
Olympic Association), Harun-ur-
Rashid, MP (gencral secretary ol
the Bangladesh l'ootball Federa-
tion) and Sheikh Nizamuddin, an

ced podes-

Awami  League  politician Trom
Satkhira, It is common knowledge
at the stadiom arena that the omi-
nous pact of district councitiors
was the brainchild of these “Three
Musketeers'.

Suber should realise by now
that his 10-year master plan, pre-
scribed by the lormer BCB director
of development -- Fddie Barlow,
would be like building castles in
the skv il the Board does not get a
set of qualified organisers. One
needs not 1o be told about what
lies ahead of Bangladesh cricket
when wrong people get to govern
the game. |

[here is no denving to the lact
that the organisers of  Dhaka
cricket have played a major role in
making Bangladesh a Test nation,
At the same time, we should also
promole district organisers (o help
the game develop nationally.

in the next AGM, the first thing
the Board should do is to make
sure that no politician, opportun-
ist and shady characters take
cricket for a ride. The Sri Lanka
Board can be a role model lor the
Test babes in this regard. In that
country, only a former player with
a playing experience ol at least one
first-class malch can become a
Board member or a representative
from regional cricket association.,

[ lawerer, ericketl should ¢come
lirst 1o the councillors, And lor the
good ol the giann ey st volte
for right mien. persons wihao are
educated in the school ol cricke
(ot the Tuture of our cricket be

dictated by the people of cricket.

India players partying with the Under-17 Asia Cup at the Bangabandhu National Stadium.
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Saurav Ganguly

{India cricket captain)

“Ir feels grear to be honoured in
such a way in my city. [ may be the
skipper of the Indian teant, but in
the heart of hearts. | belong to Kol-

2 kara.”
~ * When the "Prince of Calcutta’

was crowned as the 'King'tby the
West Bengal Umpires” Associa-
tion.
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Marcus' maiden ton
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Marcos Trescothick, the 25 vear-
old Somersel opener scored his
maiden Test hundred as England
made a bold bid towards reaching
Sti Lanka’s imposing total of 470
[or five declared in the first ericket
Fest playved here Saturday.

Trescothick made Tull use of o
dropped  caught  and  bowled
chance at 27 to score an unbeaten
119 and take England 1o a wotal of
U2 lor [our wickets by the close of
the third day.

The left-hander held the Eng-
Lhind innings together as Marvan
\tapattu had done for Sri Lanka
on the first two davs of the Test.

Trescothick was fortunate carls
in his innings when Muttiah Mu
ralitharan failed 10 hold onto a
difficult  caught and bowled
chance. For the rest of the day he
made S Lanka pay dearly lor the
lapse by going onto hil 12 fours in
a stay ol 389 minutes.

When Trescothick complered
his maiden century with a single 1o
point off Sanath Jayasuriva he
leaped in the air waving his bat 4
the pavilion where his teammates
applauded his magnificent ¢ffort
under trving circumsfances,

The century ook him 307
minutes and came off 265 balls
with 12 fours,

Trescothick became the firs
player from Somersel to score a
Test hundred for England in 15
years, The last to do so was former
Englund all-rounder fan Botham
when he scored 138 against Aus-
tralia at Brisbane in 1986-87.

Botham is currently a relevi-
sion commentator covering the
series.

Trescothick figured in mpor -
tant stands with two former cap.
tains to help England get closey (1
S Lanka's total. With Mich.ael
Atherton, he put on 83 for the (st
wicket and with Alec Stewarr. 10
for the fourth wicket.

Atherton surviving a confident
Ibw against Ghaminda Vaas at 19
and a bat-pad chance 1o Mahola
Javawardene off Muralitharan at
24, was dismissed in the third ball
alter lunch for 33.

Vaas finally found favour with
the umpire for another Ibw dis-
missal that found Atherton only
hall forward., '

Muralitharan struck twice soon
alterwards by trapping Nassel
Hussain Ibw for three when he
went back 1o a ball that spun in,
and by having Gialiun | horpe

caught by Dillekeratne Dilshan al
sccond ship far seven,

Fhorpe pushed forward at 4
hall which hit his hoot and ook
the edge of his bat on ils way o
Dilshan.

Stewart defied the Sei Lankan
bowlers for 140 minutes scoring 149
runs and was unlucky to be given
out lbw 1o Javasuriva shortly be-
fore the close. TV replavs showed
the ball pitching well outside log
stump belore spinning back to hit
him on the lefe thigh,

SCOREBOARD

Scareboard at stumps on the third
day of the first ericket Test b
iween Sri Lanka and England on
Saturday:

SRI LANKA: First innings 47(-5
declared (M Atapattu 201 not out.
K Sangakkara 58, A de Silva 106, M
Jayawardence 61)

ENGLAND: First innings (over-
night 27-0)

Atherton Ibw b Vaas 33
[ rescothick not out 119
Hussain Ibw b M tharan )
I horpe ¢ Dilshan b M'tharan §
Stewart Ibw b Javasuriva 1Y
Crolt not out 0
Lxtras: (b-2, 1b-2, nb-17) 21

Fotal: (For 4 wkis in 106 overs) 202
Fall of wickets: 1-83, 2-93. 3.

117,4-197.

lo bat: GG Hick, C White, A
Giles, D Gough, A Caddick.
Bowler 0 M R W
Vaas 18 4. 1 |
M tharan 41 10 56 2
1) sena 22 6 5] 0
Fernando 2 Ot Hi ()
Javasuriva 20 0 A2 |
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England captain Nasser Hussain on way to the pavilion after bein

ad-
judged lbw to Muttiah Muralitharan ’ X
against Sri Lanka in Galle yesterday.

on the third day of the first Test

FHOTO: AFP
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'Hear cricket's cry

| BCB goes to

polls today
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One hundred and  owenty coun-
cillors would pick 16 more direc-
tors in the 29-man panel for the

next three vears as the elections of

the  Bangladesh  Cricket  Board
(BCB) starts today.

he polls will start at the Na-
tional Sports Council at 9 am and
will continue up to 3pm.

lhe other 13 candidates -
twelve from district quota and one
from educational institution and
services  —have  already  been
clected uncontested,

Although the four-party oppo-
sition alliance has called a coun-
trywide dawn to dusk hartal today,
observes  feel  that  excitement
would not be short supplied cen-
tring the polls,

But the fight among the 27
Dhaka-based candidates vying for
the 16 posts might turn into a
mock battle il the councillors
comply with an undisclosed pancl
formulated by the powerlul pact ol
district  representatives.  Among
the 120 councillors, only 40 are

ltom Dhaka clubs and 68 [rom
districts,
An unconbirmed source dis-

closed that a blueprint has already
been dralted to elect sixteen can-
didates. Following is the list: Sved
Ashraful Huq, Mahmud-Ul Hug
Manu, Tanvir Haider, Mahamub
\nam, Aziz Al Kaiser, Afzal Rah-
man Sinha, Ashral Kadir, Ahmed
Sajjadul Alam Bobby, Ali Khabir
Chand, Golam Dastagir, Jalal
Younus, GS Hasan Tamim, Chan-
chal, Mobasser Hossain and Tan-
vir Mazhar Islam.

i B'DESH:INDIA

= A

_';;ﬁ__._____ Ty, s
““SCOREBOARD "
Scoreboard ol
I'hone Second Under-17 Asia Cup
Cricket final between Bangladesh

the Grameen-

and India at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium on Saturday:
BANGIADESH: |
Jahurul ¢ Kuldip b Shanker Y

Ashralul ¢ Shanker b Monish H9
Naleez run out | 2
Hasibul not out 52
Sharil run out 11
Sharifud run oul I
Mortoza b Kuldip 1
Shaliul not out Y
Extras: (Ib-7, w-7. nb-7) 2|
Fotal: (For Gwkis in 15 overs) 270r
Fall ol wickels: | 32; 2-59: 3}
147; 4-163;: 5-173: -210
Bowler O M R W
Kuldip 8 0 39 ;
Bighnesh Y () 10 ()
Shanker 9 I 24 ]
Stuart 8 () 46 ()
Nikhil 5 () 24 0
Rakesh ] () 10 ()
r”&ll.lfil'\“ D () 35 |
INDIA
Sachin run oul 50)
Parthiv ¢ Ashralul b Manzarul 40
Decepak c&b Shafiul 46
Monish ¢ Nafeez b Mortoza 5l
Varma not oul 2]
Stuart not out 5
Lixtras: (1b-5, nb-2, w-8) 15
Total: tlor 4 wkis in 43.1 overs) 228
I‘all ol wickets: 1-97: 2-97: 3.
190;4-213
Bowler O M R 4y
Mortoza 9 0 55 |
Shanif 8.1 0 41 ()
Shariful 3 0 19 ()
Shaliul 9 () 39 I
Manzarul Y () 35 l
Murad | () 22 0
And I 0 | 2 ()

Result: India won by six wick-
ets., ‘

Man of the
Mishra (India).

Reefat shocks
GM Ehlvest

SPORTS REPORTER

match: Monish

International Master Reefat-bin-
Sattar pulled ofl an upset win over
Estontan Grand Master Than Ehl-
vest in the sixth round of the Filth
United Insurance Grandmastoers
Chess tournament at the NSC
Conlerence Room vesterday,

Reelat,  plaving  with  white
pieces against the Sicilian defence
ol the highesy rated plavers in the
mecet, won alter 42 | he
victory improved Recto's collee-
tion to three poin!

NN LS,

Hut e was ancahor disappoint
ing day for norm-scekimg IN Ziaus
Ralhiman. The 27-vear old contin-
ued his losing streak with a defea
agamst  Russian Grand  Master
Alexander Volzhin, who s now
leading the table with five points
Volzhin played with black pieces
and won alter 49 moves

Nz Murshed. the lone GM ol
Bangladesh, drew with his Latvian
counterpart fgors Rausis in this
round. Following a Queen's gam-
bit decline game, Niaz setled for a
draw alter 23 moves,

Intermational Master Abdullah
Al Rakib scored a creditable draw
with Lnglish Grandmastoer Nigel
Davies, FIDE Master Fnamul Hos-
sain Razib also drew with Indian
International Master  Sandipan

C handa.

Another Indian INFGB Prakash

drew with GM Alexie Barsov.
SEE PAGE 14 |
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Bangladesh opener Mohammad Ashraful in full flow on wa
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India in the GrameenPhone Under-17 Asia Cup final.
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FR)70: ANISUR RAHMAN

y to scoring an enterprising 89 off 85 balls against

King Kumar rules

PPl Golf

Srons REPORTER

Vijay Kumar came, saw and con-

quered the Kurmitola Golf Course
vesterday
Ihe robust Lucknow goller

who lor the past three dayvs was
head and shoulders above the rest.
hinished with a

score ol l'h'«t‘ll

under par 277 to win the Inaugural
Bangladesh
Mu-
under 278
while Indrajit Bhalotia occupied

Dutch Bangla Bank
(pen. Scecond ]‘Pi.'l{ ¢ went o
hesh Kkumar on ten

third place on five under 283

Although Kumar ended the [i-
nal round on one over par, his
Previons

excellent the

throed

SCOTes 1N

dollars.

rounds enabled him to col-
lect the top monev prize ol 3,000

J

Indian Vijay Kumar (L) being hugged by his compatriot Mukesh Kumar
after he won the Dutch-Bangla Bank Bangladesh Open golf tournament
al the Kurmitola Golf Club yesterday. Mukesh finished runner-up.

F—

\s as th 33-vear-old
professional putted the 18th hole
he was given the traditional win-
ner’s toss in the air by a group ol
enthusiastic caddies

He began the day with a birdie
on the first hole and finished leve)
par for the front nine and on the
back nine he birdied the 12th and
| 1th hole but bogeved the 13th
| 5th, 18th hole

Mukesh had many opportuni-
on the run
was let down
poor putting

me solace

SO0n

ues o put Pressure
away leader,
lime  again

However, he
irom a birdie ¢

A\ late Bhalotia rallv in which he
scored two under 34 on the front
and one under 35 on the back
nine, helped him the best score of
the round - three under 69

Young Mohd Rezaul Kanm
[inished with & score of three over
291 to himish fifteenth among the
top fifty.

Deepak Magar of Nepal with an
aggregate score of 313 qualified for
the lucrative monev round
just made the required cut in 50th
position

but
with
II‘J'J'L S0

n the 18th.

nine

ds !'H’

On the other hand there was
no luck for KPS Sekhon. He was
disqualilied after ignoring the

penalty stroke that he got when his
ball landed up in an environmen-
tally sensitive area, and submitting
in the process a wrong scorecard

Mohammad Milon captured
the amateur division.

Following are the scores after
72 holes:

& ) i ]
r3.70.71.69

80 = 1A Ml T,
~e -

287 = Feroz Al (75.70.70.7.

288 - Sanjav Kumar (69.75.72.72
289 - Vinod kumar (67.72.76.74
289 - Vishal Singh (68.70.77.74

289 - Utam Sinvh Mundy
(GE.1.72.79

290 - Amish Jaitha (73.74. ), 12
AMATEURS

- Mohd Milon (72.72.77.76)
Hid - \T-'*ILI I'llle."“\‘ul.:'. ._"I..-.- ---._i"
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Hooper, full of hope

KV Y] Cricket

AP, tiirbadas
Iois almost two vears since Carl
Hooper walked ol Kensington

Oval and announced 10 the West
Indics team that, after 12 vears in
the game, hi rehrnng lrom
mternational cricket,

Now, age 34, Hooper is back,
seeking to regain the place in the
Wost Indies team for the upcom-
IR senes against South Africa that
with  the st
Georgetown on March 9,

Fheas Tt and in form, He has sel
L new batting record in the do
st Busta Cup tournament and
led Buvana to the semilinals of the
Lhusta Intermational Series

He is being  widelv  hailed
throughout the Caribbean as the
saviour ol a West Indies team re-
cently trounced in five Tests and
SIX one-dav internationals in Aus-
tralia and with a recent history ol
18 defeats in their ast 20 overseas
| USLS,

When Hooper quit in April
1999, he lefowith the World Cup in
England less than two weeks ofl,
upsctting the balance of the team.
e withdrew 1o Adelaide with his
Austrabian wile and their young -
son, plaving a scason ol club
cricket in Melbourne.

Hooper's exit was umiignil’ivij.

A

Was

stares I'est In

Le had become overweight and
sluggish and admitted his heart
Lveal 1 i anvmore.

| qust felt Hat, there was no
cimotion in me, nothing,” he said
at the tme.

An unsympathetic crowd that
had once adored him for his el
lortless sivle, if not his inadequate
record, jeered him for his decline

Lhe mood has changed. Sup-
port for Hooper's recall and his
clevation to the captaincy over the
incumbent  Jimmy Adams has
originated from the highest office
in the land to the most humble.

“I think Carl Hooper has dem-
onstrated that he should be part of
the West Indies team and 1 urge
the West Indies Cricket Board and
the selectors panel o include Carl
Hooper in the next Test match,”
President Bharat Jagdeo of Guy-
ana, Hooper's homeland, told the
media,

“I think this is a call tha all
Guyana should rally behind and |
think his inclusion in that team
and the skills he has and the lead-
ership qualities that he has dem-
onstrated would serve to raise the
standard of West  Indian cricket
once again,” the president added.

Wels

I he Guvana Cricket Board, an
altiiate of the WICB, also openly
and strongly advanced Hooper's
cause, even with Adams still cap-
Lain.

Fheir confidence is in spite of
[Hoopers modest record. In 80
Fests between 1987 and 1999, he
batsman and
17.01 as an ofl-spin bowles

nl‘ltttH{ li 'I':l -n-l‘ 6

NOL  cvervone wants Hoopaa
back

I hers ' I+ 1 watit b
back noec hus underachievement
andd his age. 1 he is recalled, they
claim, he would likely take the

place ol one ol the promising,
voung plavers who had just come
into the team, like Ramnaresh
Sarwan and Marlon Samuels.

Others point out that when he
was made West Indies captain., al
the Hong Kong Sixes tournament
in 1997, he refused 1o play be-
cause of a disagreement with the
OTgANIsers.

On the 1995 wour of England he
was fined lor leaving the team

without permission. In 1998, he
defied instructions [rom manager
Wes Hall and coach Malcolm Mar-
shall o play for Guyvana againsi
the touring nglishmen

BUET sports

Srorts Rerorier

——

Ihe annual sports competition
2001 ol the BUETD (Bangladesh
University  of  Engineering  and
Technology) emerged champions,
clinching 69 points.




