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Moin & co fined |

for slow play

Ruvnens, Wellingron

pakistan captain Mo Khan was

‘sllll smiling on Thursday  night

“despite his side being Tined tor
slow play in their defeat 1o New
Zealand on Tuesday in the second
game of the five-match one-day
SUTies.

He was able to shrug ofl the 25
per cent match-fee fine because
his team bounced back from their
six-wickel loss against New Zea-
land in Napier (o record a 28-run
win in Wellington on Thursday
and take a 2-1 lead in the series.

Moin said the team, which
contained three changes lrom the
side that lost on Tuesday including
the loss of Shoaib Akhtar through
imjury, provided a good combina-
Lon.

"It was a good combined elTort
today,” he said.

“Everybody did their bit today,
but I was particularly pleased
Yousul Youhana got among th
runs. tle helped provide a good
last 10 overs and he made a big
difference.”

Moin said he was concernced
when New Zealand's  Craig
McMillan (64) and Lou Vincent
1) put on a fourth-wickel stand

ol 100).
4 - .
' YKiwi umpires’
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head stands
by Shoaib

REUTERS, Wellington

New Zealand umpires’ chief Brian
Aldridge has backed Akhtar's con-
troversial bowling action, saving
both umpires and the maich
referee for the first one-day inler-
national in Auckland had not re-
ported any problems with the [asi
bowler's action.

Aldridge told Wellington's
Dominion newspaper that none of
the officials for the first one-day
international in Auckland on Sun-
dav had reported any problems
with the fast bowler's action.

Akhtar, who took five for 19 in
the match won by Pakistan by six
wickets, had come under scrutiny
by both major television networks
who analysed his action in news
bulletins.

The bowler was banned after a
Test in Perth, Australia last year,
but the ban was subsequently
overtumed by the International
Cricket Council. The New Zealand
tour is the first occasion wherce his
action has been scen since Lhen,
hecause he has been injured since

Apnl 23, 2000.

The Dominion quoted Aldridge
as saving: "I was in Auckland for
the game and | spoke to the um-
pires afterwards. | didn't talk 1o
them about Akhtar. I have confi-
dence in them to report anything
untoward and believe it is impor-
tant not to put the umpires under
extra prossure by saving anvihing

Kumar

FROM PAGE 13

on the 7th, 9th. But the best was 1o
come three birdies on the trot on
tenth, eleventh and wwellth re-
spectively. He rounded it off with
another on the par-five 17th 1o
returm with an inward half of 32.

Harmeet also had a quite few
birdies on the 3rd, 8th, 9th, 111h,
14th and 15th. But couldn't capi-
talise on the par-five 7th and 171h.
SCORES AFTER 36 HOLES
134-Vijay Kumar
136-Harmeet Kahlon

Mukesh Kumar
138-U.S. Mundy

Vishal Singh
139-Vinod Kumar
143- Indrajit Bhalotia

Chand Mia
AMATEURS
144-Mohd Milon

i 152- Raivan Rab

Another blow

FROM PAGE 13

Alexander Volzhin of Russia ves-
terday. With 2.5 points, the FIDFE
Master, who beat GM Barsov on
Wednesday, has occupied (he
sccond spot along with IM Vakhi-
dov Tahir. Despite the draw, Valz-
hin however maintained lead with
3 points,

Meanwhile, Niaz  Murshed
continued 1o disappoint his
mirers when the lone GM of the
couniry lost 1o IM  Sandipan
Chanda.

In the day’s other matches, GM
Jaan Ehlvest and GM Nigel Davies
drew with GM Normunds Miczis
and IM Vakhidov Tahir respec-
tively, .

The 5th round games will start
today (Friday) at the same venue
at 230 pm. The matches are: Pra.
kash v Rakib. Barsov v Zia, Volzhin
v Reefar, Ehlvest v Rajib. Sandipan

" Mi'l.'?i\. Tahir v Niaz and Rausis y
DHVII'\_

King's
FROM PAGE 13

King Commission

King, meanwhile, said he had
asked for penmission 10 end s
comimission of inyuiry.

In a statement he said this was
prompied by the threat of legal
action by Cronje.

I have now formally ap-
proached the president o close
the commission at my reguest,
subject 1o the compilation of mv
val report,” King said.

Ii ]‘:‘ j Cricket

AGENCIES, Wellington

Wasim Akrarh and Saqlain Mush-
tag cach grabbed three wickets as
Pakistan beat New Zealand in the
third one-day international here
on Thursday to go 2-1 up in the
live-match series.

Fhey skittled New Zealand for
215 with ten balls remaining to
win by 28 runs alter topping their
previous batting effort by more
than 100 runs in scoring 243 for
nine in their 50 overs.

An opening burst by Akram
and lellow pacer Waqar Younis
quickly reduced New Zealand 1o
18 for three in reply, all but guar-
anteeing victory.

Wasim trapped both openers,
New  Zealand  captain - Stephen
Feming (1) and Nathan Astle (10),
e belore and Wagar had Roger
L wose caught behind, also lor a

hill$!l'.

STITUTH P His 1 velehirations
were dampencd by the news they
would be fined 25 per cent ol their
malch fee for taking oo long to
bowl their allotted overs.

Otl-spinner  Saglain  claimed
man-ol-the-match honours with a
tidy three for 26 off nine overs.

s been a concern all the way
through, top order batting and an
inability to cope with a world class
bowling attack,” New Zealand
captiin - Stephen  Fleming  said
aiterwards.

The game looked one-sided
early in the chase once the wp
three Kiwi batsmen woere out,

But Craig NMeNillan and Lou
\Vincent conhdontly mixed  deft
placement with aggressive run-
nig to add 50 ofl 54 balls, which
Pakistan assisted through some
average helding and some way-
ward bowling.

Vincent was given a lile on 26
when Yousul Youhana dropped a
comlortable catch at deep square
leg.

Soon alter posting the pair's
100 partnership off 127 balls in the
27th over, Vincenl was given out
by the third umpire, stumped lor
34 by wicketkeeper Moin Khan off
Saglain.

McMillan soldiered on  with
help from Chns Harns, who made
his 11th one-dayv 50 olf 72 balls. e

celcbrated reaching the mark
when he pulled Younis over
squarg leg for six.

But on 64 from 83 balls,

McMillan chipped Abdur Razzaq
lo deep square leg. Worse came
two balls later when Razzaq struck
again (o remove [arris leg before
wicket for 11.

When Vettori was bowled by
Azhar Mahmood, New Zealand
needed 77 runs off the last 10
overs with just three wickets lelt.

Only a late Adam Parore in-
nings of 34 not out off 39 balls
prolonged the outcome.

Pakistan coped ably without
injured paceman Shoaib Akhtar,
with replacement Azhar Mah-
mood taking one for 33 off 10 in
his 100th match.

Earlier, Pakistan staged a big
turnaround from their innings of
135 in Napier on luesday, thanks
to a solid 57 lhomn opener Saced
Anwar and 47 oll 47 balls from

L=

Youhana.

Fleming won his second con-
secutive toss and again sent Paki-
stan in, but the visitors got oll 1o a
solid start to be 123 for two alter
A0 overs.,

Nineteen-year-old lmran
Nazir, one of three changes to the
side, made a flving start with 32 ofl
23 balls including a big six oll
Chris Martin over mid wickel.

He and Anwar put on 45 for the
first wicket then another new-
comer Salim Elahi helped Anwar
add another 60 runs.

Anwar, who was dropped on 22
by Astle, reached his 35th one-day
50 ofl 81 balls belore being run oul
lor 57 by some brilliant Vincend
helding

Moin ¢ Astle b Tulley 15
Abram ¢ Vettori b Franklin ‘)
Mahmood b Tulley 17
Younis not oul O
Saqlain not oul I
Extras: (w-6, nb-2, Ih-2) 10
Total: (For 9 wkis in 50 overs) 243

Fall of wicketls: 1-45, 2-105, 3-
132, 4-152, 5-172, 6-202, 7-2106, B-

229, 9-242

Bowler 0 M R W
lulley N () n2 3
NMartin { | 30 ()
Frankhin B () Gl 3
Vettan 10 I 1.3 ]
I Larns 10 () 31 2
Astle 0 0 24 0
NEW ZEALAND

Fleming lbw b Akram I
Astle lbw b Akram 10

Twose ¢ Moin b Waqai |

e p—

M T AFP

Pakistani all-rounder Azhar Mahmood makes an unnsuccessful appeal
for a leg before decision against James Franklin during the third one-
day international in Wellington yesterday.

When Razzag was out it was
i< lor hive in the 415t over, bul

Youhana and some late blows
from the tailenders helped Paki-
stan add 80 ofl the last 10 ovesrs
and 51 ofl the last hive.

Among the New Zealand bowl
ers Darvl Tulley took three for 52
off 10, while James Franklin took
three for 61 off eight and Chns
Harris snapped up two for 3ol

10.
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the third one-
dav international between New
Zealand and Pakistan on Thurs-
day:
PAKISTAN
Anwar run out (Vincent) i
Nazir ¢ Eleming b Tulley 32
Llahi ¢ and b Harris 30
Inzamam ¢ Twose b Harris 2
Youbana ¢ Astle b Franklin 47
Razzaq ¢ Vincent b I'ranklin 3

McMillan ¢ Youhana b Razzag 64
Vincent st Moin b Saqglain 34
Harris lbw b Razzaq I
Parore not out 3
Vettori b Mahmood 7
Franklin b Saglain 8
TufTey ¢ Elahi b Saglain 3
Martin b Akram 1
ixtras: (w-6, nb-7, I1b-25, b-3) 41
lotal: (Al out in 48.2 overs) 2195

FFall of wickets: 1-12, 2-16, 3-18,

4-118. 5-152, 6-152, 7-161, 8-187,
9-207
Bowler 8 WM SR W
Akram 9.2 0 41 3
Younis 10 943 1
Mahmood 10 B s I
Razzaq _ 10 0 44 2
Saqlain 9 x4 2050508
Result: Pakistan won by 28

runs and lead five-match series
2-1.

Man-of-the-match:
Mushtagq.

Saqlain

UEFA Cup

Liverpool relishing the prospect

ﬁ, Football

AFP, raris

A resurgent Liverpool will find oul
at Anfield on Thursday whether AS
Roma care enough about the
UEFA Cup to pull back a 2-0 defi-
cit from the hirst leg of their fourth
round clash.

Liverpool's win through two
second-hall Michael Owen goals
in Rome's Stadio Olimpico lasi
week was the clearest prool vel of
the solid improvement they have
made under Gerard Houllier.

It was "a result we wouldn't

have achieved six months ago,”

said the French coach.

But some observers in the Sta-
dio Olimpico wondered whether
Roma - who were missing the ill
Francesco Totti and only intro-
duced Argentinian striker Gabriel
Batistuta, nursing an injury, in the
second hall had their minds
more on capturing the Italian
league title.

Roma, now six points clear at
the top of the ltalian league, are
unlikely to play as badly again and
Toth could return at Anfhield, ol

though coach abio Capello i
sobat” Diaatestota s beanthe knee bon the
league challonye,

Houlher added: “The first leg in
Roma was an important step, but |
da not believe the tie is over like
many are saving, thev're a very
good side and we'll have 1o be at
our very best,”

Whoever triunphs in this re-
ran ol the 1984 European Cup
final already knows they will face
the winners of the mateh between
FC Porto and Nantes in the quar-
ter-finals on March 8 and 15,

The Portuguese side travel (o
western France to delend their 341
lirst-leg without influential central
defender Jorge Costa Bbut coach

are going to prove we're as good
away as we are at home.”

Thursday's UEFA Cup fourth
round matches (Ist leg score in
brackets):

I. Kaiserslautern (Ger) v Slavia
Prague (Cze) (0-0)

2. Parma (Ita) v PSV Eindhoven
(Ned) (1-2)

J. Barcelona (Spa) v AEK Ath-
cns (Gre) (1-0)

4. Celta Vigo (Spa) v VIB Sturt
gart (Ger)(0-0)

. Inter ANilan

'I.t"il-l”.;-.-ﬂ

(1ta) v Alaves

b. Bordeaux (Fra) v Ravo Valle-
cano (Spa) (1-4)

. Nantes (I'ra) v Porto (Por)(] -

4. Liverpool (Eng) v AS Roma
(lta) (2-0)

Quarter-finals (March 8 and
15)

Winner
march 2

Winner
martch 4

Winner
nictch 6

W
metch 8

march 1 1 Winie

march 3 v Winne
maich 5 v Winner

maitch 7 1 Winner

Jo W
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PHOTO STAR

National captain Naimur Rahman (C), spinner Mohammad Rafique (L) and
Aminul Islam sharing a light moment while enjoying the Bangladesh-Sri

| Fernundo Santos said his team | Lanka semifinal,
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Pakistan retake lead

F Int’l Jr tennis

Sania clinches
girls’ title

UNB, Dhaka

Top seed Sania Mirza of India
clinched the gicls™ singles title ol
the 157 Bangladesh International
Junior  Tennis  championship
beating Chen Yi of Chinese Taipei
-5, 6-3 i the final at the Ramna
National Tennis complex vester-
day,

Fourteen-year-old — Sania, a
student of class nine of Hyderabad
Nasr School ook 80 minutes 1o
win her second career singles title
on loreign soil. She won  her
maiden title in Pakistan last year,

Chinese  Taipei  pair  Hsieh
Wang Cheng and WU Yi Wang
won the boys' doubles title de-
leating Amanjot Singh (India) and
Chan Kai Lung (Faipet) 7-6, 6-3 in
the fimal, also held in the after-
noon.

IFinals ol the boys' singles and
girls” doubles will be held today

alternoon, the last day of the
week-long ITE  approved  world
ranking meel.

Army Chiel and the newly

elected president of Bangladesh
Olympic Association Lt Gen la
run-Ar-Rashid is expected to wit-
ness the finals as chiel guest and
distribute the prizes,

Sunil Kumar of India will meel
Chan Kai Lung of Chinese Taipei
in the boys’ singles final at 3 pm.

In the girls" doubles, So Jung
Kim (Korea) and Wang Ting Wen
(Taipei) will encounter Thai pair
I irenrattiya and V Thassa at 2:30
pm.

Generous
Harris

INTERNET, Napier

New Zealand all-rounder Chris
Harris was shocked to discover
that, alter his exploits  againsi

Pakistan at Napier on Tuesday, he
had surpassed  Sir Richard
Hadlee's mantle as his country 4
proeatest wickel-taker.

Harris passed Hadlee's record
ol 158 one-dav wickets when he
dismissed Shahid Alvidi during the
home team's six-wicketl win over
Pakistan at Mclean Mark.

\nd lor a while there was even
a glimmer of hope that he would
go Close to Ewen Chatlield' s most
cconomical figures of one for cight
oll 10 overs. But while he just
missed oul, Harris' [inal ligures ol
one for 12 equalled the fourth
most economical figures for New
Zealand,

Alter taking some punishment
from the Pakistan batsmen in the
first match ol the series, Harrns
was looking for improvement in
Napier, but his start was hardly
promising.

"Alter the first two balls when |
gol smacked over long off |
thought "here we go again’,” Harris
told New Zealand Press Associa-
Lon.

"But I didn’t drop short today
and 1 think the pressure the guys
applied earlier made it a lot easier
job for me.

“You don’t ever think youre
going to go for 12 off 10. You aim
to go for 30 and if you're under it's
fairly pleasing.”

It was Harris® 175th one-day
international, while it took Hadlee
115 maltches to reach the mark
Hadlee, the current convener ol
selectors, was on hand to offer
congratulations afterwards.

‘I didn’t think about it a lot but
it's a greal honour (o go past Si
Richard,” Iarris said.

"Hopelully there's a few more
to come.”

Both coaches
content

REUTERS, Galle

—

Sri Lankan coach Dav Whatmore
promised England more ol the
same alter his side scored 221 for
lwa on the opening day of the [irst
I st on Thursday.

“1he big plus for us is that we
only lost two wickets,” he said.

"We should forge ahead to-
morrow and build up a sizeable
total. We have eight wickets in the
dressing room and two batsmen
with their eye in.”

Whatmdre, however, said he
had been impressed with Eng-
land's ability to keep the run-rate
down and their retusal to buckle in
the hot and humid conditions.

"We were made to work hard,”
he said. "1 have seen sides come
here and lose it completely. The
line goes, the length goes. England
team did very well."

However, England coach
Duncan Fletcher praised his team
for their discipline after a tough
opening day but warmed them to
keep their nerve.

Fletcher said Nasser Hussain's
men had done well to restrict the
home side to 221 for two despite
sweltering conditions and  little
luck.

"Our bowlers had o keep their
discipline and they did a good
job,” he said, "We always new il
wils going to be hard.

It was probably one of the
hottest, most humid days we have
plaved inand it's a Mal wicket not
ollering much to the bowlers.”
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McGrath can't stop 'em

Kt YJ Cricket

AFP. bombay

Fast bowler Glenn MeGrath made
an impressive start on the Indun
tour on Thursday, bagging 3-46
before Australia et Ranji Trophy
champions Mumbai oll the hook
in the three-day match here.

The hosts, electing 1o take firs
strike, recovered [rom 57-4 belore
lunch to post a creditable 328 {or
nine by stumps on the lirst day at
the Brabourne Stadium here.

To add to the tourists’ woes,
Mark Waugh received five stitches
on his left hand when he split the
webbing while lit*i(yg in his [ips!
match on the tour.

Team officials, however, said
the injury was not serious dnd
Waugh will be able to bat in the
match.

McGrath, who missed his
team's previous tour three years
ago, made light ol a slow wicket to
grab two wickets belore lunch in
his first outing on the current (rip.

McGrath had former Indian
opener Wasim  Jaller caught at
second slip by Mark Waugh for 16

and then removed another Test
batsman Vinod Kambli for no
score (o make early dents in

Mumbai's batting

lHome captain Sameer Dighe
made up for the absence of star
batsman Sachin Tendulkar, 10
rescu¢ Mumbai with a sparkling
knock of 84,

Tendulkar was asked by the
Indian ream management to skip
the game to rest a strained call
muscle.

Dighe added 117 for the sixth
wicket with Sairaj Bahutule (51)
and 63 for the eighth with Romesh
Power as the Australians sweated

in the heat to make an impression |

on the unresponsive wicket.

Dighe and Bahutule bated
thiough most of the alternoon
session belore part-timer  Ricky
Ponting set Mumbai back with two
wickels in successive overs alter
lea.

Ponting trapped lelt-hander
Bahutule leg-before and then had
Robin Morris caught behind 1o
make Mumbal 202-7. but Dighe

L — -

McGRATH ... 3/46

and Power hit out 10 add valuable
runs [or their tecam.

Power, a compact nght-
hander, struck 13 boundaries be-
fore returning unbeaten at close
on 65 olf 67 balls.

McGrath, who conceded jusi
19 runs from 14 overs in his first
two spells, returned with the sec-
ond new ball alter tea 10 remove
Paras Mhambrey.

Leg-spinner Shane Warne. also
plaving his hirst match on the tour,
wonlt for 1-57 in his first spell of 14
overs before linishing the day with
one lorB1.

More than 5,000 fans turmed up
to watch the Australians in their
last practice match before the first
of three Tests opens at the nearby
Wankhede stadium  here  nexi
Tuesday.

Steve Waugh's men, with a re-
cord 15 consecutive Test wins in
the bag, are looking to win Austra-
lia's lirst series on Indian soil since
the 1969-70 season

SCOREBOARD
lirst day's scoreboard in the
three-day tour match between
Australia and Mumbai at the
Brabourne Stadium on Thursday:
MUMBALI: First innings

Mane b Havden 19
Jaffer ¢ M Waugh b McGrath 16
Paranjpye ¢ Fleming b Warne 27

Mazumdar Ilbw b Miller ]
Kambli ¢ Ponting b McGrath 0

Dighe ¢ Gilchrist b Fleming 84
Bahutule Ibw b Ponting 51
Morris ¢ Gilchrist b Ponting 2
Power not oul 65
Mhambrev ¢ Fleming b McGrath 19

Kulkiarni not out 11
Extras: (b-5, Ib-16, nb-9) 30
lotal: (For 9 wkts in 94 overs) 328

Fall of wickets: 1-27, 2-52, 3-57,
4-57, 5-82, 6-199, 7-202, 8-265, 9-
296

Bowler O M R %Y
McGrath L s 46 3
Fleming 19 :| 56 ]
Miller 21 G (-} I
Haydén PN | 37 1
Warne 19 4 ] I
M Waugh L el | 13 0
Ponting e g 10 2

AUSTRALIA  (Irom): Steve

Waugh Mark Waugh,

Michacl Shater. Matthew Ha don,
Rickv Ponung. Justin Langer. Da-
micn  Martyn, Adam  Gilchrist,
Shane Warne, Colin Miller, Glenn
McGrath, Damien Fleming.

(captain),

Pierce sent packing

l/( )] Tennis

A];P, Dl

I'rench Open  champion  Man
Yicree’s poor run ol form contin-
ucd here on Thursday as she
crashed out of the Dubai
Championships on  Thursday,
losing 6-3, 6-1 in just 53 minutes
lo  Australian qualilier Rachel
MeQuillan.

Still trying to find her form af-
ter a shoulder injury forced her to
miss several months at the end ol
lasl vear, the second
Frenchwoman looked sluggish
and only occasionally showed a
glimpse ol the form that ook he
to the French Open title last year

'he 26-year-old was so out
played by 111th ranked McQuillan
that she lost eight consecutive
games after recovering a break 1o
level at 3-3 in the opening set, and
it was not until she was down 5-0
that Pierce held a game point
again on her serve in the second
SCL.

"I feel a little bit tired 1 guess. |
feel like I haven't stopped all
vear, she said.

“It's been a lot of travelling and
a lot ol plaving, but no excuses

l ennis

\t"l.ll!l 'l!

reallv. Rachel plaved a great
She didn'i lot ol
shots and she served really well. I
really hard 1o she
added.

McQuillan showed superb rac-
quet control and followed wup
some excellent serving by often
coming to the net to execut
fine volleys.

maltch miss d

was read.”

uie some

It was a surpnsing perform
ance from a plaver who failed 1o
win a single match on the WTA
tour last vear, and McQuillan was
al her form

das shocked as anvons

lhl". WLt L

| certainly surprised mysellf,
said the 29 r-nld Austrahian

I you had told me that I'd by
here I'd have laughed.

‘I would have thought it was a
joke, a sick joke. I'm so happv and
it's something Tve worked hard
lor my whole career.

Girls like Mary can do this
every week, and I'm just happv to
do 1t one week in my whole life.
| m buzzing,” she added

McQuillan, who considered
retinng when her ranking fell to
220) alter being as high as 28, de
cided 1o keep plaving through the
Crisis.

She enjoyed considerable suc-

¢ss on the Australian satellite
circuit at the end of last year to get
hersell back into a winning frame .
ol mind, but still expected nothing
ol herself in Dubai

Every maich this week ['ve
been going into it not expecting
anvything,” she admitted

“I've just been playving even
point that comes. But I've been
plaving really well, the best rennis
I ve plaved lor a long time, and I'm
plaving with no fear and I'm nol
afraid to have a go.

I knew agamnst Mary [ had 1o
lift my game and serve very well,
and just try and get the ball away
from her whenever | could, and it
worked very well.

I'd have been very disap
pointed il | had gone out there and
just poked around a bit and been
verv nervous with the whole occa
sion, which sometimes happens (o
me. | was very happy with the way
| plaved oul there, she added.

[halland s Tamanne Tanasug

arn also advanced to the semi
linals, the seventh seeded 1Thai
ending the run ol 16-vear old Rus
stan Lina Krasnourotskava 7-617

1) b-5.

PHOTO STAR

Anjan Chowdhury of sponsors Square Tolletries replying to a query by a
reporter during a press conference organised in connection with the
National Badminton Championship yesterday.

Nat'l badminton

from tomorrow
UNB, Pabiia

National

begins

Badmimnton
here on

'he 23rd
championship
Saturday

Pabna District Sports Associa
tion and Bangladesh Badminton
Federation are jointly organising
the hive-dav meel *-|‘+Hr‘|.-an"L| Dy
Square Toiletnes.

Some 170 plavers from 35 dis-
and will be
wing for five utles — men’'s singles

Inclts mg‘mimnmn\

md doubles, women's singles and
doubles and mixed doubles.
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