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Germany friendly

Lemerre’s faith ||

in the tried
AFP. Paris

Coach Roger Lemerre
no-surprise 20-man  squad for
France's  [riendly international
against Germany at the Stade de
France to the north ol Pans on
Tuesday.

namoed a

[t is the lirst match ol the year
or France, who are excused from
2002 World Cup qualilving as the
reigning champions.

Though there are six changes
from their victory over Turkey in
November last vear, all the players
are established squad members.

For the record. Real Madnd's
Claude Makelele and Lyon stnker
Steve Marlet have received con-

firmation they are in Lemerre s
plans.

Under-21  international  Phi-
lippe Christanval returns, no

doubt with the 2002 World C up in
mind, and established players
Rixente Lizarazu, Youri Djorkacll
and Chrstophe Dugarry  once
again leature.

Ihe six plavers out are Martin
Djctou, Pierre Laigle, Willy Sagnol,
Johan Micoud. David Trezeguct
and Laurent Roberl

Lemerre  has retained
Emmanuel Petit even though he is
not a first-choice plaver at Barce
lona.

..||Hn

SQUAD
Keepers: Fabien Barthez (Man-
chester United/Eng), Ulrich Rame
(Bordeaux)

Defenders: Lilian  Thuram
(Parma/lta), Marcel  Desailly
(Chelsea/Eng), Franck Leboeul

vincent Candela
Christanval
[lzarazu

(Chelsea/Eng),
(Romal/lta), Philippe
(Monaco), Bixente
(Bavern Munich/Ger)
Midfielders: Zinedine Zidane
(Juventus/Ita), Patrick Vieira (Ar
senal/Eng), Emmanuel Pett (Bar-
celone/Spa), Claude Makelele
(Real Madrid/Spa), Chnostian
Karembeu (Middlesbrought/Eng),
Youri Djorkaell (Kaiserlau-
tern/Ger), Chnistophe Dugarry
(Bordeaux)
Strikers:
nal/Eng), Sylvain
nal/Eng), Nicolas
Steve Marlet (Lvon),
(Arsenal/Eng)

Thailand to play
Premiership
giants

AFP, Banghok

Fhierry Henry (Arse
Wiltord (Arsc-
Anelka (I'SG),

Robert Pires

Fhe Thar national (ootball team
will play English Premiership
clubs Liverpool and Aston Villa in
England to prepare for their World
Cup qualifiers, the Football Asso-
ciation of Thailand (FAT)
Wednoesday.
FAT s

said

secretary-general
Worawi Makudi told AFP thal
[hailand's team would start an
England tour in April, with games
scheduled at Anfield and Villa
Park.

Worawi said the FAT is wailing
for dates to be confirmed by the
two clubs.

Thailand 1s also expected to
play Inendlies against other Eng

lish clubs, he added, withoul
naming them
"Our Lha) national team will

learn a lot of experience by playing
with top teams belore we play the
qualifiers of the World Cup,” he
said.

Thailand's World Cup cam-
paign begins in May when they
face Lebanon, Sn Lanka and Paki
stan in group flive of the Asian
qualilying competition. If they win
that group they advance to one ol
two flive-tcam second round
groups, the winners ol which ad-
vance to the finals.
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K\FP. Paris

Legendary Real Madrid, voted
FIFA world team of the century
last year, have stamped their

authority on the European Cham-
pions league in this millenium as
in the last

Raul's equalizer for a 2-2 group
) draw at [talian champions Lazio
was enough to put them into the
last eight draw set for March 16,
with the matches due in early
April.

I'heir humble coach Vicente
Del Bosque, who played in Ma
dnd's hinal loss to Liverpool in
1981, 1s nol to shout
their chances but in
mayv

one about
private he
thinkine Py viieloar
at the San Siro stadium in Milan
on May 2.1

Del Bosque, in typical unde
statement, said after the Lazio
game: "I can't say my team is bet-
ter than last season but it's very
solid and compac! all depart-
ments

"They were perfectly up to the
task dangerous Lazio
side and 1I'm particularly happy
about the result.”

Eight victories in this competi
tion, including hve from
1956, have elevated the club into a
hallowed status among lootball
enthusiasts.

Such legends ol vestervear as
Puskas of Hungary and

s fatiralisd Spaniard

.1;;]1[1\.! ol

wWIns

Ferend
"" JE ALY

Allre Llll Di Stelano haves
w‘ndmrt'd bv the likes ol 2000
European footballer of the year
Luis Figo and darling of the lans
Raul

Fhree wins out of three in the
second phase was [ollowed by
their draw at Lazio which, having

now been

Champions League

Real, Leeds book qtrs.

to twice come back and equalize
al  Rome’'s  Olvmpic  stadium,
showed  their  lighting  spirit
matches their talent.

Coaches often say saving win-
ning titles is easier than retaining
them as evervone 1s desperate to
beat a champion but Madrid have
managed to shoulder the pressuare
admirably.

| he

i nlllpu NLALRIA D

standard ol  the
marked by outsiders
Lecds Lhe quarter-
finals from group D, means a sec-
ond successive title, last managed
by AC Milan in 1990, would multi-
ply their reputation like rabbits in
a burrow

leeds coach David O Leary
meanwhile played down Leeds
chances of winning the compeli-
ton.

O'Leary was delighted with his
side's 4-1 beating ol Anderlecht
aflter criticism had come from the
direction of their Belgian hosts.

Aime Anthuenis had made his
feelings plain in the wake ol last
l'uesday's 2-1 defeat o Leeds at
I'lland Road that O'Leary's side
nol a good one, comments

ne Itl'u'.l.ltni 1o Lthe Ht‘lHl.lH pn-w
it bornatl

risnny

also rea |1IH;L

Wwite

on the eve ol last nig
.1!111 I \t!il
Such words providedr O Leany
with his team talk, and the players

with the motivation Lo produce
arguably their best performance ol
the season, outstripping their 1-0
win against | azio in Rome.

vnderlecht had won their pre-
vious 21 home matches, as well as
their last nine in LEurope, with
their Stade Constant Vanden Stock
proving a tough venue 1o many 1]
Europe’s leading hights.

But Leeds refused to bow
statistics and carned their quarter-
final display with gusto

"We will try and keep gomng,
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Lazio striker Lucas Martin Castroman (R) and Real Madrid defender Geremi fight for possession during their
Champions' League Group D match al the Olympic Stadium in Rome on February 21.

erth

sald O'Leary. "Nobody gave us a
hope in the fiest group and no-
hody gave us a hope in this group,
but now we are so proud to be in
the quarter-finals with two games
stll remaining.

“But we are not going (o win
this mufru-mmn. and 1 am nol
fussed either whether we finish
first or second in this group. I'm
just delighted to have reached this
Ht.lﬂt'."

Leeds best performance in the
competition is, with Scottish in-
ternationals Joe Jordan and Billy
Bremner in the side, reaching the
inal in 1975 when they lost the

middle final ol Bavern's three
SUCCOSSIVEe WINS.
Bavern were ncarly through

themselves from Group C lollow-
ing their 3-0 thrashing of hosis
Spartak Moscow but a goal from
Lyon s Brazihan Edmilson seconds
from the end of the 1-1 at Arsenal
means they must wait for the out-
come ol their final two matches.

It would be a major shock
however if Bayern, five points
ahcad of second placed Arsenal
and six in front of Lyon, failed to
carn their last eight passage,

Lyon must win their final two
matches, hope other results go
their way, and beal Bavern con-
vincingly at the Gerland stadium
on March 6 to have any chance ol
making the quarter-finals.

Dennis Bergkamp was certain
Arscenal could still make the quar-
ter-finals, saving: "An hour after
the game, we are still disappointed
to let a goal in at the last minute
but we're still in second place and
confident of qualifying.

“It's dilficult to look at it that
way when you've had such a dis-
appointment bul the reality is we
arec still  well-placed to gel

through.”

Liverpool and Manchester
United are due 1o come to Thai-
land this summer as part of
planned Asian swings.
Pua named
Uruguay

PHOIU AFP
C0aCh Giovane Elber, Bayern Munich's Brazilian striker (front), holding off Igor Mitresky of Spartak Moscow on
February 21.

AFP. Montevideo
Viclor Pua, coach of the Uru-

guayan junior football team, was
named coach of the senior side by
the national federation on
Wednesday [ollowing the resigna-
tion of Daniel Passarella.

Pua is an appointment from
within the federation, having been
involved in the country's football
for about 20 years. He has alrcady
had the top job, leading the side (o
the final of the Copa America, or
South American championships,
in 1999,

Pua is currently in Arequipa,
Peru, with the Uruguay under-17
tean.

Uruguayan football federation
president Eugenio Figueredo said
Pua would be offered the job till
the end of the World Cup qualifi-
ers when he returns from Monte-
video,

Uruguay are fifth in the qualili-
ers which would be a play-olf po-
sition with the winners ol the Oce-
ania section.

Passarella, who won the World
Cup as a plaver with Argentina in

1978, had been at the head of the

Urugoavan team since 1999,

ﬂ;j Football

AFP, tome

Lazio as of hursday will devote
their entire attention (o the de-
fence of their ltalian uitle lollowing
their 2-2 draw at home to Real
Madrid Wednesday night, a result
that ensured their elimination
from the Champions League.

Alter losing their first three
second phase matches Lazio pro
duced their best performance so
far against the defending champi-
ons from Spain but twice Real
equalised after the Roman side
had taken the lead.

But now in the tme-
honoured maxim for teams elimi-
nated from knockoult competi-
tions - it is thme lor Lazio to con
centrate on the league, the Scu
detto they won for only the second

time last year a quarter ol a cen-
tury after their inaugural crown.

“The only thing T can ask ol the
boys now is not (o get down
hearted and react badly on Sunday
against Verona,” said their coach
Dino Zoff who replaced England-
bound Sven Goran Eriksson last
month when Lazio's Champions
League ambitions were already
compromised, |

“Furthermore
lacking against
knockout blow,” snid ZollT who saw
his team take the lead
through Czech Pavel Nedved and
Argentinian Hernon Crespo only
lor Santiago Solari and Raul to
cquahse [or the meringues’.

Lazio join fellow title challeng-
ers Juventus, already eliminated
from LEuropean compelition, in
being able 1o focus squarelv on the
domestic championship

Assuming Serie A leaders AS
Roma do not pull off a miracle
result against Liverpool Thursday
night in their UEFA Cup second
lep (they lost the Tirst leg 2-0 in
ome) they too will have no dis-

all  we were
Real was  the

Iwice

Serie A or nothing for Lazio

tractions as ol I'riday morning,

Roma, cight points clear of La-
z10 and six ahead ol Juventus, are
determined 1o win their Lirst Scu-
detto since 1982-3 and Lazio will
be determined to do all they can to
ensure they do not have the hu-
miliation of their hard-won prize
being taken down the corridor of
the Olympic Stadium they share
with their arch-rivals.,

Crespo (oo tried to rally the
troops, saymg: "It's normal to be
disappointed alter going oul like
that, It is a wound that will remain
in our heart but we must lift our
heads up and beat Verona. There
are 15 games left (in the league)
and we have only this objective so
we must try and win all our games
and see what happens.”

One positive lor Zoll was the
outstanding perlormance ol re-
cently-signed Argentinian winger
Lucas Martin Castroman who gave
Real's  much-vaunted  Brazilian
detender Roberto Catlos a torrid
time, creating both goals,

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE:

STANDINGS & FIXTURES

REUTERS, Londan

Standings and remaining lixtures in the second phase of the Champi-
ons League alter Wednesday's matches:

GROUP A

STANDINGS P w
Manchester United 4 2
Valencia 4 |
Sturm Giraz | 2
Panathinaikos 14 ()
Remaining lixtures:

Wednesday, March 7
Sturm Graz v Valencia
Panathinaikos v Manchester

United

Tuesday, March 13

Valencia v Panathinaikos
Manchester United v Sturm Graz

GROUP B

STANDINGS P W
Calatasaray 1 Vs
AC Milan 4 I
Deportivo Coruna 4 2
Paris St Germain 1 ()

Remaining lixtures:

Wednesday, March 7

Galatasaray v AC Milan

Deportivo Coruna v Paris St Ger-
AR

luesday, March 13

\C-Milan v Deportivo Coruna
"ans St Germain v Galatasaray

GROUP C

STANDINGS P w
Bavern Munich 4 3
Arsenal 4 I
Olympique Lvon 4 |
Spartak Moscow 8 |

Remaining fixtures:

Tuesday, March 6

Olympique Lyon v Bayern Munich
Arsenal v Spartak Moscow
Wednesday, March 14

Bayern Munich v Arsenal

Spartak Moscow v Olympique
lvon

GROUP D

STANDINGS P W
Real Madrid 1 3
Leeds United 4 3
Anderlechi 1 |
lLazio 8| ()

b L I A Pts
2 0 (§ /s Y
3 0 3 | (y
0 2 q i G
| 3 2 7 |
b | I A Pts
| | 4 4 7
) () 5 4 6
() 2 " 3 (5
2 2 ) G 2
D L I A Pts
| () 7 2 10
2 | 5 7 5
I 2 4 3 4
0 3 4 H 3
b L I A ’1s
I 0 1] 5 10
() ] 7 4 9
0 3 4 10 3
I 3 4 7 l

“Real Madrid and Leeds United qualify for quarter-finals

Remaining lixtures:
Tuesday, March 6

Real Madrid v Leeds United
Lazio v Anderlecht
Wednesday, March 14
LLeeds United v Lazio
Anderlecht v Real Madrid

*Top two in each group qualify
for the quarter-finals.

RESULTS AT

A GLANCE
REUTERS, London

Collated summaries of Wednes-
day's second phase Champions
league maltches:

GROUPC

In London

Arscnal 1(Dennis Bergkamp 33)
Olympique Lyon 1 (Edmilson)

In Moscow

Spartak Moscow 0 Bayern Munich
3 (Mehmet Scholl 17, 75pen, Paulo
Sergio 87)

GROUPD

In Rome

Lazio 2 (Pavel Nedved 4, Hernan
Crespo 53) Real Madrid 2 (Solari

32, Raul 73)

In Brussels

Anderlecht 1 (Jan Koller 75) Leeds
United 4 (Alan Smith 12, 37, Mark
Viduka 33, lan [Harte 80pen)

Played Tuesday:

GROUP A

In Manchester
Manchester United 1 (Andy Cole
12) Valencia 1 (Wes Brownd88og)
InAthens:

Panathinaikos (loannis Goumuas
73) 1 Sturm Graz 2 (Markus
Schopp 25, Mario Haas 41)

GROUP B

In La Coruna

Deportivo Coruna 2 (Victor
Djalminha 73) Galatasaray 0
In Paris

Paris St German 1(Laurent Robert
5) AC Milan | (Jose Mari 90)

Deschamps’
complain

i\l;[l. \alenvcia

F'ormer  French  captain Didier
Deschamps admitted Wednesday
that he has felt "useless” as a
plaver since his arrival at Spanish
Primera Liga side Valencia.

IUs the first time in my sport-
ing career that 've felt useless,”
said Deschamps, who skippered
France to the World Cup and Euro
2000 glory,

Lhe midhielder, who s con-
tinuing his comeback following a
three-month injury lay-oll, did not
play in Tuesday night's 1-1 Cham-
pions  League Group B match
against Manchester United.

He was also unable o play in
last  Saturday’s — First  Division
match against Las Palmas hecause
ol gastroenteritis, and was on the
subs bench as a replacement for
Spanish  international  Ruben
ISura)a.

But Deschamps added he did
not want to interfere in the good

F

working of the team and would
have o wait for an opportunity (o
play like the other team members,

More than 170
arrests at
Spartak match

;‘\FP, Moscon

More than 170 pcople were ar-
rested al
versus Bayern Munich European
Champions League match at the
Luzhniki Stadium, police said on
Thursday.

Most of the arrests were [o
minor oflences and public drunk-
enness, police added.

[Five people were taken to hos-
pital alter the match, won 3-0 by
Munich. Two of those had broken
bones while the three others had
drunk too much alcohol.

About 70,000 speclators, in-
cluding 500 from Germany, were
at the game despite the biting cold
and snowy conditions.

the Spartak Moscow

AFP, London =
.

Late goals from AC Milan and

Valencia kept their Champions

league dreams alive on Tuesday
as they salvaged draws againsi
Paris St Germain and Manchester

Linited.
Milan., who have won the
Luropean Cup five times, and

Valencla, runners-up to Real Ma-
drid in last scason's linal, were
bhoth heading for defeat in their
respective matches with time fast
running out.
But a last minute goal from
substitute Jose Mari gave Milan a
-1 draw in Paris to revive their
hopes, while Valencia equalised

@he Baily

Champions League
None sure as yet
mFootball 3 3

they win their last two matches.

Manchester United, who drew
0-0 at Valencia last week and beat
them 3-0 at Old Traftord ar this
stage last season, seemed set for
another win when Andy  Cole
blasted them into the lead after 12
minutes with a brilliantly taken
clfort o his stiide which gave
Sanbago Canizares no ehanee.

Victory  would have assured
United ol their filth successive
dappearance in the quarter-finals -
g Champions League record -- bui
Valencia were rewarded with their
late equaliser.

Sturm: Graz, the least-fancied
stde in the competition. ended
Panathinaikos’s hopes ol advane-
ing with a 2-1 win in Athens (o
lollow up last week's 2-0 home

FROTO INTESNET

Manchester United superstar David Beckham (L) sees the yellow card in

the match against Valencia.

three minutes from time at Old
Manchester

Trallord  against
Lnited through a Wes Brown own
goalina 1-1 draw.

The other two matches on
Tuesday ended in a 2-0 win for
Deportivo Coruna over 10-man
Galatasarav, while Sturm Graz, the
surprise qualiliers for this stage,
kept alive their dreams of a place
in the last eight with a 2-1 win over
Panathinaikos in Athens.

The outcome of the four
maltches means that no teams are
vet certain of their places in the
quarter-hnals.

Manchester United, who were
just three minufes away from a
certain place in the last eight, lead
Group A with ecight points, fol-
lowed by Valencia (6), Sturm Graz
(6) and eliminated Panathinaikos
(1).

Galatasaray lead Group B with
seven points followed by AC Milan
(6). Deportivo Coruna (6) and
Paris St Germain (2).

The group is so wide open thal
all four teams can still qualifv bul
PSG, although thev are bottom,
and AC Milan will go through if

victory over the Greeks.

Markus Schopp (25) and Mario
Haas (41) put the Austrnians into a
commanding position and loannis
Goumas's 73rd minute header was
not enough for the Greek side.

Galatasaray  staved 1op of
Group B despite being well-beaten
by Deportivo Coruna who won
with goals from Victor (40) and
Djahininha (73).

Galatasaray were reduced to 10
men alter 58 minutes when Vedat
Inceele was sent oll for a tackle
from behind on Victor that earmed
him his second vellow card.

With PSG drawing 1-1 with AC
Milan, Group B is now wide open.

PSG, who have had such a dis-
appointing domestic season, took
the lead with a 20-melre Laurent
Robert Iree-kick after 75 minutes,
but they failed o hold their lead
for the last 15 minutes.

I'he compettion continues on
Wednesday with Arsenal plaving
I.von and Spartak Moscow plaving
Bavern Munich in Group C and
Anderlecht plaving Leeds and
lLazio meeting Real Madrnd in
Group D.

Not much to celebmte

Football

AFP, Milan

AC Milan's scason went from bad
to worse Tuesday with their 1-}
Champions League Group B draw
with French strugglers Paris St
Germain  leaving  their progress
into the quarter-finals in the bal-
ance.

Spaniard Jose Mari's last-gasp
leveller may have saved face but it
was hardly an appropriate way for
the 'Rossoneri’ (red and blacks) to
celebrate the 15th anniversary ol
the takeover of the club by media
magnale Silvio Berlusconi.

The Champions League, alter
all, is their last chance ol silver-
ware this scason as they are 17
points behind Serie A leaders AS
Roma and eliminated from the
ltalian Cup.

When he became the majority
sharcholder on February 20, 1986
- he was named president a month
later - Berlusconi set about the
task of transforming the ailing
club into the best side on the
planet,

But things have come circle
with Milan fans beginning to criti-
cise  the tveoon-cum-politician
who they believe is neglecting the
club as he concentrates on his
candidature lor prime minister [or

the right-wing opposition coali-
Lion in this year's elections.
When  Berlusconi  took  the

helm Milan Fans were used 1o me-
diocrity. Since the 1960s when
they won two Luropean Cups
(1962-3, 1968-9) and the Inter-

continental Cup (1969-70) the
club had slumped alarmingly.

[t had also suftered the indig-
miy ol relegation (o Serie B n
1981-2 for its part in the match-
fixing scandal that rocked lalian
lootball

By the time Berlusconi ook
over they were back in the top
Might but showing little sign ol
revival, They linished seventh in
the First Division at the end ol the
[985-6 scason.

Ihen Berlusconi made the in-
spired choice of Arrigo Sacchi as
coach. Al the time he was an un-
known, as was the club where he
had made his name, Parma, who
then vet to join the Italian First
Division.

But in 1987-8 Sacclhi’'s Milan -
cmploving a 4-4-2 svstem more al
home in Bnglish football than the
lahan game - won their first Scu-

derto.

he Dutch duo of Ruad Gulli
and Marco Van Basien laler
joined by Frank Rijkaard - were

instrumental v the revival and a
year later they won the Furopean
Cup, beating Steaua Bucharest of
Romania 4-0 at Barcelona's Nou
Camp

The club also had some quality
ltalian  players, notably sweeper
'ranco Baresi and a voung de-
lender Paolo Maldini, now a vet-
cran ol today's team who played
his  100th match in European
competition against PSG on Tues-
dav.

Maldini provides a link with
the great Milan side of the 19605 as
his father Cesare starred in tha

side

Berlusconi  (ransformed  the
image of the club - upgrading their
Milancllo training camp at Car-
nago and ditching the traditional
black shorts for white although he
kept the historic red and black
striped shirts. Milan have since
reverted to black shorts.

Two more European Cups,
four ltalian ttles and two Inter-
continental Cups and other less
important trophies followed under

Sacchi and successor Fabio
Capello.
But as Berlusconi started 1o

prioritise his political ambitions -
he has already served once as
ltalv's prime minister - the club
hias shown signs of decay.

Current coach Alberto Zac-
cheroni won a surprise Scudetto in
the 1998-9 scason - Berlusconi's
sixth - but the Rossonenn have
been trophy-less since and success
on a continental level has eluded
them since the last European Cup
in 1994.5

Giggs worry
for United

AFP, London 3 54
Manchester United manager Sif
Alex Ferguson confirmed
Wednmda}' that  winger  Ryab

Giggs will miss Sunday's Premiers
ship showdown agains! second-
placed Arsenal because of a hans
stnng injury, L8y,

-«.'




