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Place at (hat time. Even
then the Muslim Le ague
government did not hesitate
lo open indiscriminant fire
at the prisoners of Khapra
Ward in Rajshahi. A horrl
ble picture of torture and
repression was given in the
statement of Tebhaga move-
ment leader Ila Mitra.

An article entitled "What
will be the State Language
of Pakistan-Bengali or
Urdu?” was published on
15 September, 1947. In the
point number four of fits
text, it was clearly spelled
out that both Bangla and
Urdu would be the state
languages of the central
government of Pakistan and
the medium ol instruction,
official language ol the
provincial of government
offices and courts of Easl
Pakistan will be only
Bangla.

Following the failure in the
efforts to write Bangla in
Urdu alphabets the gov-
ernment publications like
Mahe Nao and Radio
Pakistan introduced a
mixed peculiar Bangla lan-
guage as quoted by Ataur
Rahman Khan :

1. Radio Pakistan : "Pichle
Etwar Khan Gaflar Khaner
Larka greftar hoechen.
Hukamalte Hyderabad
hukumate IHindustaner
khelafle jang-o-jehader
irada korechen”. (Only the
underlined parts ol these

sentences are Bengali, most
of other words are Urdu).

Meaning : the son ol Khan
Gaffar Khan was arrested on
Sunday last. The Govern-
ment of Hyderabad has de
cided to wage war and holy-
war against the Government
ol India.

2. Mahe Nao.

L
a government
publication: "Gojasta esha
rate amra otite Bangla
bhashar nana mor paribar-
taner katha moktasarbhabe
ullekh korechilam
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mander Tahjib Tamuddun-
er Tajalluk barjito Bangla
bhasha Mashreki Pakis-
taner matribhasha noy
cbong hobe na, hote para
na." (except the underlined
words all are Bengali).

Ayub Khan, the the military
ruler of Pakistan said,"” we
want to introduce such a
lancuage in Pakistan, which
is neither Urdu nor Bengali,
rather that would be the
Pakistani Language com-
prising all dialects ol
Pakistanis.”

Leading educationist and
philologist Dr Muhammad
Shahidullah in his presi-
dential speech at a conven-
tion ol college and univer-
sity teachers ol East Bengal
in Comilla on 16 March,
1951 said, "Il Bengali lan-
guage is neglected I'll per-
sonally start rebellion.”
"The Dhaka University State
Language Movement
Committee at a meeting on
30 Seplember, 1952 de-
cided (o observe general
sirike on 4 February. Alter
the strike a large number ol
students assembled at the
Dhaka University campus
and held a meeting there
with Gaziul Haq In the
chair. The meeting held on
4th February adopted a
resolution to observe gen-
eral stnke llumwhnut East
Bancal on 21 February with
a demand for establishing
Bangla' as the state lan-
guage”. (Badaruddin Omar).
Section 144 was imposed in
Dhaka on 20 February lor
one month-under which
holding of public meetings,
processions and demon-
strations were declared ille-
gal, Loudspeakers were
used to announce the mes-
sage throughout the city.
How was the night of 20th
February? Poet Ahmed Ralig
as an eye-witness says," the
nicht was full of tension,
everybody was alert like a
hunting leopard”.

The 2]
Thursday.

February, 1952
Students started

Our Glorious Pride

assembling at the Dhaka
University campus in
groups comprising ten in
cach Irom 9'o: clock delying
the Section 144. Former
Chiel Advisor ol the care-
taker government and Chief
Justice Habibur Rahman
Shelly led the first group.
Police went on action with
teargas, lathicharge and the
entire university and ad-
joining areas turned into a
battlefield. At 3.10 pm po-
lice opened fire on the
demonstrators. Abul Barkat,
a student ol MA-Part Il was
the flirst one to embrace
martyrdom. He was [ollowed
by Salahuddin and Abdul
Jabbar. Hayat Mamud says,
the 22nd of February was
more turbulent, and un-
daunted’. Army was de-
ployed and curfew was im-
posed in Dhaka for 7 hours
on that day. There was a
difference of opinion re
garding the number of
martyrs of 22 Fc¢bruary as

-

all the dead bodies could
not be traced. Members of
Police and Army took away
the bodies. However, ac-
cording to Daily Sangbad, 4
were shot dead at
Nawabpur, 2 at Carzon Hall
and one in front of Rallway
Colony.

The construction of Shahid
Minar began in the alter-
noon on the 23rd and
completed overnight. The
father of Shahid Shaliur
Rahman opened this mon-
ument on the 24th. Abul
Kalam Shamsuddin, a
member ol National
Assembly inaugurated the
Shahid Minar again on 26
February aller resigning
from Parliament. However,
police destroyed the Minar
on the same day.

The Dhaka University
Teachers Association
brought out a protest rally
and held a condolence
meeting. Police arrested

Abul  Tlashim, Khairal
Tossain, Abdur Rashid
Tarkabagish, Monaranjan
Dhar, Gobindalal Banerjee,
Prol Mozallar Ahmed
Choudhury, Prol Munir
Choudhury and many oth
ers In a massive drive on
25-26 February., As a re-
sult, Lhe Language
Movement was getting mo-
mentum and spreading
throughout the country. The
University ol Dhaka was
closed sine die on 27

February and the students

were compelled to vacate
the hostels.

All Parly State Landuage
Movement Council was
holding a secret meeting al
the residence ol Dr Muttalib
at Shantinagar on 7 March.
Police raided the house and
arrested Mohammad Teaha,
Abdul Matin, Oli Ahad,
Mirza Golam Haliz, Mujfibul
Ilaq and Hedayet Hossain
Choudhury. On the 15th ol
March a new commitlee

Bangabandhu at Shaheed Minar

In Quest of the Identity of Ourselves
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tors, leaving almost no
room for the Bangalee
Muslims, while by the time
they had come up with edu-
cation and training, culture
and political consciousness.
Naturally they were out to
achieve their right as well as
their identical revelation.
Moreover they realised the
intensity ol the conspiracy
against Bangla language
that would ultimately van-
quish the Bangalee ethni-
cally once for all. They took
no time to protest strongly
the moment Mr. Zinnah
declared that 'Urdu and
only Urdu would be the
state language of Pakistan'.
The developing enlightened
class ol Bengal soon realised
that without Bangla as
atleast one of the state lan-
guages of Pakistan entire
future of the Bangalees
would be al stake, and they
would only fail to keep pace
with the other dominating
regions of Pakistan.

The language movement
was mainly initiated from
here. Another fundamental
issue added fuel to fire.
Despite a common bondage
of religious belief, majority
people ol this province of
Pakistan was widely differ-
ent from that of the other
parts. There were seldom
any similarity as far as lan-
guage, life-style, tradition,
culture or behaviour were
concerned. Further, geo-
graphic distance between
the two parts of the country
was no less than a thousand
miles. A [resh question be-
gan to rock the conscience
of the younger generation
whether a nation could re-
ally be founded on the basis
of religious belief alone. A
new quest came along for
the original identity of their
nation. Which to be consid-
ered [irst? Bangalee or
Muslim or Pakistani?
Which should have been the
first criterion? The Bangalee
Muslims fell in embarrass-
ment in the newly raised
question. This realization
and quest, in fact estab-
lished the story basis of the
language movement that, in
due course of time, turned
to the struggle for emanci-
pation and liberation.

Thus, the language move-
ment, In my opinion,
changed the characleristic
of an enlire generation in
the country including a
positive developmenlt in so-
cio-political view-point and
thoughts. For example,

most of our predecessors-
politically conscious— were
mvolved in Muslim League
politics and creation ol
Pakistan. But since defeat of
Muslim League in the elec-
tion in 1954 in the eastern
province they have never
recorded their postiion here,
basically owing to the lack
of their credibility and ac-
ceptlability to the younger
generation of Pakistan.

From my personal experi-
ence | can well cile an ex-
ample. | was only a student
in a school at Mymensingh
when the movement [lor
state language came up.
Belore that we had never
experienced any strike or
movement. But as soon as
the news of our brothers'
martyrdom at Dhaka in the

movement for language
broke . out like wildfire
throughout the country,

our school in the far remote
area went for strike too, for
the first time, while we, the
very teenagers ran oll a
couple of miles to join the
procession of protest at the
Thana headquarters. The
most important ol all was
the fact that the young
school boy like me, who had
fled from the school for the
first time in his life to join
the movement and the one
who came back to school
the next day as usual, was
never the same person. The
radical change in his mind
in a day was actually far
reaching as well as stronger
and more integrated in fu-
ture.

And sure it was neither a
maltter of a person or a few,
So to say, the enlire genera-
tion turned away [rom the
face of Pakistan. Apart from
language question, another
difference was made by the
infamous martial law en-
forced by General Ayub
Khan in 1958, that abom-
inably refuted all the human
values and democratic birth

rights of the people. This is a
law of jungle that the
Bangalees could never stand
and abide by. In any sort of
democracy, majority must
be one who will rule. But in
denial of their legitimale
claim Pakistan rulers
snatched their domination
in an excuse of 'Parity’ and
thus settled their claim of
equal share in the central
Parliament. They also in-
cluded this Act in 1956
Constitution.

Yet they were not assured
and were always suspicions
over a possible unity of the

Sindhi, the Pathans and the
Baluch with the Bangalees
only to face the Panjabis
into a corner. That was the
reason why they abolished
the constitution and en-
forced martial law immedi-
ately before Parliament
election. It was never a coin-
cidental matter that in 1946
election Pakistan was
founded as in the election in
1970 it dug its own grave.
Both the elections were gen-
eral elections and between
the two there was none.
Afraid of the result in 1954
election in East Pakistan,

that is, total defeat of
Muslim League in this
province, they did not dare

hold a general election. With
the Passage of time it be-
came crystal clear to our
people that the then
Pakistani rulers were out to
refute all the rights of the
Bangalees including their
culture, tradition, language,
daily way of life, social
thinking and thus deprive
them of their democratic
richt and economic emanci-
pation.

If we take cultural field for
another example, one can
easily remember their atti-
fude towards us. 1961 was
the lirst birth centenary of
Rabindranath Tagore the
Poet most beloved by the
Bangalees. Bul the Pakistan
rulers would not allow us to
celebrate the occasion. The
obstacles, ol course, were
resisted and a simple occa-
sion like this was turned to
a great crisis by the auto-
cratic rulers of Pakistan.
The birth centenary was ob-
served ignoring all impris-
onment, torture and threat.
Bangalees formed the
'‘Srotaar Aashor' (A gather-
ing of the Audience) and
then the ‘'Chhayanat’ (A
musical mode, named after
a famous book of verse
composed by Tagore) Lo
spread the culture of Bangla
from the core ol her hearl.
The first day of Baisakh (The
Bengali calendar month)
became a very popular fes-
tivity throughout the
country. A number of cul-
(ural programmes were per-
formed and so enthusiasti-
cally they were participated
by the enlightened Bangalee
people as il they were strong
blows in the face ol the
Pakistani autocracy. Thus
the cultural programmes
crealed a wide resonance in
the heart of the Bangalees
for their emancipation, and
finally, independence. They
changed the mental horizon

ol the people and amalga-
maled their struggle [or
their right with the culture.

The Bangalees has always
experienced that whenever a
circle inimical to the people
came (o power they
launched their first assault
against the 'Shahid Minar’
(Monument for the martyrs
of the language movement).
Time and again the move-
ment was subject to dam-
age. Finally it was damaged
during the Liberation War
in 1971.

We have also experienced
that all those milestones like
the Language Movement,
Lhe Movement for
Democracy, 6-Point
Movement, l11-Points
Movement, the Shahid
Minar are all crowned into
the same wreath. The pow-
ers that attempted an ethnic
cleaning against our nation
always attacked the Shahid
Minar. Then again the
damaged Minar was rebuill.
Yet the Movement never
destroyed and till now it at-
tracts a huge rally ol people
of all ages and religions. ol
all prolessions and cul

tures—may be the largest
gathering ol people ol the
world around every year.
Not only a formality, but it
also symbolises our quest
for identity of our own. The
more the quest was ob-
structed the more we gained
passionate enthusiasm and
firm determination.

| have always wondered that
since the rate of literacy
here in Bangladesh at that
time was not more than 15-
20 per cent, how and why
then the timid rural million
including the peasants and
factory workers waged the
war against the cultural as-
sault of the Pakistan rulers?
What did the language re-
ally matter to them ? What
was their interest?

At long last | lound oul the
answer. It was a film named
The Train' where the in-
truder German people at-
templed to remove a num-
ber of invaluable pieces ol
painting from occupied
France in an excuse ol sav-
ing those rare collection of

art from the havoc ol the.
war., But the patriot
Frenchman well realised

that they had no alternative
but to recover the paintings

from the German intruders.
They took a great risk and
owing to many a hearl
gripping tactics they suc-
ceeded in their mission. The
guard and the driver of the

(rain had to sacrilice their
lives. But why did they do
so? They had nothing to do
with the paintings. Bul
whatever they did was for
their love—their motherland
and assels ol their nation.
They linally decided that
they would never allow the

foreign intruders to take
away a handlul of the
things of their own. It was

same with our countrymen.
The peasants and workers
came to the aid of Lheir
lichting brothers. They
would rather perish bul
never submit to the evil de-
sign ol the loreign intruders
that betrayed them in 1947
and Lime and again.

That was the reason all
walks of life joined together
the movement [or their lan-
guage, t(hat glorified the
movemen! and turned into
a national one. It bridged
the gap between the classes
and groups. It added a uni-
[ied national feeling, and [i-
nally stepped into the na-
tional war of independence.
This struggle was unani-
mously led by our greal
leader, the Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
Every year the day 21
February remind the new
generations of the great his-
fory we are proud ol.

Translated by: Khandker
Mazharul Karim
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was constituted, The All
Party State Language
Movement Council was re-
constituted with Ataur
Rahman Khan as Its con-
venor, Kamruddin Ahmed
and Syed Abdur Rahim as
joint convenors. According
o a gazelle nolilication of
13 March, the judicial en-
quiry report said, the police
aclion on 21 February was
logical and justified.

About 500 delegates from
all over the couniry at
tended the Council at the
Dhaka Bar Library on 27
April. Among others, Sheikh
Mufibur Rahman took parl
in it as he was released on
27 February from Faridpur

jail. During the elections
after 21st February, the
Jukta Front-headed the

Sher-e-Bangla AK Fazlul
Haq. Mawlana Abdul Hamid
Khan Bhasani and Hossain
Shahid Suhrawardy placed
21-point programme. They
received popular mandate.
As a result, the Mulsim

League, which led
Pakistan movement, won in
only 9 constiluencies
whereas the Juktalfront got
213 seals, Even then, the
conspiracy was continuing
and martial law was pro-
mulgated in 1958, The
movement of 1962 and the
mass upsurge of 1969
based on the 11-point pro-
gramme were the lollow up
ol language movement,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
who was in jail in connec
tion with the so-called
Agartala conspiracy case

the

was released in the face ol

violent upsurge in 1969.
Student leader Tofail
Ahmed announced thal
henceforth, Sheikh Mujib
would be addressed as
Bangabandhu.

Bangabandhu's Party the

Awami League got absolule
majority in the 1970 elec-
tions. Bul he was refused to
form the government. The
Pakistan's military regime
staged the ugliest genocide
of history in East Bengal on
25 March 1971. The war of
liberation began with the
proclamation of indepen-
dence by the Bangabandhu
on 26 March. And finally
with the victory on 16
December 1971, ‘Bangalee’
nation and a language-
based sovereign slate,
People's Republic ol
Bangladesh emerged on the
Earth. -

The history ol language
movement is our glorious
pride, for which a large
number ol Bangalees, both
known and unknown had to
make supreme sacrifice.

The 21st of February,
popularly Kknown as
Ekushey February is

celebrated In Bangladesh
as'a mark ol respect to the
mother tongue Bangla. The
Ekushey February is now a
global affairs, Lthe
International Mother
Language Day.

The Motlher Language
Lovers Association compris-
ing Lwo Bangalee
Canadians Abdus Salam
and Ralique, and 8 other
persons ol different mother
tongues took the initiative to
make the day an interna-
tional one. The United
Nations advised the

Associalion to put forward
the proposal through a
member country. It was the
daughter of Bangabandhu
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina who ordered 1o
place the proposal to the
UN immediately. Education
Minister ASHK Sadeque, Dr
Shadat Hussain, Prof
Saidur Rahman, Prol

NPLE
& -
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Kafiluddin Ahmed, l Hae
Chowdhury, Tozammel Hag
(Tony Haq) and ,;nr, -;,.'.--;-
Maazzem All played thej
due role to implement T.T’” X
order. As a resull, ths
Commission no. 2 g

UNESCO at its 30th Generat
Conference announced th
21 February as In .-,,'
national Mother Lang rlffr

Day.

Welcoming the declumrf &
Prime Minislter Shelﬁh
Hasina in a message on 21{
December, 1999 said,
Bangalee nation will cele.
brate the recognition on 7
December. We'll also care-
fully bring up all the mother
tongues of our country's
ethnic minority groups”®,

The immortal ekushay is a
rare example of turning
griel into strength. The
language movement has

-

‘H-'

taught us that everybuﬂ

has weakness for chcrish
ing his own mother tongue,
Other than English and
Urdu there are many
Languages ol minority
ethnic communities like
Chakma, Marma, Kuki,
Tipra, Bome, Garo, Hazong,
Khasia, Shantal, Manipuri,
Rajbangshi, Rakhain in
Bangladesh. The Prime
Minister's liberal attitude to
the mother tongues of these
small ethnic groups was re-
llected in the statement.

At the UNESCO conference
in Paris, among others the
representative from Pakis-
tan also supported the
proposal ol Bangladesh to
declare International Mother
Language Day on 21
February. Immortal Ekush-
ey is our hard-earned glori-
ous pride.

Translated by:
Mahbubul Alam

The Significance of the International
Mother Language Day
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dies, a part ol humanity
disappears.” In her speech,
the UNESCO Goodwill

Ambassador lor Language
and former President ol
lceland, Madame Vigdis
Finnbogadottir, had termed
languages as "humanity’s
most precious and f[ragile
lreasures.”

The concern aboul the [ast
disappearance of languages
is both genuine and serious.
Why do languages die?
Experts point out that it is
notl a new phenomenon.
Historically, languages have
been born, have [lourished
and died with the societies
that engendered them; since
the beginning of human
civilization, at least 30,000
(some say as many as hall a

million) languages have dis-
appeared, often without
leaving any trace. Experls
fear that a great majority of
the 6000 languages thal are
spoken in the world today
might disappear in the fore-
seeable future. Such an
ominous development, they
point out, will imperil lin-
guistic diversity and thus a
part of human heritage. The
desltruction of native lan-
guages in North and South
America, Australia and
Polynesia clearly highlight
the phenomenon. But what
is new, they say, is the
speed at which languages

are now dying out.

We remember language martyrs

Shaheed Shafiur, Rafiq, Barkat & Jabbar

A | and 3%

Skeplics may ask why. in
this globalised world, we
have Lo protect all mother
languages. Well, a truly
globalised world must be
based on cultural diversity
and linguistic pluralism. We
must develop human re-

sources collectively and not
one at the cost of another.
Languages are the modes of
expression of human cre-
ativity in all its diversity.
Once languages and modes
of expression are lost, it will
be impossible to recover

them. Multiligualism is the
most accurate reflection of
multiculturalism. The de-

struction of the one will in-

evitably lead to the loss of
the other. As has been
noted, cultural diversity
fulfils an "economic neces-

sity and a political need as
crealors need to be allowed
to express themselves.”

Science and technology
have made the world
smaller and the linguistic
divide, which had separated
us in the past, has been
considerably narrowed. We
already have means to
translate [from one lan-
guage to another instantly
and with the passage ol
time. the techniques will be
lurther perleeted. But if we
lose languades, we will
surely lose a part ol the
herilage of mankind.

Experts surmise that no
language can survive unless
100,000 people speak it.
They point out that linguis-
tic heritage is not evenly
distributed and linguistic
diversity does not match
population density. For ex-
ample, fewer than 10,000
people speak hall of the
6000 languages in current
use, and less than a thou-
sand people speak a quar-
ter. In this era of globaliza-
tion, a handful of languages
are dominant, and only
about twenty languages are
spoken by three-quarters of
world population. Thirty-
two per cent of present lan-
guages are spoken in Asia,
30% in Africa, 19% in
Pacilic, 15% in Americas
in Europe.
Although the fligures vary
according to the method of

| counting, reliable estimates
| indicate

that the most
widely spoken languages

are: Chinese (1.2 million
speakers), Engdlish (478 mil-
lion), Hindi (437 million).
Spanish (392 million),
Russian (248 million),
Bangla (230 million), Arabic
(225 million) and French
(200 million). This imbal-
ance leads specialists (o
lorecast that 95 per cent of
all living languages might

die during this century. Ten
languages disapper every
year somewhere in the
world. How can this process
of extinction be halted? How
can this trend be reversed?

The phenomenon is chal;
lenging and daunting, and
it must be [aced lohally

regionaily. sub- regionally
and nationally. The UN and
UNESCO and prominent
academic and research in-
stitutes in developed coun-
tries can play leading role in
this vital area. Among the
regional organizations, EU
is playing an important role
in preserving various
European languages.

Taking a lead Irom EU,
other regional bodies. such

as SAARC. ASEAN. OAU
and OAS. can play an im-
portant role in preserving
languages of their areas. At
the national level each gov-
ernment is committed to
preserving their respective
linguistic and cultural di-
versity.

Belore concluding, lel me
underline that a language
disappears not only because
it is dominated by another
language, but also due to
the fact that its main speak-
ers decide Lo abandon it and
do not pass it on to their
children. No matter how
much Governments and
state apparalus continue in
their elforts to protect the
languages spoken in the
country, in the final analy-

sis the [ate of a language is _' :
determined by its speakers.
During recent years, both
US and Australia have " :
achieved posilive results in
protecting some of their

native landuage. But it has
only due lﬂi_ 4

been |}n-.'-.lhlt
strong support given by the =
speakers ol those lan- -‘_'!:

guages, -’-"‘ o

Our government has dccidl'-'
to establish a Moth
Language Study and
Research Center.
Center will undertake r
search on the languages ,=r? |
the world as well as nf-_'? b
teaching of different lan-
guages in Bangladesh
Similar steps have also L
taken for further enrichs
ment and Mourishing of ¢ ur
mother tongue Bangla ana
ils use at all levels in our
national life. We have saved
our mother langu
through bloodshed;

must foster it now throug
care and commitment, |

us then. on this histe H
day, take a vow to do w i?--‘
ever we can Lo prescm |
languages and llngulst',l
versity. It is a pledge to

posterity that we w;r.
allord to lorgel. o

.'.- ‘.‘l H
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