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In Quest of the Identity

ast year | had an

opportunity of dis-
cussion with the [resh
{rainee ollicers ol the
Foreign Ministry in a ses-
sion organised by my good
friend Mohiuddin Ahmed.
We understand as many as
130 distinguished celebrities

| of the country were invited

to the phases ol the session
to highlight our history and
tradition, art and culture,

¥ democracy and struggles lor

liberation. I chose
‘Liberation and Newspaper

® as my subject of discussion,

that included not only the
time of liberation, but the

f era previous to that, Irom

50's through 1971. 1 dis-
cussed the role played by
the Press that helped devel-
opment of mass conscious-
ness for our liberation.

When we talk liberation, we

¥ must start from the move-

R

» ment for language, which
# was, in fact, the very iden-

tity of ourselves and the
starting mark ol our strug-

t gle for self rule. It is evident

that Pakistan was founded
by the vote of majority
Muslims of Bengal. Only ex-
cepling in Bengal, Muslim
League won in none of the
provinees Pakistan consists
of. They did not win in
Panjab, Sindhu,
Baluchistan or in Frontier,

Rel

evance of the

[nternational Mother Language Day

I nternational Mother
Language Day 1is
being celebrated all over the
world today. The UNESCO
General Conference took a
decision to thal effect on 17
November 1999 when it
unanimously adopted a
draft resolution submitted
by Bangladesh and co-
sponsored and supported by
28 other countries. The cel-
ebration of International
Mother Language Day on
Twenty-First (or Ekushey)
February is a befitting trib-
ute to the martyrs of our
language movement,
Ekushey February, our
Mahan Shaheed Dibash,
has a unique significance in
the history of our country.

_On this day in 1952 mar-
ilyrs had laid down their

lives for our mother lan-
guage—Bangla. This event
IS unprecedented in con-
temporary history. Father
ol the Nation Bangabandhu
Shetkh Mujibur Rahman,
who had played a pivotal
role in our Language
Movement, had always at-
tached special importance
to this glorious chapter of
our nationhood.

As we honour our martyrs
on this day, we take a vow
to preserve and enrich our
language—Bangla, the lan-
guage of more than 200
million inhabitants of the
world. As the ploneer of this
draft resolution,
Bangladesh has committed
hersell not only to protect
her own language but also
1o honour the 6.000 other
Mother languages currently
ken. The proclamation of
the Day by UNESCO con-
fers a sacred responsibility
on us and we should work
collectively to uphold the
greal honour and dignity
bestowed on our national

by the world.
We may ask ourselves why
mother languages should
be preserved. As our
Homourable Prime Minister
Shelkh Hasina has astutely
+ 'We learn to speak

44 "

through our mother
tongue. We express our leel-
ings through languages.
The language 1 understand
the best is my mother lan-
guage.” In other words,
mother language is one ol
the most appropriate means
lo assert one's identity. The
dissemination of mother
languages encourages lin-

Syed Muazzem Ali

guistic diversily and multi-
lingual education, and cre-
ates fuller awareness about
linguistic and cultural
traditions throughout the
world. As history has
shown, linguistic differences
do nol cause wars, intoler»
ance does. In [act, respect
lor each other's language
inspires international soli

darity based on
understanding, tolerance
and dialogue.

The International Mother
Language Day had been

. formally launched on this

day last year by the
UNESCO Director-General
Koichiro Matsuura through
an impressive ceremony al
the Organization's
Headquarters in Paris. The
UN Secrelary General Koli
Annan, in his message on
this historic ocecasion, had
emphasized his beliel that
the observance ol the day
should create greater
awareness about the "dis-
tinct and enduring” value of
languages and the fact thal
language I1s an “essential
component of identity and a
means by which we find our
place in the world.” While
expressing his deep concern
al the danger that many
existing languages might
disappear soon, the UN
Chief had wurged the
international community 1o
“redouble its efforts” (o
protect the languages,
which he termed 1he
"common  heritage of
mankind.”

The UNESCO Director-
General, In his Iinaugural

speech. had called mother
language a "prismi which
determines our [irst notion
of the world and draws the
contours ol eour original
identity,” adding that from
our mother language we
implant the capacity to se-
cure liberty "to the source of
our cultural lineage" and
project ourselves into the
outside world. He had re-
minded the UNESCO mem

ber states that by deciding
to observe the International
Mother Language Day, they
had also committed them-
selves to the [act that lan-

guages "are not only vital
elements in humanity's cul-
tural heritage, but irre-
ducibly express human cre-
ativity in all its diversity."
Mr. Matsuura had empha-
sized that languages "mir-
ror the spirits of the soci

eties in which they were
born” and concluded by
saying,” when a language
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of Ourselves

The question, naturally, was
that why and how the peo-
ple of Bengal got disgusted
with Pakistan they brought
about through their ballot?
[ put the same question be-
fore the trainee officers that,
] am sure, made them
thoughtful.

language was never easy.

Despite the [fact t(hat
Pakistan was lounded on
the basis ol two-nations

theory, on the idea that the
Muslim is a dillerent nation,
the chiel aspiration ol the
Muslim ol Bengal was only
to slage a sell-assertion.

Bazlur Rahman

If we take a time [ilty years
back, in the very initial days
ol Pakistan, Muslim League
had to face a widespread
movement just based on
language question. It
started in 1948 and ended in
1952. The whole question ol

They thought that they
would be able to develop and
establish themselves under
the umbrella of a free state
named Pakistan. But the
dissolution did not take
long. In one fine morning
they lound themselves

nowhere in Pakistan they
found. Mr. Zinnah ap-
pointed Khwaza
Nazimuddin as the Chiel
Minister ol East Bengal the
castern part ol Pakistan,
who did not even speak
Bangla, and thus sub-

tracted the most popular
leaders including Shere-e-
Bangla A.K. Fazlul Huq and
Hossalin Shahid
Suhrawardi, Non-Bengalees
were set to dominate in the
Civil Service as much as in
the army and in trade and
commerce. In East Pakistan
priority and prelerence were
given to Bihari
Immigrants in those sec
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angladesh emerged
as an independent
and sovereign state on the
16th of December, 1971
achieving absolute victory
over the occupied Pakistan
forces. The dream and
aspiration lor [reedom,
which the Bangalee nation
had to cherish for one thou-
sand years became a realily
on Lthat day after the
supreme sacrilice of three
million people. The nation
had to sacrificed a lot not
only to earn the indepen-
dence, but also for estab-
lishing democracy and
dignity of mother tongue,

The country, being a fertile
and prosperous land at-
tracted floreigners, both
[rom the Easl and the Wesl
throughout the ages and
they invaded this beautiful
riverine country land as the
migratory birds from Siberia
come here every winter to

B

have warmth and fooding.
In the mediaeval age, mer-
chant ships of Bangladesh
used to cross the Indian
ocean. The East India
Company occupied this rich
country through a conspir
acy. Those who are ac-
quainted with the colonial

——

the 23rd seession of the All
India Mulsim League in
Allahabad. A proposal was
adopled to make Urdu the
language of whole India at
the 25th session in
Lucknow in 1937. Urdu will
be the state-language of
Pakistan, Choudhury

Asad Chowdhury

exploitation in Indian sub-
continent certainly know
how the Bangalee's crafis-
manship, trade, commerce
and iIndustrial Infrastruc-
ture of this land were de-
stroyed. In this backdrop,
mysticism, fatalism, and a
bondage-free culture de-
veloped which became the
Bangalee's lone sheller
(Maflizuddin Ahmed).

Bangladesh was nol in-
cluded in the proposed in-
dependent state conceived
by Allama Igbal in 1930 af

r

Khalequzzman declared in
his presidential speech on
the 7th of May, long belore
the 14th of August, 1947
when Pakistan became an
independent state. In July,
the Vice Chancellor of
Aligarh University Dr.
Ziauddin Ahmed also gave
his opinion to make Urdu
the state language al
Pakistan. Aflter the inde-
pendence, Pakistan's
lounder and Governor
General Mahammad Ali
Zinnah also repeated the

orious Prade

21sl
Leading

same sentiment on the
ol March., 1948.

intellectual Dr. Muhammad &

Shahidullah and author
Abdul Haq refuted and
protested the statement
strongly in their writings.
Percentage ol people of
various mother tongue in
Pakistan al that time was as
follows: Bangali-54.6%,
Punjabi-27.1%, Pastu-
6.1%, Urdu-5%, Sindhi-
4.8% and English-1.4%,
The student community of
Dhaka irrespective of opin-
ion and beliel strongly
protested the statement of
Governor General and de-
manded to make Bangla,
the mother tongue ol major-
ity people as the state lan
guage ol Pakistan.

Khawaja Nazimuddin
Bangladesh (then East
Pakistan) became the
Prime Minister ol Pakistan
on the 16th of October.
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afler the death of €onvenor of the Council.
Liagquat Ali Khan. He de- Shamsul Hugq,

clared. "Urdu will the state
language

ol Pakistan.

Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, Oli Ahad,
Shawkat Ali and Kazi Golam
Mahbub were arrested on

Efforts to write Bangla in
Urdu alphabets are encour-
aging .

The State
Movement Council was
formed on the 2nd of
March, 1948 at the initia-
tive ol East Pakistan Muslim
Student League, Tamuddun
Majlish and representatives
from student hostel of
Dhaka University. A meet-
ing of the Council was held

on that day with Kamruddin
Ahmed In the chair,

Shamsul Huq was selected

Language

the 11th of March and as a
result it was declared to ob-
serve the day as the state
language day. Gana Azadi
League, Tamuddun Majlish
and Pakistan Democratic
Youth League took many
steps to carry lorward the
language movement. [t may
be mentioned that Tebhaga
movement in North Bengal,
Nankar rebellion in Svylhet,

Tanka rebellion in
Mymensingh were taking
See page 20
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