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FIFPro president
blasted

AFP, London

Gordon Taylor, president ol the

international plavers’ union FlIF-
Pro, on Sunday found himsell
under fire from two of English
football’s leading ligures.

Premier League chiel executive
Richard Scudamore and FA vice:
chairman David Dein are both
furious with Tavlor's stance in the
hitter battle to reform Europe's
transfer svstem.

|';I}'h‘.ll.' is at odds wath both
foothall's world governing body
FIFA and European equivalent
UEFA.

UEFA and FIFA and the Euro-
pean Commission pledged on
Friday to strike an agreement by
March 5 but FIFPro reiterated
their threat to throw the game into
chaos, bringing about the attacks
on Taylor.

FIFPfo's latest proposals for
reforming the transfer system Is
seen by many as a scheme to give
plavers the right to break their
contraclts.

"I'wo months ago Gordon
showed me a paper that had ex-
actly the same proposals as ours,”
Scudamore told the Sunday Tele-
graph.

"But because the plavers are no
longer driving the negotiations he
has altered his posituon,

"Few players in this country
have ever heard of FIFPro and
Gordon has put himsell in a ver

difficult position. It's complelely
hypocritical. '

“Lvery time we seem to have
reached agreement with FIFPro
thev try to go the extra mile.

“It's crass negotiating and they
have been isolated by their own
ridiculous position.

Scudamore has found an ally
in Dein, the Arsenal vice-
chairman.

"I have approached some ol
the senior plavers at Arsenal who
state categorically they have nol
been consulted and they are to-
tallv unaware ol the said
Dein

ISSUCS,

"E1FPro are plaving a danger-
ous game. The way they are going
could administer the kiss ol death
to many of their members.

Zacc’s back to
the wall

APP. Adilan

Alberto Zaccheroni saw his defen-
sive crisis mount Sunday two days
ahead of the match with Paris Si
Germain in the European Cham
pions League that could decide his
fate as AC Milan coach.

A win at the Parc des Princes
on Tuesday would help ease the
pressure on Zaccheroni and put
Milan well on course for the
quarter-finals.

Milan needed an injury-time
goal by defender Luigi Sala to
snatch a 3-3 draw with Bologna al
the San Siro on Saturday night.

But the goalscorer is the only
defender Zaccheroni can definitely
count on for the match with PSG
who drew 1-1 with Milan at the
San Siro Wednesday in a match
many considered the French side
should have won.

Skipper Paolo Maldini picked
up a knock to his left knee and is
an injury doubt while Brazilian
stopper Roque Junior will be sus-
pended as a result of the red card
he earned against PSG for a pro-
fessional foul on Nicolas Anelka.

\lessandro Costacurta is sl
impured while Georgian defender
Kakha Kaladze is ineligible, having
already plaved for Dynamo Kicv ol
the Ukraine.

"At the moment the only
plaver | can count in defence is
Sala,” said Zaccheroni, who ad-
mitted his side were lucky 1o es-
cape with a draw.

Luck seemed to be on Milan's
side in the first half with Ukrainian
goal machine Andriy Shevchenko
scoring twice against the run ol
play and Bologna's Enzo Maresca
having a penalty saved by Chris-
tian Abbiati.

But in the second period two
goals from Giacomo Cipriani and
one for Giuseppe Signori saw Bo-
logna snatch a 3-2 lead belore
Sala’s last-gasp leveller

Better news emerged for Zac-
cheroni in the return of Gennaro
Gattuso to boost an equally injury-
hit midfield but the former Glas-
gow Rangers playver, who ap-
peared as a substitute, did not
seem match fit

"We lost to many balls even
though we had one man more
(than Bologna) in midfield,” said
Z4c, who led Milan to an unex-
pected Scudetto in his first season
in charge (1998-9).

"Obviously we have physical

problems, It does no good to con-

sider this a point won or two

points lost, we must accept what

happened and prepare for the

Champions League.

“Obviously a draw does not
make me happy but | continue (o

have faith in this Milan.”
The [Iralian press

w_nuld mean the end.

matches
over Deportivo while Valencia are
a lurther five points back.

l]‘lt'
“Supel
back

samba

Primera Liga

mF_ootbalL

AEP, Madrid

Barcelona slumped further behind
in the Spanish league title race on
Saturday lollowing a 3-2 home
deleatl reigning champions
Deportivo La Coruna.

The  ever-dependabl
meanwhile ensured Real Madrid's
bandwagon continued 1o roll as he
hit the only goal in a 1-0 succes al

I‘_x

Raul

the Bernabeu stadium  against
tailenders Santander
Valencia scored a 2-0 win n

the late match at Las Palmas to
move above Barcelona into third
spot with goals Irom Juan Sanchez
and new Argenune starlet Pablito
Aimar,
Real, with 51 points Irom 23

have a lour-point lead

Barcelona are 11 points behind

Real and their title hopes seem (o
have laded altogether for this sea
son as thev continue to trail way
behind their bitter rivals having
already llopped in the Champions
l.eague which Real are looking to
retain this season

Djalminha opened
SIX. minutes lfor
Depor”® but Barca roared

level through anothes
Rivaldo, who netted

Brazilhian
SCOI ll‘l:_: on
10

Sidar,

from the spot for the Catalan club
eight minutes later.

Luis Enrique then put Barca m
front in the 34th minute but they
then failed to press home thei

first half supernority and two late

goals from Victor handed Depor-
tivo a victory which had looked sel

| STANDINGS Ree’

AFP, Madrid

PHOTO AFP

Barcelona’s veteran defender Josep Guardiola (R ) under pressure from Deportivo La Coruna’s Brazilians Emer-
son Moises and Donato during their Primera Liga clash at Barcelona on February 17,

Barca stoop to champs

to elude them.

Rivaldo earlier told Brazilian
media he was looking forward to
helping his country win the 2002
World Cup, though he confirmed
he would not be available Tor the
March 3 Irniendly against the
United States.

Hp,un\l] Ig-d;,;uq; L!,I':h' alter "‘nlltlltill‘}. i.:‘llnr'\ l']'l-.‘._u'd won, l.|l11'h."n.'ﬂ. !thl.

goals lor, against, points):

Real Madnd 23 16
Deportivo La Coruna 23 14
Valencia 23 12
Barcelona 23 12
Villarreal 22 10
Real Mallorca 22 9
Ravo Vallecano 22 8
[.as Palmas 23 9
Espanyol 22 9
Alaves 22 9
Athletic Bitbao 22 g
Valladolid 22 6
Malaga 22 8
Jaragoza 22 6
Celta Vigo 22 {
Owviedo 22 3
Numancia oL 5
Real Sociedad 22 9
Osasuna 22 }
Racing Santander 23 4

! 4 52 25 H1
) 4 45 24 47
(y § 36 1 D 42
| { 18 44 1)
5 7 29 23 35
8 By 29 5
B b 11 36 32
y 10 24 39 31
3 10 29 25 30
: 1() 3 2 §()
6 0 30 3 30
1] 5 25 25 29
' 10 33 34 28
Y { 30 JU 27
6 9 26 32 27
| ] 27 37 27

5 12 20 36 20)
f 12 2 46 18
8 11 22 35 17
5 14 26 40 17

Sunday
morning considered that Sala's
goal had saved Zaccheroni's job
but insisted that a poor result
against PSG al the Parc des Princes

i But they remain
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PHOTO. AFP

An anxious moment in the Hamburg D during their Bundesliga fixture against Borussia Dortmund at Hamburg

on February 17.

Bundesliga

Tumbling top three

If;] Football

AFP, Berlin

Germany's top three sides all lost
on Saturday to leave reigning
champions Bayern Munich
slightly less sheepish than their
immediate rivals as the Bavarians
emerged with their two-point lead
intact.

Bayern's loss was near neigh-
bours Unterhaching's gain, as the
latter's 1-0 win achieved through a
57th-minute Miroslaw Spizak goal
lifted Unterhaching out of the
bottom three.

Spizak profited from a monu-
mental crror from delender Jens
Jeremies to net the only goal of the

game and spirk deliviom among
Unterhaching's fans in the 16,000
scllout crowd at the Hachinger
Sportpark.

Bayern, missing  suspended
midfield general Stefan Effenberg,
thus suffered their sixth league
doefeat of the season.
in command

with 42 points from 22 games alter
second-placed Schalke 04 went
down 2-1 at Werder Bremen and
third-placed Bayer Leverkusen lost
by the same margin at Hansa
Rostock

Bavern coach Ottmar
could only reflect on
chances.,

"We had the chanees to win it
but when vou underperform you
don’t win. And we didn't deserve
to win,” was his curt assessment,

Werder Bremen thanked Peru
vian star Claudio Pizzaro for a
spectacular openci againsi
Schalke and Fabian Frnst scored
oll a dellected Treekick on 27 min
utes belore a 34,00 crowd at the
Weserstadion belore league top
scorer Lbbe Sand scored a GGLh-
minute  consolation  following
good work by Andi Moller.

In completing the double over
Leverkusen, eastern German side
Rostock provisionally moved oul
of the bottom five ahead ol former
European champions SV Ilam-
burg, who face fourth-placed
Borussia Dorunund in the night

Hiutzleld
missed

match:

A win would move Dortmund
level on points with Schalke and
Leverkusen.,

Leverkusen  squandered  the
lead given them midway through
the first half by veteran striker Ull
Kirsten's ninth goal ol the season
as Victor Agali promptly levelled
and then Stelfen Baumgart headed
a 56th-minute winner to boost
Rostock's hitherto miserable
liome record.

The hosts had to play oul the
final live minutes wilth (en men
after Kai Oswald was sent ofl {or
dissent.

Freiburg are meanwhile mak-
ing an unlikely run for a European
spot alter a 2-0 win at Energic
Cottbus achieved with a double
from Frenchman Regis Dorn,
leaving Volker Finke's side un-
beaten in ten outings.

Cottbus's fifth home reverse
sees them back in the drop zone.

sunday sees midiable Cologne
host Kaiserslautern. who need to

make up a six-point gap on the Lop
three,

French First Division
Super-sub
Bakayoko

AEP, Paris

s — ————

Former  bverton {lop  [hrahima
Bakavoko was celevated to hero
status by Marseille [ans Saturday
after caoming ofl the beneh to seore
the only goal of the game at the
Stade Velodrome over bitter rivals
Paris Saint Germain,

Struggling  Tormer  European
champions MNarseille  left  Ba-
kKayoko on the beneh to start with,
leaving the burden for goals on the
broad shoulders of another ex-
Parisien, lormer world player of
the vear Geprge Weah,

I

And it was Weah s through ball

to Bakayoko which produced the
goal that handed Marseille three
precious points (o boost their fight
against the drop, though they
remain in the bottom five, a point
behind PSG.

PSG  coach Luis Fernandez
clected to leave Nicolas Anelka on
the bench and deploy Brazilian
striker Christian as a lone target
man, only bringing Anelka on
when it was lar too late,

The match looked 10 be head-
ing for stalemate until Weah pro-
duced a moment of inspiration,

Running into what seemed a

_cul-de-sac in the inside left chan-

nel he flipped a perlect through
ball into Bakayoko, who poked the
ball past PSG goalkeeper Lionel
Letizi to spark pandemonium on
the tarraces.

PSG's 12th league defeal not

only leaves them just six points
outside the drop zone but fuly 10
points away from a European
place, despite a 70-million-dollar
outlay on new players last sum-
mer. .
[hey have won just twice in
Marscille in 25 vears and nolt since
| 44

\nd with reigning champions
Maonaco beating Bastia 2-1 in the

prncipality PSG now slide below
the Monegasques into 12th spot.

Lillec meanwhile mamtained
their unlikely bid lor the ttle by
winning 1-0 at Guingamp (o stay a
point clear ol Sedan, 2-0 winners
al St Euenne o

Lille, for whom Dagui Bakari
was on target alter 38 minutes,

have 47 points from 27 games (o
16 [or Sedan and 44 [or Nantes,
who host tailenders Strasbourg on
Sunday:.

Nantes can go joint top should
they win that one.

Sedan thanked second half el-
forts from Moussa N'Diave and
Philippe Celdran for their win at
iroubled Saint Etienne, who are
floundering alter their loss ol six
lcague points over the passports
scandal.

Les Verts”, ten times French
champions, are second bouom
with three points to make up on
[oulouse, e

Lyon lost ground in the ttle
race after they could only manage

a 1-1 draw at Toulouse, Viclor
Bonilla of Colombia blasting

home his 14th goal of the season
after Lyon's Brazilian star Sonny
Anderson had netted his 13th six
minutes belore the break with a
low drive.

Lyon keeper Gregory Coupet
saved his side several times while
Bonilla hit the bar in the first hall
having got past Lvon's Brazilian
defender Jose Edmilson.

I'he tide turned Toulouse's way
when Edmilson was red-carded
for a second foul on Bonilla mid-
way through the second hall.

Christophe Delmotte did volley
apainst the woodwork for Lvon
but Toulouse were delermined to
claim at least a point and did so
when Bonilla cracked in a sizzling
effort on 84 minutes (o become
league top scorer,

FA Cup

PHUTD AFP
Dean Sturridge(L) of Leicester City shielding the ball from Bristol City’s Matthew Hill during their FA Cup fifth
round tie al Filbert Street on January 17.

>

Spurs make Graham proud

fn Football

ﬁlrp. ondon

[ottenham manager George Gra-
ham heaped praise on his voung-
sters  Saturday after the north
London club booked their place in
the English FA Cup quarter-finals
with a 4-0 win over First Division
Stockport,

Ledlev King, 20 gave the home
side an early lead belore 21-year-
old Simon Davies scored his hrst
goal for Tottenham since joining
from Second Division Peterbor-
ough.

‘Mike Flynn turned a cross into
his own net a minute before the
interval and a second half strike by
Davies completed a comlfortable
victory at White Hart Lanc.

"There are still aspects of the
game that Davies has to learn but
when he breaks from midhield he
will nearly always hit the target,”
sald Graham.

I'he Spurs boss was also im-
pressed by King and another
home grown talent Luke Young. |
thought they were both out-
standing,” he said.

Graham was also happy that
his side put on an attacking dis-
play after being heavily criticised
for their defensive approach to
recent Premiership matches.

"Of course the result is pleas-
ing but there were a lot of good
things in our performance as
well,” he said.

"We have laid a base defen-
sively over the last few weeks and
now we are starting to work in

midfield and attack. Hopefully we
will get a bit of praise from people
now.

Ironically, Welsh international
Davies was only on the field be-
cause Owvind lLeonhardsen was
forced off alicr 15 minutes fol-
lowing a crunching challenge from
Flynn

| hat s lootball,” said Graham.
Somebaody gels an opportunin
and the young boy seized his 1o-
day. You dream ol these things
and that's why it's a game that we
love,”

West Ham booked their place
in the quarter-finals after heating
Premicrship rivals Sunderland 1-0
al the Stadium of Light.

IFrench  striker  Frederic Ka-
noule scored the only goal of the
game J4 mmutes lrom time |o
take Harry  Redknapp's' ‘mén
through 1o the last eight afier the
visitors had dominated a tight fifth
round encounter.

But West Ham's veteran de-
fender Stuart Pearce played down
his side’s chances of going further
in the competition.

"Our name is in the hat. Let's
just leave it at that,” said the 38-
vear-old former England interna-
tional. "We had a very tough game
today and the whole competition
has been Lough for us.”

Premiership Leicester beal
Scecond Division Bristol City 3-0 to
reach the quarter-finals for the
first time in 19 years.

Second Division Wycombe, the
lowliest side left in the compeli-
tion, came back from being 2-0
down at half time to earn a replay

in a thrlling 2-2
PPark.

Wycombe manager Lawrie
Sanchez was responsible for the
most lamous moment in Wimnble-
don history when he headed the
winner against Liverpool in the
1988 A Cup Final.

Wimbledon boss Terrv Burion
collared his old friend Sanchez
alter the game and wild him: “You
lucky so-and-so.”

lancashire rivals Bolion and
Blackburn drew 1-1 in the all First
Division clash ar the Reebok Sta-
dium,

Tranmere, who knocked out
Premiership strugglers Everton in
the last round, put their league
form behind them with a battling
performance in a 0-0 draw agains!
Premiership outfit Southampion
atThe Dell. - '

Arsenal take on éub holders
Chelsea at Highbury on Sunday
without captain Tony Adams and
England midficlder Ray Parlour
who are both serving suspensions.

Arsene Wenger's men are des-
perately (rying to get Adams’ long-
time England partner Martin Ke-
own fit. Keown has been out with
knee trouble for the past month.

But Wenger may have to settle
in the end for a central defence
partiiership of Gilles Grimandi,
who deputised for Keown in the 1-
0 Champions League win in Lyon
on Tuesday, and Latvian Igors
Stepanovs.

Manchester City will be hoping
Steve Howey can soldier on de-
spite a hairline fracture on his toe
1o plav against Liverpool in Sun-
day’s lifth round tie at Anfield.

draw at Adams

Serie A

Sala to
K E Football

A; I: l), Romre

A last-gasp goal from Luigi Sala
saved a point for AC Milan on
Saturday in the Serie A in a thrill-
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Ferdinand Coly (R ) of Lens locked in an aerial tussle with Julien Escude
| of Rennes during their French First Division game on February 17.

PHOTO AFP

Agostino
with a double strike of his own on

Milan’s

ing 3-3 draw with Bologna at the
San Siro.

The result left the Milanese in
joint hilth with Udinese, who ear-
licr beat Verona 2-1 with Stelano
Ilore and Christian Emanuel Diaz
un Larget either side of half time.

Massimo Oddo scored a late
penalty lTor the visitors.

Milan had only themselves 1o
blame for slack defending as they
squandered a two-goal lead girvh
them with a brace of first half
poals Andiny Shevehenkao, the first

d nghit oot shot lcom the edge ol
the box, the second a smart hinish
lrom an hrahim Ba cross.

leenage  stnkes
Cipriani  reciprocated

lHologna's

50 and 75 minutes and then lor-

STANDINGS |

J‘\FP. Alileni

rescuc

mer internativnal forward Beppo
Signon tumed the march on s
head with a third goal for Bologna
in the 81st minute.

Stung into a furioys linale Mi-
lan, held at home in the Champi-
ons Leaguce o midweek by Paris
Saint Germain, made their late
prossure tell as Sala brought Ad-
bherto Zaccheronm’'s men level in
INjuUry Lime.

i could have been worse as
Milun  keeper Chnstian Abbati
~nwed an Enzo Maresca penalty
just belore hall nme

Leaders Roma will attempt to
put their UEFA Cup lop against
wverpool behind them on Sunday
with a home win over Lecce. while
second-placed Juventus travel to
rock-bottom Bari.

[talian league table after matches plaved Saturday (playved. won.
drawn, lost, goals lor, against, points):

AS Roma 18 14
Juventus 18 10
| azio 14 10
Valanta 18 iy
Ldinese 1Y 9
\C Milan 19 7
Perugia 18 7
Parma 18 <
Florentina 18 b
Inter Milan 18 6
Bologna 19 7
lecce 18 5
Brescia 18 E |
\Vicenza 18 5
\vrona 19 4
Napoli 18 4
Hegpina 14 4
Bari 18 3

3 2 15 14 .. 42
B 2 32 ¥ 1580
¢ 4 34 2() 34
4 q 22 15 30
| 9 33 31 28
7 5 30 29 28
5 6 25 22 26
5 6 2 18 26
i D 30 25 25
7 5 21 20 25
4 3 23 24 25
i 6 2J 29 22
8 G 22 23 20
4 9 19 2Y) 19
b 9 22 33 18
5 9 20) 30 17
2 2 13 31 14
J 2 16 31 12
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