Did U Know?

Legendary Sunil Gavashar was a complete
openng batsman. He combmed a rock
solid defence with an ability to dispatch the
bad ball for four. For a large part of his 17-
year intemational career, he seemed to
stand between India and defeal. He was
also an outstanding siip fielder. But many
of us fail to acknowledge liitle master Sunil
Gavaskar as a bowler. He has one wickels
in one-dayers and one in Test malch, and
incidentally it is the same batsman and it 1S
none other than Pakistan's big scoring
Zaheer Abbas!

What to

ESPN

New Zealand vs Pakistan
Second ong-day international
Live at 6.55 am (Tuesday)
UEFA Champions' League
2 pm (1 hr weekly highlights)

Star Sports
Primera Liga
830 am (Replay)
12.30 pm Futbol Mundial

Md Azharuddin,

(Former Indian cricket caplaim)
Iiere is no mransparency 1o the
probe conducted by the investi-
galing authorities.
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Under-17 Asia Cup

Bangladesh v Kuwait

(Venue: BESP-2)

India v Oman

(Venue: BESP-1)

Nepal v Singapore

(Venue: Jahangirmagar University)
UAE v Malaysia

(Venue: Jagannath Hall)

COMPUTERS

NSC chess room yesterday.

SroORTS Rironrrin

All eyes will be fixed on Interna-
tional Master Ziaur Rahman when
the fifth United Insurance Grand
Masters Chess Tournament begins
at the Conference Room of the
National Sports Council today.

Zia, who won his second GM
norm in the just concluded Good-
ricke International Open Chess
Tournament in Calcutta, would
require nine and a half points
from the biennial event to become
the second GM of the country after
Niaz Murshed.

Butl o achieve the lIIIiL|lH' feal
the 25 avear-old will have in over-
come as many as seven Grand
Masters, five International Masters
and a Fide Master in the 13-round
Swiss League meet. This is a cate-
gory 9 tournament with an average
rating of 2472.

Spotlight on Zia

' ':; Chess

The highest rated player in the
meet is Estonian GM Jhan Elhvest
(26.348).

[he tournament offers a cash
award of 5,000 USD for the win:
ners.

This for the first time the
rournament will be available on
the Intemet at www.bdclorg®,
said general secretary of Bangla-
desh Chess Federation (BCF) Syed
Sujauddin Ahmed at a press
briefing vesterday.

The BCF general secretary also
disclosed that many Grand Mas-
ters had shown their interest (o
take part in the meet but they
could accommodate only seven
due constraints,

I'he briefing was also attended
by BCE vice-president Dr. AR
Khan and Rafigul Islam, the gen-
eral manager ol the sponsors
United Insurance company.

Matches will starts at 2
cvervday

!Hpm

PHOTO: STAR

Participants watch the draw for the Fifth United Insurance Grand Masters’ Chess Tournament take place at the

The participants are—GM
Jhan LElhvest (Estonia) Raung-
2638, GM Alexander Volzhin (Rus
sia) Rating-2539, GM Miezis Noi
munds (Latvia) Rating-2532, GM
lgor Rausis (Latvia) Rating-2525,
GM  Alexei Barsov (Uzbekistan)
Rating- 2500, GM Nigel Dewvies
(England) Rating-2464, GM Niaz
Murshed (Bangladesh) Rating-
2457, IM Vakhidov Tahir (Uzbeki-
stan) Rating- 2482, IM Reelat Bin
Sattar (Bangladesh) Rating-2458,
IM GB Prakash (India) Rating-
2453, IM Ziaur Rahman (Bangla-
desh) Rating-2447, IM Sandipan
Chanda (India) Rating-2431, IM
Abdullah Al Rakib (Bangladesh)
Rating-2359 and FM Enamul Hos-
sain Rajib (Bangladesh) Rating-
2323.

Fixture on the opening day:
Reefat vs Rakib, Zia vs Rajib, Pra-
kash vs Meizis, Barsov vs Niaz,
Volzhin vs Nigel, Sandipan vs Ta
i

Shoaib

Ii j}l Cricket
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Pakistan speedster Shoaib Akhtar
was only on the field 20 minutes
before he started tearing aparl
New Zealand in the first of five one
cricket internationals here
Sundav.

Akhtar took the last live New
Zealand wickets in the space of 1]
balls to end with five for 19 and
help his side 1o a six-wicket win
here at Eden Park. playing on a
very dead wicket.

Having been sent into bat, New
Zealand were bowled out lor 149
in 35.3 overs and Pakistan reached
their target with five overs to
spare.

It was Akhtar's first game for
Pakistan in 10 months.

Alter claiming Jacob Oram as
his first wicket, he took the last
four scalps in the space of six balls
as the home side plummeted from
142 for hive.

It was his best one-day inter-
national return, beating his pre-
vious best of four for 37. He
bowled at speeds of consistently
better than 140kmh, with a fastest
ball of 147kmh.

After an ordinary first spell ol
none for 15 off four overs, he took
five for four off his next 2.3 overs.

He bowled Oram, Lou Vincent,
Daniel Vettori and James Franklin
before ending the innings when he
trapped Daryl Tuffey leg before
wicket first ball.

Akhtar, 25, wamed afterwards
he was bowling within himself and
was yelt (o release the brakes.

"I was a bit scared, | didn't
want to go all out. My senior team-
mates just told me to take it casy
in my first game.” Akhtar said.

I wasn't near full pace (oday.
It was just my third game alter a
long break so Ldidn't go all out.”

New Zealand Laked o batting
anchor in their innmings. The top
three Tell inside the first seven
OVETS.

Adam Parore chopped the firsl
ball of the match from Wasim
Akram on to his stumps, while
Nathan Astle and Roger Twose [ell
(o edges ofl swinging deliveries to
make it 26 for three.

There were just two partner-
ships of substance in the innings,
52 lor the fourth wickel belween
captain Stephen Fleming and
Craig McMillan and 53 for the
sixth between Oram and Vincent.

McMillan top-scored with 35
ofl 44 balls, including six fours, bui
he went for a suicidal second run
and was comfortably run out by an

day

| Abdur Razzaq throw.

Vincent batted well for 31 and
with Oram he had the run rate at a

healthy five an over before Akhtar
l weaved his magic.
: New Zealand bowled and

storm hits NZ

ficlded well despite their meagre
total. with spinner Vettori superb
in taking two for 21 off 10 overs
Pakistan took their time in the
run chase, losing debutant Imran
Farhat early on before Saeed An-
war and the promoted Razzaq had
a 62-run stand for the second
wicket. _
Anwar got within two runs ol
his 35th one-day 50 before Vettori
turned a ball through his defences.
Then after Vettori removed
Razzaq with the total at 85, umpire

Brent Bowden tumed down o
huge leg before  wickoet shoul
AginsL s TI1IY] 1[‘,',| N oW

Zealand cap am Swephen Flening
admitted the toss was crucial, with
his team being sent in on a vari-
able, damp pitch.

"I don't think il was a greal
one-day wicket, it was more the
traditional E len Park wickel we've
plaved on in the past. It was tough
going,” Flem ng said.

"We had o push on. Fiftv or 60
runs more and it would have been
interesting.”

Pakistan captain Moin Khan
said his tean® were eager to sct the
mood lor the tour. In a class line-

A

up he could alford 1o omit leg-
spinner Mus itag Ahmed and pace
bowler Azhar Mahmood

"It was a perfect combination,
the best one day combination we
have,” Moin «ind

Wi alming to get them
out for under 200, The conditions
were good for the bowlers early on
and thev oo Tull advantage ol il

['he second match is in Napiel
on Tuesday.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboa“d ol the [irst one-day
internationa!  between Pakistan
and New Zedand in Auckland on
Sunday

NEW ZEALAND:

Parore b Akram ()

WOerd

Astle ¢ Maoin b Waqar 20
Fleming b Saqglain 18
I'wose ¢ Alnich b Akram (0
McMillan run oult )
Oram b Akht n 16
Vincent b Akhtar il
Harris not out "
Vettori b Ak tan ()
Franklin b Al htar 0
Tullev Ibw b Akhtar 0
Ixtras: (1b-15, w-10, nb-1) 24
['otal (Al our in 35.3 overs) 149

SEE PAGE 15

PHOTO: AFP
Pakistani speed demon Shoaib Akhtar exults after claiming another New
Zealand wicket in the first one-day International In Auckland yesterday.
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Bangladesh
play Mongolia
today

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh will be seeking some
solace when they take on Mongo-
lia in their last qualifying match of
the 2002 World Cup at the Fahad
Bin Abdul Aziz Stadium in Dam-
mam today. The match will kick
off at 9.30 pm (BST)

Tormented by hosts Saudi Ara-
bia on Saturday, where Bangla-
desh conceded half a dozen goals
without any reply, the boys of
George Kottan would be looking
for a win to make sure that they
avoid the ignominy of finishing
last among the four participating
teams in Group 10,

Bangladesh scored a 3-0 win
apainst Mongolia in their first leg
match on February 12, That was
their only victory in an otherwise
inspiring first “leg, where Bangla-
desh hold Vietnam 1o a poalless
draw and sullered a 3-0 defeat
against the hosts,

But the return leg saw a rever-
sal of fortune for Bangladesh, who
swallowed as many as ten goals in
thewr lirst two games including a 4-
() defeat against Vietnam.,

Schools cricket

BKSP in
final

SPORTS RIEPORTER

Bangladesh Krira Shikkha Protis
than (BKSP) stormed into the
Dhaka Zonal final ol Standard
Chartered Grnindlays Bank 19th
School  Cricket  Championship
with a seven-wicket win over New
Muaodel High School in the second
semilinal at the Utara Police
Lines ground yesterday.

In a low-scoring alfair, BKSP,
chasing a modest New Model total
ol 130 all out in 27.5 overs, raced
1o 131 lor three wickets in 22.4
overs. Opener Nacem led the team
lrom the countrys lone Ssports
institute with a swashbuckling 59
oll 56 balls that included thirteen
boundaries

RSP will take on Scholastica
in the linal tomorrow. Scholastica
advanced into the final deleating
Green Herald by eight runs in the
first semilinal on Saturday

[t may be mentioned here thal
all the lfour semifinalists had ear-
lier conlirmed their berth in the
final round.

BRIEI' SCORE

BASP vs New Model High School
New Model School 130 all oul

yovers (Ashikul 37, Extras 42;

2146, Nazmul 2/26, Nadil

i 25
Asil
2/14)
BKRSP 131 for 3 wickets in 224
overs (Nacem 59, Dhiman 22 not
ity Rarthan 2/73)
Result: BKSP? won by 7 wickets

INDIA-M'SIA

SCOREBOARD

Scorcboard of the U-17 Asia
Cup match hetween India and
Malavsia at the number 1wo
ground in BKSP vesterday:

MALAYSIA
Zakaria ¢ & b Gaurav 20)
Ramly b Devendra 5
Abdul Aziz ¢ Patel b Gaurav 22
Vigneswaran st Patel b Mishra 43
Zabri ¢ Shankara b Rathod g
\lagaratnam st Patel b Rathod 2
Kathiravelu ¢ & b Mishra 14
Sambo not oul 7
Bakhrunnuddin b Rathod ()
Abdul Rahim run out 2
Patmanathan Ibw b Mishra ()
Extras: (b<4, Ib-6,w-8.,nb-5) 23
lotal: (all out in 44.5 overs) 143

Fall of wickels: 1-15, 2-47, 3-77,
1-85, 5-102, -120, 7-138, 8-139, 9-
143

Bowler O M R W
Devendra 5 (0 25 |
Binny 0 | 1 2 0
B Mohanty 5 () g ()
Grourav 9 0 25 2
Shankara 8 I 27 N
Rathod i 0 21 3
Mishra 1) 2 I 4 3
INDIA
Dhawan nol oul (4
Gourav b Vigneswaran 0
Varma ¢ Kathiravelu b Abdul Aziz 19
Binny ¢ Kathiravelu b Alagaratnam 2%
Mishra not out 19

Extras: (Ib-1,w-9, nb-1) 1)
Fotal: ( for 3 wkis in 23.3 overs) 147
IFall ol wickets: 1-16, 2-64, 3-

110,

Bowler OSERE-SR W
Vigneswaran R ) N b |
Sambo 4 0 18 0
Patmanathan 3 0 26 0
Abdul Aziz 3 I v |
Abdul Rahim 5 1 24 0
Alagaratnam 2 D a3) |
Ramly 2.3 0 16 0

.
Result: India won by seven

wickets,

Man-ol-the-maitch: Shikar

Dhawan (India).
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An unbeaten century by opener
\VV Thomas propelled United Arab
Emirates o a seven-wicketr win
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against Oman in their Group A
match in the GrameenPhone Un-
der-17 Asia Cup at the number
one ground of BKSP yvesterday.
[lomas was not out on 101 ofl
109 balls as UAE, chasing a com-
manding Oman total of 230 in 45

STAR

A smiling UAE opening batsman VV Thomas poses after scoring 101
against Oman in the GrameenPhone U-17 Asia Cup yesterday.

GROUP A

eam M W
St Lanka )

India 2 .
LA } '.
Oman Vs 0
Malaysia 2 ()

GROUP B

Pakistan 5
Bangladesh 2 .
Nepal ) ]
SINEAPOrs Vs '
Nuwail L

L lie Points
i) () |
() {) l
Vs ) Z
Z () ()
. {) i)

Thomas' ton lifts UAE

overs, reached 231 in 39.2 overs
with seven wickels Lo spare.

Ihe UALE opener struck a
dozen fours.

Middle-order batsman Imran
Butt chipped in with 57 off 47 balls
with 1wo sixes and four bounda-
rics.

[he pair put on 113 runs for
the unbroken lourth wicket.

Oman’s total was built around
a superb 73-ball 87 from one

down Adnan. Middle-order
Shameel (43) and Hashmi (21)
were the other notable run-
Betlers.,

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the Grameen-

phone Under-17 Asia Cup match
between UAL and Oman at the
number one ground in BKSP yes-
terday:

OMAN
Jackson ¢ Imran b Rehman 3
Pranav b Carlo 0
Adnan b Feroz 87
Rustam ¢ Hussain b Carlo 2
Shameel b Feroz 43
Hashmib Thomas 21

Yash c & b Thomas 0
Omar ¢ Thomas b Khalid 14
Mohammad ¢ Mohsin b Wasim 8
Deshi not out 3
Extras: (b-2, Ib-6, nb-4, w-30) 42
Total: (All out in 4.3 overs) 230

Fall of wickets: 1/2, 2/15, 3/4,
4/132, 5/181, 6/185, 77190, B/210,
91220

Bowler O M R %Y
Carlo b 0 28 2
Rehman 2 0 21 ]
Khalid 8 ] 39 ]
Imran Burlt | 0 12 0
Imran Khan 3 0 20) 0
Feroz Y 0 48 2
'homas 9 0 18 y.
Wasim 63 2 1b 2

UAI

Hussain run oul 10
"homas not oul 10}
Odece! run oul 21
(arlo ¢ Hashmi b Yash 2]
Lxtrds . nl 20
i ! M 2 overs) 231
-all ol wkets: 1720, 2186
3/ 118
Bowler O M R W
Rustam 7 . 37 D
Adnan 8 I 35 0
Shameel 4 U 29 {
Jackson 2 018 0
Yash 9 0 34 l
Flashmi .2 0 34 0
Result: UAE won by seven
wickets.

Man-of-the-match: VW Tho-

mas (UAE).

READERS'ZONE " | | |

Response to BCB’s view

Do you have any observation regarding sports and iis management i Bangladesii? Do you feel

certain issues need to be addressed before time runs outs
questions, critical views and thoughtful suggestions not in excess of 400 words. Ler

huzz at vourcorner. the READERS ZONE.

In reply to my letter published in
the Readers” Zone on February 16,
BB (Bangladesh Cricket Board)
has given its view through its gen-
eral secretary the very next day.
The content of it was expected
But what surprised me most is that
it was Sved Ashraful Haque who,
despite being an educated person,
renowned organiser and having an
excellent family background, tnegl
to delend a controversial decision
ol his Board

| do naol
could be so sure ol the actual age

understand how he

and Mo-
xcept for Sri

of Mohammad Shanl
hammad Ashralul
[ anka. no other countries in South
\sia have a recognised syvstem (O
maintain proper birth record
Does always a birth or academi
certificate reflect the actual age ol
one in our country? I do not kKnow
what method the BCB uses (O
determine the age of a player. bul,
| think, the age of Mohammad
Sharif can easily be ascertained
from his childhood playmates in
Narayangong. It is also applicabli
in case of Ashraful.

Indlan left-handed opener Shikar

STAR PHOTO: ANISUR RANMAN

Dhawan gets into awkward position

while attempting to pull during his match-winning knock of 64 against

Malaysia atthe BKSP yesterday.

Then, hurry up and send s your burning

vour thought
’ k,l'”_}r[h Editor

When 45 playvers had been
called up for preliminary camp,
the 'Sangbad’, a Bengali daily,

mentioned that eight of them were
over-aged. Names ol the
mentioned were also in the list bul
the Board forgot to protest then.
Vvhen mv letter was published In
the ' circulated English
newspaper in Bangladesh the
Board probably felt embarrassed
in presence of all the foreign
teams. — Shamsur Rahman, Elc-
phant Road, Dhaka

W
| fully endorse the view of Sham-
wur Rahman. It is surprising that
alter so much effort by the Board
and practice under loreign
coaches we could not see new
talents fill in the final squad for the
tournament .

[t however appears (o me that a
few players of other participating
tcams are well over-aged. But it
does not necessarily mean that the
BCB would have to do the same. --
Md. Sakeb. Dhanmondi, Dhaka-
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Rajshahi cricket

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Rajshwl

e —— ———

Baikali Sangha recofded a five-
wicket victory over Bright Star
Club in a match of the Rajshahi
Premier Division Cricket League al
the local district stadium vester-

dav.

Winning the toss. Bright Star
batted hirst and collected 175 runs
for all in 36 overs. ;

In  replv,  Baikali  Sangha
reached the target ol 176 runs for

live in 38.4 overs.

Siraj Memorial Cricket
Al-Rashid Cricket Club (A) de-

feated Jatir Janak Smrin Club by ‘M
runs in the third AB Bank Siraj
Memorial Cricket tourmament at
the Rajshahi Medical College play-
ground vesterday,

Al-Rashid batted first and were

bowled out for 198 in 34.4 overs.

In veply, Jatir Janak were shot

aul for 104 in 25.4 overs. .




