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2002 WC qualifiers
BD-Vietnam
match today

Srorts REPORTER

Bangladesh will take on Vietnam
in their return leg opener of the
Group Ten 2002 World Cup quali-
fiers at the Mohammad Fahad Bin
Abdul Aziz Stadium in  Rivadh
today.

I'he mateh will kick off at 11.30
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The Indian captain, had hoped 10
get some rest belore the
against Australia

However, he got everything,
except probably rest during the
last one month that he had been

SIS

e - ———

Dell Latitude

HIGH PERFORMANCE
DEPENDABLE NOTE
BOOK

SYSC @M

Tet M124017, 91
Fax 880281
E-mad ' wywcom @ Dokonline com

dillerent [rom that of 1998,

A: Yes, this time Steve Waugh is
coming with a tremendous side.
All their cricketers are in very good
nick. But even then, | cannot say
that they are the favourites 1o win
the series. We have a difficult job
on our hands. At the same tme,
they will also be worned abuout us.

e —— ———

Saurav fully focused

Lven if it is on your own soil. In
1998, we had managed to win the
serics as the batsmen were [antas-
tic. If the side had not batted well,
we would not have been able to
derive the "home™ advantage.

: Anil Kumble's absence musi
be a very worryving thought?

A Kumble is a match-winner.
He is an asset to any caplain. So

was in the news on \uguﬂ 4, pim (BS1). Hoslts Saudi Arabia will in his hometown, Other than ap his absonee will na doubt be a big
1964, when take on Mongolia in first matcly | pointments for interviews, Gan loss 1o the team. However, 1 am
the tourists  met  English starting at 9.30 pm. guly was busy with his sponsors, not one 1o behese that we cannot

county club Glamorgan. The um- | | " Bungladesh, who finished sec- club and various other actvities win without Kumble. There may
pire at the bowler's end gave him _ ond behind Saudi Arabia at the | Belore, he left lor Madras, he be someone, who will just come
out caught, and the other umpire : - .-’t" end of the first leg, would be spoke about the forthcoming se- up in the series. Maybe, his ab-
gave him out stumped, And h : 4 looking forward to improving thei res. sence will provide us with another
il])[}l'ill'l"d in [hl" scorchooks as Q gdnu‘ in Ihl‘”' n-p{-,’_][ clash 'dl.',:ll”"-l (); You had one-oll Tesl ilgcllllﬁl malch winner HT!IIH'IJ'H(]}' who ".‘.‘[”
caught by the wicket-keeper, EW F 3 Vietnam. Bangladesh drew goal- Bangladesh and a home series be a partner to Kumble in the near
Jones! S s o less with  their more colourful | against Zimbabwe. llas it pre- future. Then the side will have two

St 11. - South East Asian nation in the first | pared your side for the tough se- match winning bowlers who can

oV ‘;‘.'.“.: * cncounter. ries against Australia? Will India be work in tandem.
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A win against Vietnam would
also brighten Bangladesh's pros-

moved on to the second ["H]H“i””

able to put up a challenge againsi
Australia?

iwo-week camp. Overall, 1 feel thal

team in the world?

Q: How will

Kumble s ._;LHL nce?

you make up

best. This will also help the 1eam. |

["_.-" fj;'f:h@;j pect of finishing second in the A: Why not? In the last [ew A: It is very diflicult 1o find a

PHOTO: STAR group, a feat thal [ht"‘_\ had never months .'fllll' []1‘||1’JI'I'|'LH'ILE' have substitute for Ani! Kumble. How -

With the help of opening batsman Mohammad Ashraful Bangladesh wicketkeeper Pavel does some stretching | achicved in their previous fow hr_:-nj quite satisfactory. We h-n_r ever, we have many promising

d World Cup qualilying appear- played the finals at Nairobi, have cricketers in the side. They will

while skipper Nafis Iqbal looks on at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday. il ying e al acicixt Bns adedh g bl ettt RN

ESPN Bangladesh [inished on low and the series against Zimbabwe SAURAV GANGULY can perform well they can estab-

Man United vs Valencia @ points along with Vietnam alter I'he boys have got the rest thal Q: So, in vour opinion, the lish a place in the Indian team. So
UEFA Champions’ League ]u ‘ ? enl e leSta Starts tO a S; the three first leg games. But they | they descrved. Then we will havea  Australians are still not the best  they will try to perform at their
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Yevgeny Kafelnikov

(Russian tennis star)
“I will do my best to win the Dauvis
Cup this season. This is the only
trophy 1 have failed to win during
mv career and 1 will probably quit
in the event of our winning this
season.

!
Competition 144

party opposition alliance,
Alter State Minister for Youth
and Sports Obaidul Quader lor-

be held today. It is understood
that the Indian Board was awaiting
go-ahead from their government.

India, which is maintaining a
strict ‘no cricket links' policy with
Pakistan since the Kargil conflict
in 1999, were scheduled to arrive
at the Zia International Airport at
3:35 pm yesterday.

The general secretary of Board
of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI), Jaywant Lele told Bangla-

India yet to arrive

still sounded optimistic ol getting
permission by Thursday morning
“If the BCCI can manage Lhe

team would Ily to Dhaka in the
alternoon,” said Mahmud.

India pulled out of the [irst
edition, held in Karachi last vear,
at the eleventh hour.

“If India does come in that
their match will be held on Febru-
ary 18, which is a rest day.

He also disclosed that the Paki-

tional police would be deployed at
all the venues during the tourna-
ment

pore, Kuwail, Oman and UAL have
already reached the city while
Singapore were scheduled to
reach here last night.

TODAY'S MATCHES
Bangladesh v Nepal
(Venue: Bangabandhu
Stadium)

Pakistan v Kuwail
(Venue: BKSP-2)
Sri Lanka v Oman
(Venue: BKSP-1)

National

Waugh plays mind game

on a better goal aggregate when
they beat Mongolia with 3-0. Sauds

to prevail

'he CCDM lound itsell in
stickvy pickle when Kalabagan re-
lused to play unless and until the
organisers solve the last
championship issue lirst.

A persevering Kalabagan, who
never accepted the controversial
tic-match defeat against Abahani
that eventually cost them their
maiden League title, had gone to
the court to challenge the deci-
sion. They registered an ofl-the-
field victory when the court de-
clared the match in question as te
and asked the CCDM (o determine
the fate of the championship
through a toss between the two
contenders.

[he CCDM managed 1o get a

vear s

the series against Australia wall

really be very competitive

A: The answer to this question
will onlv be available alter their

that someone deli-
ome up

am optmisei
nitely will «

\rabia are leading the group with Q: They are coming to India series against us here. Q: In 1999-2000, the Indian

icl . 101 : ' maximum nine poins. with a winning streak ol 15 Tests Q: Are you saying that because team had lost 0-3 to Australia.

SPORTS REPORTER desh Cricket Board (BCB) joint-  stan-Kuwait match had to be Wednesday February 14, 02:50 A: | agree. But in 1998, we had we are plaving the Aussies at Sachin Tendulkar's tcam had also

seeretary Mahmud Ul Hag that  shifted to the BKSP ground num- | pyy deleated them. Even though, our  home? failed to perform well in the one-

The GrameenPhone hlumnka.l Un-  the team could pot avail proper l*_ucr (Wo from l}h;_mnmndl Crickel performance in Australia was not A: All the teams usually play dayers. So, will this be a revenge

der-17 Asia Cup hugmxlln _lhv clearance. | Hl.-.uhun} lfm security reasons. India verv good, we defeated them at  well at home. There is nothing series?
capital this morning amid tght Mahmud, who is u_l-m event  were ”ng]ﬂ“”,} scheduled to meel I)I'L‘lllit“fleilglle cricket Nairobi. So they are nol an un- pew in that. However, the crux of A- To tell vo sratl ‘ore
security because of the dawn-to-  manager of the 10-nation meet, UAE at BKSP-2, sl : beatable side. the matter is that if vou want to  cannot really predict the outcome
. .I- - - ¥ ' 3 - PO W 1 . 4 % -y ¢ i L] L] - s . ; : 1 : 3 o - r . #

dusk hartal called by the four however told reporters that Lele Mahmud assured that addi CI'lSlS COﬂtlnueS Q: But the present side is quilts win vou will have o play well SEE PAGE 15
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mally inaugurates the juvenile clearance tomorrow morning, the Bangladesh have been drafted | _ li-JE“ .

meel at the Bangabandhu Na- in Group B along with Pakistan, _E_‘_I'_(L“HI_{“_]”!””_;_ AR S LS 1 P -:M--“}

tional HLuIimT]. lht'n.hn'\lw Bang- ]\'utl'l..'ml, .Mng.”mrv and Nepal rhé ciists over the Premier Leapue

l:}dt-sl1 and Nepal will play inm a while Hrltl‘ujku lead the other| (pic vear has deepened further as ﬁ"?.. l

Group B maich. group which includes India, Ma- | . arganisers, Cricket Committee . ys ~ = i o
F'wo other matches will be held laysia, UAE and Oman. of Dhaka Metropolitan (CCDM), is 2] | (71 ‘L- - ,, ‘T

on the opening day at the Bangla- Bangladesh  Television  will| o ralk a stubborn Kalabagan =1 o SR Sk \‘ - |

aEsly i SI,““:‘” P”m'.‘”mn telecast three matches -- Bangla- | grira ( |'|.l|'sIJiIl'll“I'!Id‘-.lli}.‘,h‘rlll\h 2 P ~r—AhN- ) "y

(BKSP) ground in 5{""5”’- In_(:rnllp desh v Pakistan first round clash Having been already deferred | I’ |

# dsltnding ciampions S “:nk-d on ! chruany 20. one semitinal on | twice, the most colourful domestic - ——

face Oman undr :unm-r_a-uﬁ Paki- Cebruary 22 and the final on Feb-| event is scheduled to start on Fri-

5!‘3‘“ l“Kli ,“.n Kuwait in another . ruanrn 2.1‘-_““-“””] H;.”]Huh;”].glhu le}\ But the CCDM secretary e

hm{;&?&:fﬂ:dm i el National Stadiun. | .‘kl{lhlmlnl {|”. Hug :ﬂ..l‘- nol sure yet | :

the capital their gdnw'ugainﬂt the ﬁil'.lllh']?ll[‘. seven teams -- Sri | W ‘n"l.i_]r.l thi [Il‘;lgitl‘ would com L .

United Arab Emirates would not Lanka, Pakistan, Malaysia, Singa- | menceon tim - 3F e
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Oman players practise catching.
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Competition closes at 8 pm AFP, Sydney setting the bar a little bit higher so v.““”ﬂ””_”' ll“.l stay-order ‘.‘h””h" S dlbst R l.l-H hr 1€ UV ¢ling procedures so far, but we ar S K vill .
Feb 16. 2001 and draw e TR . there hasn't been a great deal of I-g-n if we obtain an extension, we _IH-..\ World Cup will be .m-.nin readv to answer to anv of those il W | YR
shortlv afterwards very word in Steve Waugh's ver- Stanta . of o (o L will not be able to produce it be-| available to anybody in the WRIEIRS" A o up later on,” 1.ce said eode, = |
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3.| Commonwealth Bank. Cricker Australian skipper was a master at person who doesn't - 1, | players are now drafted into the | event of the sporting world. QRe 2 Rasl fal
SERRiEY SUTHIEG. e Jipee: mental warfare. 1l R Under-17 team And FIFA on Thursday will ad M | OLOCRES
match one-day series Arrel 0ol orbmlicire. ., anvthing unless  he S really ¢ Ledl ity . day | 2 he <old to ordinary fans and the
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Australia are bidding to win
their first Test series in India in 30
vears and Bond thinks mind
games could be the way to do it

And he agreed with Waugh that
putting the boot into the Indian
team in the first of the three 1ests

STEVE WAUGH

overconfidence in his charges.
Part of that meant keeping the
team fresh and not being afraid to
drop even high performing play
ers, such as leg-spinner Stuarl

"During the big performance
it's what's between the cars that's
the most important thing and
\ustralia seems to have a pretty
good bunch of things going on
hetween their ears,” he said,

“There's a culture of proles-

Kitageraclhhari

lFourth Class Govt. Employees
\ssociation moved into the final of
the  Senior  Division  Football
League beating Matiranga Upazila
2-0 at the local stadium vesterday.

Asil, who was haired from

« an cqual opportunity lor the BIEA

World ( lI|*.- sdaid a notice on the
tickets' link of the FIFA website
With tcket applications ex
pected to far exceed supply, a
March 28 lottery will determine
who gets to see the ganres
IFIFA Korea is planning to begin

FIFA WORLD CUF
OREA V\PAJ\J

J1|| H]:]r”h L L\.'I N-ill.
several firsts about this Cup. 1t s

1S one of

FIFA, Korea and Japan combined
expect to sell 3.18 million uckets,
his is the one chance in my
lifeime to see the World Cup be-
wase itis being plaved in
Norea, said Kim Byvong-soo, a
\2-year-old computer engineer in

T I T Y Il d - -l | : e ‘JI\'.li]'lll‘Hlll‘l‘t.‘llllk* ‘T\ "Nltilr\:l ™~ ] | | i! I.I"'I.'I |.|'I
el gt ;_r}u ! o untold ddmagv to the MacGill, who was a notable omis- sionalism and consistency  and Dhaka MHLH|HI‘.'|L”1-L netted the "“”H television commercials and the hirst 1o be co-hosted -- by an- By LGSR H-i l
wome side. ) (: DI : OSSITD al 1 . 9 - . i | . | _ ; vt tickets through the Inter-
J Phone:(fany) ......c.co.uu. | 51 ston [mm‘thL Indmtnur._ | k'*l{'”ﬂ the  pressure  on ll‘ml first goal in the 28° minute while | ejecrronic sign ads for the ticketing — cient rivals Japan and Korea who
' Bond also said Waugh had an lhat's where [ think Steve making people crack and they've | Pradip Tripura scored the second | cyipaign from  Thursday until  waged a bitter. expensive, and L
exceptional ability to prevent Waugh might be a master sirate-  become preny good at it.” one also in the lirst hall i ) ' ' Ihe website? Yes, it's here

Guyana President

said on Tuesday.

Jagdeo said he had planned an
appeal to the West Indies Gricket
Board (WICB) since Hooper re-
turned [rom Ausiralia (o represent
Guyana in the Busia Cup last Oc-
tober, but had waited until the all-
rounder proved himsell in the
competitiion,

I think Carl Hooper has dem-
onstraled he should be part of the
West Indies team and 1 urge the
WICB and the selectors panel 10
include Carl Hooper in the next
test match,” Jagdeo said.

March 14, FIFA Korea spokesman

contentiouns L..IT'l'!]."JI;_:H tlé_:.illlhl

Pakistan under-17 cricket team members (L) taking to the field for a
teammates look on at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

{

PHOTO BY ANISUR RAMUAN: STAR

practice session while a Kuwaitl youngster (R) honing his bowling skills as his

Malaysla cricketers jogging at the Bangabandhu Natlonal Stadium yesterday.

,l SEE PAGE 15
| . ArE . i

| thinks the world R

'.J of Hooper

J REUTERS, Georgetown

B "

' Carl Hooper should be recalled by

! the West Indies for next month's

L. home series against South Alrica,

- Guyana President Bharrat Jagdeo

PHOTO. STAR




