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Police escort a rally (top), led by Dr HBM Igbal MP, following the shooting incident at Malibagh in the city yesterday.
One of the four victims lies lifeless (bottom) as skirmishes continue in the background.

Sajeda, her ministry officials won't
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the conference committee said that
efforts were made (o convince
Forest officials to support such a
move for greater national interest.
But the officials of the Forest
Department have so far failed to
extend their support on different
pretexts, he said.

['he high officials of Sundarbans

For details, please call our Contact
Centre at 7113717-8 in Dhaka and
711154 ext.777 or 018 319436 in
Chittagong. Call today!
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Cancellation of Asian Gateway Launch

We regret to announce the cancellation of the launching
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NAZMUL ASHRAF, from Natare

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has urged the pious
Mushims including leaders of the community to rise
against those who let loose terrorism in the name of

Islam.

“Islam is the best religion, But some terrorists are
kKilling peoplein the mosques which they use for terrorist
activities, They keep arms and bomb inside mosques
she told a public meeting at
Burirbhag School ground prior to holding a cabinet
meeting at the Uttara Ganabhaban yesterday (Tuesday).

Hasina, also the president of ruling Awami League,

scaring the devotees,”

and protect sanctity,
PM asks partymen

and thus protect sanctity of the holy places.

“It's the responsibility of every Muslim to protect the
mosques from the hands of those who are smearing the
best religion. 1 also urge the pious Islamic leaders to act
against the terrorists,” she sald in an oblique reference to

the recent killing by the Islamic zealots at a mosque in

the capital,

away.

asked the party activists to offer prayers at the mosques

The prime minister ridiculed opposition leader
Khaleda Zia for her threat to topple the government as
whal shesaid the next election is only four to five months

"We'll hand over power to the caretaker government
thatwill hold the election... contest the election and
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Gazipur rape: Polce yet
to nab culprit

ST AFF ( ORRESPONDENT

Nearly two weeks have gone by since
eleven-year-old Zeba (not her real
name) was raped by a middle-aged
man in Matichara wvillage under
Palash upazila in Gazipur district on
February 1.

However, no step hasbeen taken
yet to arrest the culprit. In fact,
police have so [ar refused to have the
case registered against Saiful, the
alleged criminal who is said to be an
influential person.

Sailul has gone into hiding alter
the incident. His men, on the other
hand, regularly threaten Zeba's
family not to [ile any case against
Saiful.

Meanwhile, Zeba was discharged
Dhaka Medical College
(DMCH) vyesterday after
receiving treatment. She required

five stitches. Also, blood transfusion
was needed 1o get her haemoglobin
count back tonormal.

Zeba talked to this correspon-
dent about the incident while she
was still under treatment on
Saturday.

Saiful took her 1o a pump-house
with the promise of a job and twice
raped her, shesaid.

Sonu Mian, a neighbour, rescued
an unconscious Zeba and took her
home. As she bled profusely through
the night her lather, a rnickshaw-
puller, along with Sonu Mian took
herto the DMCH the next day.

A distant cousin of Zeba,
Mosharal Hossain went to file a
general diary (GD) with the Palash
police station in Gazipur on the
same day but the on-duty officer
suggested that he file a case againslt
the accused notaGD.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

PHOID STAR

A familiar sight of young women in yellow saris and floral ornaments on the

PahelaFalgun (the first day of spring) yesterday.
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BNP processionists
fired gunshots,
claims Igbal

STAR REPORT

Dr H B M Igbal MP at a hurriedly
called press conference yesterday
claimed that armed men froma BNP
procession indiscriminately fired
gunshots on 'a peaceful procession’
of the ruling party which resulted in
deaths of his three activists and one
police constable,

In the face of questions from
journalists at the press conference at
the National Press Club last evening,
the ruling party lawmaker could not
disclose their identites. However,
he insisted that the three were in the
procession led by him. BNP on the
other hand claimed that these three
belonged to BNP and identihied
them.

"We've visited the hospital to see
the dead and the injured admitted
there and 1 hope we will be able 1o
know their identities soon”, Igbal

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

The court also issued an order for
attachment of moveable and
immovable property of Morshed
Khan, Faisal Morshed Khan and
their car driver Mizanur Rahman by
Feb 28.

They were sued for allegedly
dﬂ%d[‘klﬂ}, Misfallah Hotel in the
port city's Nasirabad area on
December 26.

after expiry of the date.

us spacecraft NEAR Shoemaker's image of asteroid 433 Eros, uhnhni

arange of 250 metres yesterday.

Spacecraft makes historic
touchdown on Eros

AFP, Washington

The US spacecraft NEAR Shoemaker on Monday made a historic
unmanned touchdown on the surface of asteroid 433 Eros, mission direc-
torand Johns Hopkins University scientist Robert Farquhar said.

Just two days before Valentine’s Day, NEAR finally had a date with the
asteroid it had long been watching from afar.

Named after the Greek god of love, asteroid 433 Eros is 33 kilometres
long and 13 Kilometres in diameter and lies 316 million kilometres from

Earth.

Some gangsters
were seen in
AL procession

STAR REPORT

A number of common faces of
Dhaka's underworld gangs were
seen in the ‘peace procession’ ol the
ruling Awami League led by Dr H B
M Igbal MP during hartal hours
yesterday.

Liakat Hossain, a Jubo League
leader, his younger brother Shawkat
Hossain Nannu and Arman and

SEEPAGE11COL3

Abbas, 17 others
sued under PSA

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eighteen people, including BNP
leader Mirza Abbas were sued under
the Public Safetry Act (PSA) in con-
nection with explosion of crackers
and firing of shots near Malibagh
intersection during hartal hours
yesterday.

Kabir Ahmed, a local Awami
League actuivist, filed a case with
Ramna thana against Mirza Abbas,
Chowdhury Alam and 16 others,

Publication of the special page of
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been postponed due to
unavoidable circumstances.
You are not ditched!
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