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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Non-availability of textbooks for secondary and primary students in
Rajshahi and Magurarespectivelyis hampering studies.

As the scarcity has been continuing, attendance drops in many schools.
Teachers said the required number of books is yet to be supplied by the
authorities, despite repeated requests.

Our Rajshahi correspondent reports: Acute shortage of textbooks for
secondary classes is seriously hamperingstudies in Rajshahi district.

Students cannot attend all classes, although nearly one and a half moths
of the academic session have elapsed. Students and guardians are passing
anxious days, as the booksellers cannot assure them of supplying books
immediately.

According to various schools in Rajshahi city, a few number of books of
different classes were sent to Rajshahi in three instalmentsin the first week of
this month. The beoks were immediately sold.

When contacted, local booksellers blamed the dealers, who had been
awarded the job of distributing the books, for scarcity, saying they were not
experiencedin the job.

Besides, there are no rules and regulations regarding the supply, storage
and distribution of the textbooks, said an office bearer of local unit of
Bangladesh Book Traders’ Association (BBTA).

The National Curriculum and Textbook Board (NC1B) awarded Pustaka,
Shuktara and Free Press-- the three concerns of Beximco group-- the job of
printing and distributing around 5.5 crore textbooks for secondary level and
2.5crore for primary stage.

Ihe companies were supposed to print and distribute the textbooks for
the current academic vear by November 30 1ast year, but they failed to do so.

NATIbNAL

Textbook crisis prevails
in Rajshahi, Magura

The NCTB instead of taking action for the failure extended the time limit
twice,

[t is alleged that the Pustaka has given its dealership to ‘inexperienced'
booksellers for distribution ol textbooks.

The Pustaka started distribution of only 14 compulsory secondary level
books out ol 60 textbooks, but the supply is inadequate. On the other hand,
supply ofother46 textbooksis totally uncertain.

Taking the advantage of poor supply, a section of unscrupulous traders
are selling the textbooks at higher prices, guardians said.

Meanwhile, notebooks have already flooded the markets. There are alle-
gations that some booksellers are forcing the students and guardians to buy
notebooks.

"As | refused to buy notebooks, the book sellers refused to sell textbooks
tome, " said Abdullahil Baky, a guardian.

Our Magura correspondent says: Primary students cannot attend
schools due to non-availability of textbooks, although the academic session
began nearly one and a halfmonths back.

According to the district Primary Education Office, a total of 3,49,924
texthooks are required for the students in the district who have been enrolled
in 446 primary schools of which 267 are government schools.

Only 32,453 pieces of English and 32,453 pieces of Bengali books for the

PHOTO STAR
Jamalpur farmers are now much more inclined to cultivate sunflower. This is

because of its profitability. A female farmer poses with her son on her land
with full bloom sunflowers.
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Separate incidents claim three

UNB, Bogra
Three people were killed in separate incidents in Gabatali upazila of Bogradistictin |
last two days (Sunday-Monday) Police recovered the body of Jibbol, 32, son of late
Jagodish Chandra of Chamurpara, from a bamboo-cdump at Sukhanpukur
Natunpara Monday morming. Police said Jibbol was stabbed o death.

" Bacchu Pramanlk, 45, who was wounded in a clash over land dispute at
Hamidpur village in the same upazia, succumbed to his injunes at Bogra
Mohammad Ali Hospital Sunday night. Besides, another victim of a clash over land
dispute succumbed 1o his injuries at the same hospital Monday morning. He was
identified as Wajed Ali, son of Hairot Zaman of Jamidarbana Khupi village.

Two murdered

UNB, Kishoregan

Two people were murdered in separate incidents in Sadar and Tarall upazilas under
Kishoregany district recently. The deceased were identified as Nazrul Islam Khan,
30, of Lakhpur village in Tarail and Altu Mia, 35, of village Jhikarjora in Sadar.

Police and family sources said Nazrul went out of his house on February 2 for
realising his loan given 1o 2 man of nearby village Shibpur and remained missing.
‘Later, on information, they recovered his body from a road of the same village on the
following day. In another incident Altu Mia was killed by his neighbours dunng a clash

studentsofclass Lhave been supplied till last week.

When contacted, school authorities said they have already started the
new sessionswith the old books, which are notadequate.

Some guardians in Magura alleged that they have been compelled to
purchase old books for their wards from the local bookstalls and the students

who got promotion to upper classes.

Guardians have urged the authorities concerned to supply required

number ofbooks to solve the problem.

Fund shortage hampers activities
of tribals' weavmg factory
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PHOTO STAR

(L-R) A female worker engaged in weaving at a factory of Birishiri Multipurpose Women's Cooperative Association in Durgapur under Netrakona district,
while another saleswoman selling the attractive products of the factory to abuyer.

JAHANGIR ALAM, Netrakona

A group of tribal women are trying to change theirlot through an association
since 1972.

Binodini Rama, a tribal woman created a cooperative association named
"Birishiri Multipurpose Women's Co-operative Association” that year with
only six tribal women. She established a weaving factory. The association
was registered in 1976 and nowit has been expanded. But there is acute fund
shortage which hampersits operation.

Anamika Rama, field manager of the factory told this correspondent that
the productive goods of this factory are of great demand both locally and all
over the country. Many foreign shops in Dhaka want to buy in large scale the
products of this factory. But the factory is unable to supply sufficient goods
forwant of necessary capital.

Suntlower farming
gains popularity

MUHAMMAD ALL, Jamalpur

Sunflower cultivation has gained
popularity in Jamalpur district over
the years as farmers consider it a
cashcrop.

Encouraged by the booming
edible oil market, farmers of the
district are increasingly opting for
sunflower cultivation.

According to Department ol
Agriculture Extension (DAE), about
3,000 acres of land have been
brought under sunflower cultiva-
tion in thisseason.

People are now showing greal
interest in consuming the edible oil
extracted from sunflower seeds.

Besides, many farmers are culti-
vating the crop at their own initia-
lives,

DAE ofhcials said both the cli-
mate and the soil of Mymensingh
zone, which includes Jamalpur
district are suitable for sunflower
cultivation.

Sunflower grows well on high
lands and it can be cultivated in all
the seasons, agriculture officials
said. The cash crop can be harvested
within 90 to 100 days, they added.
About four kilogram seeds are
required to cultivate an acre of land.

Cultivation of sunflower was
started in Jamalpur 11 years back at
theinitiatives of DAE.

According to experts, sunflower

has 55 per cent acid- which'is very

much beneficial tohuman body,

over propenty-related dispute on February 3. Al the clash his brothers Dulal Mia, 28,
and Abdul Kanm, 20, hus wife Jyotosna Begum and sister-in-law Achhia Khatun also
suslained injunes. They were admitted to the Sadar hospital. A case was filed.

Train passenger killed

UNB, Rajpan
A'train passenger was killed as he was hit by the truss of Pangsha Raiway Bridge in
Pangsha upazila under Rajbari district Tuesday.

Police said Mahbubul Alam, 25, a rickshawpuller of Kusnua distnict, died on the
spotas he was travelling on the rooftop of a Doulatdia-bound train from Kushtia.

Diarrhoea spreading
UNB, Magura

Binod Ali, a farmer of Bellia
under Sadar upazila said he has
planned to cultivate sunflower on
Iwo acres of land this season and will
cultivate more in future if he gets
necessary support from the author-
ity. He earned Tk 1,700 last year after
cultivating the same on one acre of

land. The number of diarrhoea aflected people is increasing day by day in four upazias of
. . Magura district. Local Civil Surgeon office said 237 people affected with the disease

Elght arrested in were admitied to hospital during the last month. Some 26 people were affected in the
. . current month

KlShO i gafl] Besides, 356 diarrhoea patien!s were treated in last December. Food poisoning,

UNB, Kishoreganj shortage of drinking waler and intake of stale food were atiributed to the outbreak of

the disease.

Police in separate drives in

Kishoreganj arrested eight people | con‘ern over work Stoppage

on various charges and recovered UNB, Bagerhal

two lirearms in Kishoreganj district.
Of them, Badal Mia was arrested
along with a pistol from a tea-stall
near Pilot High School in Sadar
upazila on Feb 1, On the same day,
police arrested four youths- Roman,
Munna, Rubel and Rangan for
teasing a woman in Manoshi
Cinema Hallin the town.

On the previous day, local people
caught Badal and his accomplice
Muhiuddin along with a firearm
during village arbitration at village
Parkochua in Bajitpur upazila. They
were handed over to police. Besides,
an alleged Iraud, Hanif Mia, 38, was
arrested on the same day from
Panchrukhi village in the upazila for
laking money dm a neighbour m*
the name of sellingd plotofland. :

The users of country’s second seaport Mongla are concemed over frequent work
sloppage and strikes by the labourers on various issues. They said loading and
unloading of goods in the pont are being disrupted due to the stnkes. The latest one
was enforced by the workers who use to stitch up sacks of unloaded goods.

Work in the port remained suspended for about 36 hours from Saturday night as
the sewing labourers enforced the strike demanding appointment of workers in the
clinker-faden ships. However, the dock-workers withdrew the strike and joined their
work Monday morning following a tripartite negotiations among the workers, Dock
Labourers Board and the ship owners. They will hold another round of meeting on
Wednesday to resolve the problem.

Jasim Fair begins

UNB, Fandpur

Jasim Palli Mela, a fortnight-long village fair, began in Fandpur Saturday on the
occasion of the 98th birth anniversary of poet Jashimuddin, known as "Pall Kabi
Chairman of Privatisation Commission Kazi Zafarullah attended the inaugural
function as chief guest while Dr Towfig-e-Elahi Chowdhury was special guest.

= Dt;putyCommtssron rand President of Jashim Foundation, gamserunhefalr_ |
Ashfaque Hamidchdired the function at Ambikapur Jasim Udydn (garten)

Anamika further added that they have to import thread for the factory
{rom Narsingdi. But they have nosufficient capital to buy necessary thread to
fulfilits (factory) target.

The factory makes Dakmanda (traditional garment of Garo women), bed-
sheet gamcha a towel for villagers, cloth pieces and scarf. Those are of greal
demand all over the country, because of extra-ordinary quality.

Anamika Rama further added they applied to government for grant sev-
eral times, but all in vain. If the government gives grant to the factory, then
they can produce enough quality goods which, may be exported to foreign
countries. Besides, many jobless tribal women can earn their living working
insuch afactory.

One worker of the [actory lamented saying journalists of national dailies
and also of Bangladesh Television (BTV) displayed and screened our limita-

Truck kills boy
in Sirajganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sirajganj |

A schoolboy was run over by a truck
in Sirajganjtown on Sunday.
Witnesses said the boy, a student
of six in BL High School,awas killed
on narrow GM Hilali Read when he
was goingtoattend his school.
The boy was identified as Abdul
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tions, but the government did not allotany grant for the factory.

Haji Reazuddin testifies to Chougachha massacre

ATAIR RAHMAN, Jessore

Pakistan occupation forces during
the war of liberation in 1971 at
Chougachha Bazaar in Jessore, still
testifies to the horrific incident.
Reazuddin, who turned 85 this year,
was held and left miraculously
unhurt during an operation by the
Pakistani Army. During the opera-
tion, at least ten people were bru-
tally murdered by the enemy sol-
diers.

The dead were identified as
Badaruddin, Rojab Ali, Razzak, Abul
Hossain, Asaduzzaman, Rezaul
Islam, Matiar Rahman, Golam
Rabbani, Mohar Ali and Nitan
Pramanik. However, Gazi Sirajul
Islam of Muktinagar area was shot.
He also survived.

Still people from different arcas
visit the man to have the first-hand
account ol the massacre.

When asked about the killings, a
reserved Reazuddin said it was April

Satkhira Stadium
construction work
yet to be started

UNB, saikhira

Haji Reazuddin
Haji Reazuddin, a survivor in a
massacre committed by the

Construction work on long-cherished Satkhira Stadium could not be started
duetoprobleminacquiring land.

This was disclosed at a press conference held at the Stadium Bhaban in
SathkiraonWednesday.

During the hrulm;, District Sports Association General Secretary Sheikh
Nizamuddin said that the government has sanctioned Tk 2.64 crore to turn
thestadium into afull-fledged one.

But the work on the stadium could not be started so far due o the com-
plexity in acquisition of two acres ofland, he told the newsmen.

He said State Minister for Youth, Sports and Cultural Affairs Obaidul

‘Quader visited the stadium on January 24, 1997 and assured the people ol
making the stadium afull-NMedged one.

Later thedistrict sports council received Tk 2.64 crore in 1999 and accord-
ingly invited tender for reconstruction of the stadium.

It was informed in the press conference that the DC took decision 1o
acquire about two acres of land at Palashpol mouja at the instruction ol

National Sports Council on September 9last year,

Although a committee was formed to compensate the landowners, two of
them refused to give their lands and they constructed new establishments

there, leaders of the association alleged.

They said thelandowners also hanged a signboard inscribing "graveyard”

on theirland, they alleged.

21,1971, He wenton, " Local people-
were holding group discussions and
organising themselves to attack
Jessore cantonment. Soon news
spread every where that Pakistan
Army was moving towards
Chougachha from the Cantonment
foroperation”.

Reazuddin paused for few sec-
onds and resumed, "Within a short
time the bazaar wore adeserted look
as most of people left the place. But |

remained inside my shop in the
bazaar. Within hours, the military
reached the place. They destroyed
most of shops in the bazaar. They
detained me and asked a number of
questions at gunpoint. However,
theylet me gounhurt”.

During the operation, Pakistan
Army also destroyed the
Charamonkati Bazaar, Sahra Bazaar
and Shinghajhully on way to
Chougachha.

Jabbar, son of Abdul Khaleq of
Raninagar area.

Following the accident students
and truck workers locked in clash
after the agitated students broughi
out a procession in the town. In the
clash, at least 25 people were
injured. Besides, a number of trucks
were damaged in the incident.

Police seized the vehicle, which
had no registration plate. But the
driver managed to escape.

All schools, colleges and other
educational institutions in the town
remained closed on Monday pro-
testing the tragic accident.

Local people have urged the
district administration to stop
plying of trucks during school hours
In the town.
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(A) Name (In Block Letter) :

(B) i) Father's/Husband's Namc

11) Mother’s Name
(C) Present Address
(D) Permanent Address

For Married Woman Husband's Permanent Address
(E) Nationality

(F) Date of Birth
(G) Age as on (15/03/2001)
(H) Educational Qualification

Name of Exam Division/Class Board/University Year of Passing

(1) Experience (if any)
(1) Bank Draft/Pay Order No.
(Date & Name of the Issuing Bank branch)

(K) Signature of the Applicant
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