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American football descends from
a rowdy medieval game in which,
typically, the men, women, and
childrent of one village artempted
to kick, throw, or carry a ball
across fields and streams to the
ficrcely defended portals of an-
other village's parish church. By
the nincteenth century, British
schoolboys and umversity stu-
dents had tamed the mayhem into
something approximating modern
soccer and rugby. Americans had
occasionally played some forms ol
the pre-modern game, but the first
intercollegiate contests occurred
November 6, 1869, when Ruigers
defeated Princeton in soccer by a
scorc ol 6G-4, and May 15, 1844,
when Harvard and McGill played
to a scoreless tie in rugby.

Salim Malik

(Banned Pakistani batsman)

"I have filed cases against ali the
allegarions and will prove my
innocence.”

About his lile ban.

ESPN

UEFA Champs’ League
Leeds vs Anderlecht
Live at 1:30 am (Wednesday)
Austraka vs West Indies
Cariton World Series
Finals' highlights
12:00 pm

Star Sports
Cricket Talk Show
Harsha Online
830 am & 1:00 pm
New Zealand vs Sn Lanka
Fifth one-day intemational
11:00 pm (1hr highlights)
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Competition 144

v/ Tick the Correct Answers
Post to e Dady Star
Win attractive prizes
Competition closes at 8 pm
Feb 16, 2001 and draw
shortly afterwards

|.|Who became Green Delta Premier
Division cncker league champs?

Chittagong Biman| Khulna

L 2 Wholifted MiloU-13 ericket title?
Rajshahi | Rajshahi| Barisal
| Padma fista Maroons

3.1 Commonwealth Bank Cricket
Academy clinched the three-
match one-day series

2-1 3-0 20

4.1Who lifted the Australian open
mensftitle?

Sampes s Agassi Halver

5.1 Who lifted the Australian open
womerns ttle?
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New coach
to be named
on Feb 157

SPORTS REPORTER

A new coach and a physio for the
national team are likely to he
named when Bangladesh Crickel
Board (BCB) president Saber Hos:
sain Chowdhury meets the media
on Thursday,

Saber, who had a series of talks
with prospective  Australian
coaches and physiotherapists,
would arrive in town on February
14 alter attending the 1CC Execu-
tive Board mecting in Melbourne.
None of the Board olficials how-
ever could tell for sure who are
going Lo be appointed.

It was only gathered that Saber
met with Allan Robert Hunt, who
was the physiotherapist ol Bang-
ladesh team for three months
during the 1999 World Cup,

Saber negotiated with the can-
didates recommended by Rodney
Marsh, Wayne Philips and the
Australian Cricket Board (ACB).
The two former Australia cnck-
clers -- Rodney and Wayne -- had
promised the Board to help it in
this regard when they toured
Bangladesh along with the Com-
monwealth Bank Cricket Academy
of Australia last month.

Y Y} Cricket

SrortTs REPORTER

I he start of the Premier Division
Cricket League has again been
deferred for reasons unexplained.
The most colourlul  domestic
event, involving twelve teams, was
scheduled to commence at two
city venues on  Sunday. The
League will now begin on Friday.

The decision 1o defer the
League came after a meeting ol the
Cricket Committee of  Dhaka
Metropolitan (CCDM) at the BCB
oflice Saturday night. Although the
organisers gave a fresh date, the
fixture was vet to be released.

"When we do announce the
fixture on Tuesday hopefully there
shouldn't be any problem,” said
CCDM secretary Mahmud Ul Huq
to the reporters.

But as the organisers came un-
der severe attack from Kalabagan
officials during the lengthy meet-
ing, the fact is that the League,
beset by multiple problems even
before a ball was bowled, is head-
ing lor an uncertain journey this
year.

While Kalabagan remain ada-

S

mant to continue their legal battle
over the championship issue, after
CCDM announced Abahani Krira
Chakra the winners of last year,
other teams including Mobham-
medan Sporting Club have ex-
pressed their dissatisfaction over
the unnecessary delay.

The off the field happenings
have put Mahmud on a sticky
wicket. Apparently he is also fac-
INg non-cooperation from
grounds commiliee  secretary
Alam Chowdhury, who is also the
secretary of Kalabagan.,

Alam on Saturday said that the
Dhanmondi ground would not be
it for play belore February 15, Bul
CCDM secretary was not ready to
accept the claim.

“Both grounds are perfectly al-
right. I do not think the Dhan-
mondi ground had any problem”,
Mahmud said.

According to the previous fix-
ture title-holders Abahani were
supposed to play Young Cricketers
at the Bangabandhu National
Stadium while Kalabagan would
take on Dhanmondi Club at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium on
the opening day.
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Premier League
starts Feb 16

K'Y Cricket

AFP, Madras

Indian crickel captain  Saurav
Ganguly on Munday warned Steve
Waugh's all-conquering Australia
10 expect a tough Test series, say-
ing his team will not be bowled
over easily.

"They've had it easy at home,
but India will be a dillerent propo-
sition altogether,” an unusually
ageressive Ganguly said after a
week-long traypg. camp  for 25
probables.

Australia, who have not won a
Test rubber on Indian soil since
1970, go into the long-awaited
series riding high on a record 15
successive Test wins capped by a
recent 5-0 rout of the West Indies.

Waugh's men, who consider
India as the last [rontier for their
world-beating side, arrive on
Wednesday for a seven-week tour
that includes three Tests and five
onc-day internationals.

Ganguly stressed all the pres-
sure will be on the tourists as they
altempt to continue their golden
sireak.

“We beat them in India twice in
1996 and 1998, so it is the Austra-
lians who will be wary of plaving
us.” the elegant left-hander said.

“They will have to make all the
moves if they want to win. As far as
| am concerned the Indian team is
very capable of dealing with the
challenge.”

Ganguly said the absence of
spin  spearhead Anil Kumble
through injury was a blow, but

Bring on the Aussies

ansisted others were ready step
into the leg-spinner’s shoes.

Ihe selectors picked seven
spinners lor the Madras camp,
giving Ganguly and coach John
Wright of New Zealand a vaniety to
choose from.

Veteran Venkatapathy Raju,
who last played for India in 1998,
leads the pack of left-armers that

includes  Sunil Joshi, Rahul
Sanghvi and Murali Kartik.
Punjab’s off-spin  duo ol

Harbhajan Singh and Sarandeep
Singh and exciting leg-spinner

—
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SAURAV GANGULY

Balaji Rao complete the spin de-
partment.

Ganguly said all seven were
capable of making the Test squad,
but said he had not made up his
mind on the likely line-up.

With seven new ball bowlers
also in the camp, Ganguly said
predictions of spin-friendly wick-
ets were wide off the mark.

‘I don't know where that came
[rom,” the Indian captain said,
relerring to reports that Wright
and chairman of selectors Chandu
Borde had ordered groundsmen to

sgrrepare lifeless tracks to thwart
" the Aussies.

Both Wright and Borde vehe-
mently denied they had given any
such instructions and Ganguly
scolfed at suggestions India will
play defensively to prevent losing
1o the world champions

It will b | he
team which handles the pressure
better will win,™ he said,

‘I am not worried because |
have confidence in my boys. Don't
write us off because we could sur-
prise many."

Ganguly also took a swipe at
Waugh, saving the Australian
captain should have checked facts
before saying it was unfair on the
part of India to doctor wickets.

"How does Steve in Australia
know what we are doing here,” he
said

I'he Indian team, which will be
picked on February 19, will as-
semble in Bombay a few days be-

o | |rl'-1 ST S

fore the hirst Test starts at the
Wankhede stadium on February
27, '

Y 1 Cricket

AFP, Melbourne

Semor Australian batsman Mark
Waugh leaves here Tuesday un-
sur¢ af what awaits him from In-
dian cricket officials, fans, and
possibly even the local police.

Waugh departs with the Aus-
tralian team aware of a report that
Foreign Alfairs officials are on alert
to help if Indian police seek to
interview him in connection with
allegations that he had accepied
money from local bookmaker
Mukesh Kumar Gupta.

Waugh's manager Leo Karis
conlirmed Monday the Australian
Cricket Board (ACB) had kept his
chient informed on whether he
could face any inquiries about the
allegations contained in an Indian
police report,

Australian caplain Steve
Waugh said today his brother
Mark would be "a little apprehen-
sive” but he expected him to be
well informed on what he could
face before the tour,

“He would have spoken to his
lawvers and the cricket board and
I'm surg they'll sort something out
before he goes so he knows exactly
what's going 1o happen and what
will confront him over there to put
his mind at ease.” said Steve
Waugh.

ACH chiel executive Malcolm

Speed said the Department of
Forcign  Alfairs believed It was
unlikely Waugh would be sought
for an interview by Indian police
but the department was available

to help if needed.

Waugh again refuted Gupta's
allegations that he took money in
return for team, pitch and weather
information when he was inter
viewed by ACB anti-corruption
investigator Greg Melick here at
the weekend.

Waugh has enjoyed a golden
summer in the home Test and
one-day series, despite unrelent-
ing pressure over Gupta's allega-
tions, but he may get a more hos-
tile reception from cricket-mad
Indian crowds who have already
turned on  their own plavers
caught up in cricket’ s match-fixing
scandals.

Aside from the issues with
Mark, Steve Waugh said there was
no particular concern about secu-
rity on the Indian tour bevond
those in previous trips to the
country.

MARK WAUGH

Mark in mystery

"Every tour we g0 on now we
generally have sccurity people
with us so that'll probably be the
same in this tour,” Steve Waugh
said Monday,

“Indian authorities I'm sure are
going to look after us as well, but
you can't guarantee everything.

‘I'm sure they'll do the best
they can and | hope there aren't
any incidents on tour,”

Waugh and captains of all Test-
playving nations except England
and India met here Monday for
one ol their regular discussions
assoctted with the 1CC meeting,

Nations big and small gave
wntative approval to the 1CC pro-
poscd ten-vear calendar and the
creation of an ongoing ranking of
Fest nations with a trophy [or the
LOP (eam.

'he calendar stipulated all ten
Test nations play each other home
and away over five years, ensuring
a crowded calendar,

“The key is that when we get a
break at least we can have a cou-
ple of weeks at a time not just a
few days,” Steve Waugh said.

“IUs important each country
has a cricketers' association so
they can get their point of view
dcross to their cricket boards.

“The ten-year plan is great, a
world championship of cricket,
that's what cricketers are looking
lor and it's something to aspire 1o,
to be the best nation,”

Zimbabwe  captain
streak said the team will be far
busier but richer as a result.

SEE PAGE 15
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Captains' cheers
for championship

INTERNET, Melbourne

Captains ol most of the Test-
playing nations met in Melbourne
on Monday and gave tentative
approval to the ICC's proposed
ten-year calendar and the creation
ol Test championship.

The calendar stipulates that all
ten Test nations play each other
on home and away basis over five
years, ensuring a crowded calen-
dar.

“The key is that when we get a
break at least we can have a cou-
ple ol weeks at a time not just a
few days,” Australian captain
Steve Waugh said.

“It's important each country
has a cricketers’ association so
they can get their point of view
across to their cricket boards

“The wen-vear plan is great, a
world championship of cricket,
that's what cricketers are looking
for and it's something to aspire to,
to be the best nation.”

Captains of eight ol the ten
Test nations attended the meeting.
Only Nasser Hussain, preparing
with the England side in Sri Lanka
for their upcoming Test series, and
Saurav Ganguly, busy with the
Indian training camp ahead ol
Australia's tour to the country,
were not in attendance. The new
schedule was just one of the items
on the agenda.

Zwmbabwe  captain  Heath
Streak said the team will be lar
busier but richer as a result.

"It's a lot of cricket so they're
going to have to see how they can
fit it all in but it's good that Zim-
babwe will be able to play in it -
thev'll get a lot of income in from
that,” Streak said

U-17 Asia Cup
Three teams
arrive today

SPORTS REPORTER

I'hree teams Kuwait, Pakistan
and Malaysia -- will arrive in the
citv today to take part in . the
GrameenPhone second Under-17
Asia Cup, starting from February
15.

Kuwait will be the first team 1o
arrive at 9:20 am followed by Paki-
stan who are due at 11:30 am.
Malaysia are expected to reach at
7:40 pm.

Upon their arrival, teams will
be taken straight to the Hotel Pur-
bani, the official village for the ten-
day meet. However, they might
not be able to have any practice
session today because of the dawn
to dusk hartal called by the oppo-
sition political parties.

I'he other six guest teams will
arrive in town bv tomorrow.

Meanwhile, umpires and
match referees for the tournament
held a meeting at the Bangladesh
Cricket Board yesterday.

Zia defeats
Rousis

SPORTS REPORTER

PHOTO AFP
Captains of eight of the ten Test-playing countries (front row) Steve Waugh (L), Moin Khan (2nd from L), Sanath
Jayasuriya (2nd from R), Naimur Rahman (R) and (back row L-R) Jimmy Adams, Shaun Pollock, Stephen
Fleming, Heath Streak gather for a photograph along with Indian batting legend Sunil Gavaskar (C) after a
meeting with the International Cricket Council in Melbourne yesterday.

BKSP turn up heat

ml Cricket

Srort1s Rironn w

Bangladesh Knira Shikkha Prots

than (BKSP) thumped down a
huge 161-run deleat on Naila
Memorial School in one of the

four Dhaka metropolis qualilying
maliches ol the Standard Char-
tered Grindlays Bank 19th Na-
tional School Cricket Champion
ship at the Utara Friends Club
ground vesterday.

Put into bat, BKSP scored
amassed 279 lor four in the stipu-
lated 35 overs with middle-order
Dhiman [alling short ol only nine
runs from what could have been a
well-deserved hundred

In his scintillating 91, Dhiman,
hammered fve and nine
boundaries oll only 60 balls

Dhiman apart, Maruf, with an
unbeaten 80 off 83 balls and Ashi-
que, with 48 off just 27 balls, were
the othér notable run-makers

Chasing the mammoth total,
Naila Memorial were soon thrown
off the track with BKSP new-ball
bowlers in [ull cry. Asil and Naz-
mul claimed five wickets among
them to hire out the opponents for
1191n 32.5 overs.

At the nearby Uttara Police
Lines ground, Islamia High School

S51XES

handed Gandaria High School a
) 12-run defeat. Alauddin scored a
breezy unbeaten hall-century to
help Islamia High School notch a
huge 268 for eight in allotted 35
overs after his captain elected to
bat first, He made a 51-ball 74 with
the help of a quartet of sixes and
live fours.

Alauddin apart, Rakesh
chipped in with a run-a-ball 53.

In reply, Gandaria, could
muster 156 before they being all
out in 23.5 overs.

At the l‘tll‘_ﬂ.[t'n_hﬂiu Institute
ground in Tejgaon, New Model
High School thrashed Motijheel

Colony High School by nine wick-
els

Chasing a paltry Motijheel total
ol 77 1n 35 overs, they raced on to
overhaul the target in only 9.2
overs. Opener Sakib topscored
with 40

In the other match of the day,
Gréen Herald defeated Hammadia
High School by six wickets.

Batting first, Hammadia scored
180 In a reduced 30-over-a-side
maltch

Opener Robin topscored with
50 followed by Sohel, who madc
-

In reply, Green Herald rattled
up 185 in 27.4 overs with six wick

ets in hand. Opener Savio led the

successiul chase with 62

SCORES IN BRIEF
BKSP: 279 for [our in 35
(Dhiman 91, Maruf 80 n.o..
que 48 n.o; Sanveer 2/48

Naila Memorial: 119 all out in
32.5 overs (Russell 27: Asif 3/
lanveer 2/6)

Result: BKSP won by 161 runs.

Hammadia IHigh School: 180
for five in SO -

Overs

Ashi

4
£,

30 overs (Robin 50
hel 47, Ashafuddin 34: Saad 2/34
Green Herald School: 185 lor
four in 27 overs (Savio 62, Sajid 35

Faisal 27 n.o. Omar 25

N .0

Result: Green
won by six wickets

Herald School

Islamia High School: 268 for
eight in 35 overs (Alauddin 74 n.o.
Rakesh 53, Johny 40; Alamgir
3/ 36

Ganadana High Scho 156 al
Ooul 1in 23.5 overs (Alamgir 29.
Ishaque 23; Rakesh 4/33

Result: Islamia High School
won by 112 runs

Moujheel Colony High Schos
¢7 all out In 17 rs (Amit 1]
Al-Amin 15; Saiful 3/7, Arman 3/9

New Model High School: 78 for
one i 3.2 overs (Sakib 40 n
Extras 30

Result: New Model High

School won by nine wickets

International Master Ziaur Rah-
man continued s impressive run

in the 12th Goodricke Open Inter-
national Chess Tournament when
he won the batle ol student
against teacher in the seventh
round at Calcutta yesterday.

Desperately looking for a sec-
ond GM norm, Zia defeated Lat-
vian GM Igor Rousis, who coached
the Bangladesh team, which took
part in Istanbul Chess Olympiad
last year.

Zia, playing with piece adopted
the Catalan Opening. He had a
Rook, Bishop and Knight in addi-
tion to a passed pawn in the centre
while his bespectacled teacher and
Latvian number one had two
Rooks. Zia played the endgame
carelully to win a full point.

After a draw with India’s
Harikrishna, who has already got
his two Grand Masters (GM)
norms, in the sixth round, Zia now
moved into the crowded third
position. GM Joseph Gallagher of
Switzerland took the solo lead at
the end of the seventh round with
SIX points,

Abdullah Al Rakib, another
Bangladeshi IM competing in the
event, ended his three-match los-
ing streak when he drew with
Amon Simutowe in this round.
Rakib has now three points from
Seven games.

Rajshahi cricket

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahli

Heath ]

Bright Star Club recorded a 26-run
victory over Mukti Sangha in a
match of the Rajshahi Premier
Division Cricket League at the
local district stadium yesterday,

Bright Star won the toss and
decided to bat first. They collected
169 runs losing all in 49.5 overs.

In reply, Muktl were shot oul
for 143 in 38 overs.

All for the sake of the game

KY 1 Cricket

AP, Melbourn

The International Crnicket Counail
(ICC) on Mondav announced a

new cra ol Test Championship
cricket.

A new l10-year calendar out-
lines when all 10 Test-playing

countries will take each other on
in home and away series during
every five-yvear period.

“The aim of both the tours
programme and the [CC Test
Championship is to add interest,
context and status to Test match
cricket,” 1CC President Malcolm
Crav said.

"There was a leeling that one-
day internationals were taking the
spotlight away from [est
matches,” he said.

Cricket has been engullfed in a
world-wide match-fixing scandal
revolving around one-day
maltches.

I'wo points will be allocated to
a team for winning a series and

A ——

one for a drawn rubber. The result
of each new series will replace its
previous equivalent in the table.

“It's intended there will be a
trophy and it will be handed over
irom one country to another when
they [all off the 1op position,” Gray
said.

I'he championship will begin
with Pakistan's two-Test tour to
England in May but initially the
standings will be based on results
over the last hive vears.

Ihat means Steve Waugh's
Australia, who have won a record
15
cially crowned world champion ol
[est cricket when the [CC's new
championship gets underway in
May.

Each Test will be a
minimum ol two matches but the
h'llglh ol each series and dates ol
imdividual will sull to be
determined by individual crickel
boards

“This will be the first time a co-
ordinated calendar of interna-
tional cricket has been adopted,
giving the opportunity for long-
term planning and preparation,”

successive Tests, will be ofli-

SETIeS

| ests

Gray said

't will also provide newer
[est-playing nations such as Zam
babwi and Bangladesh wilh
regular fixtures against all other
feams.

The 10K als ynnounced n
would conduct a review ol 1“1’4!"
conditions 1 Aa which will
include the use of telewision re
plays in umpiring decisions, whil
a High Performance Manager will
also be appointed to assist lesser
nations prepare for the 2003

World Cup
A fully professional independ-
ent international umpiiring system
will be brought u
10 30 umpires
"There was a feeling the regu
lation of the game on the ground

. d -y -~
consistng ot 25

was the one area of the game that
wasn't completely
he said

|‘1|| 11 \\|flthil...

He denied it had anvthing to
do with a perceived decline in
current umpiring standards

The decisions were announced
after a two-day executive board
meeting in Melboume.

Battle of bottles

EY YiCricket

INTERNET, Karachi

Seven leading Pakistani players
have taken advantage of a legal
loophole and fuelled a cola war
involving two leading brands and
the national cricket board.

Captain Moin Khan, Saced
Anwar, Inzamamul Haq, Yousuf
Youhanna,. Azhar Mahmood.,
Saqlain M#Shtag, Mushtag Ahmed
and Waqar Younis have signed up
for a testimonial for soft drinks
manufacturer Coca-Cola in spite
of directives from PCB not to sign
the deal, Pakistani sports website
Sportsmasala reported on Sunday.

Pakistun has a multimilhon-
dollar ofticial contract with 'ep-

sico which entitles the company to
put a Pepsi logo on all players’ Kits,
as well as branding home interna-
tional series.

Each plaver gets around 30,405
LUSD every vear from this deal, but
there is apparently nothing in the

Pepsi contract that prevents play-
ers rom promoting another solft
drink off the lield. All rights are lor
on-field promotion, which the
plavers have not violated.

I'he seven players will there-
fore be weanng Pepsi logos on the
field, but at the same time will be
endorsing Coca Cola in adver-
tiscments on TV, Coke is expected

to blitz television viewers with
advertising during Pakistan
Lames.

Rivalry between the two com-
panies is high on the subconti-
nent, During the 1996 World Cup,
which Pakistan jointly hosted with
India and Sri Lanka, Coke was the
official soft drink, but Pepsi
grabbed the headlines with a
campaign cntitled 'Nothing offi-
cial about it

Sportsmasala speculates thai
that this deal was one of the rea-
sons for the uncertainty of Moin's

‘status as captain in the run-up to

the side's tour of New Zealand.
Alter much discussion, the wicket-
keeper was confirmed as skipper

last weekend. Pakistan will play
their first one-day internationals
in Auckland on February 17

Moin reportedly led his team-
mates in getiing this contract, after
obtaining general permission from
the board to shoot an ad, without
revealing the name ol the product.
When Pepsi got wind of this, it
approached PCB in protest, and
the board directed players not to
sign the deal. assunng them of
compensation

Magura cricket

QUR CORRESPONDENT, Magura

Skyheart Cricket club earned a 94-
run victorv over Cricket School in
the last match of the first round of
the Conunental Courier cricket
tournament at the Magura Sta-
dium yesterday.

Batting first Skyheart made 217
for seven in the supulated 30
OVers.

In reply, Cricket School col-

lected 123 for nine in 30 03‘,1..“
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