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in cnckel sonm caluhies ars made by
helders who know very iittie about
During the second Test at Kanpur in
1959, Neil Harvey of Australia caught
Nan Contractor off a ball he never saw
He was fielding at short leg when the
Indian pulied a delvery from Alan Da-
vidson in his diwection. Harvey tumed
his back and ducked, and the ball
stuck between his thighs'
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Pete Sampras

(American tennis great)

| didnt look at breaking the record as
pressure. | looked at it as an opportunity.”
On his world record of winning 13
Grand Slam titles.

Star Sports
New Zealand vs Sn Lanka
Fifth ocne-day international
Second session
Live at 7:30 am
Pnmera Liga
2-30 pm
Primera Liga
Live at 1:00 am (Monday)

ESPN
Newcastie United vs Charfton
English Premership
Live at 10:00 pm

Channel i
Sports Time
Sporis-based weekly
magazine programme
8:00 pm
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WHiZZ KID

Competition 144
v'Tick the Correct Answers
Post to i, Oaily Star
Win attractive prizes
Competition closes at 8 pm
Feb 16, 2001 and draw
shortly afterwards

I.{Who becaime Green Delta Premier
Mvision cricket league champs?

Chittagong Biman| Khulna
2. Whaolifted Milo U-13 crickert title?

Rajshahi | Rajshahi| Barisal |
Padma

Tista Maroons

3.1 Commomwealth Bank Cricket
Academy clinched the three-
match one-day series

} 251 80 2-0
4.1Who lifted the Australian open

mens htle?

Sampras ] Agassi Hafter
Who lifted the Australian open
womeits title?
Devenpon| Capriati
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Sronrs Reronien

fhe  Premier  Division  Crickad
lLcague this year is destined to
have a doubtful start because ol
the problem with grounds and the
stance of Kalabagan Krira Chakra
on last vear's championship issue.

With one of the two available
venues not ready yvet and, more
importantly, Kalabagan wanting to
resolve the dispute first, the luture
of league is stll hanging in the
balance.

The Cricket Committee of
Dhaka Metropolitan (CCDM) ves-
terday announced a partial lixture
of the most colourful domestic
cvent involving twelve teams. Bul
the CCDM secretary Mahumd-Ul
Hug himself was not sure whether
the League would start on time
LOIMOTToOW,

According to the fhixture, de-
fending champions Ababani Krira
Chakra will take on promotees
Young Cricheters at the Ban-
gabandhu National Stadium while
runners-up Kalabagan will take qn
Dhanmondi Club at the Dhan-

mondi Cricket Stadium on  the
opening day of the League.

But Kalabagan secretary Alam
Chowdhury told the Daily Star
Sport last night that they are un-
willing to take part in the League
without any decision acceptable to
them on the issue of last years'
championship.

Abahani were declared cham-
pions by the CCDM but Kalabagan
went o court in protest of the
decision, claiming that they won
the controversial over-reduced
match against their Dhanmondi
neighbours last year.

Although the court ruled the
match as a tiec and asked the
CCDM 1o decide the champion-
ship among the twao title contend-
ers through 1oss. the issue re
mained unresolved as vet follow-
ing a subsequent stay-order on the
verdict. Alam  however claimed
that his club is still in dark about
any such development.

“We are vel 1o gel any stav or-
der from the court. So, it would
not be logical tor us to play when a
serious  issue like this remains
unresolved. We will be sending a
lerter to the CCDANL alter having @

club mecting tonight,” sad X
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League in limbo

Alam, who is also the secretary
ol the grounds commitiee, said
that the grounds would not also be
ready for play belore February 15,

“The BNS is all right. Butr we
need two or three more davs 1o
bring the Dbhanmondi  Crickel
Stadium up to the mark, The pitch
and the outlield are stll sogey,™ he
said,

I'he apparent non-cooperation
ol Kalabagan and the unavailabil-
ity of ground have left Mahmud in
a serious dilemma, Mahmud, who
is currently preoccupied with the
forthcoming Under-17 Asia Cup.
for which he is the event manager,
however put on a brave lace as-
suring that things would be settled
in today's mecting.

“We have called up the cap-
tains and managers in a meeting
tomorrow (today). Besides, there
are a lew amendments to be made
in the playing conditions in that
meeting,” Mahmud said.

But many feel that the stale-
mate could be over only il all the
clubs including Kalabagan attend
the mecting. Only three teams —
Abahani, Mohammedan and Vie-
toria — attended the last meeting
on Friday.

Under-17 Asia Cup

Final selection on Feb 12

'\ @ ."113] Cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

Exhibition cricket

Coats  Bangladesh Lid  defeated
American Express Bank by six
wickels in an cxhibition cricket
match on Friday at WAPDA colony
ground, Banani, ;

Winning the toss, AMEX
cided 10 bat first and were all aut
for 149in 31.4 overs.

In reply, Coats made 155 for

[our in 21.1 overs,

With the Grameenl’hone Under-
17 Asia Cup only four days away,
Bungladesh keep sitting on the
fence in naming the final thirteen
plavers for the 10-team event.

Mahmud Ul Haq, who heads
the six-man selection panel that
included the four Sri Lankan age-
group coaches and Alam Chowd-
hury, said yesterday the squad
would be announced on February
2.

A BCB joint-secretary and also
the  event manager, Mahmud
however said that the team would
be selected by the Sn Lankan
quartet, who are with nurturing
age-group plavers across the
country for the last two months.

While Mahmud opted 10 1ake
as much time as possible to an-

nounce the squad for reasons best
known to him, the waiting game
has badly tested the patience ol 40
boys tmi-ninj.: under Malcolm Per
era.

When approached by the Daily
Star Sport, Perera himself failed to
come up with a convincing answer

o the Board s ploy o -.In'i‘lfn the
naming ol the Imal squad

The beelv Sri Lanka hinally said,
"it 15 better o ask Mr. Manu
(Mahmud).”

Apart Irom the delaved selec-
tion, Perera however looked ex-
tremely happy with the way the
prepardiion was going.

"l can tell you the boys are as
good as the Sri Lankans at this
level. People here only talk about
Ashraful and Nalis. But 1 can tell
you there are more playvers here
who are just as good as the two,”
claimed Perera.

Terming the present lot as a

talented bunch ol cricketers, Per-
cra said that il they are given
proper exposure “they are capable
ol walking into anv team.

Bangladesh, placed in Group B,
will take on Nepal in the inaugural
match at the Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium on February 15.

But the challenge  will
come for Bangladesh once they
face Pakistan, India and Sri Lanka
— the three Asian cricket gianis
plaving in the tournament.

Although India ducked the n-
augural edition in Pakistan lasi
vear, they have confirmed thei
participation this time. India will
lead the Group A that also includes
holders Sri Lanka. While Pakistan,
the loosing linalists, have been in
the other group along with Bang
ladesh.

All the participating teams i
expected to reach the capital by
[‘'cbruary 14

real

Gupta, who?

YY) Cricket

AGINCIES, Melbourne

Australian cricketer Mark Waugh
denicd any involvement with an
Indian bookmaker when he ap-
peared  before anti-corruption
investigators Saturday at a Mel-
bourne hotel,

Waugh said after the 2 1-2-
hour mecting with  Australian
Cricket Board investigator Greg
Melick and International Cricket
Council olhicials that he had never
met M N Gupta. who was men-
tioned in an Indian police repor
as having paid Waugh 20,000 US
dollars for team, pitch and
weather information in 1993 dur-
Ing a tournament in Hong Kong.

The star batsman has denied
the accusation, having admited to
only receiving 4,000 dollars from
another bookmaker known only as
“John” in 1994 while in Sri Lanka.

“Like | said, 1 denied the alle-
gations when they [irst came out
and that hasn't changed,” Waugl
told reporters after his interview

“I've met one bookmaker and
that was Jalin

Wangh and wammate Shane
Waine were lined in 1995 aliet
admitting  they had accepied
money [rom a bookmaker identi-
fied only as John in 1994 in ex-
change lor pitch and weather in-
[ormation,

“I've seen the photo of Gupta,
veah. | don’t know who's in the
photo.”

Waugh met ACB investipator
Greg Melick and two members of
the 1CCs  Anti-Corruption  Unit
(ACU) for two hours and 20 min-
utes  at the Hilton Hotel  this
Morning.

Gupta has said he paid 20,000
dollars 10 Waugh in exchange
information about the team and
IS tactics at a six-a side tourna-
nent in Hong Kong in 1993,

| Waugh was among nine non-

Indian players, including former
Test captains Brian lara, Alec
Stewart and Martin Crowe, Named

tions with bookmakers,
Waugh avoided the

Hotel and mecting his lawyers
while photographers walted out-
side the hotel Tor him o arrive,

“I was a little bit nervous bul |

in an Indian Central Burcau of
investigation report into match-
fixing last year as having connec-

media
scrum by staving at the [ilion

was linc¢ once | was in there. | an-
swered all the questions that were
asked of me, it was a friendlv at-
mosphere and I'm glad it’s over,”
he said.

On Friday he shrugged off the
pressure of the investigation bv
making an Australian record ol
153 ofl 148 balls as the home sidq
beat the Woest Indies by 39 runs to
sweep  the hmited-overs  finals
svries 0 oand complete a 1a-0
scasan o mn lests and hmited-overs
maltches.

Mclick relused 1o answer
questions from reporters but said
the ACB appreciated the fact that
Waugh had been co-operative.

“But vou all should be aware
this is part of an ongoing investi-
gation taking place in many
countries and the interview will be
considered along with all others in
part ol the ongoing investigation,”
Melick told reporters.

“There will be a full report
coming when it's finished. As lor
the timing ol when it's out, I can’i
enlighten you, it will be some time
vel.” §

Waugh will fly 1o India on
lTuesdav for Australia's three Test
tour there. Waugh, 35, the twin
hrother of Australia’'s caprain
steve Waugh, is a hot Tavourite to
win the national player of the year
award, the Allan Border Medal, on
Mondav night.

Waugh staved at the Mel-
bourne hotel overnight to ensure
his entrance for the meeting was a
low-key alTair. The hotel is located
directly lrom the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground, where on
Friday night he scored 173 runs
the highest by any Australian in a
onc-day maitch -~ 1o lead Australia
Lo victory over the West Indies

Melick declined 10 give

SEE PAGE 15
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=070 STAR
Some of the Bangladesh under-17 cricket team probables (L) waiting for their turn to bat during a practice session while (R) sure-shooters Sharif (L)
and Ashraful sharing a light moment at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

Bangladesh to
play 36 Tests
in five years

AR, Dhaka

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rajshali

:
.
PHOTO AFP

Mark Waugh listening to a query by a reporter after his interview.

Bangladesh will play 36 Tests and
o4 one day internationals during
the next live vears with plans 1o
visit New Zealand and Zimbabwe
this year, a senior cricket official
said here Saturday.

Bangladesh Cricket  Board
(BCB) president Saber Hossain
Chowdhury said work was under-
way Lo ensure a good performance
by the team, the newest member
ol the exclusive Test cricket club.

"We have chalked out plans 1o
play Test and one-davers with the
other Test playing countries, who
would also visit Bangladesh,” Sa-
ber told this news agency before
leaving for Melbourne to attend an
International Cricket Council ex-
ecutive board meeting.

e said Bangladesh were likely
(o tour Pakistan in January 2002
lor a two-Tesl and three
{I']'Il"dri':.'t.'r‘\.

e said Bangladesh would tour
Zimbabwe in April and New Zea-
land at the end of this vear, Zim-
babwe are expected in Dhaka this
vear.

SEres

PM inaugurates

shooting complex
at BKSP

rime  Minister Sheikh  Hasina
vesterday said the government has
launched an extensive sports tal-
ent searching drive in the country.

She was inaugurating a Shoot-
ing Complex and Audio-Visual
Centre ol Bangladesh Krira Shik-
kKha Prothistan (BKSP)

|he modern *«Ihmlm}; LHI”[]I["\
cost ol Tk 8.64 crore while the
audio-visual centre was built a1 a
cost ol 'TK 1.40 crore

'he Prime Minister went to the
shooting complex and audio
visual centre to address the train-
ces ol BRSP, She also visited the
swimming  pool, gymnasium,
modern indoor cricket centre and
SPOrts science department.

Mark uncertain

over future
I\FP, Aelbonirg

Austrafian batsman Mark Waugh
conceded Saturday that his future
was now i the hands ol investi-
gators  probing cricket’'s berting

and match-lixing scandal

Waugh was guestioned Satug
cloy anver gl gations - 1UEL
20,000 1S dollars Indian
bookmaker Mukesh Gupta in 1

tarn lor team., pich and weather
intormaton during a 1993 tour-
nament in Hong Kong

Waugh, who maintained his
innocence, said he was not sure
his reputation would be restored

“That's not up to me, that's up
to the 1CC," he said.

It was only under threat of be
ing dropped from the national
team that Waugh agreed to he
interviewed,

ITF jr tennis

A total of sixteen first round
qualifying matches (boys singles)
ol the I'TEF Rajshahi International
Junior (U-18) Tennis Champion-
ships were held on the opening
day at the Rajshahi Tennis Com.
plex vesterday.

Chang You-Lun (I'pe), Young
Bum Sco (Kor), Yang Chia Cheng
(Tpe), Shen Yu-Da (Tpe), Tyun-
Joon Suk (Kor), Dipu Lal (Bangla-
desh), Seong Kim (Kor), Wu Yi-
Chang (Tpe), Rishi Behl (Ind),
Shiliqur Rahman  (Bang). Shih
Chuch Cheng (Tpe), Wooram Kin
(hor), Karan Rastogi (Ind), John
Sielke (USA), Kwang Mu Chung
(Kor) and Sed Justin Daniel (Ma
lavsia) moved into the second
round.

Nat'l Schools tourney

Scintillating Sabbir

EY' Y Cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

Sabbir scored a superb centuny 1o
propel Bangladesh Krira Shikkha
Protisthan (BKSP) to massive 179
-Cadet Child Care
in one of the six Standard Char
tered19th Natonal Schools Crickel
Championship matches held ai
diflerent city venues vesterday.

Sabbir hammered 103 as BRSP
piled up a 13 Tor fous
wickets in 35 overs at the Utlara
Police Lines ground. In reply, Pre
Cadet bovs were bundled out for
134.

The day's biggest win howevel
belonged 1o Bangladesh Adarsha
Niketon, who thrashed Maple Leal

- it the Tejgaon Poly

run win over Pii

Massivi

by 230 runs
technic ground

Bating lirst
on a exira
amass 298 tor six in the Stipulat |

Adarsha bovs rodi

BENCrous oc rnins o

1D DA LTS,
Miaple Leal, in their chas
tumbled®ffo 68 all outin 17 3 over
AMeanwhil TR | T |

matches ol the dav, Gandana High
School pulled off an exciting two

wicket win over Konabari MA
Kuddus High School at the Dh:
mondi Club ground, Motijh

Colony High School defeated Ma-
trichaya Pre-Cadet High School by
ive wickets at the Mirpur Ciny
(.lub ground.

Monipur High School recorded
a 72-run win against Shaheed L.
Selim  Shikkalava at the Mirpur
Outer Stadium and Nabakumar
Institute beat Student Computer-
1Ised School by six wickets at the
Uttara Friends Club ground.

BRILF SCORES

Adarsha Nikaton vs Maple Leaf
Adarsha Nikaton: 295 for six in 35
overs ( Atik 62, Extras 82, Riaz 53,
Mohiuddin 53)

Maple Leal 68 all out in 17.3
overs {(Adnan 19; Jashim 4/18, Niaz
1/1)

Result: Adarsh Nikaton won by
230 runs.

Gandaria School vs Konaban
School

honaban School 17
Ruhul 47
Yousuf 2/15)

Gandaria School 1
in 24.5 overs (Sajal 52, Labu 42,
Jashim 4/2

Result: Gandaria High School
won by 2 wickets.

Matrichaya Pre-Cadet vs Mo-
tijheel Colony School

Matri Pre-Cadel

) for nine in
Alamegir 3/30,

' OVETS

71 lor cight

hava 172 all

out 1in \? (Rathan 42, Saikal
JU; Al-Amian 4752, Masum 4/25)

Motgheel Colony 173 lor live in
23 overs (Amit 50, Zahid 42: UJzzal
4/32)

Result: Motijheel Colony High
School won by 5 wickets.

Monipur High School vs Lt
Selim Shikkhalaya

Monipur School 220 for nine in
35 overs (Tias 33, Amzad 30, Tapu
32, Manna 29; Shahidullah 2/37.
Sorhab 2/24

1L Sehim
out 1n J31.2 overs (Faisal 37.
23; Amzad 4/20, Ashik 2/16)

Result: Monipur High School
won by 72 runs.

Nabakumar Institute vs Stu-
dent Computerised School

Nabakumai
seven in 35

y OVOTS

HFI .-;' !-.il‘lll

138 all
':In'l.”dr

for
overs (Raub 41, Extras
70; Maruf 2/17, Alamgir 2/23
Student Computensed School
209 tor four in 24 .4 overs (Mamun
Hb, Masum 52: Suijon 3/26
Result: Student Computerised
School won by 6 wickets.
Pre-Cadet Child Care vs BKSP
BKSP 313 for 5 Overs
Sabbar 103, Maru 5t |
Pre-Cadet 134 all
overs (Anwar -
2/9, Rubaivat 2

Result: BKSP won by 179 runs.

3 —_
l-.'.'ll

:-E.«""_]Tl'

eight in 35 «
L1pu 2/3;
-’rljl fr" 'rr-I 4|

10, Sabbir

Sajib

Moin and co NZ

“1. Cricket

AFP, Karael

I'he Pakistan cricket team bol
stered by pacer Shoaib Akhtar left
for Now Zealand on Salurday 1o

play live one-davers and three
est matches in their six-wecek
1Ol

Captain Moin Khan hopes

Pakistan will not hind difliculiy in
beatung New Zealand

‘We have a balanced team and
Shoaitb Akhtar
pace attack,” he said

Plaving awav senes have be
COMme maori
the pressure of home fans 1s not
there,” Khan said

Pakistan plavs five one-day in-
ternationals and three
their tour ol New Zealand with the
hirst one-day international starting
in Auckland on February 17,

I'hev will leave for England in
Mav to play two Tests and a tn-

has bolstered our

casier lor us becaust

lesis on

involving world cham
pions Australia

Pakistan's squad has two new
uncapped plavers in left handed
opener Imran Farhat and pacer
Mohammad Sami, both 20

l'he team for the first time is
laced with a compuler soltware
programme which would help
players it their performance and

| onent’s

W |I| L ;‘.1'\".

; weaknesses,
_ |

Australia and South Africa have
been using similar programmes
and India has recently employed
one to enhance performance level
thev said

[his s a data based pro-
gramme wherein ball by ball clip-
pings ol players detect their short-
comings and il properly used can
perch Pakistan on top of Test
rankings,” information technology
consultant Ejaz Sandhu told AFP.

Sandhu, a club cricketer, who
developed the software, claims
Pakistan would not have lost a
three-Test series to England 1-0

bound

late last year had this programme
been used earlier

We have analysed all New
Zealand play ind are readyv for
the series i and the field,
analyst Nauman Niaz said

Niaz, who will assist computer
illiterate coach Javed Miandad,
said all New Zcaland players are
on largeil. .

"How Nathan Astle oul
and how Daniel Vettori bowls is
there and after New Zealand we
will target the English and Austra-
lian plavers,” he said

SQUAD

Moin Khan (captain), Inzamamul
Haqg (vice-captain), Saced Anwar,
Imran Nazir, Imran Farhat, Shahid
Alndi, Salim EGlahi, Yousuf You-
hana, Abdur Razzak, Mohamad
Sami, Shoaib Akhrar, Wasim Ak-
ram, Waqar Younis, Saqlain
Mushtaqg, Mushtag Ahmed and
A\zhar Mahmood

Coach: Javed Miandad

Manager: Faqir Aizazuddin

g2els

Waugh wants more

KV Y1 Cricket
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steve Waugh may

his side through an
summer since the advent ol one
day cricket, but he is lar [rom sat-
i“\l-ll'l!.

Australia clinched the finals ol
the triangular limited-over tour-
nament here Friday night over the
West Indies 2-0 alter carlier having
waon all eight preliminary matches,
also involving Zimbabwe.

But Waugh will not allow the
tcam (o rest on its laurels, par-
tcularly with the gruelling tour ol
India beginning next week.

1 said alter the tour of New
Zealand (last March) that it was
only the beginning of what we
could achieve,” Waugh said Satur-
dav.

1 stll believe we can get beter
and play better cricket.

“Even though we've won every
pame this season, there is plenty
of room for improvement.”

However Waugh said the team

realised it had enjoved “a prety
good summer”

P

e ———— - —

have become
the first Australian captain to lead
unbeaten

s a big achievement, we
probablhv haven't realised how big
the achievement is, but in time i
will be recognised
We plaved good ericket all the

through. The guys have
hard and deserve their

Wy
worked

SUCCESS,

[he highlight of Fniday's sec-
ond final was Mark Waugh's Aus-
tralian record limited-overs score
of 173.

Mark Waugh said the innings

STEVE WAUGH

showed he was able to cope with
maintaining his form despite the
pressure ol ofl-lickd ¢vents with
his alleged links to an Indian
bookmaker.

His innings reinforced his
mental toughness, even though it
is a trait for which he has so olten
failed 1o receive credit.

“I've always thought I was rea-
sonably tough.” he said.

"You don't play 100 Tests and
200 one-day internationals with-
out having something about you.”

Waugh's innings surpassed the
previous Australian record one

day score of 154, set by Adam
Gilchrist here two years ago.

And it was also his highest

score for Australia. even including

l'est matches.

Waugh also became only the
fifth player to reach 8.000 one-day
runs joming Indian pair Sachin
l'endulkar and Mohammad Azha-
ruddin plus West Indian Desmond
Ilavnes and Sri Lankan Aravinda
e Selva

His contury was also his 17th at
one-day level, placing him equal
third behind tendulkar with 27
and Pakistan’s Saecd Anwar with
9.




