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WSG-Nimbus,
BCCSL deal

ﬂ.FP, Colombo

rﬂw Board of Control for Crickel in

»
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Sri Lanka (BCCSL) Thursdav an-
nounced that it had awarded the
imternational radio and television
rights for the upcoming England
tour o World Sports Group-
Nimbus (WSG-Nimbus).

Earlier, BCCSL had withdrawn
a three-year contract awarded to
WSG-Nimbus, accusing them of
violating conditions of their
agreement.

The BCCSL said they had now
partly resolved the differences and
granted rights only for the Eng-
land tour which will include three
one-day intemationals and three
Test matches,

The BCCSL initnally entered
into an agreement with  WSG-
Nimbus for sponsurship rights for
a three year period in December,
but the deal was off last month.

With the coollapse of the
agreement, there was a danger ol
the England tour, which begins
with a test match on February 22,
not being televised internationally

The Cricker Board said in a
statement last month that WSG-
Nimbus failed 1o provide the re-
guired bank guarantee and there-
fore the agreement was broken.

However, other cricket sources
said that WSG-Nimbus did not
provide the bank guarantee be-
cause the board failed to provide
confirmation for the itinerary for
the entire three vear period till
2003,

Condon to tour
New Zealand

AP, Aucliand

Cricket's anti-corruption head Sir
Paul Condon will visit New Zea-
land on February 15 as par of his
inquiry into match-fixing, officials
said Thursday.

He will meet members of the
New Zealand Crcket's Commis-
sion of Inquiry into corruption -
retired judge Sir lan Barker, lawver
Nick Davidson and assisting coun-
sel Tim Gresson.

It s not known if Condon will
ask 10 speak to former New Zea-
land captain Martin Crowe, who
was named by an Indian Ceniral
Bureau ol Invesugation (CBI) re-
port as having connections with a
bookmaker.

The report claimed Crowe, and

other intermational cricketers,
received money from bookmaker
MK Gupia

Crowe has admitted receiving
3.000 American doflars from
Gupta. who he belhieved was a
journalist, for a “captain’s diary’
series of articles. He says he broke
off contact with Gupta when hv
realised he was a bookmaker.

The Indian report claims
Crowe received 20,000 dollars.

Crowe has denied anv sugges-
tion of wrongdoing and has said
he will cooperate with New Zea-
land Cricket's inquiry,

Condon, a former head of
Britain's Metropolitan  Police
Force, 1s in Melboume where he
will on Saturday interview Austra-
lian cricketer Mark Waugh, also
named in the CBI report

Kind ACB

REUTERS., Melbourne

The Australian Cricket Board
(ACB) will ask television viewers of
Friday's one-dav match between
Australia and West Indies (o do-
nate money to victims of the In-
dian earthquake.

“There will be an appeal going
through the Nine Network right
through the commentary tomor-
row encouraging people to nng
through o the World Vision tele-
phone network to assist in sup-
porting this very worthy cause,”
ACB chairman Denis Rogers told a
news conference on Thursday.

“There are people sleeping
outside. Deadly disease is just
waiting to launch itself so we have
1o do something quickly.”

The Kutch region near the
Pakistan border was worst hit in
the January 26 guake, which killed
an estimated 50,000 peopic.

Australia named a J4-man
squad on Thursday for a three-
Test series against India, starting
next week  Nustralia s caplan
Steve Waugh, knesan tor his char-
ity work in India, said his playvers
would do what they could durnng
the 1our,
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AGENCIES, Molbourme

Brian Lara admitted on Thursday
he had not lived up to expecta-
tions on the Australian tour but
hopes to redeem himself in the
West Indies home series against
South Alnca.

“The amount of reliance that
was placed an myself for the one-
davers and the Test series was
something 1 didn't live up to,”
Lara told reporters on Thursday
ahead of Friday's second final ol
the Carlton tournament againsi
Australia in the best-of-three se-
res.

"It’s something that I relish bul
I didn't live up toit.

"We've got a tough
coming up against South Africa at
home. Hopefully, 1 can pay back
the West Indies the amount ol
investment they've had.”

The ex-captain said: "I had
three months to sort mysell out. |
didn't have a great series in Eng-
land. 1 didn't have a good sences
here in Australia but it's sport and
hopefully I can pick up a bit.”

Australia won the Test senes 5-
0, meeting little resistance, espe-
cially when the gifted left-hander
went cheaply.

lara made just 321 runs at an
average of 32.1 with just one score
over 50, an awesome knock of 182
in the third Test.

In the Carlton limited-overs se-
ries against Australia and Zim-

SOeries

babwe. the lormer West Indies
captain has contributed 372 runs
at 53.1, including one century, bul
West Indies have lost all hive ol
their matches to Australia, . in-
cluding Wednesday's first final.

lara said he wanted the
vounger players in the West Indics
side like Marlon Samuels and
Ramnaresh Sarwan. both 20, to
*come forward and make a name
[or thémselves .

“It remember when L was 21, 22,
| relished the opportunity (o go
cott there and bat with Desmond
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Huviies and  outshine  Richie

Richardson,” Lara sand
"It s the toughest tour they can
have come on and maybe from
here they can kick-start their ca-
reers.”
Australian

captain Steve

e

Lara's confession

Waugh was in no mood for lend-
ing a hand to the struggling Win-
dies, citing three good reasans (o
press for a quick and clinical end
to the finals series.

He said: "No Australian side
has ever been undefeated for a
whole season and two more days
at home (before departing lor
India next week), that's plenty ol
incentive.

“And 1 think we still haven't
played our best game ol one-day
cricket for the season.”

However, Lara said he has been
the target of Australian sledging all
summer but he revels In it

lara was struck by a Glenn
McGrath delivery in Wednesday
night's first one-day final at the
Sydney Cricket Ground and then
exchanged angry words with Aus-
tralian pair Ricky Ponting and
Michacl Bevan,

“I've been trashed all summer
and if | can't do it with the bat I'll
do it with my mouth,” Lara said.

"It's a part | enjoy actually, so |
have no problems with it at all.

"We're in the final stage ol the
tour, we haven't won anything, i
was just a bit of a heated moment.

“T'hat's cricket, there was a few
things to be said out there and it
will be left out there.”

Lara was hopeful the exchange
was not captured by the on-pitch
microphones that picked up
Shane Warne's expletives in a one-
daver against Zimbabwe.

"I hope it didn't get into any ol
the microphones,” he said.

Kasprowicz coming

EY Y} Cricket
AFP, swinev

Australian captain Steve Waugh
Thursday hailed Michael Kaspro-
wicz's retum for this month's
cricket tour of India saving he was
the strong character needed to
succeed on the sub-continent

Kasprowicz won the final place
in Australia's 14-man Test squad
Thursday, edging out leg-spinner
Stuart MacGill and pacemen Andy
Bichel, Don Nash and Nathan
Bracken as the replacement for the
injured Breu Lee. .

The Queenslander was re-
warded for his heroic perform-
ances on Australia’'s last tour to
India in 1998 when he bowled to
the point of exhaustion as a badly-
undermanned side went down 2-1
in the series

On that wwur \ustraha
withowt the three Tast bowlers that
will partner Kasprowicz on this
tour — Glenn McGrath, Jason
Gillespic and Damien Fleming —
while Paul Wilson and Paul Reillel
both broke down mid-tour and
Shane Warne was hampered by a
shoulder injury.

That left Kasprowicz to carry
the fight 1o Indian master Sachin
Tendulkar in searing heat and
sapping humidity but he still
managed to single-handedly win
Australia the third Test in Banga-
lore.

On that occasion he ook 5-28
as Australia won its first Test In
India since its last senes win there
in 1969-70

Waugh said those ellorts were
not lorgotten when 1t came o
picking the squad (o depant on
[ uesday, even though Kasprowicz
has plaved only one Ffrsi-class
match since returning lrom a
shoulder reconstruction.

"You need strong characters on
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a tour to India,” Waugh said ol
Kasprowicz.

‘What we are looking for in the
\ustralian side is a strong unit
with guys who are tough and re-
sthent.”

Despite losing eight kilograms
in India last time, Kasprowicz can
hardly wait to retum.

"At one stage ! thought "l
you're going to keel over, it may as
well be out there plaving lor your
country’.” he said ol his previous
Indian expenence.

While Kasprowicz
lighted ar his call-up, there was
disappointment for MacGill.

Despite performing well in this
summer's 5-0 whitewash of the
West Indies in the absence of the
injured Warne, MacGill was over-
looked.

Veteran ofl-spinner  Colin
\iller will partner Warme, who
nroved his recovery from a broken
tinger throughout the one-day
series against the West Indies and
Zimbabwe.

MacGill, who has taken 75 Test
wickets in 16 matches compared
to Wame's 66 in 21 matches since
making his debut in January 1998,
refused to discuss his non-

was dv

Federer ready
for Americans

Reuters, sasle

Roger Federer will follow up his
first ATP Tour success by leading
Switzerland's Davis Cup side
against the mighty United States
this weekend.

New US captain  Patrick
Mol nroe would be wise to be wan
ol a Swiss line-up who forced
Australia to five tough matches
before surrendering 3-2 last year

selechon,

HHowever Waugh said MacGill
was no more unlucky (o miss oul
than in-form batsmen Darren
| chmann and SimopKatich

“It's tough, he is a tremendous
bowler who loves the big match
occasion,” he said of MacGill.

"But it's the luck of the draw
There are always going to be un
lucky players when vou have gol a
strong side and a strong squad.”

Warne's ability to bowl [ar
more tidily than MacGill won him
the nod with the selectors know
ing full well what a toll Tendulkar
takes on any loose deliveries on
the Mat batting wickets in India

| hree  years lendulkar
humiliated Warne but at that stage
the champion  leggie's bowling
shondder was virtually ruined

Waugh believes Warne
relish a relurn meeting wikh
grealest lormentor.

"He's a great bowler Wamie,”
Waugh said. "You always back him
in a tough-situation and Shane is
keen for the challenge.”

Waugh said the key to success
in India was how they coped as a
team with the difficult conditions
saying the team had the individual
talent to be successful,

“It's more important how we
acl as a team over there and enjoy
the country and the culture rather
than complaining about it as some
teams have in the past

"We've got the players so our
attitude will be the key.

Australia leave lor
Tuesday.

SQUAD

Steve Waugh (captain). Adam
Gilchrist (vice-captain), Damien
Fleming, Jason Gillespie, Matthew
Havden, Michael Kasprowicz,

ﬂuil

will
his

India next

jusun Langer, Damien Marivn,
Glenn McGrath, Colin  Miller,
Rickv Ponting. Michael Slater,

Shane Warne, Mark Waugh,

|
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Vaughan's
reminder

REUTERS, Colombo

Early exit for

K ATennis

:\.FP. Pearis

Top seed Marn Uierce of France
sulfered a shock opening match
defearl at the 565,000-dollar Paris
Indoor Open WIA tournament
here  Wednesday  when  she
crashed 1o Anne Kremer of Lux-
embourg.

The world number eight,
playing in her first tournament in
France since being crowned
French Open champion last June,
was the second seed to fall in two
days after fifth-secded compatriot
Sandrine Testud's exit Tuesday.

HHowever seventh seed Amy
| razier of the United States and
france's  Amelie  Mauresmo,
cighth, remained on track ad-
vancing 1o the second round alter
winning their opening ties in
straight sets earlier Wednesday,

Pierce, who only made her re-
urm 1o competition last month
alter a four-month absence be-
cause of a shoulder injury, had
been favourite following the with-
drawal of American Serena Wil
liams and received a first round
bve.

 Put the Cleveland-based
plaver, who said prior to the
match that playing in France mo-
tivated her, gave a less than in-
spired p:.-r]‘nmmncv agalnst

Kremer, ranked 35, who needed
just 64 minutes for a 6-3. 6-3
sSOeOre,

“Anne played well during the
match and at the important mo-
ments,” concedod Plerce.

And Pierce, who underwent
eye surgery o San Diego  two
weeks ago. said that problems

with herwision and lack of light on

Pierce

court had contributed to her de
feat.

It's been two weeks and nor
mully that should be okay. 1hi
right eye is okay, but the left eve is
only average.

1 don't think

there was

enough light, 1 asked Monday il
they could increase the light, but
maybe it wasn't possible.”

—

PHOTO STAR

Tapan Chowdhury, managing director of Square Pharmaceuticals,
addressing a press conference organised in connection with the Square
Golf Tournament at the NSC yesterday.

J

Michael Vaughan staked his claim
for England’'s final batting place
for the first Test later this month
with a patient 57 late in the day
against a Sri Lankan Board Presi-
dent's X1 on Thursday.

Vaughan, vying for the middle-
order spot with Graeme Hick,
helped steer England to 307-9 al
the close of first day ol the lour
day match. Earlier skipper Nasscr
Hussain had topscored with #1

\’uuglmn. joined at the crease
by Craig White with England on
153-5, hit only three fours in his
127 -ball stav.

But with White notching a
rapid 64, including nine fours and
a six oll just 70 detiveries, the pair
put on a valuable 113,

Both succumbed to Ravindra
Pushpakumara, Vaughan edging
oul 1w  wicketkeeper  Prasanna
Javawardene  while White  was
caught by Dinnuk Hettiarachehi,

Pashpakumara, the pick of the
Sri Lankan bowling attack, ended
the day with figures of three for 75
as England’s lower order typically
crumbled — the last four wickets
of the day lalling Tor 17 runs.

Hick, meanwhile, suffered
again, making just 15 runs belore
falling to the ofl-spin ol Thilan
Samarawecera. I'ngland had
elected to bat after winning the
toss and Hussain put on a steady
53 for the first wicket with Michael
Atherton.

Hussain, who struggled with
the bat on the recent tour of Paki-
stan, made a timely return o
form, striking 12 fours and a six

The England captain's innings
proved crucial alter Atherton was
bowled for 22 by Sujeewa de Silva
and Graham Thorpe joined him in
the pavilion four deliveries later
withoult scoring.

SCOREBOARD

Scorchoard on the first day of a
four-day match between a Sri
| ankan Board President’'s XI and
I .ngland on Monday:

I NGLAND: First innings
Viherton b de Silva

A un clwardene b S wieera
| harpe ¢ | wardene b de Silva |
SIeAVITL S one |

Hick ¢ Mubarak b S'w

\Vaughon ¢ P'wardence D P Kumara )

White ¢ “L]hi'alli'LI.IHH.H'-i [y

Giles ¢ Sweera b P'kumara

Crolt Ibw b de Silva !
Caddick not out 21
C:ough not out 3
I'xtras: (nh-9) Y
fotal: (For 9 wkits in 90 overs) JO7

I‘'all of wickets: 1-53, 2-53, 3-96,

1-132. 5-153, 6-266, 7-274, 8-279,
9-283

Bowler 0O M R W
P kumara 19 y S 3
D Silva 17 3 65 3
Il chchi 30 8 83 I
S weera 21 e 2
Mubarak 2 0 B ()
I"ratne | ] | 0

Satkhira cricket

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhi

Artans Club and Gana Mukhi
Sangha won their respective
matches in the Acme First Division
Cricket League

At Satkhira Stadium, Arnans
deleated PK Union Club by 51
runs.

Winning the toss, Arians made
201 runs for all in 45 overs.

In reply, PK Union were all out
[or 150 in 40.2 overs.

A\t Satkhira Government
lege Ground, Gana Mukhi
lcated United Club by 4 wickets

Winning the United
scored 179 llINiI]H all wickets in 45
OVETS,

In replay, Gana Mukhi made
183 runs losing six wickets in 422
OVLUETS.

Int'l U-18
tennis

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Rajshalii

Col-
de-

[O)SS,

\ week-long International Junio
(1J-18) Tennis Championships will
start  tomorrow at the Rajshaln
Fennis complex

A total of 98 tennis plavers
from 19 countries including hosts
Bangladesh are expected to par-
ticipate in the tournament,

Square Golf
from today

Srorts REPORTER

The Third Square Golf Tourna-
ment begins at the picturesque
Kurmitola Golf Club course today:.

Chief of Army Staff Lt Gen Ha-
run-Ar Rashid, who is also presi-
dent of the KGC, will inaugurate
the 14-hole tournament as the
chiefl guest at 7:30 in the morning

A total of 300 golfers will take
part in the meet,

A press conference in this con-
nection was held at the National
Sports Council conference room
vesterday,

Fapan Chowdhury, managing
director of the Square Pharma-
couticals Limited, and KM Sailul

(slam, the general manager, m-rj

present at the briefing.

: PHOTOD AFP
Australian Davis Cuppers Patrick Rafter (R) and Lleyton Hewitt listen to something during a practice session In
Perth yesterday.

KC_ A Tennis

AFP, Perth

Australia, last vear's losing Davis
Cup finalists, are hot favourites o
beat Ecuador in a first-round tie
starting on the grass at Royal Kings
Park here Friday.

But the home team, with the
memory of a shock defeat by Zim
babwe at home in 1998, will b
taking no chances against the rank
oulsiders from South America

New captain John Alexande:
and coach Wally Masur have gond

out 0l thewr way 1o warn their team

Ruscdski and Tim Henman, al
Wimbledon last July
'he draw for the Perth e was
lo take place later | hursday
Australia's drive for victory will
be led by 19-vear-old world num

ber six Lleyton Hewitt and dual US
Open winner Pat Ralter, 28, wi
will play singles.

World number one doubles
player Todd Woodbridge, a siy
times Wimbledon champion, 18

about the dangers ol compla
CENcCcy

1 hey havt T",,”t.l!tu“‘k drawn
artention to Ecuadors achu
ment in secunng 4 -2 win ag
Gireat DBievtam., speaheaded by Cacy

Davis Cup tie against Ecuador

Australia favourites

l'\l-t‘l,'h'i (0 be parinen d by big-
serving Wayne Arthurs.

Brothers Nic
Lapentu, Luis M
Deleon make up Ecuador's

Nicolas Lapentl 24 -year
world number 2
and
doubles

Glovanm LA

las and Giovanni
ind Thony
~--{I1.n1
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Nirti ind
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Raul

comlortal 1' witl 115

ieam s underdog status

We are in a similar situatio

when wi pl.i*.mi Great Britain lasl

W he said. Nobody ex)
s 10 win, and when we did |
the highlight ol the year T Spornt
in Lcuadorn
| 1) SLUDp. youn Kno
Ikl | £ 5.:]. ind tha
15 our mentality we came hers
early 1o work on the grass an | wi
have been practi e hard
-. IViEerr sd '. \',I 1 . 1ol Nty was
cuador's trump card, but his
voungel brother was also devel
oping into a world-class player
.\-,1‘. t ] 1Al ' is fli1'-|u L. LI

"n;l'[-ii: in 1994 "l :I.\ nas nad

i'HI”'l
ubles Tor us.” he

an 'Jilf‘h.‘il'!ﬂ‘-h: record In
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a former world num-
has a ine 37-16 win-loss
record in Dawvis ( up mals hoes,

[he tie has been given exira
spice after Nicolas Lapentti's out-
burst criticising Hewill' s expres-
ourt behaviour.

It's not nice what he does,
Lapentti said, referring to Hewitt's
habit of motivating himsell on
court with fist-pumping and yell-

SIVE OnN-={

Iing

Masur entered the verbal
jOusiing. saving |Ih"_~.' should just
look at their own house. If thesy
want to play LLevton, just g ul

indd play him hard and deal with il
{(1n 1i11_'

'hev all whine oll the court
it's no good

Hewitt, who faced similar criti--

cism Irom Spanish star Alex Coi
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. | n |
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I(A Tennis

r\l:P‘ [ -i!;.-f:'l.'

Former tennis champion Borns
Becker admitted Wednesday alter
a paternity test in London that h
is the father ol a child born 1o the
Russian model Angela Ermakova

It was just the lastest twist In
his increasingly public and tangled
emotional life, coming only days
after Becker finalised the divorce
[rom his wile of seven years, Bai
bara -- and alter reporis ol a new
love in his lif

| do accept thi fatherhood™ ol
Frmakova s 10-month-old
daughter Anna, Becker said in a

Angela’s child

"Children are the inn nis
this world 1l do whats r | can
(o sce that Anna is a happy littk
;.L'l! i the fgture n ald

Frmakova said s was relieved
Recker had admitied i Anna s
[ather. Some reports sal | she had
heen claiming 4.8 million dollars
(5 1 million euros) Irom Becker 1n
a paternity suit being hea .
|HI"I'-|'F!"I"'1.‘|'ET'- 14 losed doors

rhe Russian model, 33, has
said that she ar { Becker, also 35,

! Wiy while he

199 Wimbl

his lasl

\i‘ll'lt'r'l"-.t'tl the ba

laving in the |

was p
don tennis tournament
ds a pi fesstonal plavel

Becker's sta N aid
DNA paternity (€S ok place in
London last weck

Boris’

e tha h this declaration all
| S < of the last weeks
1re endd
I | 1 <l In Sialen ni
g er London law
ors. AMishcon de Reva | he last
few months have been very dilh
cult for Anna and 1, especially
given some of the allegations
made about me in the media

| am very relieved that Anna’s
{ather. Bons Becker, has now a

cepted the situation

She added that she hoped to be

able 1o “resolve inancial matters

with the lormer tennis star in the

near luture
| look forward to beginning a

wrtien statement I\‘-\lll'd h‘\ hl‘* ||-1 an ipparen Uiusion 1) maore normal hife ‘-"-l”'l m\ Jl”gh
communications director Roberl German press reports that kr- (o
Lucbenoff in London and Munich. makova had made hersell preg Becker's tangled private life has
"1 accept the responsibility and  jant by "stealing” his sperm alter  rarely been out of the news in
will care for little Anna,” he added. 40 oral sex a ker added: °1 recent months
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