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OB usiness Awards

A salute to the business heroes b bl

. STAR INESS REPORT country, chief executives, academicians President Mahbubur Rahman. "Andwe, the  drumbeat, a curtain of smoke engulfed the As they received their awards, their faces  jointlywon the Enterprise of the Year award,
_ and government officials gathered at 7 pm  businessmen, had been ignored as the podium and a spectrum of lights danced  beamed with pride and, under the spot-  said: “Today's evening teaches us to attain
t was a completely new at the hotel's Ball Room to salute the creatures of the mundane world. The uponthedaiswiththemusic. light, they talked of their successes and the  business heights through integrity. excel-
experience for the country's unsung heroes who are building the coun-  Bangladesh Business Awards will give us The anchorperson said, "Today we have  odds they bad to brave to make the flagship  lence, commitment and newinitiatives. "
business community. For long,  try's economy and have generated thou- dueﬁrecogmtiﬂn." . gathered here to recognise the successes f}f companies ff)l"[hl:{‘Uil!‘III"j-’. While expressing his feeling, an excited
pen of this country have been sandsofjobs. Foreign Investors' Chamber of the people who have made their fortunein =~ An emotion-choked Samson H Chairman of Concord Engineers and
reprimanded for profiteering, siphoning off The curiosity was there right from the = Commerce and Industry (FICCI) President  the tough world of business with high Chowdbury, who won the Business Person  Construction Ltd which also won the
bank money and evading taxes. No one  beginning. Many wanted to know off the Wali Bhuiyan was also upbeat about the ethical standards.” of the Year award, found it hard to express Enterprise of the Year award, SM
actually talked about a private sector, which  récord the name of the people who had introduction of the awards, And it was exactly the ethical standards  his feelings in words, He could only say a  Kamaluddin said- “This kind of recognition
also works honestly, maintains high ethical  bagged the Bangladesh Business Awards By 7.45 pm, the foyer of the hotel was  and business successes thatwere honoured  fewwords. "Ilove work. I believethatnoone  will bring about a positive awareness about
standards and vet makes profits. introduced by The Daily Star and DHL. almost full. Name any of the economicand  atthe ceremony. can ‘il?t‘?in’ﬂl-i‘iirﬂ'hﬂifhﬁ'“rﬁhl* wanistobe  the country s business community. "
" With the intention to recall and recog- But more than thar, the guests were full  business giants, and he or she was there. Mahfuz Anam, the Editor of the Daily aheadoleverybody.” Earlier, Finance Minister SAMS Kibria
nise the contributions of a responsible of appreciation about the innovative The audience was in a festive mood - they  Star, read out the citations highlighting the Outstanding Woman in Business award  who was the chief guest of the function said
private sector. The Daily Star and DHL approach to honour the builders of the Jaughed, talked and dranksoftdrinks. Itwas  achievements of the award winners before  receiver Salina Akther, who infactstolethe  the country needs a shift from negative
Worldwide Express organised a gala event ~ economy. aSaturday night and theirspiritswerehigh.  theannouncementof the names. show, said: ° I am very happy because the  mindset to positive trends so that the coun-
at Sonargaon Hotel on January 3 1o give the "So far, only the singers, poets and writ- Finally, the programme began and Amidst pin drop silence, the nameswere  honouris notbestowed onlyonme, butalso  try can move forward.
Bangladesh Business Awards for the first  ershayebeenrecognisedfor theircontribu-  guests took seats at dinner tables. Lights  read out. And then the audience broke the  on the whole women community,” DHL Bangladesh Country Manager
time in the country tions to the sociefy,” said Internationmal were putoff and aspotlightbroughtanicely  silence and showed honour to the winners A delighted Feroz Rahim, Managing Desmond Quiah themkeewfr-fnh{f fortaking
Hundreds of top businesspersons of the Chamber of Commerce-Bangladesh decorated dais in view. Then with a high  withcheersand claps. Director of Rahimafrooz (BD) Ltd, which partin the awarding ceremony.
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Samson H Chowdhury takes a break during his work b
A sail thru' thi
TRl S L A Salina Akther, a symbol of success, poses with the Outstanding Woman in Business award :
BUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR 2000 1 | B » d hit th :
| —— || Braving all odds to hit the acme |
AHMED :‘;?ﬁ?ﬁ:{:ﬁﬁ a}f’}f:’a'(‘i“slng company, doingitsbestto  you slow down, or else you will be taken over by your ~; 2
| longthe dusty roads of Ataikhola village, ayoung  prettygood. products, some of them selling cﬂmpﬁ:jtors." explains Chowdhury. "I remember a big PR \ 2
man cycled his way to Pabna town everyday, But in 1975, a Belgium pharma R r sy Itehows; thioyusand of cycllsts ! " H
Sometimes, when the bicycle broke down, he  targeted Square. Officials of }E:ssen ;E:::gc; Bl e i i eldagic s vririen: Lygustp, youwil | SALI NA AKF HER
availed himself of a bus o his 12-kilometer destination.  subsidiary of Johnson & Johnson Internati o I ta,  Derunover.This in essence tells the success story of any i i 4
People would also see him going to market, buying raw  came to Bangladesh and went all the wa;::ﬂl’ag:: 'I‘ht: ;- - conipany. - é | ATTTrCT \ . 1QQ THE VE ‘ |
materials for his 'plant’ and then walking back hoime, saw for themselves the operation of 9€iﬂnrz Itis often an intriguing tale how Chowdhury became L ()“ _l_f” I__f\ND[ NG WOMAN IN BUMN[:bE’_ OF 1 H_t YEAR ‘2900 ; "
; m ::hllp ans, His back bent with the over-  Pharmaceuticals and finally chose it as a licencee of their the country's leading entrepreneut. His father was a | |
87 ~ Today, ﬁ:emlwaﬁ;milmtmmlm‘ ~ products. Thus, Square received the permission to 001" Who had a small medicine store in Pabna town. SHAHRIAR KARIM a good thought, even at that age, and came to '
it . Htrlﬁn “'-: ts n?phlshﬂmccinaMMIl— produce seven Janssen products under its own brand Hmi'lsoused to practice there. — " the condlusion that she should play the role of
afford in the coun 'I-'hnegreymﬂ? of zlmmonek? VA gt M|Y father was my role model in every sense,” says lashback 1979, Playground of a girls' a person who has to have some sort of entre-
his age. But the la!uny!‘:detﬂ'nﬂn;:zn ix still. o of It was a turning point in the sense that we came Ch hury, adding "he gave us moral teachings, set our schoolin Dhaka where the annual sport  preneurial skills. _ |
face. His eyes still glitter with Bope a;:l vtsin?é:ﬂihcg dcross new technology. We got the firsthand experience ethical standards and inspired us in reaching our goals." IS going on. A young girl of class five clad lo some extent, that was the beginning of a

~ The turning point of his company was in 1975, Unil

and moral standards still help him walk tall. Yes, he is
Samson H Chowdhury (75), Chairman of the country's
top conglomerate, Square Group.

~ Samson ry is a totally self-made man who

| mwliﬂamw+WBrakemmundaf
~ the country’s pharmaceutical sector, making his m::f
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of what global pharmaceutical giants were doing, how
they maintained quality and excelled in their business.
We could then quickly adapt ourselves to this newworld
of M;ﬂnlﬂ;lch Il;nedd'l;ine ;:mductlon. 50, when the govern-
ment made the leyin 1982, we could conve
chemical lofonnulgli;gn.w 35
Samson Chowdhury has his own motto in business
and Itis targeted towards excellence and challenge.
“Tbelieve that youean never stop in business, nor can

50, Samson Chowdhury also wanted to be a doctor. At
the age of seven, he was sent to a school in Mymensingh.
Living in hostel, he learnt to be independent and to
perceive work as a logical outcome of life.

"1 even leant to cook and once [ stood first in our
cooking class," says Chowdhurywith asmile.

After completing his matriculation, Chowdhury went
to Kolkata for further studies. He then completed Junior

SEE PAGE 19

in a lungi, a typical deshi fatua and a gamchha
wrapped around her head is shouting: "Do vou
need pickles?” She was a participant in the
Dress As You Like' event, And that young girl
chose to play the role of a pickle seller. While
mimicking the role of a pickle seller, she sold
pickles worth Tk 250,

Her decision to play the role of a pickle
seller was not merely a grade-five girl's wishful
thinking, Before taking the decision, she gave it

'to be woman entrepreneur . Now in 2001, that
very young girl runs a business enteprise of her
own. Her company, Aakor that produces and
sells handicrafts, sold products worth Tk 17
lakh last year. But she started the company
with a few thousand taka in August 1998,

Her relentless efforts made her the Best
Woman Entrepreneur of the Year 2000 awarded
by JOBS. However, things could have been

SEE PAGE 19




