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Breathing life into wood

Rajaul Islam’s creative imagination on wood on display at Zainul Gallery
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thing of beauty is joy forever,
they say. And these words
come true all over again

when one sees the work of young
artist Rajaul Islam. Wood carving

comes to life at the hands of this
young man still pursuing his studies.

The artist is holding an exhibition
of his works titled Pipashartho Kath

(thirsty wood) at the Zainul Gallery in
the city.

Rajaul has created a world of
beauty of his own kind with exqui-
sitely carved forms and structures
on wood that only a very fine and
creative mind can come up with. A
simple process of woodcarving
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The Baily Star

Recognising their excellenc

Weekly Anannya honours ten leading women in the society with

the Anannya Top Ten Awards 2001

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Tasmima Hossain while addressing the function said

honoured ten women this year again. The
Anannya Top Ten Awards are a special honor for
the women in the country. The recipients of this years
awards are Hena Das (Politics), Prof Dr Tahmina
Valery Taylor (Social

I IKE every other year the weekly Anannya has also

Hossain

(Administration),

winners.

that not any of the women who had been honoured by
Anannya this year had born to win this award just like
that. But they, she said, have achieved this through their
struggle in the field of their choice. Anannya strives to
keep this struggle for excellence alive through their
awards, she said while congratulating these year's
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comes alive in the hands of this Welfare), Jahanara Begum (Handicrafts), Rokiya a Shamim Akhter, one of the recipients of the award Fair
young man in a very different form. Rahman (Entrepreneur), Barrister Salma Sohban (Law  and maker of the much-acclaimed movie Itihash Musical progamme in the evening
Rajaul has created structures and Human Rights), Ashalata Baidya (Liberation War),  Kannya said while accepting her award, that the libera- today.

that show imagination has no
bounds and this thirst of creative
imagination takes beautiful forms
under the guidance of his tools on
wood. A seemingly plain piece of
wood is curved, cut and dissected as
to create a shape that represents the
image that the artist has on his mind.

The contours of the shapes that
Rajaul has created are easy flowing
and creates a seemingly difficult
shape with ease on a piece of wood,
which in spite of its immobile and
static being, seem to be breathing
with life. Plant, leaves, fishes, flow-
ers and just about any other shape
curved on the wooden surface come
in a combination of the natural and
abstract forms.

Rajaul has a little bit of abstract
formsin all his creations, and itis this

and chiseled out to form a layered
creation. In some pieces the artist
has coloured out the different layers
as to make them more clear in their
appearance and visible to the naked

In Durga, for example, the
abstract representation of the ten
hands of the Hindu idol and a fea-
tureless face of Durga create a
picture of the idol that is clear in its
representation, and yet new and
differentinits lay out.

In Owl, he has chiseled out two
owls on a tree, and the picture
having been created on wood itself,
makes it all the more real-life like as
if two owls are actually peeping out
atviewers.

Rajaul pays attention to the tiny
details in his sculptures. This is very
apparent even in very tiny pieces as
Flower and Fish where, the barest
details of the structures have been
finely chiseled out.

There are other pieces on display
at the show that deserve apprecia-
tion and applaud. Nature, She,
Orchid, Kamala, Tradition are just a
few of those.

Rajaul says that the works of
many artists has inspired him, and
mentioned the works of Satish

that he could never imagine before
that carving and creating shapes out
of wood would be so fulfilling to his
artistic quest, and hopes to continue
with the medium.

Currently doing his MFA from the
Institute of Fine Arts of Dhaka
University, Rajaul works mostly from
the studio of his department.

He has also participated in a
number of group exhibitions in
different regions of the country. He
has also won a number of awards for
his creative work including the Class
Best Award from Rajshahi Art
College (1988), Best Award in Water
Colour at the Annual Art Exhibition,
Govt. Art College, Chittagong
(1989), and the Best Experimental
Work Award at the Annual Art
Exhibition at Charukala Institute
(1999).

The exhibition at Zainul Gallery is
his first solo on wood and has on
display 35 pieces of art created over
the past two years. The exhibition
ends tomorrow.

Shamim Akhter (Cinema), Zobera Rahman Linu

(Sports) and Momtaz Begum (Music).

The awards were formally handed over to the recipi-
ents at a glittering ceremony held at the main auditorium
of the National Museum at Shahbag on Sunday eve-

ning.

The ceremony was presided over by Tasmima
Hossain MP, the editor of the magazine, while poet
Shamsur Rahman was the chief guest at the function,
Dhaka University Prof. Zarina Rahman Khan also

attended the programme as a special guest.

While speaking at the function poet Shamsur
Rahman said that the society would have to change one
day or the other and expressed hope that women would
one day very soon be able to obtain all the rights that

they are entitled to.

tion war was the spirit with which the journey of this
country's people began. This was the spirit that had led
them to political awareness. She hoped that just like
now people talked about the political empowerment of
women, they would soon also have to acknowledge the
cultural empowerment of women as well.

Annanya introduced the Awards in 1993.. Executive
editor of the magazine Dil Monowara Monu in her
address of welcome said that she felt proud to note that
the magazine had been able to honour 80 women so far
for their contributions in different fields. She said that
Anannya since its inception strives to present role
models for the society to look up to

The award distribution ceremony was conducted by
Bonnya Lohani..

Tomorrow there will be a discussion
on "Demand and promise of the
21st century :
Language." Professor Mansur
Musa will present the key-note
paper while Prof. Abul Kalam
Monjur Morshed and Prof. Begum
Jahanarawill discuss on the paper.
Prof. Moniruzzaman will preside
over the programme. The evening
will be rounded up with the staging
ofaplay.

Film Festival and
Cultural Week

On the occasion of the 22nd
anniversary of the Victory day of
Islamic Revolution in Iran, office of
the Cultural Counsellor, Embassy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, Dhaka
has organised a Cultural and Film

Use of Bangla

merger of the real and the imagina- Image-5 Ezsr:ggﬂzﬁk ?hfsﬁﬂua/&ycigétmh(}el
- ) tive that make his shapes all the ) . auditorium at 4:00p.m. Professor
The artist: Rajaul Islam more exquisite. The wood is curved ~ ©Y® his work to a certain extent. He says Abu Sayeed, State Minister for

Information will inaugurate the
occasion as chiefguest.

Exhibitions of the holy Quran,
books, calligraphy, photo, poster,
handicrafts, engraving, video
documentary show, photographs
on historical places of Iran and
photographs on the Islamic
Revolution will be displayed
everyday from 9:00a.m to 5:00p.m.
till February 8. Films will be
screened from 4 to 8p.m. fill
February 8 and there will also be a
children drawing competition.

Coming of Age
An exhibition of paintings by
selected contemporary artists will
be held at the European Commis-
sion Residence on February 9 at
5:00p.m. venue: 177 Gulshan
Avenue. The exhibition is being
organised by Gallery 21. The
inaugural ceremony will be followed
by acultural event.

The exhibition will remain open
on February 10 & 11 from 3:00 -

The recipients of the Anannya Top Ten Awards 2000 with poet Shamsur Rahman (c) and Tasmima Hossain, MP (3rd
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