
Ghosts of Mississippi on HBO at 10 pm. Alec 
Baldwin stars as a dedicated young trial layer 
and Whoopi Goldberg as the victimised widow 
of the renowned civil rights leader Medgar Evers 
in this gripping true murder story.

PICK OF THE DAY
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Book Fair
Painting competition for children at 
10  in the morning. The theme for 
the competition is Birds of 
Bangladesh. Musical soiree in the 
evening at the premises of Bangla 
Academy.

Film Festival and 
Cultural Week
On the occasion of the 22nd 
anniversary of the Victory day of 
Islamic Revolution in Iran, office of 
the Cultural Counsellor, Embassy 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Dhaka has organised a Cultural 
and Film Festival Week on 
February 4 at the Bangladesh 
Shishu Academy auditorium at 
4:00p.m. Professor Abu Sayeed, 
State Minister for Information will 
inaugurate the occasion as chief 
guest. 

Exhibitions of the holy Quran, 
books, calligraphy, photo, poster, 
handicrafts, engraving, video 
documentary show, photographs 
on historical places of Iran and 
photographs on the Islamic 
Revolution will be displayed 
everyday from 9:00a.m to 5:00p.m. 
till February 8. Films will be 
screened from 4 to 8p.m. till 
February 8 and there will also be a 
children drawing competition.

   

Coming of Age
An exhibition of paintings by 
selected contemporary artists will 
be held at the European Commis-
sion Residence on February 9 at 
5:00p.m. venue: 177 Gulshan 
Avenue. The exhibition is being 
organised by Gallery 21. The 
inaugural ceremony will be followed 
by a cultural event.

The exhibition will remain open 
on February 10 & 11 from 3:00 - 
8:00p.m.

 DanceFestival

NAFID IMRAN AHMED

I
N every three persons I find a 
poet in this country'  that is how 
the pre-eminent Indian poet and 

novelist Sunil Gangapadhaya 
described the poetry loving people 
of  the country, while talking to The 
Daily Star on the concluding day of 
the two-day National Poetry Festival 
which ended in the city on February 
2. 

'Poetry festival is the festival of 
truth and beauty' was this year's 
slogan of the festival which attracted 
over 400 poets from accross the 
country and West Bengal ended 
with the call to unite against the 
oppression of poets and any evil 
design to clip the freedom of expres-
sion. 

Amid fanfare, with the tune of 
national anthem, the immortal song 
of  Ekushey's and the official poetry 
festival song 2001, poet Shamsur 
Rahman officially announced the 
15th National Poetry Festival 2001 

open at the library premises of the 
University of Dhaka on first day of 
February.   

Before the inaugural ceremony 
the National Poetry Council paid 
their respect to our national poet 

Kazi Nazrul Islam and artist 
Quamrul Hasan and palced bou-
quets on their graves. Floral tributes 
were also paid to the central Shahid 
Minar.

Front-ranking poets from West 
B e n g a l  s u c h  a s  S u n i l  
Gangapadhaya, Shamarendra 
Sengupta, Anil Sharkar, Joydeb 
Bashu, Bivash Roy Chowdhury, 
Monorama Bisoyal Mohapatra, 
C h a n d r a k a n t a  M u r a s i n g ,  
Shudhannya Tripura and Anubhab 
Tulshi made it to the festival to 
interact and share poetic thoughts 
with their Bangladesh counterparts.

Poet Rabiul Hussain, Shumadra 
Gupta, Muhammad Samad of the 
National Poetry Council spoke on 
the inaugural ceremony while it was 
presided over by poet Belal 
Chowdhury.

 The exclusive evening for poetry 
reading began after lunch where 
poets from Dhaka and different 
places read their poems in three 
different sessions presided over by 
poet Sajjad Kadir, Asad Chowdhury 
and theatre personality Ramendu 
Majumder.

"I have attended almost all the 
National Poetry Festivals of 
Bangladesh", said poet Sunil 
Gangapadhaya at the Poetry 
Festival 2001, "And each time I was 
amazed to see how must people 
love poetry, and wait patiently from 
the morning to listen to their 
favourtite poets. They also come 
from far off places. This does not 
happen in our country." 

Talking about the changes in 
contemporary Bangladeshi Sunil 
said,  "Before the poets of  
Bangladesh use to write against the 
odds and dictatorship, but now after 
the liberation I observe some major 
changes in poetry writing."     

While expressing his feelings 
about the National Poetry Festival, 
invited poet Anil Sharkar said, "After 
Rabindranath and Nazrul some 
people were making poetry difficult 
to understand and as a result the 
popularity of poetry was going 
down. Poetry festival is a protest 
against the alienation of contempo-
rary poetry and a good step forward 
to make it pro-people." He also said, 
"I am amazed to observe how 
passionately people of this country 
is in love with poetry. The poetry of 
Bangladesh is blooming with an 
amaiging variety. The poetry of a 
nation whose history is written with 
blood will definitely be bubbling with 
energy."

Poet Chandrakanta Murasing 
said, "I have never seen this much 
life in poetry before. I have attended 
many festivals before, but after 
coming here I saw a fair of poetry."  
He continued, "I have a high regard 
for poet Shamsur Rahman, Al 
Mahmud, Tariq Sujat and many 
others. In their poems one can find 
the inner thoughts of a soul." 
Comparing the history of his moth-
erland Tripura he said, "Like 
Bangladesh, we also fought long for 
our national language and in 1978 

we received the authority. We were 
inspired from your language move-
ment in 1952."     

Poetry festival may not have 
been a grand occasion for register-
ing the qualitative improvement of 
poetry in this country but it has 
certainly come to serve as a power-
ful voice against barbarity, philistin-
ism, oppression and obscurantism. 
The kind of social activism poetry 
stirred against communalism and 
autocracy in the late eighties is one 
of the best things that happened to 
our cultural domain in the recent 
times. 

At one point it has been in the 
centre of unnecessary controversy. 

A lot of it is due to muddled thinking. 
It can be useful to remember here 
that poetry does not set out with any 
narrow mission confined to a partic-
ular place, time and people. Its 
message is eternal. It is true, poetry 
may be a weapon against social 
injustice but that cannot be its only 
existential justification. Poetry is 
there because it epitomises the 
most sublime and aesthetic imagi-
nation of human mind from time 
immemorial; and because it seeks 
truth. 

Overall, it was a great occasion 
for the poets and the poetry loving 
people of the country to savour 
multlayered, multi-falvoured poetry 
written in Bangla language.    

The carnival of truth and beauty
Curtain falls on the two-day National Poetry Festival 2001
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Shamsur Rahman, best known poet of the country, declares the poetry 
festival open by raising the national flag. 

Sunil Gangapadhaya, one of the 
literary giants of contemporary 
Bangla literature, finds the poetry 
festival inspiring for him.

Jaydev Basu, a new voice in con-
temporary West Bengal poetry, is a 
regular visitor to the poetry festival.

Samarendra Sengupta, invited poet 
from West Bengal, captivates the 
poetry-loving audience of the festi-
val.

Chandrakanta Murasing reads from his recent works. Photos of the festival 
are courtesy of Rifat Shahana.

Guest poet Mitali Ghosh

MUNEERA PARBEEN

IT was a marriage between visual 
and performing art at the special 
exhibit ion held at Bengal 

Shilpalaya on the concluding day of 
the painting exhibition by Indian 
artists Alka Mathur and Naresh 
Kapuria.

The Shilpalaya presented a 
combined exhibition of the works of 
artists from two different media in a 
single show held with a view to 
bridge the beauty of the two arenas.

Noted Odissi exponent Sharon 
Lawen performed at the backdrop of 
paintings by the two artists in a 
breathtaking presentation in the 
combination of colour, movement 
and sound. 

The performance, aptly titled 
Footprints on Canvas, was held at 
the Bengal Shipalaya premises at 

Dhanmondi road no 27 recently.
The programme was an effort to 

merge the expressions of art in two 
different media's, that of painting 
and dance, on a single point. At the 
onset of the performance, Alka 
Mathur explained the performance, 
saying that they had used the entire 
gallery as a canvas in order to 
present this merge of arts. In this 
way the exhibition no longer 
remained limited to the canvases on 
the walls but also took into account 
the space around them incorpo-
rated by the movements and 
rhythms of the dancer.

The audience appreciated this 
new expression, the merge of the 
immobile and mobile art, each of 
which enhanced the beauty of the 
other. Naresh said that in this way 
even the audience, who took their 
places on the floor of the gallery, had 
become part of the exhibition.

Guest poet Anubav Tulshi

Footprints on 
canvas
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