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Khan Jahan Ali Airport work
going on at snail's pace
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Step to protect people from flood
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OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Sirajgan)

Two people were killed and two

: others injured in two separate road :

11-man committee of : ggl:idzms in Sirajganj district on UNB, Bogra J
: . : theairporton January 27, 1996 alter the name of Pir Khan Jahan Ali. turday. | t has undertaken a Tk 70-crore project aiming at protecting vast s
community pOhCE UNB, Khuina The construction work on the airport was again stopped after Awami Police said a truck hit a passer- ;’:;gt;:eg::kr;m and Dhunat upazitas under Bogra district from erosion by the 7
OUR CORRESPONDENT Work on the long-cherished Khan Jahan Ali Airportis goingon at snail'space  League government assumed powerin Junein the sameyear, at Konabari on Dhaka-Dinajpur River Jamuna. Under the project, Water Development Board (WDB) will construct

Road at about 8:30 in the morning,
killing him on the spot. The victim
was identified as Rabiul, 40, of
Konabari village under

due to bureaucratic tangles.

No body knows when the airport will be opened as the earth filling work
hasyetnot been completedin the last five years.

It 1s more interesting that the farmers still grow paddy on lowlands

However, construction work resumed after two years under the supervi-
stionol Civil Aviation Authorities,

The proposed airport would not be able to meet the requirement of the
industrial belt of the regiondue its small size.

spars at village Hasnapara and Chandanbaisha in Sariakandi upazia and

Sahorabari and Baniajan in Dhunat upazila,
Officials said the work on the project would be completed before the next mon-

Moulvibazar

The first launching anniversary of

. : : , bt me Mini ' | ile visiting the erosion-prone area in Febry- i
community police of TC Market area acquired by the authorities. An airport needs minimum 4,000-f1 runway, but Khan Jahan Ali Airport is gﬂw;rrhdnda upazla in Sirajganj ??bgg;:ﬂ:ﬂ:ﬁ::{k;mm ;mgfenfo p.-memuprwlomlmﬁm '
of Moulvibazar town was held at its The authorities first took initiatives to sel up the airport at Phultala  being constructed only with 2,500-ft runway, As a result, many of the domes- After the accident. th r&m floods
office recently. Mashiali, 17 kms off the city in 1961. But the project was cancelled in 1968  tic airplanes, including GMG aircraft, would not be able to operate from the villagers pu{: u; Cl;amc'adlef uzntglz | - | :

Presided over by Shafiqur | duetoreasonsunknown. airport, highwa : ‘ 3 . . : H |
Rahman, president of the TC market Later, the authorities selected the site for airport in Bildakatia area and The airport is badly needed, as there is only one airport in this region at mg?;:‘}n}? hﬂﬁﬂ“ﬂﬁﬁ :,'Eﬂ'l‘é ,.:L?::d Two kl"ed in Hadarlp ur ’oad MIShaP b
arca community police, the func- | completed some semi-pucca roads. However, the plan was later cast off just  Jessore, 65-km off the city. to the spot and brought the situation UNB, Madaripur ;
tion was attended by AKM Shahidul | afterindependence. . [t was known that on ifvcf‘agv._ﬁﬂ.ﬂt}{} passengers travel on Dhaka-Jessore | undercontrol. Two people were killed and 10 others injured in a road accident on Fandpur-

Haque, police super, Moulvibazar Another plan to set up the airport at Kil[ukhfill on Khulna-Mongla  route every year e'md majority ol the passengers, mainly businessmen and The other accident took place on Barisal road near Tantibari in Madaripur Sadar upazila recently. s
and Al-haj Mahmudur Rahman, | Highwaywasdiscarded during the Ziaur Rahman regime in 1980, traders, are from Khulna. Sadar Thana Road when a motor 3

One of the dead was identified as Dilip Poddar, 40, son of Nikhi Poddar, of
Kundupara village in Rajoir upazila. Police said the accident look place when a
Barisal-bound bus from Tekerhat collided with 2 microbus. Police seized the bus.

At last, the authorities concerned selected the site at Faila in Rampal
upazilaandacquired 95 acresof land there in 1995,
Former Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia laid the foundation stone of

Fast completion of the airport is necessitated lollowing establishment of
an EPZ at Mongla and declaration of the world's largest mangrove forest, the
Sundarbans, as theWorld Heritage site by UNESCO.

cycle hitapolice van in the morning.
Three people were riding on the
motorcycle. One of the three people
died in hospital. He was identified as

chairman of Moulvibazar Munici-
pality as chiel guest and special
guest respectively. It was addressed,
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1r1nu.n}:, thLll.""u )y Mostafa N i : Monawat Hﬂssat‘n. %3. son ?[ Safi of ClaSh Ieaves man dead
Qazi Mortaj Ahmed, additiona El ht 0 tla S |10$SHanurarealn.‘ilrajganjIm\m.

police super, Musharraf Hussain, g u W Two separate cases were lodged. UNB, Jhalakati

inspector ol police and Sirajul Islam,

Earhier, an 11-member commit-
tee of communily police was formed
with Sirajul Islam as president,

Abdur Raqib as executive president

and Nilimesh Ghose as general
secrelary,

FFs'allowances
distributed

A total ol Taka six lakh 33 thousand
600 has been distributed among
poor freedom lighters at first phase

ol allowance distribution

programme. | he allowance 1s being |

given (o the freedom fighters by the
district Social Welfare Department

of the government

Fhe allowance distribution

|

ceremony was held at local sadan

upas ia ] arishad auditorium

recently. Deputy Commissioner ol

Once Garo women of Netrakona district were happy because they owned enough croplands. But now-a-days they
. turned pauper, because of power of the influentials who grabbed their lands tactfully. At present they earn their living
 selling their cheap labour. (L-R) Four Garo women are seen returning home after working in the white clay mine at
- Bijoypur under Durgapur upazila in the district, while two young Garo women have set for the nearby market to buy

- essentials through a hilly path of Bijoypur.

arrested in
Khulna

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,

Khulna

Youth killed
in Pabna

OUR COHRESPONDENT, Sirajgany

Police on Tuesday arrested eight
armed cadres of outlawed Purbo
Banglar Communist Party (PBCP) in |
Khulnacity.

The arrested outlaws were iden-
tilied as Rafiqul Islam, Abul Kalam

PHOTO: JAHANGIR ALAM

Azad, Ebadat Hossain Taru, Babu,
Suman, Salahuddin, Taj
Mohammad and Badal.
All the outlaws are accused in | 1
different criminal cases, police said.
Outlaw Suman is one of the
accused in SMA Rab murder case.

Bumper output of potato in

A young man was gunned down on
Wednesday by unidentified hood-

ums at village Hapania under Sadar

upazila in Pabna district. The victim
wasidentified asTipu, 26.

Police sources said a gang of

armed miscreants numbering about
Z5at midnight attacked the house of
the youth and shot him. He died on

hespot.
Details could notbeknown.

3 PDB officials
sued in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Chitragong

A clash between two families over fetching water from a tubewell left 2 man dead
and two people injured at Goalkanda village in Jhalakati, Sadar recently. Police said
Shubhash Chandra Halder, 35, his brother Makhon Chandra Halder and Shukumar
Khorati, 45, were injured when a clash took place between the family members of
Shubhash Chandra Halder and Shukumar living in the same house.

The injured were rushed to a local hospital where Shukumar Khorati died
Meanwhile, Shubhash and Makhon fled the hospital, A case was filled in this con
nection,

Plaintiff of false case arrested

UNB, Bogra
Police arrested the plaintifl of a false case filed under PSA from his Helenchapara
house in Bogra Sadar upazila last week.

Police said Nurul Islam, 45, son of Ashig Ullah, filed the case under PSA against
10 people on March 31, 2000 accusing them of damaging the wall of his house. But
his allegation was proved false zfter police investigation. Later, a counter case was
filed against Nurul Islam with court permission.

Old age allowance misappropriated

UNB, Naogaon

A UP member in Badalgachi Upazila allegedly misappropriated old age aliowance
under Naogaon district Tk 1,800 drawing it against three dead men recently. Official
sources said Kola union parishad member Shahidul Islam drew the allowances from

Moulvibazar GKM Nurul Ameen : ; Badalgachi Sonali Bank branch against late Jaker Shah and late Fulmon Bewa of
presided over the function, while | © © “ f*P"'“’”‘{P“F*U Bureau on Jharghoria village and late Shamsher Al of neighbouring Chaktaher village on false
WWhin 'of Parliament . Md. Abdu Wednesday in Chittagong filed a documents
11 ()] el 111 I X g 1Al > . y = 1 ~ 3 b § O i .*
bR chief. gugs) a l l l I I l I l‘ : 1 ‘ ! ;)i::m drﬁfi:l“[;":arilh[{%h] cl:};lji:::il; Jarif died on March 6, Fulmon on April 24 and Shamser on October 13 last year,
B b T Bt ¢ e M ;I:rivale it As the incident leaked out locals lodged a written complaint with the Upazila Nirbahy
League Md Azizur Rahman and | . | : . , : embezzlement of fund ; Officer (UNO) and other high officials demanding stem action against the forger.
Ih--'.urf*. Husne Ara Wahid MP | OUR CORRESPONDENT, dnd DAL uLlp_p!u-LJ seeds and other  potato in the local markets prices L:JI their prnducla atlow price. There are Mohammad Si.rajul Ha Social Welfare Depariment is investigating the matter. Meanwhile, it was leamt that
P.‘ _ , .I | T e T ezt o e fliral innuts o e potalo potato have come down. Potato is only six large cold storages here for g 2 IR T f distric q Shahidul Islam, in a bid to escape from criminal charge, deposited the cash to the
atlended as special guesis. andpur 8 AR o Tk 1 ; , 23 : : ; e Assistant Inspector of district Anti
W r-! B e e , ETOWers. NOW H!Hﬂ ‘?[:-f.l al Tk 5106 per M.’, preservation of potatoes. Rich cnrruplinn Bureau, filed the casc bank.
£ Lolal r hwl ' “ | Bumper output of potato is Potatoes are grown abundany lhe price is much less than the people and businessmen have Doblemooring police station
IBANELS receivea allowances of six - | 1 o il D i 'I i B i Ost, it 1s alleged by the  already * Se C lorage againct Kari Rachi JE |
months at the rate of Taka 300 per | DECted . ChandpuE during iy in Chandpur sadar, Matlab and Pmdlmi.‘,lmn.t.l-h PV Rl _1ITL L]l(h h‘{jnhd neee gpidsiprtes s hﬂ.‘ﬂ Babh”. L,!ddm Ahm.r:d' Money I’ea"(uated ¢
monith CULTENTSCASON Halmechar l.l]hu.lldm In! Some: areas L D St ) A YAROR, sup{;rmlcndcnwnwneér [opcmnnn : . ' :

Barni UP
by-election

By-election of Barni union parishad

under Baralekha upazila of

Moulvibazar district was held
H'Ft_'llii‘_‘-'.
According to Upazila Nirbahi

Officer

fell vacant following the death of its
chairman afewmonthsago.

A total of three candidates con- | among the cold-hit poor people of Sunamganj, Magura District Administration and ings of the cold-hit people. Two alleged terrorists were arrested when they went to Sadar thana in Jhalakat |
tested lorthe post of chairman of the | Magura, Netrakona, Pirojpur and Khagrachhari  Bangladesh Red Crescent Society distributed 760 Warm cloths were distributed among the poor Rampa.l district Sunday to know whether any case was filed against them. Police s3id a
union. Md Samir Uddin Ahmed was | districts by the Relief and Rehabilitation Ministry,  blankets among the cold-hit poor people of the  and destitute of 10 unions of Swarupkathi upazila . group of ten:rists Henginder Tk thee 1L Fom atﬁaree brickheld Shaoim
elected chairman receiving 2,749 | district administration, Bangladesh Red Crescent  district. of Pirojpurdistrict recently. BNP pres1dent Nabogram Bazaarin the upazila and beat up a policeman
votes. His nearest rival Md Tanam | Societyand philanthropists. Of the total, 560 blankets were sanctioned by One businessman M Shahidul Islam distrib- Later, a case was filed against them about which Lh;ey had no idea. As two of |
Uddin got 2,736 votes while the 3rd | Sunamgan; .Ihatnu .-'admmmralmn distrib- _thf Reliefand Hf_-_rmlnlnam}r.\ Ministry and the rest ulcdi the warm clothes including saree, lungi and arrested them — Rahman and Arif — went to the police station to know about it they were put
position was secured by Md Jainal | uted 2,475 pieces of blanket among the poor ZHUl*}j.‘[ht*litd{.lmt_‘{*r:t[Sm‘;ﬂ}: 3 pullover to the poor people of the locality. behind the bars.

Abedin with 2.721 votes. | people. Deputy Commissioner AKM Raliqul Islam STAFF CORRESPONDENT.M!UHM |

|
. | B A R Y «rrih. | Rampal upazila BNP President - T
BCL founding | in Dharmapasha, 200 in Jagannathpur, 325 in A total of 5275 pieces of blankets were distrib- “IL‘Er':\fjr';f[‘]‘:}::ﬁ:'EE::;:}‘ELTSE:S;‘;‘:;;?Ed’f-‘”b Mizaiie R A o e et Elght alleged criminals arrested ,
anniversary | Chhatak, 175in Doarabazar, 125in Jamalganj, 175  uted among the cold-stricken distressed people from his residence at Mongla town. UNB, jnalakari

I'he 53rd founding anniversary of
Bangladesh Chhaitra League (BCL),
student wing of the ruling party, was
observedin Moulvibazar recently:

Lhe district unit of BCL brought
out a colourful rally in the town on
the day. A discussion meeting was
aiso held at the local children's park
with district BCL president Mujibur
Rahman Jasim in the chair. The
meeting was addressed, among
others, by district BCL general
Ruhul Ameen Ruhel,
Rathan Ahmed and Sujit Das.

Ssecretary

New action committee

Fhe new committee of Moulvibazar
district unit of the Development
Action Council of Svihet division
was lormed recently

Maveen Uddin Ahmed
Chowdhury, Advocate Md Abdur
Ragib and Selim Ahmed were
selected president, general secre-
tary and organising secrelary
respectively. Other office bearers of
the committee are: vice presidents:
Advocale Qumruzzaman, Advocate
Md Afzal Hussain, Mainuddin
Ahmed, Dr M A Matin, Md Anwar
Khan, M A Salam and Md Mokaddas
Ali. Joinl secretaries: Mahmudur
Rahman and Ibrahim Khalil, inance
secretary: Ahsan Ahmed, publicity
secretary: Syed Abul Kalam Azad,

mternational affairs sceretary: Md

Masud Ahmed, office secretary;

Biplab Das, cultural secretary: Hafiz
Quyum. library secretary:

Abdul
Abdul Hannan, social welfare secre-

Blankets and warm clothes were distributed

i In

According to the Department ol
\griculture Extension (DAE), about
20 thousand hectares of land has
been brought under poltato cultiva-
ton

Bangladesh
Pevel prcni ( Orporaiion

Agriculture
BALC

the rarget of production dn each
hectare exceeded more than 60
thousand metrictons.

Meanwhile, the farmers have
started collecting potato from the
hield, Because ol abundant supply of

In absence of adequate space in
cold storages, most of the growers
dre not in a position 1o store potato
lor selling at a higher price. They are
now in need of money to repay their
loans and other expenses. So the
poor farmers are compelled 1o sell

Poorand marginal growers find i
difficult to preserve potato. The
middlemen are now buying potato
in bulk and making preparation to
store polato in cold storages. They
want 1o scll these potatoes in the | «
lcan period to get much prolit.

‘Warm clothes distributed among poor

of Baralekha the post of |
chairman of Barni union parishad |

- UNB/BSS

upazila. Some 30 slum houses were gutted as

Three hundred [ifty blankets were distributed
among the poor in Sadar upazila, 225in Derai, 250

lahirpur, 100 in Shalla

municipalities.

Besides, some 25 blankets were distributed
among the fire victims at Narkila village in Shalla

and
Biswambarpur upazilas and 100 each in
sunamganj, Deras, Chhatak and Jagannathpur

hoodlums set fire on them on December 30 last
vear.

along with Police Super M Akbar Ali and society
officials distributed the blankets.

125 in  of 10 wpazilas and four municipalities under
Netrakonadistrict.

Official sources said Upazila Nirbahi Officers
and municipality chairmen directly supervised
the distribution process in their areas.

Of the total blankets, 2525 pieces of blankets  the
p

were sanctioned from the Prime Minister's Relief
Fund and 2750 pieces of blankets were allocated
from the Relief Ministry for mitigating the suffer-

One thousand pieces of saree, lungi and pull-
over were distributed in aweek here.

The programme was started here from January
15. The Deputy Commissioner sent 900 pieces of
blankets allocated from the Prime Minister's
Reliel Fund to all eight upazilas of Khagrachhari
including municipality for distribution among

and maintenance, circle north),
PDB, Chittagong; Kazi Humayun
Reza, Director (C&M), PDB.
Chittagong; Md Abul Hossain,
assistant director (commercial

peralion, southern zone), PDB,

Chittagong; and Md Shahjahan
Saeed, Managing Director, Tucky
International Ltd, Chittagong.

In the petition, it is stated that

during the period from September

1999 to December1999 the accused

together got involved in racket,
causing a financial loss of Tk 10.50
lakhto PDB.

poor people.

Its time for IRRI cultivation

PHOTO FEATURE: AKHTERUZZAMAN BABIU

s o
e Y

J

|

Presiden

The BNP leader was found in

objectionable condition with a sex
worker of Banishanta red light area
under Mongla upazila, police said.

Rahman and the sex worker were

sent tojail on Friday morning, police
added.

Meherpur
| dist assoc
office bearers

B

A 25-member executive committee
of Meherpur Zila Samity (Meherpur
district association), based in
Dhaka, was announced at ameeting |
recently, says a pressrelease.

Amir Uddin Ahmed, joint secre-
ary of the government, and Md
ahangir Alam, senior assistant

secretary ol the Ministry of Youth
and Sports, were made president
and general secretary respectively

or the tenure ol 2001-2002,
Other office bearers of the

organisation are: Vice Presidents--

lelaluzzaman, Mozaharul Hannan,

M Abdul Wadood and M
Shahabuddin; Joint Secretaries-- M
Ahsanullah, M Mizanur Rahman;
Organising Secretary-- M Shahidul

laque; Treasurer-- M Naimuddin;

Publicity Secretary-- M Shahidullah;

1

UNB. Madanpur - 1

Chairman of Chhilarchar Union Parishad in Madaripur Sadar upazila has allegedly
reallocated the money of Annual Development Programme 1o a number of fake
institutions. Twelve members of the union including three female ones fled 2
complaint with the UNQiin this regard.

In their written complaint they alleged that Chairman Azibar Bali sanctioned Tk
39.796 and seven mts of foodgrains in favour of a non-existent pnmary school and a
non-government primary school named after his father Marafat Bali. Besides he
also allegedly allocated Tk 20,000 in favour of two fake refigious institutions and
earth filing works for an approach road of a non-existent bridge.

Two alleged terrorists arrested
UNB, jnalakari

Eight people were sued Monday for trying to rape a girl in Sadar upazila under
Jhalakati district.

Police said Rafiqul Islam of Darshana village along with his accomplices entered
info the house of his neighbour Badsha Mia Sunday night. took his daughter fo a
nearby place and tried to rape her. Villagers rescued the girl hearing her screaming.
Later, a case was filed against Rafiq and his accomplices.

23 cows lifted

UNB, Rrajbari
Armed robbers snatched 23 cows from cow traders from near Chandana Bridge on
Rajban-Kushtia Road under Rajban district Sunday night.

The robbers, numbering about 25, took away the cows, worth about Tk two lakh,
while the cow traders were taking those 1o their houses from Pangsha Bazaar. A
case was filed in this connection.

Fertiliser distributed

UN B, Sherpur

Some 11 mis of mixed fertiiser were distributed free among 948 fliood-affected
farmers in Nakla Upazila under Sherpur district Monday. Agnculture Minister Matia
Chowdhury distributed the fertiliser at a function here.

Deputy Commissioner of Sherpur Abul Kalam Azad and Deputy Director of
Department of Agriculture Extension Abdur Razzak were present Earlier, some 32
mis of fertiliser were distributed free among poor farmers.

35 community clinics set up

UNB, Pirojpur

Thirty-five community clinics have been set up in Pirojpur district costing Tk 73.15
lakh. Ofthe clinics, five have been constructed in Bhandaria. two in Koukhali, nine in
Mathbaria, eight in Nazirpur, six in Sadar, and five in Nesarabad upazilas. Officis!
sources said 29 more clinics would be set up in the district by June next.

The govemment has undertaken a programme o implement 25 development
projects in three upazilas of the districtin the current fiscal, Of the projects, 10 each
will be implemented in Mathbaria and Bhandana upazilas and seven in Nesarabad.
The projects, including construction of roads, bridges, culverts, primary schools,
development of bazaars, installation of deep tubewells and latrines, will be imple-
mented with financial assrstance from ADB.

274 more FFs get allowances

tary: Lukman Iussain Chowdhury, am s g g g I?f ':iC ¢ .ihecrel: a;}']'“'rshgec‘:t‘lgzﬂf | UNB, Barguna 5% |
3 sports sccretary: Shafiqul Islam, o '?‘]'.“f"f T ;“ f\:::\;?ﬂa;n.}laq:‘;‘n‘i;m?::s ‘iecmta?y fSam_e2?4tdr'mr‘mlmadmnijghimo;aarg::md:stndhaverecemdallowanm
. : P e o Aoy B i h e e BSPTL N R | st - » N . ez B or sixmonths u countrywide men ramme,
! women's affairs secretary: Alo N - Syed Jahangir Kabir; Cultural Affairs | R Gk

Members: Advo-

Chhava Bhadra. — o« SN T S
cale Kamal Uddin Chowdhury,
Golam Nizam, Md Mahmud Ali, Md

Moshahidur Rahman, Syeda Arefa

Deputy Minister for Food Dhirendra Devnath Shambhy distributed Tk 3.45 lakh
among the lreedmnfghiarsaaﬂuwanmtnrsi:mmtl\smuyatammat
|  Barguna Circuit House Tuesday and al Betagi TTD! auditorium the day.

Fifty-eight helpless freedom fighters in Sadar, 30 in Amtali, 42 in Betagl, 40 in Bamna
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Secretary-- M Shahidul Islam; and
Members-- M Serajul Islam, M Nasir
Uddin, Qazi Mominul Islam, Rafiqul
[slam, Abdur Rashid, Mozammel
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Farmers throughout Sirajganj district are now busy with IRRI cultivation. This season most farmers have decided to use the High Yielding Variety (HYV) of

E

§ Hussain, Manwara Begum | Chinese seedlings. Some of them are seen (top left) ploughing land with tractors in a modern method, while four others (top right) pick up saplings from a Haque, Atiar Rahman, Sanwar | | and 35in Pammmﬂmnmmwmmummmmmm

| | Chowdhury, Shahiduzzaman Ansar, | S¢edbed for plantation and also for sale in a nearby market. Two farmers (bottom left) have set for a rural market to sell the saplings and (bottom right) finally | 11 cain Faridul Islam and Asadul | |  Programme. e TN ol
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