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Studio pottery

The glaze-man gets going

Zainul Gallery shines with Nurul Amin’s earthenware

Tawfique Ali

URUL Amin has just put his

signature among artists.

Although painting on
earthen and ceramic wares is not a
new in Dhaka art galleries, and for
that matter in Bangladesh's art
history, yet this young man's works
were a manifestation of how far the
young artists have advanced in their
pursuits. The buyers including the
onlookers had their money's worth
at Charukala's Zainul Gallery, where
Amin had his first solo exhibition
from January 28 to February 3.

Amin made his pieces look so
attractive and different that almost
every visitor there couldn't resists
his/her |-must-keep-one feeling.
Most of these exquisite art works
were household utensils. There
were also many showpieces on the
display. A blend of glaze and paint
lent Amin's works altogether a
different dimension. Apart from
showpieces like urns, plates, por-
traits and landscapes, household
articles [which included soup bowls,
tea sets etc., most of which were
sold in the first few days of the
weeklong exhibition.
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Nurul Amin.

Amin, who mostly work at his
guru's studio in Mirpur, has moulded
China clay into different shapes and
given expression of his ideas and
imagination by spraying some
specially-made (which are quite
costly in Bangladesh's backdrop)
colours and glazes on them. Some
very common - personal, political
and social - concerns of people's
day-to-day life have found an artistic
portrayal on his earthenwares. His

experiment with wall painting on
ceramic has added an exceptional
value to this field of pottery.

"l wanted show that wall painting
can also be done on ceramic which
is more durable than other media
like canvas or paper," a confident
Amin told The Daily Star, expressing
his gratitude to Sayeed Talukdar,
currently the chair of Ceramic
Department, for tutoring him.

His works were burnt in as high
temperature as 900 to 1200 Celsius
to retain the glow of the glaze and to
give the images and figures perma-
nence they need. The price range
his articles ranged from Taka 100 to
Taka 3000.

A tea-set done in Neriage a
media usually practised by the
Japanese, holds a distinction to
Amin's works. Other usable house-
hold articles like soup bowls create
an appeal which do not escape
viewers' notice.

Notable pieces among wall
paintings encompasses a portrait of
artist Zainul Abedin, a self-portrait,
rural landscape and abstract fig-
ures. A live image of Zainul Abedin
was depicted on ceramic tiles.
Realistic neatness of this picture is
remarkable. Said Amin, "First |
bought these pieces of ceramic tiles

Soft Stoneware.

they offer tranquillity.

Another work done in three
pieces depicting three phases of the
mass upsurge of 1969 speaks of a
glorious past of Bangladesh. First
phase is a depiction of a batch of

abstract figures implying suppres-
sion and sprinkled colour drops
signifying a blast resulting in blood-
shed and disaster. The second
phase is a more organised demon-
stration of the people hand in hand.
In this phase an angry face of arebel
who chants slogans in the forefront
of a procession appear to voice a
rightful demand of the commoners.
Third is the portrayal of a street
agitation gaining momentum.
Closed fists of the agitators signify
the protest against injustice and
demanding for political and social
justice.

Amin's works are certainly a

Soft Stoneware.

homage to the pioneers martyrs of
the movement.

An urn on the show had a depic-
tion of a human figure whose radiant
ambitious thoughts have been
shown in the form of the flame of a
candle. Subsequent despair and
deterioration of the earlier state and
final encounter with reality resulting
in aresolution is striking.

Amin has made use of deformed
figures in his work to provide the
viewers with a scope of various

Nurul Amin has been honoured
with 1996 best media award in
ceramic annual art exhibition and
2000 - best experimental work
award in ceramic annual art exhibi-
tion both organised by the Institute
of Fine Arts.

In 1991, he held an exhibition to
help the cyclone victims. He took
part respectively in twelfth and
thirteenth National Art Exhibition in
1996 and 1998. He has also partici-
pated in the 14th National Art
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Film Festival and
Cultural Week

On the occasion of the 22nd
anniversary of the Victory day of
Islamic Revolution in Iran, office of
the Cultural Counsellor, Embassy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, Dhaka
has organised a Cultural and Film
Festival Week on February 4 at the
Bangladesh Shishu Academy
auditorium at 4:00p.m. Professor
Abu Sayeed, State Minister for
Information will inaugurate the
occasion as chief guest.

Exhibitions of the holy Quran,
books, calligraphy, photo, poster,
handicrafts, engraving, video
documentary show, photographs
on historical places of Iran and
photographs on the Islamic
Revolution will be displayed
everyday from 9:00a.m to 5:00p.m.
till February 8. Films will be
screened from 4 to 8p.m. fill
February 8 and there will also be a
children drawing competition.

Coming of Age
An exhibition of paintings by
selected contemporary artists will
be held at the European Commis-
sion Residence on February 9 at
5:00p.m. venue: 177 Gulshan
Avenue. The exhibition is being
organised by Gallery 21. The
inaugural ceremony will be followed
byacultural event.

The exhibition will remain open
on February 10 & 11 from 3:00 -
8:00p.m.

Water Colour

then composed them together to interpretations of an artistic object -  EXhibition-2000. In 1997 he held an
paint on them and burnt to give the anormal practice artists. exhibition at_ Indian Cultural _Centre
permanence." o . to save the life of a young writer. He
Images created by a unique Amin is an ever-smiling soft-  has taken part in many other exhibi-
blend of colour and glaze sprayed spoken artist who hails from  tionsand competitions.
on ceramic surface of tiles and Netrokona and presently an MFA
pottery contain an eloguent expres- student at the Institute of Fine Arts,
sion of thoughts and ideas. Dhall‘ah' He has attended a two-(;jay Show
Another wall painting titled "Not stor Shop on Ceramlf: Cond_UCtef by A specia| water colour show
Heart, Brick" shows a host of pov- uku Park ceramic artist rom featuring country's seven cele-
erty ridden figures craving for alms Korea, organised by Charukala's brated water colour artists now
from a rich man who remains indif- Ceramic Department and a seminar being held at Shilpangan art gallery
ferent to the latter's request. The on ceramics organised by National | from 10 am-8pm everyday until
artist's intention was to pai.nt at Folk Museum of Bangladesh, February 4. o .
heartless society, with heartless Sonargaon, in 1996. He has P -If-he pa”f'é’g“”g Ramsts o
, ; ) - rofessor ur Razzaque,
affluent people. received a five week-long training Mostafa Manwar, Professor
Rural landscapes of fishing, on tea set design, mould-making Qayyum Chowdhury, Professor
ploughing and domestic interior casting and glaze fire at Bangladesh “ats)herlcl Kha?ylﬁrofes(ssor R;),ﬂqug
i ; Sanitary and Insulator Factory, abi, Monirul Islam (Spain) an
marked with natural veget_atlon and Dhaka y Y : Professor Hamiduzzaman Khan.
Soft Stoneware. greenery are worth looking at as  Tricolour vase. : Neriage, Earthenware.
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