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Nat'l youth cricket
Easy win for
Chittagong

UNB, piiaka

Chittagong earned a four-wicket
victory over Nilphamari in a low-
scoring final round match of the
20" National Youth Cricket Cham-
pionship at Thakurgaon yesterday.

Nilphamari managed 89 in 37,1
overs after deciding to bat first,
Number five batsman Kalim was
the top scorer making 21 off 50
balls with three boundaries,

Monhaz, Aftab and Monu
claimed two wickets each for
Chittagong.

In reply, Chittagong reached
the target of 91 runs for six in 23
overs. Number six batsman Tan-
veer scored unbeaten 30 off 39
deliveries that included five fours.

Nadim picked up four wickets
conceding 18 runs in his cight-
over spull.

BRILEI SCORES

NILPHAMARI: 89/10 in 37.1

overs (Jewel 14, Kalim 21, Nadim
15, Jony 12, extras 14: Minhaz

2123, Altab 2713, Adnan 111,
Nhathu 1710 Nlontua 27019, Aralat
1/7).

CHITTAGONG: 91/6 in 2.3

overs (Nazim 18, Altab 10, Tanveer
30 n.o., extras 21; Shaliqul 1713,
Nadim 4/18, Raithan 1/17).

Rajshahi cricket

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshali

Bright Star Club recorded an
cight-wicket win over Upashahar
Cricket Club in a Premier Division
Cricket League match at the local
district stadium today.

Sent in to bat, Upashahar were
shot out collecting 112 runs in
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Manchester United's Wes Brown (R) makes a futile attempt to tackle Kevin Phillips of Sunderland during their
Premiership clash at the Stadium of Light in Sunderland on January 31.

Premiership

Cole MU's show-stopper
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36.4 overs.

In reply, Bright Star reached
the target of 113 runs in 25.3 overs
for two.

DIV I CRICKET
Agomoni Club defeated Sun-
ris¢ Club by 47 runs in the Ra-

jshahi  First Division Cricket
League at the Shaheed A H M
Quamruzzaman Divisional Sta-

dium today.

Winning the toss Agomoni de-

cided 1o bat first and collected 198
for all in 45 overs.

In reply, Sunrise were shol Ol

for 151 in 38.2 oy Urs.

Pakistani court

summonses Ali
AFP. Islamabad

A Pakistani civil court has sum-
moned former South African
cricket chiel Ali Bacher to appear
next month in a 1.7-million-dollar
libel suit filed by former umpire
Javed Akhtar, court sources said
'hursday.

The court in Rawalpindi near
here cautioned in the summons
that an ex-parte decision will be
taken if Bacher fails to appear or
contest the case through a lawver,
they said. |

Bacher, now head of South Af-
rica’s 2003 World Cup committee,
made a number of allegations
against Pakistani cricketers at the
King Commission of Inquiry in
June last year.

Among others, he reportedh
said he had been informed that
Akhtar took money from a bookic
o influence a Test between Ling-
land and South Africa at lLeeds in
1998.

IHe said Akhtar took money 1o
give eight leg before decisions.
South Africa lost the Test and with
it the series.

Akhtar, 49, who umpired 40
one-day internationals and 18
Tests before retiring in 1999, has
sued for 100 million ruppes (1.7
million dollars).

He offliciated as the Interna-
tional Crickel Council's (ICC)
neutral umpire in the Leeds Test,
which England won against South
Alrica to win the series.

Akhtar gave eight leg before
decsions in the match, drawing
criticism from South Africaan
officials.

Former England captain Mi-
chael Atherton is also contesting a

delamation case in  another
Rawalpindi civil court,
Pakistani journalist Moham-

mad Asgher claims his reputation
was ruined alter Atherton called
i a “helloon” i a press confer
it e b thie Waorld o upy 1494906

Friendly cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

A friendly cricket match between
Dhaka Club and BIEXIMCO Crick-
eters will be held at the City Club
ground in Mirpur today, sayvs o
press release.

The match will start at 10 in the
maorming.

Harun made

BOA chief

BS S, Dliake

The government has appointed
Chiel of Army Stall Licutenant
General M Harun-Ar-Rashid the
president of Bangladesh Olvmpie
Assaciation (BOA) vesterday fon
raising the standard ol the coun-
Lry's Sports.

Manchester United stretched their
Premiership lead to g staggering
15 points on Wednesday alter
edging Sunderland 1-0 in a stormy
encounter at the Stadium of Light
which saw three players sent-off.

Andy Cole won it with the only
goal of the game - after a clear
handball in the lead-up to the goal
- just seconds alter the restart but
was one of the three players sent
off in a 11 minute second-half
spell.

Sunderland delender Michael
Gray received his marching orders
for protesting too strongly aflter
United's goal, and referece Graham
Poll dished out a further two red
cards to Cole and Alex Rae alter
they got involved in an ugly spat

Sunderland coach Peter Reid
laid the blame for the match get-
ting out of hand firmly at the
referee’s door.

"l saw the handball from even
where 1 was,” the former England
international said.

"There was no common sense
from the lad out there with the
whistle.

“It's a shame because he was
the only person out there thal
couldn't be sent-off,” he added.

United coach Sir Alex Ferguson
was furious with Cole.

“It's pointless he comes back
and scores a goal and then gets
sent-off he will miss three
matches,” he stormed.

IFerguson refused to admit that
the title was already his. though
Reid admitted the game was up for
United's challengers.

Fhe dismissals in part spoiled a
vame  which hard-fought
throughout, and although United
took control alter a patchy open-
ing, they never found life easy and
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were hanging on by the end as
Sunderland battled all the way (o
preserve an unbeaten home rec-
ord stretching back 17 games lo
April 24 last year.

On an eventful evening, the
game was even interrupted late on
by a female streaker, who braved
the cold to the delight of the fans,
but was not too well received by
the respective managers.

After an even first period the
game exploded into life in the
second half in front of a stadium
record crowd of 48,260,

The half was just 23 seconds
old when Varga missed his kick on
the edge of the penalty area to
allow Cole to race past him and Ilift
a shot over the helpless Thomas
Sorensen to open the scoring.

The home side were furious
that the official had not blown for
handball earlier in the move, but
Gray took his protest too far and
received a red card for his pains.

Don Hutchison went within
inches of an equaliser through a
53rd-minute free-kick but their
plans were dealt another signifi-
cant blow three minutes later as all
hell broke loose.

Rae was incensed by Cole's
challenge on Sorensen and made a
beeline for the striker, who reacted
in kind, and Poll had little option
to send both off.

o their credit, Sunderland
continued to push for a goal, and
Kevin Kilbane had a great chance
on 64 minutes, but lost his shoot-
oul with Fabien Barthez.

There was almost a twist in the
tale as [irst Kevin Phillips volleyed
wide from Hutchison's flick-on
and then Hutchison went down
under Wes Brown's challenge to
spark unrewarded appeals for a
penalty.

But it was Stanislav Varga who
came closest to snatching a poinl
in injury time when Barthez jusl

managed to keep out his free-kick
with Keane picking up the pieces.

Chelsea produced yet another
stirring second  hall display to
overpower Newcastle 3-1 al
Stamford Bridge and move back
into the top six of the Premiership.

Gianfranco Zola's inspirational
37th-minute eflfort  equalised
Christian Bassedas' first goal lor
Newcastle before further strikes by
Gus Poyet and substitute Jesper
Gronkjaer put Chelsea beyond
reach.

Robbie Keane nudged his for-
mer club Coventry nearer the First
Division by scoring Leeds' goal in
their 1-0 win at Elland Road.

The Republic of Ireland striker
grabbed a glorious winner for
Leeds after 69 minutes, scoring
with a spectacular overhead kick.

Tottenham churned out their
third goalless Premiership draw in
a 0-0 draw at West Ham.

The hosts went close in the
closing seconds of the first half
when Frank Lampard's header hit
the bar.

But Spurs might have had a
penalty seconds belore the [inal
whistle when a hecader by loan
signing Andy Booth appeared 1o
hit Christian Daillv on the arm in
the area.

Dan Petrescu’s goal on his [ull
debut for Southampton helped
leave Peter Tavlor [eeling flat as
Glenn Hoddle's side snecaked a 1-0
win over Leicester City at the Dell.

The Romanian international,
first signed by Hoddle in his days
at Chelsea, glanced in a late
header to settle a dour match and
provide the Saints boss with some
cheer on his first anniversary in
charge on the south coast.

Israeli Idal Tal blasted his first
goal lor Everton just two minutes
after coming on as a substitute in a
2-2 against lellow strugglers Mid-
dlesbrough.

French League Cup |

Bordeaux sent
packing

AFP, puris

Ailing French champions Monaco
lef it late but breathed a huge sigh
of relief alter two goals in the las
seven minutes gave them a much-
needed 2-1 French League Cup
win over league rivals Bastia.

L.eague title contenders Bor-
deaux, however, saw their hopes
of League Cup glory vanish as
Second  Division  Chateauroux
enlorced home advantage to claim
a 1-0 win for a place in the last
cight,

Unfashidnable Troyes joined
Monaco in the quarter finals after
a4 2-0 win over Second Division
side Nancy, while Lyon romped to
a 3-1 win over the out of form
l.ens.

Lyon' Brazilian defender Ed-
milson gave the big spending out-
it an early lead and although
Lens' Argentine striker Fsteban
Fuertes levelled early in the sec-
ond-halfl Lyon's two French inter-
nationals Pierre Laigle and Steve
Marlet restored their advaniage.

Llsewhere, in a high-scoring

encounter Second Division
Amiens grabbed an  extra-time
goal to dump league rivals

Wasquehal out 3-2, while league
neighbours Niort scored the only
goal of the game in extra time 1o
oust rivals Le Ilavre,

Niantes, who disposed of Va-
lence on Tuesday night and are
also highting for the feague ttle,
arc joined in the last eight by First
wviston rivals St Etienne, Troves,
Monaco, and Lyon. -

lhree Second Division teams
feature in the quarter finals of a
competition won last year by Scc-
ond Division side Gueugnon, who
beat Paris St Germain 2-0 in the
Stade de France last year.

Baiano denies
taking drugs

A_FP y Riode Janeiro

Brazilian international Junior
Baiano, who has been suspended
for a month by the national foot-
ball federation (CBF) for failing a
drugs test, on Wednesday pro-
fessed his innocence.

The CBF said Vasco Da Gama's
Baiano tested positive for ben-
zoileconine, a substance derived
from cocaine, at the Brazilian
championship final against Sao
Caetano on January 18.

"I am neither a thief nor a ban-
dit and I have never used drugs,”
Baiano said, adding that someone,
perhaps hoping to ruin his repu-
tation, might have spiked some-
thing he drank.

Central  defender  Baiano
played in Brazil's 3-0 loss to
FFrance in the 1998 World Cup final
but is no longer a first-choice
player for his country.

Valencia unveil
Aimar
AP, valencia

WORLD FOOTBALL BRIEFS

AlP

VAN NISTELROOY

DEAL ON STILL!
CANNES: PSV Eindhoven are re-
signed to the fact that Dutch
striker Ruud van Nistelrooy will
join Manchester United at some
point - but are refusing to put 4
time scale on the deal,

The transfer was on the point

RUUD VAN NISTELROOY

ol being completed last scason
before van Nistelrooy, 21, picked
up i serious knee injury,

e has not played since, bul
PS\ director Peter Fossen insisivd
Wednesday his rehabilitation was
proceeding well,

lF'ossen, in Cannes flor the
Iootball Expo trade fair, said: "We
are an exporter of players and we
know that Ruud van Nistelrooy
will probably go to Manchester
United at some time.

“Ie is doing very well with his
fitness, but he has not played at all
yer | think it's very Tmportant that
we do not stress the exact moment
when he will make a comeback.”

The original deal agreed be-
tween United and PSV in April las!

vear was I8 million pounds (26.3
million dollars) for the striker.

The move fell apart when [irst
United postponed the deal due to
worries over a nagging knee injury.
Three days later he sulfered a very
serious  cruciate knee ligament
injury,

United boss Sir Alex Ferguson
has been keceping tabs on the
striker's progress, and has said he
would still like to sign him pro-
viding he makes a full recovery.
COPOLLA BLASTS

DUBAI

DUBAL Diego Maradona's man-
ager on Wednesday dubbed as
shameful the treatment of (he
Argentine football legend over an
aborted visit to the Gulf emirate ol
Dubai to play in a lucrative testi-
monial match,

"Diego is not responsible for
any of the mistakes and cancella-
tions and wants to make it very
clear that he was always willing
and ready to come to Dubai," said
Guillermo Coppola, Maradona's
manager for the past 16 years,

“This is a shameful way to treat
somebody as famous as Diego,”
Coppola told Gull News,

Maradona, 40, has failed to fly
Into Dubai to seal the contract to
play in the testimonial on four
different dates, lcading to the can-
cellation of VIP airline seats for
him, his wife and manager, as well
as VIP limousines and luxury hotel
suites.

Organisers ol the March 8 (os-
timonial for a retired Emiratl in-
fernational said they had now set
their sights on other stars to fill the
boots of Maradona, who has been
caricatured as a pot-bellivd Caban
cigar smoker inan Lmirati paper,

An ollicial of the host cluly Mo- -

hammad Abdul Karim Jalfir in-
sisted that 1990 World Cup win-

ning captain Lothar Matthaus of
Germany, 1995 FIFA World Player
of the Year George Weah of Liberia
and Croatian siriker Davor Suker,
who top scored at the 1998 World
Cup, were ready to play in the
money-spinning match.

Jalfar added: "The infantile
promises of the Argentinian player
have made us lose our credibility
and have embarrassed us in front
ol evervbody.”

He added he was fed up with
arranging things with the player
who could then not be relied
upon.
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Spanish high-flyers Valencia un-
veiled their - new Argentinian
signing Pablo Cesar Aimar, whom
they hope will reinvigorate their
rapidly waning title challenge,
here on Wednesday.

[he 21-year-old playmaker,
whose contract with Argentine
side River Plate was on the verge of
expiring, will join Hector Cuper's
2000 European Cup hinalists for
around 20 million dollars.

Aimar. who joins Valencia at a
time when they trail leaders Real
A rid by 10 paints and with their
supporters complaining of Cuper's
ultra-conscvivative tactics, has a
72.5 million-dollar buy-out clause
written into his contract.

Valencia will pay River Plate a
commission of 10 percent if they
decide to sell the player on.

The classy midfielder, who was
presented o 2000 of the team
supporters on Wednesday alter-
noon, said he was ready to live up
to his reputation and show the
Valencia supporters what he could
do.

AFP PHOTO

Argentine forward Pablo Aimar shows his mastery over the soccer ball
during his presentation as Valencia's new recruit at the Mestalla Stadium
on January 31. Aimar joined the Spanish club from River Plate.
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Lindsay content with form
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Lindsay Davenport shrugged off

the disappointment of her Austra-
lian Open campaign Thursday and
said she was happy with her form
on the fast indoor courts here at
the Pan Pacific Open tournament.

‘It is a tough weckend afier
losing, and 1 really wanted to do
well in Melbourne, but I think
once 1 came here | actually feli

really good and happy that | did
choose (o come,” said the Ameri-
can second seed.

Davenport failed to defend her
Australian Open last week, losing
o eventual champion Jennifer
Capriati in the semifinals.

For Capriati, 24, one of sport's
most high-profile cases of teenage
dillusionment and burn-out, it
was her first Grand Slam title after
recovering from her dark years of
drugs and behavioural problems.

The 24-year old Davenpor

breczed past  her  compatnot
Meghann Shaughnessy 6-3, 6-2 in
her second round mateh Thursday
in 67 minutes, :

"No, | definitely did not 1ake
her (Capriati) too lightly,” Daven-
port said of her 3-6, 4-6 defeat in
Melbourne, "I knew she was obvi.
ously playing very well after bear-
ing Seles and some other players.

"I think the part that is disap-
pointing is that when you get tha
far ina tournament, and you are al
the stages where the big marches
are, and you don’t play ai your
best ... | think that was the hardes:
part.

'l can handle losing, 1 would
rather loose and play well though,
but I thought I could have played
better on that day,

“But, it was just an incredible
story that she won, She is good
friend of mine and 1 was very
happy for her when | saw that she
won the final. I think everybody
deep down felt really happy for
her,” she added.

Davenport  defeated world
number one Martina Hingis of
Switzerland to win the Tokyo title
in 1998, and she is probably the
only player here who can stop the
"Swiss Miss” from winning her
third straight and fourth overall
Crown.

But belore that, she has to beat
in-form Iva Majoli of Croatia, the
1997 French Open champion and
1996 winner here, who stormed
back from match point down to
beat American seventh seed Lisa
Raymond 6-7 (3/7), 6-2, 7-6 (7/1).

"My flavourite conditions are
indoars and on a fast courl, so |
couldn’t ask for anything beuer
here. The main kev is o sene
well,” Davenport said.

I haven'| ]‘I-I-'H'l! va 1n a

number ol vears. so it should be
interesting. We always had really
tough maitches a couple of years
ago.

American Lindsay Davenport in action against compatriot Meghann
Shuagnessy during their Pan Pacific Open second round engagement

yesterday.

she returns very well, so I have to
be ready for some serves 1o come
back and just trv and outhit her
from the baseline,” she added.

AFP PHOTO

Sugiyama,Asagoe advance

KC_ATennis

AFP, Tokvo

Japanese Fed Cup tecammates Ai
Sugiyvama and Shinobu Asagoe
pulled off stunning solo victories
against seeded players in the sec-
ond round ol the Pan Pacilic Open
tennis tournament here Thursday.

Asagoe shocked fourth seed
Amanda Coetzer of South Africa 6-
4, 5-7, 7-6 (7/5) in the opening
maich of the day, and then Sugi-
vama followed her with a 6-4, 6-4
victorv over fifth seed Sandrine
Testud of France.

American seventh seed Lisa
Raymond also joined the depart-
ing Coetzer and Testud losing to
1996 I'rench Open champion Iva
Majoli 7-6 {7/3), 2-6. 6-7 (1/7).

Elsewhere normal service was
resumed with second seed Lindsay
Davenport and eighth seed Mag-
dalena Maleeva ol Bulgaria cruis-
ing through to the third round.
Davenport brushed aside fellow
American Meghann Shaughnessy
6-3, 6-2, while Maleeva outclassed
Tatiana Panova of Russia 7-6 (7/5),
6-2.

"I'm tired,” said Asagoe alter
her 159 minute battle. "I was un-
der pressure towards the end of
the match, because | was nervous
and [ was tired physically.

"All those things put pressure
on me. My opponent was
Amanda, but everything seemed
to me against me. I'm really tired.

“Whenever | have played a top
player before, I think too much of
trying to play aggressively. Bul
today I was able to concentrate
and be aggressive,” added Asagoe,

ranked 77th against Coetzer's
10th.

Sugiyvama pul her win over
Testud, the world number 15,
down to the example of her com-
patriot’s hard fought encounter.

"Asagoe showed a great fight-
ing spirit, her victory inspired me
very much " said Sugiyama,
ranked 49th. |

"I have plaved Sandrine many
times and | had never beaten her
helore, but it was close when [ losl
in Auckland in Januarnv. so |

thought 1 would have a chance
today. I was able to plav mv tennis
today.”

Coelzer, belore a partisan
home crowd, showed plenty of
apgression charging the net bul
she was unable to capitalise on her
breaks in the third set allowing

Asage 1o break back each time.

“I think both of us had oppor-
tunities throughout'the match and
probably didn't 1ake them,” said
the veleran South African, who
was a linalist here in 1999.

"I just made a lot of errors
when | was ahead and when |
should have been looking to close
out the match ... That was proba-
bly the most disappointing part,”
she added.

"When | play my best tennis, |
have a very good sense of where
exactly to hit the ball at the right
moment, (o keep them just a little
ofl balance, to keep it out of the
hitting reach,” said Coetzer.

“Today, she was playing so well
and I didn't have a chance to think
and play like that.
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Lutfur Rahman, project director of Samannita

handing over prize to a winner of the sports competition of the centre at
Paikpara Staff Quarters ground in Mirpur on January 30,
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“She is a consistent baseliner, -
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