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The Sunderbans: a bounteous treasure island

A premiere on the Sunderbans and life in and around it

TAWFIQUE ALI

orld's largest mangrove
forest, the Sunderbans is
located in the estuary of

the Ganges river in the southwest of
Bangladesh and spanning to the
southeastern portion of the state of
West Bengalin India.

It encompasses southern parts of
Satkhira, Khulna and Patuakhali dis-
tricts holding a majestic look by the
Bay of Bengal. A vibrant magnifi-
cence of this forest surpasses one's
imagination. In recognition of its
vastness of biotic and eco-diversity,
it has of late been declared a World
Heritage Site by the UNESCO. A
bounteous resourcefulness has
given this forest a role of treasure is-
land in the country's national econ-
omy.

Hundreds of species of birds and
animals have found their natural
abode here. The Royal Bengal Tigers,
astheirname suggests with their ma-
jestic look and enormous strength,
assume a representative position in
the Sunderbans. It is they who are
considered the flag bearers of
Bangladesh in the world's notable
Z00S.

The Sunderbans has earned fame
as the natural habitat for the Royal
Bengal Tigers. Diverse species of
wildlife get sustenance in the thick
forest and canopied waterways in
the Sunderbans. It offers a large-
scale employment opportunities

with its multifarious resources. This
forest is the single largest source of
the forestproductsinthe country.

But the suicidal fact is that the
country's lone mangrove forest suf-
fers a lethal blow of deforestation
and sheer negligence towards eco-
friendly management. In absence of
proper conservation management,
its very existence and sustenance
has already been threatened.
Mindless damage done to eco-
system has meanwhile resultedinin-
jurious aftermath causing
reapetitive environmental disaster.
Members of the civil society, several
bodies and non-governmental or-
ganisations are presently showing
their concern over the deforestation
and forest mismanagement.

A documentary film, titled
"Sunderbaner Lokaloye Deen
Raatri" has of late been made by
Dharitri Production a communica-
tion and media consultants agency.
Based on the bounteousness of the
forest and the lives of people who
live in and around Sunderbans and
make aliving extracting the forestre-
sources, the documentary was pre-
miered on January 27 in the late af-
ternoon at the British Council
Auditorium, Dhaka.

The film is precisely a documen-
tation of tales of the people living in
the areas surrounding the
Sunderbans. It recounts with much
compassion tale of their struggling

lives against the adverse nature. It
portrays how marginalised these
people are and how enterprising

with offerings for the god Krishna
and long for spiritual wellbeing and
purgation. They perform with due so-

The fishermen with their boats in a casual mood at the shore.

they are in undertaking the chal-
lenges posed the nature. Their liveli-
hood comes out of a tag of war with
nature. These abjectly poor people
depend on the forest, its waterways
and offshore sea. This is where they
toil in searching for their living and
atthe same time here they meet their
tragic end of life being devoured by
ferocious man-eaters like tiger.
Alongside this dismal aspect of life
they have a glimpse of joy on some

lemnity, 'Ganga Snan' or bathing in
the holy water of the Ganges. "Raash
Mela" a fair on the occasion, draw
people to cheer and enjoy them-
selves forgetting at least momen-
tarily the hardships of theirlives.

It is learnt from the history that
five hundred years back from now,
Emperor Shah Suja first imposed tax
on the Sunderbans. Since then reve-
nue has been being collected from
the Sunderbans for the public trea-

'Sundari' commonly found in this
forest.

The documentary mainly pro-
jects three kinds of professional peo-
ple who live in and around the
Sunderbans and make use of the for-
est resources. They are 'bawali' or
wood cutter; fishermen who fish in
the forest's interior waterways and
nearby sea-shore; and third the
'mowal' or honey collectors who col-
lect honey from the deep jungle at
the risk of own life. The film is mostly
an exposure of the fishing season,
which coincides with the Dublar
Char Mela the Hindu Krishna Lila
Puja held and celebrated on one of
the fishing islands in the
Sunderbans; the other fishing which
isunique in the world; the timber cut-
ting and the famous Sunderbans
honey collections. It covers a sea-
sonal cycle beginning with October
and ending in July, with the advent of
the monsoon.

Nearly fifty thousand people ex-
tract resource from this forest every-
day, according to the director and
producer of the film Razia Quadir.

The Sunderbans is unique in a
number of different ways. About five
centuries ago the forest was recog-
nized as an important resource base
and actual scientific management of
the forestwasinitiated over one hun-
dred and twenty fears back. This is

sidered as a viable resource base in
Asia, Africa and Tropical Latin
America. The forest is very rich in bi-

Instead, members of the civil society

had to raise a voice against govern-

otic diversity since it sustains nu-
merous species of plants, fishes,
birds, reptiles and mammals in addi-
tion to harbouring a threatened and
endangered wildlife.

This film is a documentary narra-
tive on the life in the Sunderbans fo-
cusing precisely upon the fact that
an over-extraction is posing threats
to the forest's fragile ecosystem. The
documentary also, at the same time,
voices a fervent call to conserve this
World Heritage Site.

It is regrettable that concerned
state run department could not have
undertaken an effective measure so

Launching avoyge to extract seatreasure.

ment drive to spoil existing foresta-

tionin the capital city.

The documentary is an outcome
ofan aptinitiative in wake of reckless
deforestation jeopardising the eco-
logical balance and destroying ani-
mal's natural habitat a process that
in the long run causes irreparable
hazard to human environment.

To talk about other aspects of the

film, it is highly rich in artistic value
in depicting day-to-day life of the
fishermen and other working class
people purelyinits natural state. Are-
count of their being trapped in a toil-
some struggle for existence oflife elo-
quently appeal to the viewers. Some
technical flaws, that the film suffers
from, require further editing, Razia

Quadiradmits.

Poetry Reading

A poetry reading session by
Sudeep Sen and the country's
emerging poets will be held at the
British Council Auditorium today at
6:00p.m.

Sudeep Sen's Postmarked
India: New & Selected Poems
(Harper Collins) was awarded the
Hawthorned Fellowship (UK) and
nominated for a Pushcart Prize
(US).

Art Exhibition

Alka mathur and Naresh Kapuria's
joint show is being held at Bengal
Gallery. Alka Mathur is a familiar
name in the Dhaka art circle. The
other is being introduced to the
gallery-goers through this
exhibition. The show is open till
February 2.

Water Colour Show

A special water colour show
featuring country's seven
celebrated water colour artists now
being held at Shilpangan art gallery
from 10 am-8pm everyday until
February 4.

The participating artists are
Professor Abdur Razzaque,
Mostafa Manwar, Professor
Qayyum Chowdhury, Professor
Hashem Khan, Professor Rafiqun
Nabi, Monirul Islam (Spain) and
Professor Hamiduzzaman Khan.

Exhibition

Nurul Amin's 1st solo exhibition of

occasion like Raash Purnima in this ' oiion ¢
studio pottery and glaze painting is

sury. Its are stretches out about 2500

Ausual scene of collecting Gol Pata (Palm leaves) from the Sunderbans. Its
aprofessionthat thousants of people engaged in from the adjacent areas of

the forest.

nearby locality of the Sunderbans.
During this Hindureligious occasion
the surrounding villages wear a fes-
tive look and the inhabitants wake
up with jubilation and mirth.
Believers from far off regions come
and gather at the 'Dublar Chaar'

square miles. This forest provides
many industries with raw materials.
Khulna Newspaper Mills, lone such
mill in the country, is supplied with
the kind of tree called 'Gaoa' as its
raw materials. The Sunderbans has
been named after a tree called

very significant in the sense that

Aserene inagnificenc ofthe Sunderbans.

far in view of creating mass aware-

even today mangroves are not con-
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ness regarding forest conservation.

Plenty of reasons are there to con-
vince the viewers that the documen-
tary would make a significant point
to raise mass awareness aimed at

wildlife conservation with its diver-

sity.

going on at the Zainul Gallery,
Institute of Fine Art, University of

The exhibition will remain open
everyday from 10am to 8pm il
February 3.
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