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Did U Know?
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H;t' Monteviden tew the hiest toaotball
World Cup which took place
beitween july 13-30 1930, The prize
of the eventual winners was a
32cm (125-inch)  high trophy
made of solid gold and weighing
IZIb. Designed by the French
sculptor, Abel Lafleur, its sporting
value was priceless and there were
I3 captains all eager 1o get their
hands on the trophy.

Because  of  the travelling
involved, the number of European
entrants totalled only four. The
journey across the Atlantic in 1930
wius not the easv task it is today.
There were no  scheduled  ai
routes, so the journey had to be
boat and that took

The l'LIIl][‘It';Il'I ll.‘;‘irl.*wt‘l‘l.ldlif.]t'l
not the best the continent
master. Romania., lor

example, were not supposed to be
sending a team to Uruguay until

their young
intervened  and

(:tlri}l.
with

Ning,
pleaded

emplovers (o give three months
leave to emplavees selected for the
Romanian squad. They agreed, the
Ning set about picking the team
himsell and then the team began a
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Shahid Afridi
(Pakistan crnicketen
1 kl""l!_:h'- there was

-
- |

bowling action and |
clearsd "

After a Pakistani panel okayed his
bowling action on Saturday
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1st one-gday international
Live at 6:45 am
Sportskne Tonght

Live at 8:00 pm

Australia vs Zim

nbabwe

10th one-day international highlights
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Competition 143

v Tick the Correct Answers
Post to Eh:r flails Sfar
Win attractive prizes
Competition closes at 8 pm

Feb 2, 2001 and draw
shortly afterwards

L{ Which is FIFA's top ranked
Country?
Brazil italy J Holland

2 H.““' many Test hwundreds has
Steve %Uﬂﬁ('wixi’?

| 24 % 2%

Y

3. What Is the result of the Soutl

Africa-Sri Lanka OD! serics?
5-1 | 80 4.2

-
4] Who is the lone double
centurion in the National
Cricket League?

S —

Farh:al'*[Jtn e Omar | Aminul

5By which margin did
Bangladesh go down 1o
Bosnia in the Sahara

Millennium Cup?
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JGREEN DELTANATL
'CRICKET LEAGUE

1 Buonan v Khualnao

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Biman were crowned
champions of the Green Delta
Second National Cricket League in
the most empathic fashion, when
they outclassed Khulna by an
innings and 55 runs on the final
day of their four<day match al
Shamshul Huda Stadium  in
Jessore yesterday.

The national fMlag carrier, who
went into the title-deciding match
with fate hanging in the outcome
of the Dhaka  Meuopolis-
Chittagong game, put the issue
heyond any question whon they

shot Khulna owt o 135 e the
stroke ol the luneh broak,
And as the news of Binan

celebration from Jessore reached
Dhaka. Chitragong captain
Minhazul Abedin quickly decided
not o fight for a lost cause against
Dhaka Metropolis al the
Bangabandhu National Stadium,
where the match was declared a
draw at the same time with no
apparent results on the cards.
'here was however little doubt
regarding a Biman triumph alter
flabibul Bashar smashed a double
century and Hasanuzzaman
notched up his third on in the
League on Monday, giving the
scason’s most entraimng side a
lirst innings lead of 200 runs.
Bashar was starving lor runs
throughout the League. Bul the
national  top-order  balsman
returned to form in the most
pugnacious way by cracking a
superb 224, It was also the highest
mdividual score by any player in
the League. Bashar's teammate
Pakistani recruit Imran Farhat.
who made 216 against Chittagong
in the first round held the
distinction previously.
Hasanuzzaman complceled a
fantastic individual season with
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118, The voung right-hander has
been the mainstay ol Biman
batting especially when the chips
were down,

Khulna were the surprise
package in the four-team linal
phase having caused a number ol
upsets this year. Their set of latent
talents however tumbled at the
crunch moments.

Resuming the final day on 82
for two and needing another
hundred odd runs to make their
more illusinous opponents bal

BASHAR...229

again, the hosts tumbled like a
pack ol cards in the face ol some
quality scam bowling from Anwal
[Hossain Monir and Mohammad
Sharil.

The new-ball duo of Biman
shared seven wickets with Monir
finishing with four for 34. Shanf
took three for 38, Monir, the lanky
right-arm seamer of BKSP, had
missed most part ol the League
due to injury. Sharif was onc of the
main architects ol the Bunan
success with a bag of 49 wickels

| he inclusion ol the 17-vear-
old quickiec by delault paid nch
dividends lor an otherwise aging
pace attack of Biman.

lamaluddin 47

iman’s veni vidi vici

[ he also  earned
B, one of the two new entrant
s the

I((
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civiable tag ol wintung an
recornised hirst-class evenld
Biman, with this win, raised
their tally to 50 points. six ahvad of
their nearest challengers
Chitagong. They will play thei
final limited overs match agamsi
Khulna at the same venue today.
But the game is left with academic

interest nnh‘. .

SCOREBOARD

Final scoreboard ol the lour-day
Green  Delta National  Crickel
League match berween
Bangladesh Biman and Khulna al
the Jessore Stadium yesterday.,

KHULNA: First innings 289 all
out in 107 overs (Rana 7b.
not out; A Wasin
3763, Monir 2/106)

BIMAN: First innings 489 all
out in 1483 overs (Bashar 224,
Hasanuzzaman 118; Jamaluddin
a/62, Rana 4/75)

KHULNA: Second INIINES
(Overnight 82 for 2 in 31 overs)

Nahidul ¢ Mukter b Moni Y
Raju b Sharif 4
Salahuddin ¢ Mukter b Monir | 1
Rana ¢ Mukter b Shartil 3
Jamaluddin b Monir 27
Salim b Moni 0
Asadullah not out 28
Fushar ¢ sub b Shar ()
Sohail b Ziautn 14
Al-Amin ¢ Mukter b Ziaus I
Monjurul run oul I
Extras: (b-8, 1b-1, nb-8) 17
Total: (All out in 63 overs) 145
Fall ol wickels: 1/12, 2132,
3/95, 4/96, 5/97, 6/99. /101,
8/140,9/142
Bowler O M R W
Shartl 17 4 38 3
Moni 19 4 34 q
A Wasim 12 3 26 ()
Ziaul 8 R 2
\iminul } i ()
I aruque I 0 2 ()
| tasanuzzaman 2 I 6 0
Result:  Bangladesh  Biman

won by an innings and 55 runs.

Rafiq, Mehrab sign contract

_ _H | Cricket
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SPORIS RLIMORIIER

| he Bangladesh Cricket Board
(11 13) has brought apener Mehrab
| lossain and spinner Mohammad
Ralique on its pavroll, exiending
the number of plavers  under
coniract o hwenty

4
-Ji"' / _I._,_f'- i

RAFIQUE

A source in the Board disclosed
that VOUNEZSLUTS Mohammad
Ashralul and Mohammad Sharil
i1 also on way to join the list of
puol plavers

Left-armer Rafigue, who was
nut picked for the contract signed
In August last vear but played in
the 1€C.C Knockout Trophy in
Nenva. completed the formalities

with the Board on Saturday.
(O the other hand, Mehrab.
phaned  in Bangladesh's
ntaugural Test against India las
November having remained out ol
action for six months with a knee
injury, signed his contract on
Mondav.

Both Rafique and Mchrab have
been put into Grade A, and the
contract would be eflective from
October last year. The Board pays
a salary of Taka four lakh per
annum for a Grade A cricketer.

New batting sensation
Mohammad Ashraful and
firecbrand pacer Mohammad

Sharif, who are already called up
along with 20 others in the
primary camp lor Zimbabwe tour,
are likelv to sign contract in few
days

The Board is obligated to sign
contract soon because ol its latest
decision that bars the 22 players in
trial camp from taking part in
Dhaka Premier League. As per the
Board rule, even if Ashraful and
Sharnl fail to make it to the tour
party of 15, they would not be
allowed to play in the league.

[t was gathered that the Board
would put them in Grade C,
cricketers ol which category would
get Taka two lakh per annum.
Cirady B cricketers  would
meanwhile draw a salary of Taka
lakh per annum.

Cricketers
b mveve

outside payroll

privately claimed

thomselyes |l|L'|-..ﬂ. ol 1|I|l'\ would be
carming  more  than twiwee than
it B cnoketors plaving  in

over i

Dhaka |eague, which
viears has heen the maimn source 0l

earning lor them.

I'he other 20 cricketers on
payroll arc: Naimur Rahnan,
Khaled Masood, Akram Khan,
\vminul  Islam, Javed Omar,

[ 1abibul Bashar, Shahriar Hossain,
Lnamul [foque,  Al-Shahriar,
Hasibul Hossain, Monjurul Istiom,
Bikash [Yas. Rupin Saleh

SRVATTER

MEHRAB
\lam,  Nasitul  Alam,  Fahim
NMuntasi Lhsanul Flaque,
Mushliqur Rahman, Sabbir Khan,
Mohammad Rafigue and Mehrab
[ lossaimn.,

e primary camp the
forthcoming  Zimbabwe tour
would start from the second week
of February. Bangladesh team will
lcave for Harare on April 1 (o play
WO and three one-day
international matches.

1 ests

Nasser knows what's ahead

EYYMCricket
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Fngland captain Nasser [Hussain
pulled no punches when hi _.1-1
mitted that his team lace a diflicul
challenge ahead of theis thiree-
L ost tour in S Lanki.

Fhe BEngland team lelt Jor Co-
fombo Luesday and speaking at a
Heathrow hotel press conlerence
FHussain said: “Sri Lanka is a very
difficult place to play. They are a
tough side: it's a great place (o go
on holiday but a hard place 1o play
cricket,”

Away from home the Sri
Lankans have been unable to re-

2-0)
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produce the kind of form which
makes them lormidable oppo-
nents at home, most noticcably
seen in their series defeat in South
Alrica.

But with the added edge of a
naisy home suppaort, IHussain said
that Sl Lanka's recent  disap-
penniments will fade into insignili-
cance as they prepare to warn the
tables on England.

4‘ 7 1

NASSER HUSSAIN

"Mentally they will be o liule
deflated and they mav hive the
selectors and the press on their
CAase,

“But it won't have that much
nnpact on the cricket. In South
Viica they were playing on hard
wickets that suited quick bowlers,
Conditions in Sri Lanka will be like
Pakistan but more so - the wicketrs

will be slower and turn mor

"Sri Lanka too are a very hos-
tile, noisy team. I expect everthing
there to be doubly dilficult to what
it was in Pakistan

"Remember when Sri Lanka
last played us at The Oval on a
sub-continental stvle piteh? They
bowled us out, scored at six an
over and then bowled us oul
again.”

Sri Lanka won that Test in 1998
by 10 wickets with Muttiah Mu-
ralitharan taking 16 for 220, | he
unigue off-spinner, whose acton
has been a source of constant
controversy, remains Sn Lanka's
most potent weapon but Hussain
insisted England had no special
plan to combat him,

“He's a great bowler and could
cnd up as the greatest Test bowler
of all time. | know it's a cliche bui
peaple must play hime as they see
him,

‘I guys want to get rid of the
tour fielders around the bat by
attacking him that's fine but if
they are confident in their delence
then they can play him that way,

SEE PAGE 15
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Nat'l youth cricket
Easy victory
for Comilla
-l‘j_‘NB’l”“f‘-”

Comilla registered a comfortable
96G-run victory over Rajbari in the
20" National Youth Cricket Cham-
pionship at Thakurgaon yesterday.

Opted o bat first, Comilla
scored a moderate 232 runs lor
nine in stipulated 50 overs with
number five bat Bulbul contrib-
uted 58 off 67 balls with 7 hits to
the fence and one over the lence.

Number seven batsman  Bi-
kash scored an unbeaten 50 runs
olf 75 balls featuring live bounda-
rics while opener Simu made an
uselul 41 in 60 balls including
three lours.

Zahirul was the most suc
cesslul among the Rajbari bowlers
taking three wickets lor 38 in his
nine-over spell with maiden while
Roman claimed two lor 45 in 10
ODVTA,

In reply, Rajbari were  dis-
missed Tor 136 in 42.2 overs with
Parag making 36 in 51 deliveries
hitting three fours and a six.

I'wo down Shipon (20), num-
ber hive RBoman (20) and tail-endcs
Rabbo (not out 19) were the other
Rajbart batsmen reaching double
ligure,

Comilla skipper and new ball

bowler Whasel grabbed three
wickets conceding 25 runs in 10
overs with two maidens while

James and Russel took two wickets
each.

BRIEF SCORES
COMILLA DSA: 232 for 9 in 50

overs (Bulbul 58. Bikash not oul
50, Simu 41, James 22, Zahir 11,
extras 28: Zahirul 3/38, Roman

2/45, Parag 1/15, Mitul 1/15, Sajib
1/47.

RAJBARI DSA: 136 all out in
2.2 overs (Parag 36, Shipon 20,
Roman 20, Rabbo unbeaten 19,
extras ~ 27; Whasel 3/25, James
2118, Russel 2728, Bikash 1/26 and
Maont 1/36.

Nat'l schools

cricket
UNB, dhata

\ blistering ton by Siper guided
Raverbazar High to earn huge 265-
run victory over Moonlight K&I1
School in the 197 Standard Char-
tered ANZ National Schools
Cricket Championship vesterday,

Siper belted 26 boundaries and
Ilwo over boundanes facing 107
balls to score 169 runs helping
Raverbazar make 345 for 3 in
Jipulated 35 overs at the Dhan
mondi Cricket Stadium. Rony was
another notable scorer making 83
oll 69 balls.

Chasing the huge total, Moon
light managed 80 for 8 in 22.2
overs. Two ol their batsmen did
not appear on the ground. Karim
picked up tour for 17.

A\t the City Club ground, Bang-
ladesh Adarsha Shikkha Niketon
(BASN) outplayed Dhaka Blue Sky
Pre-Cadet High by 191 runs.

Batting first, BASN collected
256 runs lor nine in the stipulated
35 overs.

In reply, Dhaka Blue Sky were
all out lor69in 19.5 overs.

\t the Dhanmondi Club
ground, Motijtheel Government
Hhgh beat Motijheel Model High
by Ll runs.

Battmg hirst, Motijheel Govwvt
High scored 162 runs for all in 25.3
overs and in Tr-l‘ih', ."‘nlt'lli“'ll ¢
Model were all out tor 101 in 23.4

OVUTS.

NZ, SL meet in
first ODI today

RrUTERS, Napler

St Lankan bowlers Muttiah Mu-
ralitharan and Chaminda Vass are
likely 1o live up for the tourists
when they play New Zealand in
thoe lirst one-day international ol a
live-match series in Napier on
!‘-"n.l'lh'll.”'\{!‘i.l'_'u

Both ofl-spinner Muralitharan
and left-arm seamer Vass - who
between them total 304 one-day
internationals and 398 wickets -
arrived in New Zealand carrying
injuries from Sn Lanka’s recent
tour of South Africa,

But they bowled at practise on
Fuesday and coach Day What-
mutre said he would be surprised il
bhaoth did not play on Wednesday.
TEAMS
NEW ZEALAND (from): Stephen
Fleming (captain), Nathan Astle,
Mathew Sinclair, Craig McMillan,
Roger Twose, Chris Harris, Jacob

Oram, James Franklin, Adam
Parore, Daniel Vettori, Andrew
Penn, Chris Martin.

SRI LANKA (lrom); Sanath
Javasunya (captain), Marvan Ala-
pattu, Russel Arnold, Mahela

Jayawardene, Aravinda de Silva,
Kuimai Sangakarra, Avishka
Gunawardene,  Romesh  Kalu-
witharana, Muttiah Muralitharan,
Chaminda Vaas, Nuwan Zoysa,
Dithara Fernando, Kumar Dhar-
masena, Ruchira Perera, Lrie Upa-
shantha,

P10 STAR

Ehsanul of Chittagong, who scored a brilliant century against Dhaka Metropolis in the Green Delta National
Cricket League at the Bangabandhu Natioan| Stadium on Monday, here sweeps one.

Metro, Ctg share spoils

. GREEN DELTA NAT'L

ot A
e s

. CRICEET LEAGUE

I 1 2hiaka Littagonge

SPORTS REPORTER

The lour-day match ol the Green
Delta National League between
Dhaka Metropolis and last year s
champions Chittagong hzzled oul
into a tame draw at (he
Bangabandhu National Stadium
(BNS) vesterday

'he game, the last four-dayer
ol the season [or both teams, was
called off belore the lunch break
on the final day alter the captains

agreed Lo stop as no realistic resull
was in  sight. Hosts Dhaka
Metropolis were 177 lor four iIn

their second innings at that point.
\lthough thy
Jdisappointn
Biman dothioned, Dhakd
had « delight
alter an unfortunate episode n
Comilla, where they
ireated by Chittagong supporters
in the previous round
Chittagong’s hopes of retaining
the utle were dashed even belore
the match progressed on the final
day when they conceded a first

oultcComie wils 4
lor €. 201,
whom
h-nu"n‘i" v H_&,[whti

were badly

innings lead against the hosts.
['he port city outhit, who laced

a lot ol In amd ofl Ihl_' {‘hill'h
problems during the course of the
League, could manage Lo score 374
in reply to a mammoth Dhaka
NMetro first innings total of 503 for
nine declared.

[heir hopes deltly defied by
the enterprising Dhaka..

'or Dhaka, Al-Shahriar and
Halim Shab put on 120 runs for
the second wicket. Al-Shahriar,
who missed his second hundred in
the League for five runs in the [irst
innings, scored a rypically
aggressive 69 off 93 balls. The
right-hander hammered nine
fours and a six in his 120-minuts
stay at the crease

[{alim scored 41
that included five lours

[he lelt Chittagong
with then [H'.".l-'lfl‘-n-.H”l'-.lilll'l ol 14

balls

oll 77

oulcome

poinis. Dhaka, who got four points
by virtue of enjoying a [irst iInnings
advantage, improved their tally to
1)

They wall g‘ri.l._‘.. their f[inal
limited overs match today. But it
would not elfect the standings,
which has alreadv been decided

with Biman winning the title
Chitagong flinished runners-up
Dhaka Mectropolis claimed (he

third position ahead of Khulna

SCOREBOARD

IFinal scorcboard of the four-day
Green  Delta National  Crickel
League match between Dhaka
Metropolis and Chittagong at the
Bangabandhu National Stadium
vesterday

DHAKA METROPOLIS: Firsl
innings 503 for 9 Dec. (Ashraful
157, Al-Shahriar 95, Neevamur 96,
Biplob 58; Saliuddin 4/95)

CHITTAGONG: First innings
374 all out in 123.4 overs (Ehsanul
101, Akram 58, Minhazul 55, Nafis
50; Ashralul 7/99)

DHAKA METROPOLIS: Second
innings (overnight 38 for 1 1n 11
OVErs

Ashralul ¢ Nalis b Safiuddin 1]
Halim ¢ & b Enamul 4]
Al-Shahriar b S Mehmud 69
Sajjad ¢ sub b S Mehmud 14
Naimur not oul 15
Neeyamur nol oul B
Extras: (b-10, lb-2, nb-6, w-1) 19
Total: (Ford wicketsin 42 overs) 177
Fall of wwckets: 1/15, 2/135
3/138, 4/159
Bowler 0O M R W
Anis 4 () 24 U
Saliuddin 12 3 30 l
Enamul 12 0 5] !
Rezaul 5 l 20 0
SMehmud 9 2 40 2

Result: Maitch drawn.

Aussies just too muc

EY Y1 Cricket

AFEP, robar

All-conquering  Australia  beat
Zimbabwe by six wickets in a i
ord-breaking run-spree by buoth
teams in a Carlton tri-nation scries
one-day cricket clash at Bellerive
Oval here Tuesday.

Zimbabwe, sent in when Aus-
ralian captain Steve Waugh won
the toss, amassed 279 for six from
their full quota ol 50 overs -- their
highest-ever total against Austra
lia.

But the home team, faced with
Lhetr I"Il'._iul"-n[ t'|ld|h'l1gr of the se-
nes, treated the opposition with
near-contempt as they cruised 1
victory with six overs to spare in
making 282 for four -- their high
est successiul run chase on home
erritory.,

[t was the seventh win in a row
In this competition by the seem
inglv invincible Australians.

Zimbabwe, on the other hand,
still have only one win from six
outings and are now in serious
danger of missing a place in next
months's best of three hinals of the
210,000 dollar (120,000 US) com-
petition,

[heir last chance will come
Friday when they meet the West
Indies in a crucial day-night baule

roval at the WACA Ground in
Perth
The winner will almost cer-

tainly earn a passport to the big

showdown with Australia for the

major portion ol the prizemoney
Zimbabwe's big total Tuesday

their best of the: series WS
built around a marvellous 124
lrom 142 balls by lelt-handed

opener Alistair Campbell, who was
named man ol the match -- some
consolation lor himshing a loser
alter such a superb knock.

Campbell and Guyv  Whittall
(36) put Zimbabwe well on the
road to their competitive total
when they hammered 94 lor the
first wicket before Whittall was run
out by Australia's new wicket-
keeper Brad Haddin, who broke
the stumps at the non-striker's
end.

Andy Flower (51 from 44 balls,
with six boundaries) and Stuart
Carlisle (36 from 40 balls) also
contributed in an even batting
performance.

With Australia’s attack below
par, unly Glenn McGrath with 2-43
contained the Zimbabweans

But Zimbabwe, whose attack
has no depth, never looked like
defending their big total.

\ustralia's stand-in opener
Andrew Symonds made 60 from
17 balls -- though he had lortune
on his side. He might have been
out from the [irst ball of the in-
nings, a lifting deliverv hurled
down by speedster Heath Streak --
a catch behind
glove was tumed down

but an appecal lol
oll (he

hat was a devastating blow lor
Zihbabwe, Al

who seemed 10 b

CAMPBELL ... m-0-m

balance alter thai
ment.

Steve Waugh, with
from 71 balls, kept up the mo-
mentum. \t the other end,

g disappoinl

a cool B

opener Mark Waugh played an
clegant hand, reaching his 100
with the winning shot of the

maltch to the boundary.

Ihe: one Zimbabwe bowler
who could hold his head high was
leg-spinner Brian Murphy, with a
fine return ol 3-52 from his 10
OVLUrs.

[Te struck with his very first ball
when he had Svmonds caught in
the deep by Dirk Viljoen and then
snapped up Steve Waugh [bw and
had Haddin caught.

SCOREBOARD

Scorchoard at end ol Australia-
Zimbabwe Carlton tri-nation se-
res one-day match at . Bellerive
Ovil on Tuesday:

ZIMBABWE

Campbell st Haddin b Warme 124
Whittall run out 306
Carlisle ¢ Symonds b Martyn 36

\ Flower ¢ Martyn b \Warne 3
Streak not out | 1)
G Flower b McGrath R
Viljoen b McGrath |
I'xtras: (Ib-6, w-8, nb-4) 18
I'otal: (For 6 wkits in 50 overs) 279
Fall of wickets: 1-94, 2-164, 3-
2G5. 4-266. 5-269, 6-279
Bowler M R W
McGrath 10 ] 43 2
Fleming 1 0) U 406 0
larvey 10) I 54 0
Warmut 9 Vi V.
Symonds 7 l 51 0
Nartvn ! 0 28 1

AUSTRALIA

Symonds ¢ Viljoen b Murphy 60
M Waugh not out 100
Ponting ¢ Mackayv b Nkala 6
S Waugh Ibw b Murphy Rl
[Haddin ¢ Whittall b Murphy 13
Harvey not out I3
I'stras: (b-3, Ib-1, w-3, nb-2) 9
[otal: (For 4 wkisin 44 overs) 282

Fall of wickets: 1-89, 2-114, 3-

234, 4-258

Bowler 0O M R W
Streak 10 0 49 0
Strang B O %S
Nkala 5 0 33 ]
Mackay 4 0 33 0
Murphy 10 0 Sfite
Viljoen 4 0 28 0
Whittall 5 0 41 0

Result: Australia won by six
wickets.

Man-of-the-match: Alistair
Campbell.
STANDINGS

P W . PiIS

Ausiralia 7 7 14
"t"k !Htlll“'\ T :.1 r' 4
Zimbabwe 1 ; 2

Green Délta :
jr hockey

UNB, piaka

Dhaka Hockey Club beat Shanu-
nagar Club 2-1 in the tie-breaker
in the Green Delta Metropolis
Junior Division Hockey League at
the Maulana Bhasani National
Stadium vesterday.

After goalless stipulated 70
minutes, Shariful and Faruque
scored for Dhaka Hockey Club
while Shaheen netted the lone
goal for Shantinagar.

Earlier in the day’s first match,
Dilkusha SC managed a solitary
goal victory over PWD SC at the
same venue.




