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Builders under fire for
Gujarat quake losses

AFP, Ahmedabad

As thedeath toll soared [rom the
earthquake which ravaged the
Indian state of Gujarat, anger
mounted Tuesday against builders
whose poor construction and cost-
cutting were being blamed for the
heavylosses.

Indian newspapers expressed
outrage on Tuesday against con-
struction firms whose structures in
towns and villages across the state
collapsed into knee-high heaps of
rubble.

Estimates of the number of dead
from the quake, which registered 7.9
on the Richter scale, have been
placed as high as 100,000 with some
200,000 injured.

Several towns in Gujarat were
virtually wiped from the map.

Ami calls for an official probe
into building standards. the
Calcutta-based daily The Statesman
said: "No inquiry is necessary 1o

establish that the loss would have
been far less if civil authorities had
done their duty and unscrupulous
builders had been forced to curb
their greed.

“There has obviously been an
attempt 1o conserve costs at the
expense ol safery,” the paper said.
"Most buildings were death traps
belore people moved into them.

“Any inquiry must investigate
the collusion between unscrupu-
lous builders and municipal author-
ities responsible for approving plans
before construction can begin,” The
Statesman added.

The Hindustan Times said the
“highest priority must be given to
maintamning a rating system (o
assess how well communities actu-
ally enforce the construction codes.

“The criteria drawn up by the
Indian Bureau of Standards for
buillding houses in quake-prone
areas must be taken much more
senously than what has been done
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sofar.”

Disaster management experts
expressed hope that the recommen-
dations of a two-year-old experts’
report on making high-rise and
other buildings quake-prool may
finally be implemented by state
governments.

However, members of the con-
struction industry warned against
any knee-jerk reaction,

"It would be premature to fix the
blame without a detailed survey,”
said Anand Tatu, vice president of
the Gujarat Institute of Civil
Engineers and Architects.

"Like in any profession, you have
some people who are sincere and
some whoare not,” Tatu said.

Leading construction companies
in Gujarat complained they could
not be held responsible for the
incompetence of cowboy operators
whoignoresalety guidelines.

“None of the buildings which we
had put up has suffered damage,”

sald Bhupendra Moharawala, a
senior partner ol Bakeri Associales.

"We have been in this field for 40
years. There are many new builders
who are coming into our trade now
who have hardly any experience.
They are just looking for quick
prohts.” |

N.G. Patel, another prominent
builder, said those buildings
designed and constructed by quality
firms had not been destroyed in the
quake.

“The buildings which have col-
lapsed have all been designed by
newcomers who were previously
involved in completely separate
trades like the cloth business,” Patel
said.

"Technological experts have told
us that even those buildings which
have survived the quake could be
vulnerable to tremorsin the future, *

"We are therefore asking our
clients to make suitable reinlorce-
ments,” Patel said.
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Afghan refugees stay outside their makeshift camps to get sun heat in Jalozai refugee camp near Pakistani north
west city of Peshawar on Monday. The United Nations is concerned about deportations of Afghan "illegal immi-
grants” from Pakistan amid an escalating refugee crisis as thousands flee war and drought.

Protesters
torch Pak
daily for
'‘blasphemy’

AFP. Peshawar

A frenzied mob Tuesday torched the
printing press of a local English-
language daily for publishing blas-
phemous remarks against the
prophet Mohammad, police and
wilnesses said,

Witnesses said several hundred
slogan-chanting students belonging
to fundamentalist party Jamaat-i-
Islami stormed the buildin of the
Frontier Post after a gathering in a
nearby mosque.

“They pelted bricks and broke
open its iron gates," a journalist at
the scene said.

The attackers set newsprint rolls
and machinery on fire, he said,
adding: "The press has been totally
gutted.”

Police, who sealed the office on
Monday and charged seve senmor
employees under dranonian blas-
phemy laws, were present in
strength but did not intervene as the
mob rampaged through the build-

INg, witnesses said.

Al urges for a change to
torture culture in India

AFP . NewDelhi o

Amnesty International vrged India
Tuesday to crack down on the use ol
torture, which was too often ignored
as a "necessary evil” by the govern-
ment and judicial authoritnes.

Launching a vear-long campaign
aginsi torture in India, the London-
based human nights group said the
practise remained widespread
despite official pledges to rectily the
siuation,

"For too long 1orture has been
accepted as a necessary evil,’
Amnesty said inab5-page report.

“Torture persists as a way (o
Investgate crimes, extract conles-
sions, extort money and punish
individuals; because perpetrators
know they can get away with it; and
because the public expects instant
punishment.,”

Amnesty listed methods of tor-
rure ranging from electric shocks 10
suspension from ceilings and severe

beatings with long, wooden canes

known as “lathis."

Beatings are often not reported
because they are so much a part of
the arrest and detention process, il

said.

lhe reporl
povernment,
olhcials had made public commit-
ments to deal with the problem, but
stressed that "much more” needed
1o be done.

Observing that torture "feeds ofl
discrimination,” Amnesty said
marginalised groups like the lowest
members of the caste system were
most at risk

"Police often act at the behest of a
powerful group rather than act
lawfully in the interests of society as
awhole,

“Unul action is taken to address
this discrimination, the marginal
iIsed will continue to be at risk ol
lorture.

Ihe Amnesty report included 14
recommmendations,
addressing institutional problems
which facilitate torture and provid-
ing for adequare ruards
investigation of abuses

noted that some

saleg

judicial and police |

including |

and |

"We are asking the Indian gov- |

ernment 1o demonstrate that it
means what it says about ending
torture by taking them up and set-
tingabout real change.

'S Asia a concern for Bush admin'

AFPI 4“?“'&‘”?!

South Asia will be a concern for the
new US administration as long as
Indo-Pakistan relations remain
frozen, said Shirin Tahir-Kheli, one
of the people tipped to become US
assistant secretary of state for the
region.

Inan interview with the Times of
India published Tuesday, Tahir-
Kheli, the direcior of South Asian
Studies at John Hopkins University,
said the best way to step away from
confronlation was 10 encourage

economic and trade links between
the rivals.

She cited a proposed Iran-India-
Pakistan gas pipeline as a project
that could "change the dynamics of
Indo-Pakistan relations.”

Tahir-Kheli, who was in the
Indian capital 10 attend a confer-
ence, is a US citizen of Pakistani
origin and was embroiled in a con-
troversy even before President
George W. Bush 1ook office on
January 20.

A section of Indian-Americans --
convinced that Tahir-Kheli would be

appointed to replace Karl Inderfurth
as assistant secretary of state for
South Asia and use her position to
uit US policy towards Pakistan --
started a campaign against her
through the mediaand the Internet.

Tahir-Kheli, who has lived in the
United States since she was 13, felt
the controversy merely showed up
South Asia as a "cantankerous
region.”

She has advised successive
Republican administrations on
South Asiasince the early 1980s.
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Lockerbie blast verdict |-
likely today

AFP, Campzeisi

I'he Scottish court trying two
Libyans charged with the murder of
270 people in the 1988 Lockerbie
bombing will announce its verdict
onWednesday.

Judge Ranald Sutherland, one of
the three Scottish judges hearing the
case, said the court would meet
Wednesday at 1000 GMT to give the
verdict and then adjourned
luesday s session

It will bring down the curtain
down on 84 days of courtroom
drama in which Abdel Basset Ali al-
Mcgrahi and Al-Amin Khalifa
I'himah, alleged Libyan secrel
agents, are accused of putting an
unaccompanied suitcase bombona
Hight out of Malta tagged for transfer
via Frankfurt onto a New York-
bound Boeing 747 at London
IHeathrowairport.

Il they decide the pair are guilty
ol downing Pan American Flight 103
over Scotland's southwest on
December 21, 1988 the judges will
pass a mandatory sentence of life
impnsonment. It only takes a 2-1

— e

majonty loraconviction.
If they consider the evidence too

weak for a conviction, they can
acquit the defendants.
Under Scottish law however,

there is a third option open to them:
that of "not proven.” In this case too,
the defendants would walk free.

I'he longest murder trial in
British legal history so lar is esli-
malted to have cost 60 million
pounds sterling (90 million dollars),
with the United States picking up
big chunk of the tab. Most of the
viciims ol Pan Am Flight 103 were US
citizens.

Under an agreement beltween
Britain, the United States and
Libyan leader Moamer Kadhali, the
trial is being held at a former NATO
air base in Holland that has been
lemporarily declared Scottish soil

I'he Libyans insisted the trial be held |

on neutral ground and without a
Jury.

Megrahi, 48, and Fhimah, 44,
remain inside a custom-built prison
at Camp Zeist that is equipped with
a small mosque and Arabic satellite

television.

UN concerned at Pak move
to deport Afghan refugees

new sites lor relugees in Pakistan, as |

Al P, Jalozai, ;mlmrm

e

Ihe United Nations is concerned
about deportations of Afghan "ille-
pal immigrants” from Pakistan amid
an escalating refugee crisis as thou-
sands flee war and drought, UN
oflicials said.

With more than 72,000 Alghans
secking assistance at this makeshift
northwestern refugee camp in the
past two weeks, Pakistan has report-
edly begun deporting illegal immi-
prants from the wider Afghan dias-
porahere,

The deportations, so far number-
mg only a few hundred, follow
Pakistan’s stated determination 1o
prevent another influx of needy
people from neighbouring
Alghanistan, which is wracked by
relentless war and drought.

United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) representative to Pakistan
Hasim Utkan said he was concemed
by the deportations following the
closure of the border late kst year,

He said the UNMHCR was also
having problems finding suitable

conditions at Jalozai detenorate
rapidly and children die of exposure
during the cold winter nights.

“We have to do something very
quickly to prevent a major humani-
tarian disaster,” he said alter a toun
ol this poorly equipped camp nean
the city of Peshawar, North Wesi
Fronter Province.

‘Some people have described
(Jalozai) as a ‘living graveyard' and
alter staying for about an hour I can
understand why,

‘I have been in hpymanitarian

work tor 23 years and I am not exag- |

goerating to say that 1 have not seen
anything worse."

UN olficials said 18 children had
died here since December, mostly ol
preventable ilinesses such as dysen-
ery and pneumonia,

The camp, which has no sanita-

tion or wells for drinking water, was
cleared a lew weeks ago and the
inhabitants, most of whom hud
arrived since September, were
moved (o better conditions at the
nearby Shamshatoo camp.

Annan trying w arrange
Arafat-Barak summit

AFP, cazciy

UN chiel Kofi Annan is trying to
arrange a summit between Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak and
Palestinian leader Yasser Aralat
despite Israel’s decision to suspend
peacemaking until after the
February 6 leadership election, a
Palestinian official said Tuesday:.

"We have nothing against a
summit. There are international
¢lforts, in specific from the UN

secretary general, 1o hold a meeting
berween Arafat and Barak," said the
olficial, speaking on condition of
anonymity,

The official added that nothing
hadyetbeen arranged.

A spokesman for Barak said there
had been no change in the prime
minister's position announced
Sunday that there would be no more
diplomatic contacts until after the
election,

I'he Yediot Aharonot newspaper
reported that Barak had had a
change ol heart over meeting Arafat
alter a more "conciliatory” inter-
view by the Palestinian leader with
Israeli television on Monday night

It sad Annan was (rying 1o

‘violence in the region that haum
the lives of almost 390 people, most
ofthem Palestinians.

arrange a meeting between the two
leaders, who have not met face to
face since the outbreak of deadly

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak (R) meets with Palestinian Authority
President Yasser Arafat on Monday in the Egyptian Red Sea Resort of Sharm
el-Sheikh. Arafat informed Mubarak of the latest developments in the
Palestinian territories, as well as the talks he held at the World Economic
Forum (WEF) which opened in Davos, Switzerland on JanuaryZS
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Pinochet ordered to stand
trial for mass murder

f\l’ l} \uf h r'.f.r

Chile’s former dictator Augusto
Pinochet was ordered to stand trial
on murder conspiracy and kidnap
ping charges stemming from a 1973
military campaign (o wipe oul
opposition lo hisrule

Judge Juan Guzman also ordered
Pinochet's house arrest and said the
former military ruler will be prose
cuted in connection with the killings

.'HHi 11*"'&11.1[ Lions ol .--r |H:||I|1 L1| |'.||I"~.

oners 1n the hrst weeks after his rise

to power in aScptember 1973 coup

"This Is
country, said
Isabel Allende, whose father, Chile's
elected socialist Pr¢ sident Salvador
Allende, died in the coup

“It's very important that Chile
sNow the worlfd that no matter ho

poweriul Pi het was, he will have

an historic dav for our

CONEresswoman
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folacejustice

Lawyers lor the ailing general | he jatest law
who issullering Irom diabetes, heart
conditions and “mild 1

demenna, promised to

suit, filed Monday,
charged Pinochet was behind the
\bduction and killings of 93 iT"Iljigt"
nous Mapuche people

derale
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Guzman'srulingwithin 24 hours Shouts of jov from relatives of the

An outraged Luis Cortes Villa acums ol alleged human nghits
head of the Pinochet Foundal \buses erupled in the corridors of
said he was shocked by the idea 'he count house as they heard the

of putting on trial aman "who saved ~ decision

the nation ftom the genuine calas in '-llif-]._; summer heat. hun-
irophe” ol turmng into a Marxist dreds of mosty anti l-fimhtl dem-
stalt nsiral SANUALO Ssireels.
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